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BALLYMONEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

 
Table of Contents 
 
394.1 Presentation – Building Relationships in 

Communities (BRIC) 
Received 

   
394.2 Minutes of Meeting No 393 – 20th March 2012 Approved 
   

LEISURE  

   
394.3 Presentation by Ballymoney Sports Advisory 

Committee 
Invite to June meeting. 

   
394.4 Community Support Grants Grant 5 no. groups £200 

each. 
   
394.5 Mayors Show – Community Floats Scheme Non-compliant floats not 

permitted to participate in 
parade. 

   
394.6 Research Project on Commissioning of 

Voluntary Generalist Advise Services 
Presentation of report on 
Thurs 10 May 4.00-5.30pm, 
Coleraine Town Hall.  

   
394.7 Good Relations Grants Grant 1 No application £350 

and 1 No application £320. 
   

AMENITIES  

  

394.8 Matters Arising 
8.1 Correspondence re. St James Lodge (393.8) 
8.2 Bus Shelter at Ballybogey (393.9) 

 
Members updated. 
Work initiated.  

   
394.9 Project Update 

8.1 Cloughmills Bio Park and Riverside Path 
8.2 Dervock Community Facilities 
8.3 Glebeside Facilities  

 
} 
} Members updated  
} 

   
394.10 Medium Panel Van (April 2012) Accept tender from Donnelly 

& Taggart, Ballymena, in the 
sum of £17,615.12 

   
394.11 Riverside Park, Ballymoney Grant requests. 
   
394.12 Bus Shelter Provision 2012/2013 Provide bus shelter on 

Drones Road. 
   
394.13 Sharing Our Space Project – Drumbolcan Park, 

Rasharkin 
Agree to Partnership 
Agreement. 

   
394.14 Ballymoney Cemetery Memorials Permission granted. 
   
394.15 Milk Cup 2012 Additional information to be 
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provided. 
   
394.16 Play Areas – Policy and Prioritisation Options provided to be 

further considered. 
   
394.17 Borough Amenities Services Plan 2012/2013 Noted. 
   
394.18 Energy Supplier Query answered. 
   
394.19 Countryside Walks/Talks Programme 2012 Information. 
   
394.20 Community Centres – Lease Arrangements 

(393.20) 
Provide initial grey and blue 
bin, with the leasee 
responsible for refuse 
collection. 

   
394.21 Rasharkin Community Playgroup (390.10)  Agree in Principle, advertise 

for Select List.  



LAC 394                                17th April 2012   
 

3 
 

BALLYMONEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
LEISURE & AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

 
 
Minutes of Leisure & Amenities Committee Meeting No 394 held in the McKinley Room, 
Riada House on Tuesday 17th April 2012 at 6.30pm.    
 
 
IN THE CHAIR:   Alderman F Campbell 
 
PRESENT:  Aldermen 

H Connolly 
C Cousley, MBE 
B Kennedy 
 
Councillors 
J Atkinson 
W Blair 
R Halliday 
R McAfee 
T McKeown 
E Robinson 
I Stevenson 
 

APOLOGIES: Councillor J Finlay 
 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Director of Central and Leisure Services [Item 1-7] 
 Director of Borough Services [Item 8-21]   
 Chris Davis, Representative, BRIC [Item 1] 
 Mairead Myles-Davey, Representative, BRIC [Item 1] 

Committee Clerk  

LEISURE 

 
394.1 PRESENTATION - BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS IN COMMUNITIES (BRIC)  

 
Chair welcomed Chris Davis and Mairead Myles-Davey to the meeting and invited Chris to 
make her presentation to committee on the work of BRIC within the communities 
(attached as Appendix A).  
 
Alderman Cousley arrived at the meeting at 6.40pm. 
Councillor McKeown arrived at the meeting at 6.43pm.  
Councillor Robinson arrived at the meeting at 6.54pm. 
 
Representatives answered member queries and thanked committee for their time.  
 

*  Representatives of BRIC left the meeting at 6.57pm.  
 

394.2  MINUTES OF MEETING NO 393 – 20TH MARCH 2012 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Atkinson, seconded by Alderman Cousley and AGREED: 

 

to recommend that the minutes of Meeting No 393 – 20th March 2012, as 

circulated, be approved. 

 
394.3 PRESENTATION BY BALLYMONEY SPORTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
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Committee is requested to consider receiving a presentation from the Ballymoney Sports 
Advisory Committee at its June meeting. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman Kennedy, seconded by Alderman Connolly and AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Council invite Ballymoney Sports Advisory 
Committee to present at its June committee meeting at 6.30pm.  

 
 

394.4 COMMUNITY SUPPORT GRANTS  
 
The following applications were considered: 

 
(i) 1st Kilraughts PWG for assistance towards a Health & Fitness Programme. 

 
(ii) Ullans Speakers Association for assistance towards equipment to record and 

publicise events. 
 

(iii) Fuse FM for assistance towards equipment to store Ulster Scots songs and music. 
 

(iv) Kingdom of Dalriada Ulster Scots for assistance towards a Bagpipe and Drumming 
tuition programme. 

 
(v) Ballymoney Ornithological Association for assistance towards its 77th Annual Show. 
 

The above applications satisfy the criteria for funding under the Community Support Grant 
Scheme. 

 
IT IS RECOMMENDED that the above 5 groups are granted £200.00 each. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Stevenson, seconded by Alderman Kennedy and 
AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Council grant £200 each to: 
(i) 1st Kilraughts PWG for assistance towards a Health & Fitness 
Programme; 
(ii) Ullans Speakers Association for assistance towards equipment to 
record and publicise events; 
(iii) Fuse FM for assistance towards equipment to store Ulster Scots 
songs and music; 
(iv) Kingdom of Dalriada Ulster Scots for assistance towards a Bagpipe 
and Drumming tuition programme 
(v) Ballymoney Ornithological Association for assistance towards its 77th 
Annual Show. 
 
 

 *  Alderman Kennedy left the meeting at 7.15pm.  
 

394.5 MAYOR’S SHOW- COMMUNITY FLOATS SCHEME 
 
At the annual Mayors Show community groups can enter floats and grants and prizes are 
awarded.  The floats make the parade from the Leisure Centre through the Town visually 
attractive.  There are however Health and Safety Guidelines to be complied with and 
Council could be at risk if there was non-compliance. 
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In order to protect the Council it is suggested that Community Floats that are not fully 
compliant with the Health & Safety requirements are not permitted to take part in the 
parade and will not receive the grant. 

 
As this is a year of celebrations/anniversaries a Float theme could be introduced for 
example “So much to remember, so much to celebrate”. 

 
Member’s comments and suggestions are invited. 
 

*  Alderman Kennedy rejoined the meeting at 7.21pm.  
 
 A discussion ensued among members surrounding the Health and Safety issues that may 

arise at this type of event.  
  
 The Director advised members of the Health and Safety Guidelines that would be issued 

to each organisation that applied to enter a float. Councillor McKeown suggested that a 
council officer should meet with the organisations and explain the Guidelines. 

 
 It was AGREED: 
  
 to recommend to Council that where a Community Float does not 

comply with the Health and Safety Guidelines it would not receive the 
grant and would not be permitted to participate in the parade. 

 
 Members were supportive of the Float theme.  
 
*  Alderman Kennedy left the meeting at 7.51pm. 
 

 
394.6 RESEARCH PROJECT ON COMMISSIONING OF VOLUNTARY GENERALIST ADVICE 

SERVICES 
 

The Director advised that the review of Advice Services in the Causeway Cluster of 
Council, undertaken by Williamson Consulting is now complete. 

 
A presentation of the consultant’s report has been arranged for all the councillors of the 
four councils on Thursday 10th May 2012, from 4.00 – 5.30pm in The Chamber, Coleraine 
Town Hall, The Diamond, Coleraine. 

 
A separate letter, inviting all councillors to the presentation was issued on 4th April 2012.  
Members are requested to reply to Mrs Margaret Edgar, Cultural Services Officer. 

 
394.7 GOOD RELATIONS GRANTS  

 
The following applications for grants were considered: 

 
(i) Fuse FM for assistance towards Community Ulster Scots Radio Station. 

 
(ii) Cloughmills Golden Oldies for assistance towards a cultural project, 

Exploring the History of Derry’s Walls. 
 

Both applications satisfy the criteria for funding under the Good Relations Small Grants 
Scheme. 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED that Fuse FM is granted £350.00 and that Cloughmills Golden 
Oldies are granted £320.00. 
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 It was proposed by Councillor Stevenson, seconded by Councillor McAfee and AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Council grant (i) Fuse FM £350 for assistance 
towards Community Ulster Scots Radio Station and (ii) Cloughmills 
Golden Oldies £320 for assistance towards a cultural project, 
Exploring the History of Derry’s Walls. 

 
*   Director of Central and Leisure Services left the meeting at 7.55pm.  
*   Director of Amenities arrived at the meeting at 8.02pm.  
*   Councillor McKeown left the meeting at 8.02pm. 
 

 

 AMENITIES 
 
394.8 MATTERS ARISING 

 
 8.1 Correspondence Re. St James’s Lodge (393.8)  
 

 The Director provided an update to members concerning the wayleave request, 
again setting out the issues to be resolved.  

 
 8.2 Bus Shelter at Ballybogey (393.9)  
 
 Members were advised by the Director that the necessary investigative work had 

been initiated.  
 
 

394.9 PROJECT UPDATE 
 
The Director updated Members regarding the following Amenities projects: 
 

9.1 Cloughmills Bio Park and Riverside Path  
He advised, as members were aware, that planning applications had been 
lodged and streamlined in June 2011 in respect of this project which was to be 
funded in part by grants from both RDP and the Big Lottery and confirmed that 
planning approval had now been secured for Phase 1.  He intimated that an 
otter survey had had to be commissioned following a belated request by NIEA to 
the Planning Service in respect of the Council’s Phase 2 application and made 
members aware as to the deadlines pertaining to the external funding obtained.  

 
9.2 Dervock Community Facilities 

The Director advised, that having obtained the necessary planning approval by 
the deadline set by RDP, work was on-going is respect of the required economic 
appraisal and also that it would be necessary to negotiate with NI Power in order 
to deliver the project as envisaged.   

 
9.3 Glebeside Facilities 

Members were advised that a formal approach had been made to the NIHE in 
order to secure the necessary additional land to undertake the scheme proposed 
and for which planning approval had been sought.  He drew attention to a Road 
Service requirement for car parking which he initimated would add additional 
cost.  The Director responded to member questions including the likely timeline 
for the project.  
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IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council advertise for Contractor Select Lists for these 
projects from which tenders for each will subsequently be invited. (Tendering will be in 
accordance with the Code of Procedure for Single Stage Selective Tendering). 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Atkinson, seconded by Councillor Stevenson and 
AGREED: 

 
to recommend that Council advertise for Contractor Select Lists for 
the projects from which tenders for each will subsequently invited. 

 
 

394.10 MEDIUM PANEL VAN (APRIL 2012) 
 
Following public advertisement inviting tenders for all DBS vehicles to be purchased 
following the allocation of capital expenditure in the 2012-2013 budget, the 3 no returned 
tenders for an Amenities medium panel van were opened by the Committee Chair and 
Director of Borough Services on 5th April 2012.  The tender report is to be found a 
Appendix 1 to this report.  
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council accepts the tender from Donnelly & Taggart, 
Ballymena, in the sum of £17,615.12 for a Renault Master Van. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Atkinson and AGREED: 

 
to recommend that Council accept the tender from Donnelly & 
Taggart, Ballymena, in the sum of £17,615.12 for a Renault Master 
Van. 

 
 

394.11 RIVERSIDE PARK, BALLYMONEY 
 
As in previous years the undernoted requests have been received to make use of the 
Council’s Ballymoney Riverside Park - 

 
1) Cancer Research UK – Ballymoney Local Committee 

Fun Run/Walk – Friday 25th May 2012 from 7.30pm 
 

2) Ballymoney Gospel Hall 
Open Air Gospel Services (7.00 to 7.30pm) – Friday 8th June 2012 at the `pond’ 
car park and Monday 11th June 2012 at the Bravallen Road car park. 

 
IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council approves both requests regarding the use of its 
Riverside Park, Ballymoney.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Halliday, seconded by Councillor Atkinson and AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Council grant the use of Riverside Park to both  
Cancer Research UK – Ballymoney Local Committee and Ballymoney 
Gospel Hall. 

 
 

394.12  BUS SHELTER PROVISION 2012-2013 
 
As members are aware capital provision has been made in the present year to provide 
additional bus shelters. 
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Representations have been received regarding the need for a bus shelter at “Tober 
crossroads” together with the establishment of a bus stop thereat on the approach to 
Pharis Road coming from the direction of Ballycastle.  Roads Service have agreed to 
provide a footway link as part of the overall scheme. 

 
IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council agree to provide a bus shelter at this location on the 
Drones Road. 
 
In the discussion which ensued, the Director advised that the representations received as 
regards “Tober crossroads” were as a result of need based on safety considerations.  
 
Alderman Connolly and the Mayor drew attention to the need for the provision of bus 
shelters at Drones Road and Kilraughts Road respectively.  The Director advised that one 
of the purposes of this item was to ensure that, now that funds had been made available 
for 2012-2013, that all requests for the provision of new bus shelters known to members 
could be discussed and prioritised.   
  
It was proposed by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Halliday and AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Council provide a bus shelter on the Drones Road 
on the approach to Pharis Road coming from the direction of 
Ballycastle.  

 
 

394.13  SHARING OUR SPACE PROJECT – DRUMBOLCAN PARK, RASHARKIN 
 
As its meeting on 5th March 2012 Council agreed to progress with the scheme proposed 
by Groundwork NI for additional facilities at Drumbolcan Park, Rasharkin.  

 
In that regard Groundwork NI is asking that Council agree to and have signed the project 
“Partnership Agreement”.  This document has been reproduced as Appendix 2 to this 
report. 

 
IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council agrees to the proposed Partnership Agreement as it 
relates to the Ballymoney project and authorise the Director of Borough Services to sign 
the Partnership Agreement on the Council’s behalf. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Atkinson, seconded by Councillor Halliday and AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Council agree to the proposed Partnership 
Agreement, attached as Appendix B,  as it relates to the Ballymoney 
project and authorise the Director of Borough Services to sign the 
Partnership Agreement on the Council’s behalf. 

 
 

394.14  BALLYMONEY CEMETERY MEMORIALS 
 

Applications have been received as undernoted for the erection of memorials in 
Ballymoney Cemetery. 
 
Section I4 No. 47 & 48 
Black Granite Headstone and Base 
 
Section E2 No. 134 
All polished granite Headstone and Base 
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IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council grants permission for the above memorials to be 
erected in Ballymoney Cemetery, subject to usual requirements. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Atkinson, seconded by Councillor Robinson and AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Council grant permission for the above 
memorials to be erected in Ballymoney Cemetery, subject to usual 
requirements. 

 
 

394.15 MILK CUP 2012  
 
As members are aware 2012 is the 30th anniversary of this prestigious international youth 
football competition.  This year the Council’s venues at Riada Playing Fields will be 
required from Saturday 21st July to Thursday 26th July. 
 
Correspondence has been received on behalf of the County Antrim Milk Cup Organising 
Committee inviting Council to support financially its endeavour toward the cost of 
preparing two representative teams to compete at the 2012 Milk Cup. 
 
The Director, in response to member questions, clarified the options both set out in the 
correspondence received and open to Committee and advised that he would clarify the 
budgetary provision and report on this at the next meeting.  
 
 

394.16 PLAY AREAS – POLICY AND PRIORITISATION 
 
It is opportune that Committee would again consider Council policy as regards the 
provision/maintenance of play areas throughout the Borough and discuss how the 
necessary refurbishment of certain facilities is to be prioritised and funded.  The Director 
presented options to Committee and responded to member questions.  It was agreed, that 
prior to the matter again being discussed, that members would further consider 
themselves what the best approach to adopt might be.  
 

*  Councillor Robinson left the meeting at 9.08pm during consideration of the matter.  
 
 

394.17 BOROUGH AMENITIES SERVICES PLAN 2012-2013  
 

 To meet the Council’s corporate objectives of providing quality services that meet local 
needs, are value for money, the following will be delivered –  
 

 Deliver the current Amenities capital expenditure programme and progress 
future capital initiatives. 

 Contribute to the successful delivery of the 2012 Milk Cup and other 
Council backed events. 

 Monitor the Council’s energy consumption and implement energy saving 
initiatives (subject to funding). 

 Complete (from an Amenities perspective) a review of the Council’s Asset 
Register. 

 Continue to progress the Borough “Connect2” links and infrastructure. 

 Deliver essential building maintenance and ground maintenance and 
enhancement work. 

 Progress access initiatives, including countryside access. 

 Continue to work effectively in partnerships for the benefit of all. 



LAC 394                                17th April 2012   
 

10 
 

 
*  Councillor Atkinson left the meeting at 9.37pm.  
 
 
394.18  ENERGY SUPPLIER 
 

The Director responded to Alderman Campbell’s query concerning the arrangements 
made as regards Amenities. 

 
 
394.19 COUNTRYSIDE WALKS/TALKS PROGRAMME 2012 

 
Members are informed that the 2012 Countryside Walks Programme has now been 
drafted and includes eight events.  This year four events will be walks and four will be 
walks/talks celebrating the 2012 Biodiversity Games.  The walks will have a minimal 
charge of £2 per person, £5 family concession and the Biodiversity Walks/Talks will be 
free of charge.  
 

Countryside Walks: 
 

1. LONG MOUNTAIN RAMBLE, DUNLOY – Thursday 7 June, 7pm -9pm 
 
2.  CRAIGS WOOD/BROAD STONE WALK – Wednesday 27 June, 7pm-9pm 
  
3.  LIVERY HILL/METAL BRIDGE WALK – Monday 23 July, 7pm-9pm  
 
4.  ALTNAHINCH/SLIEVEANORRA HALF-DAY RAMBLE– Saturday 4 August, 

11am-4pm 
 
Countryside Walks/Talks:        

  
1.  GARDEN RECORDING EVENT, BENVARDEN ESTATE – Saturday 26 May, 

2pm-4pm 
 
2.  HEDGEROWS GROW WEST, VOW GARVE FARM – Saturday 30 June, 2pm-

4pm 
 
3.  BIG BUTTERFLY COUNT, RIVERSIDE PARK – Saturday 14 July, 2pm-4pm 
 
4.  BATS AND MOTHS, RIVERSIDE PARK – Wednesday 8 August, 7.45pm - 

10pm, featuring a Bat Talk in Ballymoney Town Hall at 8pm. 
 
 

394.20  COMMUNITY CENTRES – LEASE ARRANGEMENTS  
 

The Director advised that it would be necessary to amend the Schedule to the proposed 
lease which detailed respective responsibilities in order to make provision for the 
arrangements which ought to pertain in respect of waste collection.  
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED Council provide an initial grey and blue bin at Ballybogey, 
Balnamore and Stranocum community centres and that those responsible under the lease 
for the management of the respective buildings be responsible for waste collection.  
 
It was proposed by Alderman Campbell, seconded by Alderman Cousley and AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Council provide an initial grey and blue bin at 
Ballybogey, Balnamore and Stranocum community centres and that 
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those responsible under the lease for the management of the 
respective buildings be responsible for waste collection.  

 
 

394.21 RASHARKIN COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP (390.10)  
 

The Director provided an update to members regarding this business and presented a 
drawing which set out the work to be undertaken to extend the accommodation occupied 
by the playgroup at the Council’s community centre.  The project comprised the following 
elements – the existing playgroup room would be enlarged by the relocation of the toilets 
within a new extension which would also provide kitchen facilities and a store and permit 
access to an outdoor play area. He advised that the proposals had been estimated at a 
total cost of £65,000 and that the Playgroup organisers were keen that the project 
proceed.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Halliday, seconded by Councillor Blair and AGREED: 

 
to recommend that Council agree, in principle, to the proposed 
scheme on the understanding that the Community Playgroup are to 
be responsible for all project costs and that this scheme be included 
in the ad to be placed by Council seeking Contractor Select Lists 
from which tenders will subsequently be invited when funding has 
been secured.  

 
This being all the business the meeting closed at 10.05pm.  
 
Appendix A: BRIC Presentation (previously circulated) 
Appendix B: Partnership Agreement (previously circulated)
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“Putting Good Relations 
at the Heart of Social Housing“

  
 

NIHE

TIDESRDC

 
 

Context

• Housing became deeply segregated particularly in social housing sector.  
This continues to the present day

• Over 90% of social housing areas remain segregated into single 
communities (94% in Belfast with 88 Peace Walls). 

• The demographics of today’s society are also changing, with growing 
levels of new communities coming into Northern Ireland. 

• Despite the reality of physical separation, the majority of people aspire to 
live in mixed neighbourhoods (80%) but are unaware of how to go about 
creating a shared atmosphere. 

Source – “Mapping Segregation in NI” and “Life & Times” Survey 2008
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Institutional 
Capacity & 
Cohesive 
Estates

Good Relations 
Training (OCN), 
Mentoring & 

Mediation

Research Estate 
based 
work

• Good Relations at 
core of housing 
policy and service 
provision

• Cohesive estates –
Intra/Inter

• Staff (approx.500)

• Residents
Associations (80) 

• Regeneration

• Cross Border

• Interfaces - 3D 
visioning

• Good Relation
Plans (80)

• Capacity Building
• Intra/Inter 

Relationship
building 

• Cohesion               
Projects (80)

 
 

Estate Selection Criteria

• Successful Completion of NIHE Shared Neighbourhood Programme (bric 
advocates)

• Constituted Residents Group

• Member of Housing Community Network

• Top 30% MDM including Rural top 30%

 
 

Estate based work – the process 

• Training (OCN), mentoring and mediation

• Capacity & relationship building

• Good Relations Plan (new or existing)

• Financial Support to realise plan – exclusions e.g. retrospective applications, match funding, on 

going running costs, capital projects, political/paramilitary activity/publicity 

• Collaborative work with all key stakeholders 

• Advocacy and mentoring
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Staff and their roles

Programme Manager - Belfast based

6 Good Relations Officers 

Chris Davis
Good Relations Officer (North East Area)

Mobile: 07826866862
Email: christine.davis@nihe.gov.uk

5 Trainers (with mediation experience)

2 Mediators
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