

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 10 MARCH 2008 AT 10:00 AM
In the Chair:
Councillor H Harding
Members Present:
Councillors S Blaney, W Graham, G Hartin,   A  P McConaghy, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan, C McShane, P McShane, 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services



Mr K McGarry, Head of Tourism and Leisure Services



Mr A McPeake, Head of Technical Services
Mrs K McCaw, Administration Officer

Mrs F McNeill, Member Services/Clerical Officer




Cllr S McPeake





Ms M Killoran 
Representatives NILGA
08/05:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors M Black, O Black, Newcombe, McCambridge and McAllister.
Chairman’s Business
Councillor Harding referred to the tragic circumstances that had occurred at Ballintoy and Dunseverick Harbours, and extended her sympathies to the families involved.
Members also wished to be associated with these remarks.
Councillor C McShane referred to the incident at Ballintoy Harbour and pointed out that the Emergency Services had difficulty gaining access to the Harbour due to the barrier being locked.
In reply the Clerk stated that the Emergency Services should have had keys for the barriers.

Councillor Harding welcomed two new members of staff, Mr Aidan McPeake Head of Technical Services and Frances McNeill, Member Services/Clerical Officer (Maternity Cover) and wished them all the best with the Council.
08/05:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11 FEBRUARY 2008 
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11 February 2008 having been circulated, were taken as read.
After discussion, 

Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11 February 2008 be adopted”.
08/05:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  11 FEBRUARY 2008
Dumping at Liscolman
In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the Head of Technical Services (HTS) stated that he had visited Liscolman and had found that significant dumping had taken place, which would be removed as soon as possible.

Councillor Graham informed members that some residents had witnessed three loads of rubbish being dumped at this location but that they had been unable to obtain a registration number.
Reward for Information On Vandalism

In reply to Councillor McConaghy, Councillor Harding stated that this was an excellent idea and she asked that members raise this issue at the next DPP meeting.

Access to Templastragh

Councillor McConaghy enquired if any progress had been made regarding access to Templastragh Graveyard.  He referred to the request by the Department of Environment to provide details of how many burials there would be in the future at this graveyard, and stated that it would be impossible to provide this information, due to the changes of ministers in the area.  

The Clerk pointed out that until recently the Council had maintained this as an abandoned graveyard but that it was now active.  At the request of Councillor McConaghy, he read an extract from the publication, The Fishermen of Dunseverick which stated that the graveyard was known as a resting place for many of the old fishermen of Dunseverick.
After discussion, it was agreed to investigate the operational requirements for Templastragh Graveyard and bring back further details to a future Council meeting.

08/05:04 
PRESENTATION  BY     NILGA – “MODERNISING LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROGRESS REPORT – DEVELOPING STRONGER PROTOCOLS, JANUARY TO MARCH 2008” 
The Chair welcomed the representatives from NILGA, Cllr McPeake, and Maire Killoran and who gave a brief presentation on Modernising Local Government and Developing Stronger Protocols.

Ms Killoran gave an overview of the objectives which included a draft framework for engagement.  She pointed out that the two key pre-requisites were that NILGA must be trusted by Councils and Government and that Councils needed to engage with them.
She informed members that the RPA paper was expected to be presented to the Executive on Thursday and that a brief statement would be made to the press with a potential date of 31st March 2008 to report to the Assembly.  The next achievable date following this would be 27 April 2008.  

Cllr McPeake informed members that NILGA was based on the model used across western democracies.

Councillor Blaney pointed out that the democratic set up of NILGA did not represent all Councillors as the three Independent Councillors from Moyle District Council did not have a voice on it and also the D’Hondt system discriminated against these Councillors.
Cllr McPeake stated that it would not be possible to give a voice to all three Councillors and maybe they could consider coming together as one body. 
Councillor McMullan enquired if NILGA would be lobbying on behalf of Councillors to have the same rights as officers as he pointed out they could not avail of legal representation, and were neither, employers or employees.
Cllr McPeake stated that Policy Development Panels would have elected representatives from each party and when put in place they would go into more detail.

Councillor McMullan offered congratulations to NILGA on the Ulster in Bloom Award Ceremony and pointed out that two organisations in Moyle had received awards.
In reply to Councillor Harding, Cllr McPeake stated that he could not offer any clarity regarding the incoming elections until an RPA announcement had been made.
Councillor McDonnell stated that the position of Councillors was important and that their independence should be retained.     
In reply to Councillor McIlroy, Ms Killoran stated that there will be some limited transfer of powers but that the full extent was not yet known.
In reply to Councillor P McShane, Cllr Mc Peake stated that it was his understanding that Planning will be transferred but it had not been clarified what input local people would have.
Councillor Blaney stated that he felt NILGA had overlooked what would happen to staff employed by Councils and pointed out that staff were unsure if they should seek alternative employment.

Members wished to be associated with these remarks.

Councillor Harding thanked the NILGA representatives for their presentation they left the meeting at this point.
08/05:05
TOURISM & LEISURE SERVICE’S  REPORT
The Tourism & Leisure Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Ballycastle/Campeltown Ferry (Update)
The HTLS referred to the report and informed members that the terms of reference for the Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance to establish options for the Ferry service had been agreed and invitations to tender issued to four short listed transport consultants to be in place by mid March.  
He stated that five Councillors from Argyle and Bute Council would attend the joint summit workshop to make representation in Tarbet on 10 April 2008 and advised that Council should nominate five candidates to attend.
After discussion,





Councillor McMullan proposed 



Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved

“That one member from each party be nominated to attend the Summit/Workshop in Tarbet on 10 April 2008 and that the Chair and Vice Chair would attend as ex-officio.”


Councillor McMullan proposed


Seconded by Councillor McShane and resolved

“That Councillor Newcombe be nominated to represent the Council at the summit/workshop in Tarbet on 10th April 2008.”




Councillor Hartin proposed


Seconded by Councillor McDonnell and resolved

“That Councillor McIlroy be nominated to represent the Council at the summit/workshop in Tarbet on 10th April 2008.”




Councillor McConaghy proposed


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved

“That Councillor Blaney be nominated to represent the Council at the summit/workshop in Tarbet on 10th April 2008.



Councillor Harding proposed


Seconded by Councillor McDonnell and resolved

“That Councillor Graham be nominated to represent the Council at the summit/workshop in Tarbet on 10th April 2008.”

It was also agreed that SDLP would nominate a representative at a later date.
G.C.V.C. Rebuild (Update) 
It was agreed that the meeting would continue in committee.
The Head of Tourism and Leisure Services (HTLS) informed members of the substantive discussions that had taken place between representatives of the Council and the National Trust and the respective legal teams.  He stated that work was currently ongoing with regards to the transfer of staff and their terms and conditions.  He pointed out that the Council’s legal team had drafted a Heads of Terms and both parties were keen to agree these so that DETI could be assured that the Council were co-operating and keen to move the project on swiftly.

A copy of the Council’s legal team proposed fee structure was circulated for information. 
After further discussion, it was agreed that the meeting would continue out of committee.

Cushendun Play Area

The HTLS stated that work on the play area in Cushendun was now complete, and that the site had been officially handed back to Council on Friday 29 February.  He pointed out that there were three very minor snags which were being addressed.
In reply to Councillor Graham, the HTLS stated that the final costs for Cushendun Play Area would be brought back to a future Council meeting.
Play Park at the Cottage Site, Cushendall
In reply to Councillor McMullan, the HTLS stated that the bark used at the Play Park at the Cottage Site, Cushendall would be looked at.
Bushmills Library/Tourist Information Centre (Update)
The HTLS informed members that a further meeting had taken place on 21 February with Don Wilmont and Willie Watt to further examine the lay out of the building to accommodate both organisations.  He stated that it had been agreed that Mr Watt would supply amended drawings as agreed on site.

Work was still ongoing with regards to the detail of a Service Level Agreement for the TIC element, and further details when drafted would be brought back to Council.

In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the Clerk stated that he had written to the British Legion, Ulster Scots and Community Groups regarding the ongoing negotiations with the Causeway Coast and Glens.
After further discussion, it was agreed that an update regarding the possibility of the Causeway Coast and Glens using the Bushmills Library would be brought back to the next Council meeting.

C.I.E. Tours Annual Tourism Awards

The HTLS referred to the report and stated that the Giants Causeway Visitor Centre had once again won the prestigious CIE Tours Award for the best Tourist Attraction, Customer Care.  The award was given to the attraction that clients on CIE tours had voted as the best they had visited while touring Ireland.  He stated that given that the tours included all of the famous attractions in Ireland, it was a credit to all the staff at the Causeway to receive the award again. 

Councillor Harding expressed thanks to Councillor McConaghy for travelling to Dublin to receive the award.  
Councillor C McShane also expressed her congratulations to the staff at the Giants Causeway Visitors Centre.
Councillor McDonnell stated he would like to be associated with these comments and that the staff had played a large part in securing this award.
Councillor McConaghy suggested that the Chairman should consider presenting the to the staff at Causeway.
Bushmills Angling Club
The HTLS informed members that officer’s had met with members of the Bushmills Angling Club to discuss their proposals to erect a plaque in memory of one its members Mr Alan Truss.

Details of the proposed plaque design and location plan was circulated for members information.

After discussion, it was agreed to erect a plaque in memory of Mr Alan Truss, on top of the Car Park stone wall facing the River Bush.

Picture This, The Antrim Coast & Glens AONB Schools Photography Competition
The HTLS informed members that the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust was about to launch a photography competition with seven primary schools in the Antrim Coast and Glens AONB as part of the EHS Raising Awareness Initiative.
He pointed out that The Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust was requesting that the four Councils whose boundaries are within the Antrim Coast AONB support the Initiative with a sum of £500.
This was agreed.

Millennium Riverside Park Footbridge (Update)
The HTLS informed members that the contract was currently ongoing and the foundations for the bridge abutments were in place whilst the steel work was being fabricated of site. Diageo who are funding approximately £12,000 towards the footbridge as a result of a twinning exercise with a city in America had requested that when Council provide interpretative panels in the park, a short piece be included to say, that the bridge was themed to reflect the distilling history of Bushmills, and the city which was chosen to be twinned with Bushmills was chosen because it mirrored the values of the Bushmills community.
After discussion, it was agreed to provide interpretive panels at Millenium Riverside Park Footbridge.
The Sandy Port, Ballintoy
It was agreed that the meeting would continue in committee.

The HTLS informed members that the planning service had contacted Council officers stating that the Council should take action against the individual engaging in the extraction of sand and gravel from the Sandy Port Ballintoy.  He pointed out that the a letter was sent to the Planning Services Enforcement Branch suggesting that as the organisation with statutory powers, they should pursue the matter of sand removal under The Planning (NI) Order 1991.  A copy of the letter and the legal opinion received from Kevin Denver, Bar Library were circulated for information.

It was agreed that the meeting would continue out of committee.

Causeway Coastway, Whitepark Bay – Ballintoy Harbour

The HTLS informed members that legal advice had been sought regarding the issue of the Causeway Coast Way, Whitepark Bay and Ballintoy Harbour.

He referred to the letter circulated from Colin Campbell Principal Solicitor Belfast Legal Services which stated that it would be difficult to legally assert a public right of way across the path which leaves the Council with the option of seeking a public path order.
Councillor P McShane stated that a Public Path Order was an eviction of people from the land.  He continued that if Council pursues this avenue there were three landowners involved and he asked who would have responsibility for the Public Path Order. 

The HTLS stated that the Council would take on full responsibility if taken on as a Public Path.
Councillor P McShane suggested that the three landowners be approached.
Councillor Blaney mentioned that one landowner stated that he has never signed an agreement with the National Trust and it would seem that the process would have to be worked through again at each stage if there were other landowners involved.  He referred to the National Trust leaflet which gives information to use the upper path at the water mark for walking which was encroaching on landowner’s property.
The HTLS stated he would attempt to address issues so that there was no responsibility on landowners but that Council had statutory rights and other bodies would be pursuing this obligation under Public Access Order.
After further discussions, it was agreed to approach the three landowners concerned to discuss this matter.
Councillor P McShane stated that he would set up a meeting on behalf of the Council.

Giants Causeway Visitors Centre
Councillor McDonnell referred to the Giants Causeway Visitors Centre and pointed out that it had a scruffy appearance and needed a spring clean.  He suggested that walls work be carried out before Easter.

The HTS stated this matter would be investigated but that the work could not be carried out prior to Easter as there was not the manpower in house.
The Chair requested that this work be done before the Summer.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,


“That the Tourism & Leisure Services Report be adopted.”
08/05:07
REPORT FOR CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
The Report for Corporate Services having been circulated was taken as read.
It was agreed that the meeting would continue out of committee.

Technical Services

The Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services, (ACE) informed members that Mr Aidan McPeake had commenced employment with the Council on Monday 18th February 2008.

She pointed out that in lieu of a Waste Management Co-ordinator, it was proposed that Mr G Boyd be retained within Council to concentrate on a number of issues including, Risk Assessments, including provision of training to all Technical Services staff, Best Value Reviews – public conveniences, vehicle / fleet management; including assisting with rescheduling, Implementation of Waste Management initiatives and assisting with the implementation of Single Status.

In reply to members queries the Clerk pointed out that this work required particular expertise.
After discussion, it was agreed to retain Mr G Boyd for Technical services projects.
Single Status
The ACE informed members that the process of Single Status was becoming increasingly complex and had raised a number of legal issues, she recommended that Council avail of the expert advisory service provided by Mr Steve Traynor to assist Council through the Single Status process.  She informed members that Mr Traynor was an experienced HR Consultant who had worked with a number of the Councils in England.  He was currently working with over 6 councils here in Northern Ireland and was assisting and advising them on the range of issues relating to Single Status which included Equal Pay Review, Working hours, Task and Finish etc.  She pointed out that he was also carrying out the full Job Evaluation process for some other Council’s which included training staff in-house so that they could carry out Job evaluations independently of Belfast Improvement Services, thus reducing the cost and increasing the turnaround time.  

After discussion, it was agreed to avail of the expert advisory services provided by Mr Steve Traynor regarding the Single Status process.
Application for Financial Assistance with Study
The ACE informed members that an application had been received for financial assistance with study, under the Council’s Further Education Study Policy, from a Recreation Attendant and it was recommended that this be approved.
This was agreed.

It was agreed that the meeting would continue out of committee.
Cushendall Development Group

The ACE informed members that a request had been received from Cushendall Development Group to use the Waterford Car Park on the Coast Road Cushendall on behalf of Trek4China to park the Action Cancer Big Bus for Breast Screening and Men’s Health Checks.

This was agreed.
Cushendall Sailing and Boating Club
The ACE informed members that a further letter had been received form Cushendall Sailing & Boating Club requesting an extension to the lease to include the green area in front of the Club.  She stated that the grassed area would allow a level of assess and security to the existing slip.  The Club would undertake to insure and maintain the area provided a lease was achieved, and that it was not their intention to fence this area but to leave it open except at the point of entry to the slipway.

After discussion, 



Councillor McMullan proposed



Seconded by Councillor P McShane and resolved

“That Cushendall Boating & Sailing Club be permitted to extend the lease to include the grass area in front of the Club to allow a level of access and security to the existing slip.”
Rent Review – Creelman’s Amusement Arcade
The ACE informed members that further to the report to Council in February regarding the rent review for Creelman’s Amusement Arcade, the tenant had indicated that they were not in a position to proceed with the revised rent.

She pointed out that in accordance with the current lease, this should now proceed to Arbitration.

After discussion, this was agreed.

Trading Concessions
The ACE stated that tenders had been received for the Trading Concessions 2008 as follows; Pier Yard car park, Ballycastle  £1500, Kenbane Car Park - none, Carrick a Rede car park £1000 (Hot Food), Main Ballycastle/Ballintoy Road £100 (Ice-Cream), Car Park Dunseverick Harbour – none, Waterford Slip car park Cushendall £150 (Hot Food), Legge Green car park, Cushendall – none, Garron Road Amenity Area, Waterfoot £300 (Ice-Cream), Main Street car park, Waterfoot – none, Quay Road car park, Ballycastle £200 (Ice-Cream).
After discussion, it was agreed to accept the Tenders received.
Land at Plumfall Bakery
The ACE informed members that following a request from a developer who had acquired 7 Fairhill Street, Ballycastle, previously known as Plumfall and owned by Mrs Jennings to kerb and tarmac the access owned by the Council, Council’s solicitor had advised that the Right of Way over the laneway would be used for access purposes only for 4/5 houses and each user would be responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the laneway.

She stated that the Fullerton estate had given their permission for the works to be carried out and a grant of Easement had now been prepared and included on the Agenda for Signing and Sealing.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Grant of Easement would be approved for Signing and Sealing.
Council Depot Site on Market Street, Ballycastle
It was agreed that the meeting would continue in committee.
The ACE stated that following Council’s decision to seek a valuation for the Council Depot Site on Market Street, Ballycastle, a valuation had now been received from Land & Property Services, details of which were circulated for information. 
Councillor Blaney referred to the traffic congestion on Market Street, in the mornings and evenings and stated that the Council should proceed with looking for alternative premises as soon as possible.
After discussion, it was agreed to test the open market to ascertain its true value.

It was agreed that the meeting would continue out of committee.

Bushmills Ulster Scots Heritage
The ACE stated that a further request had been received from Bushmills Ulster Scots Heritage for the use of the coach park and toilets at Dundarave Estate, Bushmills for a planned Ulster Scots Festival on Saturday 7 June 2008.

After discussion, it was agreed that this request would be approved.
Causeway Coast Mini Club 

Councillor Harding stated she had been approached by the Causeway Coast Mini Club who had requested the use of the car park at the rear of Sheskburn House for a mini event to raise funds for the NI Hospice on 25th May 2008.

After discussion, it was agreed that this request would be approved subject to the necessary insurance being provided.  It was also agreed that the grass area requested would not be made available.

Venue – Civil Marriages/Civil Partnerships
The ACE informed members that an application had been received for Bonamargy, Ballycastle to be approved as a Venue for Civil Marriages/Civil Partnership for a wedding on 15th August 2008.
After discussion, it was agreed that this request be approved.

Councillor McDonnell suggested that the approval of these venues be delegated to an officer.

Loan Sanction
The ACE informed members that approval was required for Loan Sanction for Capital Expenditure 2007/08 for the Tennis Courts, Ballycastle - £3850.



Councillor McConaghy proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved

“That the Loan Sanction for Capital Expenditure 2007/2008 for the Tennis Courts, Ballycastle - £3,850 be approved.”
Bad Debt Write Off

The ACE referred to the copy of the bad debt write off which was circulated for information.

After discussion, it was agreed that the bad debt write off would be approved.
After further discussion,


Councillor McIlroy  proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,



“That the report for the Corporate Services Department be adopted.”
08/05:06
REPORT FOR TECHNICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
The Report for Technical Services Department having been circulated, was taken as read.
Fuel Management System
The Head of Technical Services (HTS) informed members that tenders had been received from three companies regarding a fuel management system and a low cost fuel dispensing system for Market Street Depot and Carneatly Amenity Site.  A copy of the tender comparison was circulated for information.
After discussion,



Councillor McIlroy proposed,



Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved 
“That the lowest tender from Baltor Systems for the Fuel Management System and a low cost fuel dispensing system for Market Street Depot and Carneatly Amenity Site be accepted”.
Super Valu Best Kept Awards 2008
The HTS informed members that entries were once again being sought by the NI Amenity Council for Council to nominate towns and villages in the 2008 Super Valu Best Kept Awards.  He stated that as with previous years it was proposed that-Ballycastle, Cushendun, Armoy, Bushmills, Mosside, Waterfoot, Cushendall and Ballintoy be put forward.  He stated that the entry fee for these awards was £135.00.
Councillor McIlroy suggested that the success of these awards could be highlighted to Community Groups throughout the District to encourage improvements.

Councillor McConaghy mentioned that Armoy had received the most improved village.

After discussion, it was agreed that these towns would be nominated for the 2008 Super Valu Best Kept Awards 2008. 
Letter from Cushendall Development Group, regarding Dalriada Slipway, Cushendall

The HTS stated that a letter had been received from Cushendall Development Group highlighting a number of concerns at Dalriada Slipway.

After discussion, it was agreed that these concerns would be investigated and details brought back to a future meeting.
Letter from Mrs M McCullagh, Teahouse at Ballintoy
The HTS stated that a letter had been received from Mrs Margaret McCullagh who currently rents the Teahouse at Ballintoy Harbour.  He stated that she was requesting Council to carry out some repairs, to the shutters, tiling in the kitchen and electrical maintenance.  He also pointed out that an application by the tenant to purchase the property had been made.
In reply to members queries, the Clerk pointed out that the application to purchase would have to go out to Tender with a sitting tenant.

Councillor McMullan stated that Council had previously taken the decision not to sell and should not revisit this matter.

After discussion, it was agreed to check the lease of the Teahouse to ascertain what Council’s responsibilities were regarding the outside and inside structural repairs and bring details back to a future Council meeting.

Letter from RNLI

   The HTS informed members that a letter of thanks had been received from the RNLI thanking Moyle District Council staff, in particular Mr John Morton, for their assistance given to the recovery team during the salvage operation of their lifeboat the Katie Hannon.  He stated that a plaque had been donated to the Harbour Office in recognition of this assistance.
Councillor Harding stated she wished to extend her thanks to Council staff for their assistance during the salvage operation.

Members also wished to be associated with these comments.
Vandalism – Moyle Area 4th February 2008 – 3rd March 2008
The HTS referred to the report and stated that vandalism had taken place at Bayview Road toilets, part of the wall at Dalriada Slipway and Mill Street toilets, Cushendall between 4 February and 3 March 2008.
Councillor McConaghy stated he was glad to see that Bushmills had not been mentioned.
Councillor Harding informed members of a recent article that had appeared in the Newsletter regarding disabled toilets at the Seafront Ballycastle.  She stated that she had received an anonymous note which highlighted the difficulties encountered by persons with a disability.
The Clerk stated that Mr Boyd would be carrying out a review of public conveniences, and details would be brought back to Council.
Councillors McConaghy referred to the recent comments on the Stephen Nolan radio show regarding the absence of signage for the new public toilets in Bushmills and pointed out that there are currently four signs.  He also stated that one local press had reported that £100,000 had been spent on the old toilet block and had been sold for £15,000.   He pointed out that the actual amount spent was £19,826 and that they had been sold recently for £43,500.

The Mews

In reply to Councillor Blaney the HTS stated that he would investigate the issue of the bin collection at The Mews Leyland and bring back further details to a future meeting.
After further discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,



“That the report for the Technical Services Department be adopted.”
08/05:08
CONFERENCES, COURSES
All Island Vision Conference. To be held on Monday 31 March 2008 at the Cavan Crystal Hotel, Cavan, Co Covan.

There were no nominations for this conference.
08/05:09
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985.
There were no objections to the Notices of Applications Under the Licensing (NI) Order l996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order l985.
08/05:10
SEALING OF DOCUMENTS
After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved

“That the Grant of Easement for the laneway at Fairhill Street, Ballycastle would be Signed and Sealed.”
  
Councillor Blaney left the meeting at this point.

08/05:11
CORRESPONDENCE
NILGA Monthly Update – February 2008

This document was circulated for information.
Letter dated 18 February 2008 from Royal Ulster Constabulary GC Foundation regarding providing a link from Council Website

Councillor C McShane stated that this letter should be marked read as this could open the open the floodgates for other organisations.

After discussion, it was agreed that this letter would be marked read.

Letter dated 25 February 2008 from Down District Council regarding Preserving the Renewal Energy Industry in Northern Ireland
It was agreed that this letter would be marked read.
Letter dated 25th February 2008 from DOE regarding the Council’s support for a resolution by Limavady Borough Council calling for power sharing and proportionality in the new Councils to be created under the RPA

This letter was circulated for information.
Letter dated 26th February 2008 from RTE regarding RTE’s decision to cease broadcasting RTE Radio on Medium Wave as from 24th March 2008.

This letter was circulated for information.
Letter dated 26th February 2008 from Quarry Products Association regarding “State of the Roads Campaign”

This was read 

Letter dated 3 March 2008 from DOE in reply to the Council’s concern with regard to existing policy for tourist accommodation and demonstration of exceptional need.

Councillor McMullan stated that this reply was an insult to the Council and asked that a letter be sent to the DOE to ascertain how to determine exceptional need.
The Clerk suggested that this issue could be addressed when the draft proposals for consultation were received.
08/05:12
  ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY OF NECESSITY ARISE
Flooding at Chapel Road, Cushendall
Councillor McMullan referred to the recent flooding at Chapel Road, Cushendall, resulting in the water being above the car wheels and engines being damaged.  He stated that the alignment to the road needed to be corrected and requested that a letter be sent to the DRD Roads Service asking them to solve the problem of floodwater at Chapel Road.
This was agreed.
Noticeboard in Bushmills
Councillor McIlroy requested that the installation of a Notice board for the use of Community groups in Bushmills be investigated.
This was agreed.
Toilets at Dundarave – Bushmills
In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the HTS stated that he would investigate the public convenience signs in the Diamond area of Bushmills to ensure permanent fixing. 
Ballintoy Harbour
Councillor Graham referred to the recent incident at Ballintoy Harbour and informed members that the PSNI had encountered difficulty in launching their boat and had to contact a local boatman for assistance.

He stated that the boatmen would like to come to agreement with Council to use the slipway legally to maintain their own moorings and that they would like to negotiate a rate with the Council.
The Clerk stated that the Council did not have flexibility to negotiate on the current level of charges.
Councillor Graham pointed out that it was widely felt that the harbour did not require dredging but needed to be dug out and cleaned.

The Clerk stated that sand taken out of the harbour could not be dumped but could be used to replenish the Sandy Port.

Councillor C McShane stated that the initial charges should be reviewed and pointed out that these should not be the same as Rathlin island as Ballintoy was not a safe harbour and was only used for ten weeks by six boats.
Councillor Harding stated that the Local Government Auditor should be ask for   direction regarding the charges at Ballintoy Harbour.
   This was agreed.

Date of Next Council Meeting

It was agreed that the next Council meeting would be held on Monday 31 March at 7.00pm.

The meeting concluded at 12.45 pm
……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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