MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2013

In the Chair:
Councillor S Hunter
Members Present:
Councillors J Baird, S Blaney, D F Cunningham, 
W Graham, R D McDonnell, R McIlroy, M A McKillop, 
S McKillop, C McShane, P McShane, C C Thompson. 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Director of Corporate Services

Mr A McPeake, Director of Environmental Services

Ms L Scullion, Community Services Manager
Ms D Bader, Member Services/Clerical Officer
13/06:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors N McAllister, D McAllister and 
notification was received that Councillor Hunter would be delayed.  Councillor Blaney chaired the meeting.

It was agreed to approve retrospective attendance for Tender & Commissioning Training on 8th November 2012 and Collaboration Training on 22nd November 2012 for Councillor S McKillop.


It was agreed that the one item under AOB would be brought forward.
AOB

Councillor S McKillop proposed that the Council will not in future tolerate use of unparliamentary language; swearing or derogatory remarks being made about members in the chamber.  Such behaviour will require decisive and immediate sanction from the Chairperson.  

Action will include:

(a) An immediate apology for a minor offence or

(b) Immediate exclusion from the meeting.

Some members stated that they had felt uncomfortable by derogatory comments made to Councillor S McKillop at the last Council meeting and that they wished to see the Council Chamber a more respectful place in the future.

Councillor S McKillop wished it to be recorded that the alleged abuse had come from Councillor P McShane who responded that his remarks were not derogatory but he had merely suggested that Councillor S McKillop had been confused.

After discussion, it was agreed that this Council would not in future tolerate use of unparliamentary language; swearing or personal derogatory remarks being made about members in the chamber.  Such behaviour will require decisive and immediate sanction from the Chairperson and will require an immediate apology.

It was also agreed that the words ‘immediate exclusion from the meeting for all other offences’ be removed from the resolution as Council had no power to excluded members.

13/06:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 4TH JANUARY 2013 AND 14TH JANUARY 2013

The minutes of the Council Meeting on 4th January 2013 and 14th January 2013 having been circulated, were taken as read.
Minutes of the Council Meeting 14th January 2013


With reference to Item 13/02:04 the last paragraph of World Heritage Site Management Plan, Councillor S McKillop requested the word “rewording” be removed and replaced with “Councillor C McShane’s insinuations”.
Councillor C McShane responded that no insinuations had been made.
Councillor S McKillop wished it to be recorded that she disagreed.

After discussion,



Councillor Cunningham proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,


“That the minutes of the Council Meeting Minutes held on 4th January 2013 and 14th January 2013 be adopted.”
13/06:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 4TH JANUARY 2013 AND 14TH JANUARY 2013
There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the Council Meeting of 
4th January 2013.










Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 14th January 2013
Memorandum of Understanding relating to a Collaborative Partnership between Moyle District Council and Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (Requested by Councillor Thompson)

It was reported that the Memorandum of Understanding had been sent to DARD for signing but no response had been received as yet.

13/06:04
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

The Community Services Manager presented an overview of the Delivery of the Community Support Programme, Good Relations Programme and Community Cohesion Project over the last 6 months followed by questions and answers.
Councillor Hunter arrived at the meeting and took over the Chair.

Members thanked the Community Services Manager for her comprehensive and outstanding report and the important links that had been made between all the communities.
Seeding Grant Application – Ballintoy Old School Restoration Committee
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the Seeding Grant of £225 to Ballintoy Old School Restoration Committee.
Request for extension to Community Infrastructure Fund grant of £8,000 awarded to Ruairi Og GAC, Cushendall
After discussion, it was agreed to approve a 6 month extension until 
30th September 2013 for Community Infrastructure Fund Grant award to Ruairi Og GAC, Cushendall.

Good Relations Grant Scheme
After discussion, it was agreed to approve a £250 grant to Armoy Community Association’s “Blossom Where You are Planted” project.
Mosside Development Group
After discussion, it was agreed to permit Mosside Development Group to place an entrance feature outside of the Community Centre as part of their participation in the Moyle Community Cohesion Project.
It was also agreed to approve the design of a mosaic feature to be placed on the existing plinths in Mosside in Community Walk as part of Mosside Development Groups participation on Moyle Community Cohesion Project.

Liscolman Community Association

After discussion, it was agreed to permit Liscolman Community Association to replace the gate and fence with an artistic practical version of a gate and fence as part of their participation in the Moyle Community Cohesion Project.
Dial-a-Lift Scheme

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would write a letter of support to North Coast Community Transport regarding its application to the Social Investment Fund in order to extend the Dial-a-Lift scheme.

After discussion,


Councillor Baird proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the Development Services Report be adopted.”


13/06:05

CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
Seafront Exhibition Centre
After discussion, it was agreed to accept the one bid submitted on the Seafront Exhibition Centre and to draw up an agreement with the successful bidder for a one year period with the further option to extend for two years.
Annual Trading Concessions – Update
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would run an auction for those facilities that are still remaining.
Councillor McIlroy left the meeting.

Land at Ramoan Road – NIFRS - Update
Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting.
With reference to the portion of land at Ramoan Road, Ballycastle earmarked for purchase by the NIFRS, it was agreed that Council would approve the request from Rev David Ferguson, Parish Church, Ballycastle for their Engineers to access the surface water system from NI Water at the boundary wall.

Local Government Reforms

Reference was made to recent focus group meetings regarding Policy proposals for Statutory Transition Committee’s and whether Council wished to made a corporate response. 
After discussion, 

Councillor P McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,

“That this Council would submit a corporate response to the DOE with regards to the Local Government Reform Policy Proposal for Establishing Statutory Transition Committees”.
It was also agreed that there would be a Workshop held before the Council Meeting on Monday 25th February at 6.p.m.

Streamlined Planning Reports

After discussion, it was agreed to continue with the electronic method of circulating and communicating Streamlined Planning Reports with paper copies sent to those Councillors who do not have access to email, and a paper copy kept for file.
Financial Policies
After discussion, following the Rates Estimates Meeting, it was agreed to approve the following updated policies/statements:
1. Treasury Management Policy Statement
2. Treasury Management Strategy Statement 2013-14
3. Minimum Revenue Provision (MRP) Policy Statement 2013-14
4. Prudential Indicators 2013-2016
After discussion,

Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That the Corporate Services Report be adopted.”


13/06:06

INTERIM ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT
Cushendall Caravan Park Coastal Protection

Reference was made to the recent inspection of the coastal protection along Cushendall Caravan Park and the concern over the structural stability of the gabion wall.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Council’s annual term contractor would commence work to install rock armor to prevent collapse of the gabion wall in the near future.

RDP Tenders
After discussion, it was agreed:

(a) To award AG Wilson the contract for refurbishment of Dunseverick Amenity Block, for a sum of £78,752.65 + VAT.


(b) To award AG Wilson the contract for refurbishment of Cushendall Caravan Park Amenity Block, for a sum of £162,217.03+ VAT.


(c) To award Boyd Landscape Ltd the contract for provision of Camping Cabins at Cushendall Caravan Park for a sum of £56,629.03 + VAT.

(d) To award Boyd Landscape Ltd the contract for provision of Camping Cabins and associated kitchen facilities at Cushendun Caravan Park for a sum of £58,617.96 + VAT.

After discussion,
Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That the Interim Environmental Services Report be adopted.”

13/06:07

 CUSHENDALL FIRE STATION


(Requested by Councillor Thompson)
The Chair welcomed Paddy McLaughlin, a local businessman from Cushendall, to the Council Meeting. He stated that the Fire Station in Cushendall was only provided as a temporary structure in 1990 with limited facilities, and that the people of Cushendall were seeking to gain support from Moyle District Council to try to push the NIFRS to honour their commitments for a new Fire Station.

Discussion took place regarding the poor state of the current structure which has already led to injury to one of the fire fighters, and the fact that there is only one shower, one toilet and one changing room, which is not only is inconvenient for existing officers, but would be problematic when seeking to employ women into the service.

After further discussion, it was agreed that all Councillors would attend the Public Meeting at Glens Hotel Cushendall on Thursday March 7th 2013 @ 7.30pm, and Council as a corporate body would put their signature to the petition for Cushendall Fire Station.
It was also agreed that Council would seek a meeting with the Minister and also the support of the 12 MLA’s in both North and East Antrim.



13/06:08

THAT THIS COUNCIL REQUESTS A MEETING WITH THE MANAGEMENT OF NIFRS TO DISCUSS THE PROGRESS OF THE PROPOSED BALLYCASTLE COMMUNITY FIRE STATION AND PROVISION OF NEW FACILITIES IN CUSHENDALL


(Requested by Councillor Cunningham)
This was covered in Item 13/04:07 of the meeting.
Councillor Thompson left the meeting.


13/06:09

THAT THIS COUNCIL WRITES TO DEL MINISTER STEPHEN FARRY TO ASK HIM TO GIVE US AN UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS ON THE YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SCHEME AND HOW MANY EMPLOYERS IN MOYLE HAVE SIGNED UP TO THIS SCHEME.
(Requested by Councillor N McAllister)
It was agreed that this item be deferred until the next Council Meeting.
Councillor Thompson returned to the meeting.

Councillor M A McKillop left the meeting.
13/06:10

THAT THIS COUNCIL CALLS FOR THE ASSEMBLY TO WORK TOGETHER WITH THE IRISH GOVERNMENT ON WHATEVER TECHNICAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE GREATER AVAILABILITY OF RTE AND TG4 IN THE GREAT BALLYCASTLE AREA
(Requested by Councillor Cunningham)

Councillor P McShane left the meeting. 

It was stated that residents in the Ballycastle area were experiencing difficulty in receiving RTE and TG4, and therefore have to pay for additional equipment in order to access these channels.  Lots had been promised since the digital switchover but no improvements had been made.

After discussion, it was agreed that this Council would call for the Assembly to work together with the Irish Government on whatever technical arrangements are required to achieve greater availability of RTE and TG4 in the greater Ballycastle Area.

Councillor C McShane left the meeting.






13/06:11

THAT THIS COUNCIL GAINS A LEGAL OPINION ON ITS ABILITY TO SUPPORT THOSE SPORTING ORGANISATIONS PAYING UNFAIR RATES
(Requested by Councillor P McShane)

This item was withdrawn from the meeting.


13/06:12

CONFERENCES AND COURSES
(a) NICVA’s Vital Link ‘Get to know the Sector’ one day seminars to be held on 19th February, 21st February, 12th March and 19th March 2013 in NICVA Belfast

After discussion,

Councillor Graham proposed,

Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved, 


“That Councillors Blaney and S McKillop be nominated for 
12th March 2013.”
(b) Agenda NI – Northern Ireland Housing Conference – Facing an Uncertain Future to be held on 21st March 2013 at Grosvenor House, Belfast

There were no nominations.
(c) Eures Cross Border Partnership Tourism Conference 2013 – Sustainable Tourism – Practical ideas for your business to be held on 24th April 2013 at Ballymascanlon House Hotel, Dundalk, Co Louth 

After discussion,

Councillor Baird proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That Councillors Blaney, McIlroy and S McKillop be nominated.”
13/06:13
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985
· Application for the transfer of a Provisionally Granted Liquor Licence for Nahinch Limited in respect of premises at 54 Main Street, Bushmills.


· Application for the transfer of a Liquor Licence for Portnaboe Limited in respect of premises at the Nook, 48 Causeway Road, Bushmills.


· Application for a Grant of Licence for French Rooms Ltd, 45 Main Street, Bushmills, for authorisation of the sale of Intoxicating Liquor by Retail in a Restaurant.

There were no objections to the above applications.

13/06:14
RENEWALS UNDER REGISTRATION OF CLUBS ORDER 1996
· Cushendall Golf Club
· Ballycastle Golf Club

· Cushendall Sailing & Boating Club

· McQuillans Gaelic Athletic Club

There were no objections to the above applications.

Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting.
13/06:15
SEALING OF DOCUMENTS

There were no documents for signing and sealing.
13/06:16
CORRESPONDENCE
(a) Email dated 30th January 2013 from DOE Marine Division on behalf of Developers for the North Antrim Coast Tidal Projects presentation.

(b) Email dated 1st February 2013 from Louise O’Farrell of Tesco’s re Tesco Site at Leyland Road, Ballycastle in response to Council’s letter dated 
9th January 2013.


(c) Letter dated 1st February 2013 from NILGA re Annual Business Plan 2013/14.

(d) Letter dated 1st February 2013 from Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety Learning Disability Unit re children with special needs transferring from Children to Adult Services and MDC’s consultation response on Transforming Your Care and the present lack of services and facilities provided.


It was agreed that the above correspondence would be marked as read.

(e) Letter dated 28th January 2013 from DOE regarding Capacity Building and Training in respect of the Transfer of Planning Functions (circulated on the night).

After discussion, it was agreed that members would provide feedback to the Chief Executive by 8th March 2013, which would be then forward on to the DOE.

13/06:17
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY OF NECESSITY ARISE

This was dealt with at the beginning of the meeting.
The meeting concluded at 20.40 pm
……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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