MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14TH JANUARY 2013
In the Chair:
Councillor S Hunter
Members Present:
Councillors J Baird, S Blaney, D F Cunningham, W Graham, 
N McAllister, C McCambridge, R D McDonnell, R McIlroy, 
M A McKillop, S McKillop, C McShane, P McShane, 
C C Thompson. 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Director of Corporate Services

Mr A McPeake, Director of Environmental Services

Mrs E Mulholland, Director of Development Services
Ms D Bader, Member Services/Clerical Officer
13/02:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Chairman’s Business

The Chair wished all Councillors and staff a Happy New Year.

Housing Executive
Reference was made to the proposed changes to be made to the Housing Executive by the Minister of Social Development.  It was suggested that all Parties were not fully aware of what the changes were, even though it was stated that this was agreed at the Executive.
13/02:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 10TH DECEMBER 2012
The minutes of the Council Meeting on 10th December 2012 having been circulated, were taken as read.
It was agreed that the Minutes of 10th December 2012 be amended to include when Councillor S McKillop left and returned to the meeting.

After discussion,



Councillor Blaney proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10th December 2012 be adopted, subject to this amendment.”



Councillor S McKillop requested that it be recorded that she disagreed with the minutes because it was not noted that correspondence had been received from the flag protestors.  Councillors Baird and Graham also requested that their disagreement be noted.


13/02:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 10TH DECEMBER 2012
With reference to Item 12/26:04 it was stated that Moyle Youth Council had not yet given an alternative date to present to Council.

With reference to Recruitment and Selection it was agreed that the DCS would bring back costings from before and after restructuring.
With reference to the Northern Trust’s Community and Voluntary Sector Service Project Pilot Scheme Councillor Cunningham advised that the next meeting was to be on 26th January 2013 and that this was about finding funding for the scheme.
13/02:04
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT
The Development Services report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

It was agreed that the Lammas Fair Working Group meeting be changed from 
15th January 2013 to Monday 4th February at 3 p.m.

Bushmills Old Library – TIC Project
Members were advised that the previous request for a meeting with the Permanent Secretary of DARD and NITB had been turned down.  In view of this development the employment of an independent advisor had been put on hold.
Discussion took place including the need for this facility, the entrance fee at the Giants Causeway TIC and also the cost to the ratepayers.

After discussion, 

Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham,

“That Council proceed with this project without grant aid.”
Councillor Baird proposed an amendment,

Seconded by Councillor S McKillop,
“That Council fight on and continue to challenge and seek independent professional advice on the economic appraisal and also lobby Stormont on this matter”.



Councillor Thompson proposed a further amendment,


Seconded by Councillor N McAllister,

“That Council investigate other uses to make the building economically viable.”
A recorded vote was requested by Councillor Thompson.
On a recorded vote being taken on the further amendment, Councillors Blaney, Cunningham, N McAllister, McCambridge, M A McKillop, C McShane, 
P McShane and Thompson voted in favour and Councillors Baird, Graham, Hunter, McDonnell and McIlroy voted against the amendment which carried.  Councillor S McKillop abstained.
World Heritage Site Management Plan
Councillor P McShane left the meeting.

Reference was made to the meeting with the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust regarding the World Heritage Site Management Plan and Moyle District Councils response.
Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.  

Councillors C McShane and R McIlroy left the meeting.

Points discussed included protection of world heritage status, benefits from the tourism spin-off for Moyle, marketing, public transport links, pedestrian/cyclist access, democratic representation and rewording of some points in the plan. 
Councillors C McShane and McIlroy  returned to the meeting.

It was agreed that at objective 5b1 the words “enable local communities” would be added.

After further discussion,


Councillor C McShane proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Thompson,

“That the words “reflective of the district” be inserted in the first additional comment regarding cultural heritage traditions”.
On a vote being taken on the proposal there were 7 votes in favour and 1 vote against the proposal, which was carried.

Councillor S McKillop requested that it be noted that she strongly disagreed with the rewording.

Transforming your Care
It was agreed that Council would approve the draft response to the consultation document ‘Transforming Your Care’.
Programme of Grants to Community and Voluntary Organisations 2013-14
A summary of the proposed Programme of Grants to Community and Voluntary Organisation was outlined in the Development Services Report.
After discussion, in which issues discussed included the percentage of technical assistance, access to funding by Community Groups and criteria for awarding grants, it was agreed that Council would approve the recommendations of the Community Grants Assessment Panel with reference to the Programme of Grants to Community and Voluntary Organisations in 2013-2014.

Community Small Grant Application – Ballycastle & District Tractor Ploughing Society

Councillor P McShane left the meeting.

It was agreed that Council would approve a Community Small Grant of £100 to Ballycastle & District Ploughing Society. 
Memorandum of Understanding relating to a Collaborative Partnership between Moyle District Council and Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
After discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,



Seconded by Councillor N A McAllister and resolved,
“That Council would approve the Memorandum of Understanding relating to a Collaborative Partnership between Moyle District Council and Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.”
Bonmargy Friary
Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.

After discussion in which issues raised included the responsibility of repairs and maintenance to the Friary and graveyard, it was agreed that Council would address the damage to the northern corner of the boundary wall and the overgrown ivy around the perimeter wall.
After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That the Development Services Report be adopted.”







13/02:05

CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
Disciplinary Policy
After discussion,


Councillor Baird proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That Council would approve the revised Disciplinary Policy as agreed by the Joint Consultative Committee.”
Portion of Land at Ramoan Road, Ballycastle
It was agreed that Council would approve the request from Rev David Ferguson, Parish Church, Ballycastle for permission to access the surface water system from NI Water at the boundary wall on council land at Ramoan Road, subject to no objections from the NIFRS.

Trading Concessions

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,

“That Council would approve the extension of the Annual Trading Concessions to those successful traders for last year for a further one year period providing that they were based on last years’ figures.”
Financing the Reform Programme
A report from the Change Manager was presented which outlined the current position regarding financing the reform programme and concluded with recommendations that Council adopt a minimal funding approach, that this be allocated from Council reserves, and that Council consider a preference for a method of allocation.
After discussion, the recommendations were agreed, with a preference for the EPP method of allocation.

Absenteeism and Long Term Sickness

With reference to the Absenteeism Report it was agreed that the DCS would bring back to Council a breakdown of the long-term sickness figures.

Councillor McDonnell left the meeting.

The DCS reminded members of the rates Meeting on Monday 21st January 2013 at 7.00 p.m.




After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That the Corporate Services Report be adopted.”
Councillor McDonnell returned to the meeting.

13/02:06

CHANGES TO BALLYCASTLE BUS SERVICE
(Requested by Councillor Blaney)
Reference was made to recent changes to the Ballycastle Town bus service and it was stated that this service needed to be supported if it was to continue. 

The DDS stated that changes had been made to services without consultation with the Transport Working Group.  The bus service was then reinstated in the meeting of 6th January 2013 but would have to be reviewed at a later date.
13/02:07

THAT COUNCIL PROCEED IMMEDIATELY TO TERMINATE THE LEASE FOLLOWING THE NON-DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION FROM THE GIANTS CAUSEWAY & BUSHMILLS RAILWAY COMPANY (AS SET OUT IN THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS)



(Requested by Councillor P McShane)
The meeting continued in Committee.

Reference was made to the failure to respond to previous requests for information under the terms of the lease.
After discussion,

Councillor McShane proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Thompson,

“That this Council proceeds immediately to terminate the lease following the non-disclosure of information from the Giants Causeway & Bushmills Railway Company. (As set out in the terms and conditions.)”

After further discussion,

Councillor McIlroy proposed an amendment,

Seconded by Councillor S McKillop,

“That Council write to the owner of Giants Causeway & Bushmills Railway Company to invite him to meet with the Chief Executive, Chair and Vice Chair following non-disclosure of information.”

A recorded vote on the proposal was requested by Councillor McIlroy.
On a recorded vote being taken on the amendment, Councillors Baird, Blaney, Cunningham, Graham, Hunter, McCambridge, McDonnell, McIlroy and 
S McKillop voted in favour and Councillors N McAllister, 
M A McKillop, P McShane, C McShane and Thompson, voted against the amendment which was carried.
Councillor Hunter left the meeting.

The meeting continued out of Committee.
13/02:08

FOR COUNCIL TO EXPLORE OPTIONS WITH INVEST NI ON LEYLAND SITE


(Requested by Councillor C McShane)
Reference was made to the Invest NI ground on Leyland Road which may be surplus to requirements, and that Ballycastle Community Development Group have made approaches about using this ground for an outdoor play area for the residents around this part of Ballycastle.


Councillors McIlroy and M A McKillop left the meeting. 

After discussion,






Councillor C McShane proposed,




Seconded by Councillor M A McKillop and resolved


“That Council would explore options with Invest NI on the Leyland Road site."

13/02:09

CONFERENCES AND COURSES
a) Department of Environment Local Government Reform Seminar – Communication Matters to be held on 17th January 2013 at Craigavon Civic Centre

There were no nominations.


b) The Consumer Council – When and How to use the Small Claims Court Workshop to be held on Friday 25th January 2013 at NICVA, Belfast

There were no nominations.


c) Northern Ireland Waste Conference – Looking to an Ambitious Waste Future to be held on 6th February 2013, Titanic Belfast

There were no nominations


d) Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland Spring Seminar to be held on 15th and 16th February 2013 in the Brandon House Hotel, New Ross, Co Wexford

There were no nominations.

Councillor Hunter returned to the meeting.

e) North East PEACE III Partnership Conference, “Inclusion: the Life Force of Democracy and a Shared Society” to be held on 22nd January 2013 at the Lodge Hotel, Coleraine (circulated on the night)

After discussion,



Councillor McDonnell proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved, 




“That Councillor McCambridge be nominated.”


After discussion,



Councillor Baird proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,


“That Councillor McIlroy be nominated.”

f) Agenda NI, Delivering Renewable Energy Policy Seminar to be held on Friday 25th January 2013 at the Odyssey, Belfast

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,



“That Councillor Cunningham be nominated.”
13/02:10
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985
Application for an Occasional Licence – 25th January 2013, Stanley and James McFarland, at Ballintoy Masonic Hall.
There were no objections to the above application.
13/02:11
SEALING OF DOCUMENTS
After discussion


Councillor Hunter proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved.

“That Council would sign and seal Moyle District Council and David Allen Holdings Limited Trading as JCDecaux with reference to Rental and Maintenance Agreement for Automated Public Convenience (Pillar).”





13/02:12
CORRESPONDENCE
It was agreed that the following correspondence would be marked as read.

(a) Letter dated 10th December 2012 from Roads Service re roads issues raised at Moyle District Council Meeting 12th November 2012.

(b) Letter dated 14th December 2012 from Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue Service re the provision of flooding resources.

(c) Letter dated 17th December 2012 from Invest Northern Ireland re our letter dated 3rd December 2012 reference Patton sub-contractors.

(d) Letter dated 17th December 2012 from Northern Ireland Office re Council’s letter dated 20th November 2012 to the Electoral Commission.

(e) Letter dated 17th December 2012 regarding Council’s concern about difficulties of rural patient access to hospital services.

(f) Letter dated 19th December 2012 from Department for Regional Development regarding provision of transport for patients in rural areas accessing hospital services.

(g) Letter dated 7th January 2013 from Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety – Primary & Community Care Directorate General Dental and Ophthalmic Branch – Consultation on proposals to change the treatments that are available through General Dental Services.

13/02:13
  
   ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY OF NECESSITY ARISE

Prohibition of Traffic Order – Giants Causeway
(Requested by Councillor McIlroy)

Members raised their concerns with reference to the above at the Giants Causeway which would prohibit all vehicles except buses, residents  and landowners from  using the Giants Causeway Road.
After discussion,  


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S McKillop and resolved,

“That Council would write to DRD with their objections to the Prohibition of Traffic Order -Giants Causeway Road.”

The meeting concluded at 22.00 pm
……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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