MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14TH OCTOBER 2013

In the Chair:
Councillor C McShane
Members Present:
Councillors J Baird, S Blaney, D F Cunningham, 
W Graham, S Hunter, R D McDonnell, R McIlroy, 
M A McKillop, P McShane, C C Thompson
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive

Mrs M Quinn, Director of Corporate Services

Mr A McPeake, Director of Environmental Services

Mrs E Mulholland, Director of Development Services



Ms B Butler – PCSP Manager

Mr J King – HSENI

Slieve An Orra Airmen Memorial Fund
Ms B Laverty 
Mr E McBride
Mr B Laverty
Ms T McBride
Dr J Johnston
Mr T Murdoch

Ms D Bader, Member Services Clerical Officer
13/22:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors D McAllister, N McAllister, McCambridge and S McKillop.

Chairman’s Business


International Ploughing Championships

Members were reminded that the International Ploughing Championships were to take place in Bushmills on 18th and 19th October 2013, and that passes were still available for both days from the Chair. 
Sport

Congratulations were offered to Ballycastle Under 14’s Hurling Team for their win in the North Antrim Championships against Cushendall on Sunday 13th October 2013.

Local Democracy Week


Members were reminded that as part of Local Democracy Week P7 pupils from the Glens and Causeway and also Ballycastle Schools would be attending events in Sheskburn House on Tuesday 15th October and Wednesday 16th October 2013.  Any members wishing to participate were welcome.


Ballinasloe October Fair

It was reported that members were very well received by the organisers of the Ballinasloe October Fair. The Chair apologised for not being able to attend this event.

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That Council would approve retrospective attendance for the Ballinasloe 
October Fair 2013 and 3 Fairs Dinner held on 28th September 2013 for 
Councillor S Blaney.”

All Star Awards


With reference to the Under 21 All Star Awards, after discussion it was agreed that Council would invite the two young men from Ballycastle and three from Moyle to the Night of Heroes.

13/22:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 09TH SEPTEMBER 2013

The minutes of the Council Meeting on 09th September 2013 were taken as read.

With reference to Page 2 of the minutes under DVLA Coleraine, it was agreed to amend this to read “It was reported that the Public Consultation on the DVLA was to close……...”.


After discussion,



Councillor Blaney proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 09th September 2013 be adopted, subject to the above amendment.”
13/22:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 09TH SEPTEMBER 2013

With reference to the proposed closure of the DVLA in Coleraine, it was stated that members were to attend ‘A Day of Action’ in Coleraine and that another date had been scheduled for Ballycastle. It was urged that members try to attend. 
13/22:04
PRESENTATION BY HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE NI (HSENI)

A comprehensive presentation was delivered by Mr Jim King from HSENI on health and safety within the Council, legal responsibilities and the challenges ahead following RPA, followed by questions and answers.



Discussions included the variation across the 26 Councils in relation to commitment, desire and accident statistics and MDC’s positive approach to Health and Safety.
13/22:05
PRESENTATION BY SLIEVE AN ORRA AIRMEN MEMORIAL FUND

Members of the Slieve an Orra Airmen Memorial Fund were welcomed to the meeting.  Mr Eamonn McBride and Ms Barbara Laverty spoke on behalf of the Memorial Fund.  



The Memorial fund was set up to raise funds for an appropriate memorial to be permanently placed on the top of the mountain itself to mark the spot where 10 US airmen lost their lives in an air crash at Slieve An Orra in October 1942.  It was felt that this memorial would bring final closure for the servicemen’s families.


After discussion, in which points raised included the exact location of the crash, approval from landowners, maintenance of the stone, possible vandalism, creating international interest, documentation on the Moyle Way and as part of the Heritage Trail,




Councillor Thompson proposed,




Seconded by Councillor P McShane and resolved,




“That Council would make a commitment to take on liability and 
maintenance of the war memorial stone to be erected on Slieve An Orra to 
commemorate the US Airmen who lost their lives in the air 
crash of 1942.”


13/22:06
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.



PCSP Update

This was moved to the end of the Development Services Report.



Recommendation of the Community Grants Assessment Panel

It was agreed to approve the grant of £2052 to the Bushmills Village Forum for their Bushmills Village Master Plan to carry out technical studies to enable them to develop a riverside walk from the Salmon Research Station to Walkmills and soft landscape works including street furniture.


Councillors P McShane and McIlroy left the Meeting

With reference to the previous request for Council to assist with the funding for the International Ploughing Championships on 18th and 19th October 2013, it was agreed that Council would not reopen grant programmes due to the need to be consistent and fair and also the onerous amount of administration involved. 

Councillors P McShane and McIlroy returned to the meeting.

Reference was made to the Council Meeting of 24th June 2013 and the agreement that any shortfall in the Community/Tourism budget would be used to establish a small grants programme for voluntary sports clubs, after discussion, it was agreed that the Leisure Services Manager would prepare draft criteria and a timeframe which should be brought to Council for discussion and approval at a future meeting and that the Sports Advisory Committee would be consulted on this matter.

Community Small Grant Application

After discussion, it was agreed to award a Community Small Grant of £150 to Carnduff Community Association towards the cost of purchasing 3 Salt Boxes.

Councillor C McShane left the meeting.

Moyle Forests Tourist Development Opportunities

Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting.

The DDS reported that the executive summary of economical appraisal on the proposed recreational facility improvements for MDC had been submitted to DARD and that copies of the full business plan were available upon request.

Halloween Fireworks Display

It was recommended that permission not be given to Broughgammon Farm, Straid Road, Ballycastle to trade from a refrigerated van selling their own farm produce at the seafront during the Halloween Fireworks Display.

After discussion, which included affecting seafront traders and setting a precedent a vote was requested.


On a vote being taken on the recommendation, there were 8 votes in favour of and 3 votes against the recommendation, which was carried.


PCSP Update

Councillor Thompson left the meeting.

The PCSP Manager presented a report on the PCSP Review and Action Plan 2013/2014, followed by questions and answers.


During questions and answers, issues discussed included what constitutes anti- social behaviour, prevention of crime, young people and drink and drugs and roadshows in schools and public meetings.


After discussion,

Councillor Baird proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,




“That the Development Services Report be adopted.”


13/22:07
CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT

The Corporate Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Councillor Cunningham left the meeting.

Cairns Residents Group – Lease re Allotments land adjacent to Cairns
After discussion,


Councillor P McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,




“That the revised lease for Cairns Development Group – re allotments land 

adjacent to Cairns be signed and sealed.”

LPS Asset Valuation

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,




“That Council would proceed with appointing LPS to carry out a 



full asset valuation.”

Councillor Cunningham returned to the meeting.

The meeting continued in Committee.






Lands at the Giants Causeway – The Nook

Reference was made to correspondence received from National Trust regarding a planning application for Lands at the Giants Causeway – The Nook.  After discussion, which included the lease and discrepancy of ownership, it was agreed that Council would follow legal advice in order to protect Council land.


Appointment of Clerk and Chief Executive to New Council

The Chief Executive made a declaration of interest in this item.

With reference to the appointment of Clerk and Chief Executives to the new Council, after discussion, it was agreed that Council would seek an indemnity from DOE regarding the risks associated with this process.

The meeting continued out of Committee.

Statutory Transition Committee Budget

After discussion, it was agreed that Council approve the Statutory Transition Committee Budget which was presented and approved by the STC on Thursday 26th September 2013.

Audit and Governance Working Group – Declaration of Interest

After discussion, it was agreed that members would be asked to declare any interest at the beginning of each Council meeting and that the approved template would be completed and returned at the end of the meeting. This would be kept on file and reviewed annually.

Further Education 

It was agreed that Council would approve a request from an elected member to undertake further education.


After discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That the Corporate Services Report be adopted.”

13/22:08
CONFERENCES AND COURSES
(a) Causeway Cost and Glens Community Networks – Working and Sharing Together Community Planning Conference to be held on 
Wednesday 23rd October 2013 at the Royal Court Hotel, Portrush.



Councillor P McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved, 


“That Councillor Blaney be nominated.”


(b) Douglas Hyde Conference – Gathering Ourselves Again: the Legacy of Douglas Hyde, the Life and Death of the Irish Language to be held on Friday 6th October 2013 at the BMW Conference Room, The Square, Ballaghaderreen, Co Roscommon.



Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved, 


“That Councillor P McShane be nominated.”

(c) NILGA Conference – The Draft Local Government Bill – The Real Bill, The Real Impact to be held on 28th October 2013 at the Glenavon Hotel, Cookstown and on 29th October 2013 at Lagan Valley Island Centre, Lisburn.



Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor P McShane and resolved, 


“That Councillor Cunningham be nominated to attend on 


28th October 2013 and Councillors Baird, Blaney and McIlroy be 


nominated to attend on 29th October 2013.”

(d) Tidy Northern Ireland 2013 Litter Summit to be held on Wednesday 13th November 2013 at Mossley Mill, Newtownabbey.


(e) Citizens Advice Bureau Annual Conference and AGM – Responding to a Change in a Digital Age to be held on Thursday 21st November 2013 at 10:00am at Riddel Hall, Stranmillis Road, Belfast.

There were no nominations for the above two conferences.


13/22:09
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985
· Application for a Declaration of Final Grant of a Licence for Portnaboe Limited in respect of premises situated at 54 Main Street, Bushmills.


There were no objections to the above application.


13/22:10
SEALING OF DOCUMENTS

After discussion, 


Councillor C McShane proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Cunningham and resolved,

“That Council sign and seal the lease for the Cairns Resident’s Group re 
Allotments.”




13/22:11
CORRESPONDENCE
(a) Letter dated 20th September 2013 from Department of Environment in response to Council’s letter dated 13th September 2013 regarding Moy Park Strategic Planning Project.


(b) Letter dated 24th September 2013 from Department of Regional Development regarding Rathlin & Strangford Project.


(c) Letter dated 26th September 2013 from Department of Regional Development regarding Review of Roads Service Winter Service.


(d) Letter dated 26th September 2013 from Health and Social Care Board in response to Council’s letter of 17th September 2013 requesting representatives of the NLCG to attend a Council Meeting. 


(e) Letter dated 2nd October 2013 from Lisburn City Council regarding a motion passed at a Meeting of Lisburn City Council held on 24th September 2013.


(f) Letter dated 3rd October 2013 from Christine Darrah, Clerk to the Committee for Justice regarding Human Trafficking and Exploitation (Further Provisions and Support for Victims) Bill.


(g) Letter dated 4th October 2013 from Armoy Motorcycle Road Racing Club Limited regarding Armoy Road Race 2013.


(h) Letter dated 7th October 2013 from Roads Service regarding Roads Service Roads Programme – Autumn Consultations.


It was agreed that the above correspondence would all be marked as read.

Circulated on the Night


(a) Letter dated 8th October 2013 from Roads Service in response to Councils 
letter of 13th September regarding safety measures on Cushendall Road 
(McAllister’s Corner), Ballycastle.


It was reported that there were no warning signs approaching McAllister’s 
Corner and that there had been five accidents over the past five weeks, 
therefore a solution to this problem was now a priority.


After discussion, it was agreed that Council would write to the Regional 
Development Minister to request that warning signs be erected in the interim 
period to the proposed Vehicle Restraint System (crash barrier) being 
constructed.


It was also suggested that this issue be raised with Roads Service at the 
Council Meeting on 11th November 2013.



(b) Letter dated 8th October 2013 from Lifeboats regarding RNLI Red Bay 
Lifeboat Open Day 3rd August 2013.


It was agreed that the above correspondence would be marked as read.

Resignation

A letter was received at the meeting from Councillor MA McKillop, informing Council of her resignation from Sinn Fein and her intention to retain her seat and serve the electorate of the Glens in the capacity as an Independent Councillor.

13/22:12
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY OF NECESSITY ARISE

There was no other business.
The meeting concluded at 21:35 pm
……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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