MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 16th APRIL 2007 AT 10.00AM
In the Chair:
Councillor S Blaney
Members Present:
Councillors M Black, H A Harding, A P McConaghy, R A McIlroy.
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive




Mr K McGarry, Head of Tourism & Leisure Services





Ms S Kelly, Human Resource Manager

Mrs C Coyles, Member Services/Clerical Officer

07/10:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor O Black, Graham, Hartin, McAllister, McCambridge, McDonnell, McKeegan, McShane, McMullan and Newcombe.
Chairman’s Business

Councillor Blaney stated that another Councillor had approached the Clerk enquiring if Mary McAleese could open the Cottage Wood site.  He stated that he did not feel that it was a decision that could be made without consulting other members.
Councillor McConaghy stated he felt that the Chairman at the time should open the Cottage Wood site.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,


“That the Chairman would open the Cottage Wood Site when finished.”

Congratulations

Councillor Blaney stated that he wished to congratulate Cross and Passion College for reaching the All Ireland Finals in Swords.
Condolences

Councillor Harding stated that she wished to offer his condolences to the McScalley family.

Councillor M Black wished to be associated with these comments.

07/10:02
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 12TH MARCH 2007
The minutes of Council Meeting held on 12th March 2007, having been circulated, were taken as read.
After discussion, 

Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,
“That the minutes of Council Meeting held on 12th March 2007 be adopted”.
07/10:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 12th MARCH 2007
Letter dated 16th February 2007 from Department for Regional Development regarding Rathlin – Ballycastle Ferry
In reply to Councillor M Black, the Clerk stated that he had spoken with Mr Barnes and that the crew on the ferry are responsible for the health and safety of the passengers on the Rathlin side.
07/10:04
CORPORATE SERVICE’S REPORT
The Corporate Service’s Report having been circulated, was taken as read.

The Clerk stated that in the absence of the Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services (ACE), he would present the Corporate Service’s report.

Disability Action Plan
The Clerk stated that as members are aware two new additional statutory duties on public authorities are to meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination (Northern Ireland) Order 2006.

To achieve this objective Council must consult with disability groups and develop with them a Disability Action Plan.  To help facilitate this members are asked to adopt the draft Disability Action Plan and the Disability in Employment, Policy and Procedure for preventing Disability Discrimination in Employment, which was attached to the report.

The Clerk stated that if members had any comments regarding the above documents to forward their comments to the ACE.

After discussion, it was agreed that Council approves the draft Disability Action Plan and Disability in Employment, Policy and Procedure and any comments to be forwarded to the ACE.
Equality Officer (Part-time)
The Clerk stated that it was discussed at a previous Council meeting the option of sharing an Equality Officer with a neighbouring Council, however this will not be possible because the Council concerned already employed such an officer.
He suggested that the financial provision already made be used to appoint an Equality Officer to work two days per week.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That an Equality Officer on a part time basis be appointed.”

Absenteeism
The Clerk stated that the Northern Ireland Audit Office had issued a report, ‘Absenteeism in Northern Ireland Councils 2005-2006’, which was circulated for members information.
He stated that for the past year the majority of absences are due to long term ill health.

He explained that in order to better manage the long term sickness absence it is proposed that the following changes are made to the Attendance Improvement Programme:

· Employees are contacted after week 4 for a meeting with their line manager and a representative from Human Resources to review their absence as opposed to after week 6.

· At week 6 employees are forwarded to Occupational Health for a review, instead of after week 8.

The Clerk also explained that where employees are off work due to long term sickness the Council will facilitate a phased return to work where it is deemed appropriate by the Councils Occupational Health Specialist.
In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the HRM stated that currently 8 members of staff are off on long term sickness.
Councillor McIlroy stated that because Moyle was such a small Council that this could cause a strain on other departments.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she would agree with these comments.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,

“That the recommended changes to the Attendance Improvement Programme be approved.”
Single Status Implementation
After discussion,


Councillor Harding proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the meeting continue in Committee.”
The Clerk stated that as part of the preparation for Single Status it was proposed that all new office based staff commencing employment from 1st April 2007, will commence on the basis of 37 hours per week, pending the introduction of a flexible working scheme, it is proposed that they work 9.00am to 5.00pm with a lunch break of 36 minutes.

After discussion,

Councillor Harding proposed,


Seconded Councillor M Black and proposed,

“That all new office based staff commencing employment from 1st April 2007 would commence on the basis of working 37 hours per week, 9.00am – 5.00pm with 36 minutes lunch.”

The meeting continued out of Committee.

Stoney Loanan
The Clerk stated that correspondence had been received from DSD regarding Stoney Loanan, requesting Council to consider the possibility of taking up the insurance liability from Cushendall Development Group and the subsequent maintenance of the path for future use.
The Clerk stated that it was initially believed that the path would be adopted by Roads Service on completion but this was before the construction of a residential dwelling at the top of the path.  However, Roads Service has indicated that it would not be possible to bring the footpath up to adoption standard.
The Clerk explained that the Cushendall Development Group currently insure the path against public liability, however DSD believe it is unreasonable that the group should be left with the burden.
After discussion, it was agreed not adopt the Stoney Loanan, Cushendall.

Draft Lease for Cottage Site, Cushendall

The Clerk stated that a copy of the draft lease for Cottage Site, Cushendall was circulated for members information.

He explained that the Council may wish to consider inserting a clause which is similar to that contained within the Giants Causeway and Bushmills Railway lease, which allows for a rent review to take account of the financial viability of the project.
After discussion, it was agreed to adopt a similar clause to that contained within the lease of the Giants Causeway and Bushmills Railway, and also that activities will not be in conflict with the covenant, and the lessee will indemnify the Council against any such conflict for the Cottage Site, Cushendall

Rathlin Old Toilet Block
The Clerk stated that at a recent Council Meeting it was agreed that a long term lease would be granted for the original toilet facilities on Rathlin Island to the Rathlin Community Development Association.  He explained that a decision needs to be made whether this lease would be based on a peppercorn rate.

In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the Clerk stated that in relation to the insurance of the property, as with other premises insurance has been the responsibility of the lessee.

After discussion, it was agreed that a peppercorn rent would be introduced for the Rathlin Old Toilet Block and insurance of the premises would be the responsibility of the Rathlin Community Development Association.

Waterfoot
The Clerk stated that at a recent Council Meeting it was agreed that the request from Mr Murray to purchase lands at Waterfoot would be investigated.  
The Clerk stated that this area of land was vested as part of the Waterfoot Tourist Development Scheme and that the Council was therefore not in a position to dispose of the land.

After discussion, it was agreed that the area of land at Waterfoot Tourist Development Scheme could not be sold to Mr Murray as this was vested.
Bushmills Library

The Clerk stated that Council had been advised that the current planning permission with Bushmills Library does not extend to the provision of a Tourist Information Centre (TIC), therefore a planning application for change of use needs to be submitted.
Councillor McConaghy stated that he had spoke with the Causeway Coast & Glens Heritage Trust and enquired if the Library could be the headquarters for the CC&GHT as it is the gateway to the Causeway.
After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That Council would apply for planning permission for change of use for Bushmills Library for TIC and office accommodation.”

After discussion, it was agreed that the HTLS would check with Don Wilmont regarding the Causeway Coast & Glen Heritage Trust using office facilities in Bushmills Library.
Use of lawn area in front of Marine Hotel

The Clerk stated that a request from the Ulster Pre War Austin Club to use the lawn area in front of Marine Hotel on Sunday 10th June 2007 from 12noon to 2.00pm for the Veteran Car Rally had been received.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Ulster Pre War Austin Club could use either Quay Road Car Park or Sheskburn Car Park for the Veteran Car Rally on Sunday 10th June 2007 from 12noon to 2.00pm, subject to availability.
Use of car park at Quay Road

The Clerk stated that a request from Coleraine & District Historic Vehicle Club Limited  to use the Quay Road Car Park on Saturday 23rd June 2007 between 2-4pm.
After discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,

“That Coleraine & District Historic Vehicle Club could use the Quay Road Car Park on Saturday 23rd June 2007 between 2-4pm, subject to availability.”

Councillor’s Expenses – Guidance on Councillor’s Allowances
The Clerk stated that a copy of Guidance on Councillor’s Allowances was circulated for member’s information.

Councillor McConaghy enquired if the Chairman and Vice-Chair had to provide receipts for events that they attended.  He explained that he felt that on occasions it was difficult to provide such evidence.
After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,

“That a letter would be sent to the Department of Environment regarding receipting of Councillor’s Expenses.”

The Clerk stated that the current system will continue with the Chairman receiving an allowance for all duties with no receipts being request by the Council.
In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the Clerk confirmed that the allowance was taxed, but that if the Chairman can demonstrate that the expense was incurred, tax could be reclaimed.

In reply to Councillor McConaghy, the Clerk stated that members are only taxed on mileage rate in excess of the Inland Revenue rate.

Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this stage.
GCVC 

After discussion,


Councillor Harding proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the meeting continue in Committee”

The Clerk stated that one of the weaknesses identified within the GCVC audit was the out of hours car parking arrangements.

He explained that the auditors recommendation was that Council should consider carrying out an exercise to assess the trade off between staff costs and income having regard to matters such as the level of usage and the arrival times of vehicles.
After discussion, it was agreed to carry out a statistical survey on vehicles at the Giants Causeway from Monday 23rd April to Monday 7th May from 5.00pm to 9.00pm.

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting.

The Clerk stated that the ACE was also to discuss the cash collections at the Centre which had also been raised by Audit.  He recommended that the Council should consider using the collection service already provided to the Centre for the National Trust by Group 4 Securicor.
After discussion it was agreed that bank arrangements would be made with Securicor for collection of money from Giants Causeway.

The meeting continued out of Committee.

Policies and Procedures for Capital Expenditure and Economic Appraisals
The Clerk stated that an Economic Appraisal must be carried out before any capital expenditure is incurred, or before any capital projects commence.
He stated that a copy of the policies and procedures for Economic Appraisal and Capital Expenditure was attached to the Report for approval.
After discussion, it was agreed that the policies and procedures for Economic Appraisal and Capital Expenditure would be adopted.

IT Policy and Procedures to Councillors

The Clerk stated that the following policies and procedures; Good Practice Guide for Computer Users, Internet and Email Policy, Information Security Policy where attached to the report and asked if the policy and procedures form could be signed by members and returned to Jenny Moore, Administration Assistant.

This was agreed.

Addendum to Corporate Services Report

Loan Sanctions

The Clerk informed members that approval for the following Loan Sanction Applications relating to current Capital Expenditure was now requested:  Seafront - £162,523; Cushendall Environmental Improvements (Beach) - £133,000; Quay Road (Machinery) - £50,000; Quay Road - £111,659.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“Council to approve the Loan Sanction Applications in relation to Capital Expenditure as below: Seafront - £162,523; Cushendall Environmental Improvements (Beach) - £133,000; Quay Road (Machinery) - £50,000; Quay Road - £111,659.

Trading Concessions

The Clerk stated that a letter had been received from Mr Harry Douthart requesting to sell ice-cream at the Quay Road Playing Fields.

After discussion, it was agreed that the trading concession from Mr Douthart would be deferred until the next meeting.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,



“That the Corporate Services Report be adopted.”

07/10:05 
TECHNICAL SERVICE’S REPORT 
The Technical Service’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
The Clerk stated that in the absence of the Head of Technical Services (HTS), he would present the Technical Services’s report.

Bushmills War Memorial
The Clerk stated that inspections had been carried out by the Haslett Group on behalf of the Council regarding the structural integrity of the central granite plinth of the Bushmills War Memorial.
The Clerk stated that from this report it would appear Council would need to replace the original plinth at a cost of £30,000.

He explained that the HTS contacted the War Memorials Trust, who has indicated the availability of £1,500 grant for the conservation and repair of free standing war memorials.

After discussion, it was agreed that an independent professional report to identify the full extent of works required from the Bushmills War Memorial would be undertaken.

Tender for the containment, collection, treatment of Moyle District Council’s Civic Amenity Waste

The Clerk stated that following the success of the City and Industrial Waste pilot scheme, it had now been publicly tendered.
The Clerk stated that tenders have been received from City Industrial Waste Limited and Brickklin Waste Limited and meet all of Council’s requirements under Waste Management Legislation.

As the lowest tenderer, it was recommended that Brickklin Waste Ltd be appointed.

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That Brickklin Waste Limited would be appointed for the Containment, Collection and Treatment of Civic Amenity Waste for an initial 3 year period with the possibility of a 2 year extension.”
Tender for the supply and installation of Town Centre CCTV
The Clerk stated that following Council’s previous decision it is now proposed to seek public tenders from appropriate and qualified firms for the supply and installation of Phase ‘One’ Ballycastle Town Centre CCTV.
The Clerk stated that the initial phase will be the provision of 2 PTZ cameras at fixed points offering a view of the entire length of Ann Street and Castle Street, from the Diamond to the junction filling station.  

The Clerk also stated that there is a requirement to relocate the existing camera at the Quay Road Play Area in order to afford better coverage of the Quay Road from the junction at Rathlin road to the junction at Mary Street.
After discussion,

Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,

“That 2 PTZ cameras would be supplied at fixed points offering a view of Ann Street and Castle Street and to relocate the existing cameras at the Quay Road Play Area.”

Rathlin Island – Community Innovation Waste Fund
The Clerk stated that an application through Bryson House for grant assistance was made by Rathlin Development and Community Association under the Environment and Heritage Service, Community Innovation Waste Fund. 
The Clerk stated that the original application had now been met by Council via the blue bin scheme, therefore permission was sought to use the grant secured for the creation of a Recycling Bring Site.

He explained that it has now been approved for the re-allocation of the approved grant monies of £9858 for the erection of a 14m x 10m Bring Site, however planning permission needs to be required.
After discussion, it was agreed that Whittaker and Watt would be commissioned to apply for planning permission for the erection of a 14m x 10m Bring Site on Rathlin Island.

Tender for the supply of and installation of play ground equipment, Cushendun Village and Legge Green
The Clerk stated that it was proposed in this year’s rates to tender for the supply of and the installation of new play group equipment at the beach car park, Cushendun and the original play area at Legge Green, Cushendall via public advertisement.
The Clerk stated that they had been advised that due to the play area in Cushendun occupying an entirely new site at the beach car park that formal planning approval from the Planning Service is requested and this is currently being sought.
It was now recommended that these projects be put out to public tender.

After discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,

“That the supply of and the installation of new play group equipment at the beach car park, Cushendun and the original play area at Legge Green would follow the tendering process.”
Letter from Mr Eric McCurdy – Illegal Dumping various sites
After discussion, it was agreed that the HTS would liaise with HEE regarding issues raised by Mr McCurdy.
Letter from Mr Patrick Diamond
After discussion, it was agreed to defer the letter from Mr Diamond regarding the Loop Path, Cushendall.
Translink Ulster in Bloom 2006

The Clerk stated that Ballintoy Village received the Most Improved Town or Village within the 2006 Translink Ulster in Bloom Competition.  The prize was the sum of £30 which NILGA stated should be used to purchase young trees, shrubs or plants to further enhance Ballintoy.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,

“That the prize of £30 from the Translink Ulster in Bloom 2006 competition would be forwarded to the Ballintoy Community Group.”

Super Valu Best Kept Awards 2007
The Clerk stated that entries are currently being sought by the NI Amenity Council for Council to nominate towns and villages in the 2007 Super Valu Best Kept Awards.
After discussion, it was agreed that the following towns and villages would be entered into the 2007 Super Valu Best Kept Awards: Ballycastle, Cushendun, Armoy, Mosside, Bushmills, Waterfoot, Cushendall and Ballintoy.”

Councillor M Black stated that the boards around the Leyland Road site have been lying on the footpath and that it was very unsightly.

Councillor Harding agreed with these comments.

After discussion, it was agreed that this would be raised with Pattons Contractors and Tesco’s.
After further discussion,


Councillor Harding proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,


“That Technical Service’s Report be adopted.”

07/10:06
TOURISM & LEISURE SERVICE’S REPORT 
The Tourism & Leisure Service’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
Generic Letter for Tourist Accommodation
The HTLS stated that further to Council’s request a generic letter for response to those seeking support for new build tourism accommodation.
After discussion, it was that the generic letter for Tourist Accommodation would be approved.
GCVC (Rebuild) “Draft Content Strategy” for Exhibition Area/Orientation Area
The HTLS stated that as members are aware Ciaran McGarrity (DETI) had been working on the development of a Strategy for the content of the interpretation and had produced a draft document which has been circulated for member’s information.
After discussion, it was agreed members comments regarding the GCVC Draft Content Strategy for Exhibition Area/Orientation Area would be forwarded to the HTLS.

Councillor McIlroy enquired if there were any problems with the traffic during the Easter Holidays.
The HTLS stated that everyone was happy with how the traffic flowed to the Giants Causeway.

Jack Horner Playgroup
The HTLS stated that further to Council’s decision to grant the request for fencing, Council had received confirmation that the group had secured funding to make alterations to the outside area at the rear of Sheskburn Community Centre.
Councillor M Black stated that she would have concerns regarding the fencing on the bend behind Sheskburn Community Centre.

After discussion, it was agreed the HTLS would speak with the HTS regarding the fence at the back of Sheskburn House.

Samaritans

The HTLS stated that correspondence had been received from the Samaritans regarding placing a banner during the August Tennis Tournaments in order to increase awareness of the organisation and to make more young people aware that they do not have to face their problems alone.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Samaritans could place a banner to increase awareness of the organisation during the August Tennis Tournaments.

Ulster Scots Agency
The HTLS stated that a request had been received from Gareth Fulton Entertainments who are acting on behalf of the Ulster Scots Agency, requesting the use of the playing fields and car park at Dundarave, Bushmills on the 16th June 2007.  
The event is to mark the anniversary of Robert the Bruce and will be called the Robert the Bruce Family Day, Bushmills.
After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That the Ulster Scots Agency could use the playing fields and car park at Dundarave, Bushmills on Saturday 16th June 2007, if no other group is using the facilities.”

Coleraine & District Historic Vehicle Club
This matter had already been dealt with under the ACE Report.

Correspondence received from Dr M Laverty
The HTLS stated that correspondence had been received from Dr M Laverty which has been circulated for members information, he stated that the letter also requests an opportunity to put his case to Council or to the Chairman.
Councillor Blaney stated that Dr Laverty should meet with the Sport Advisory Group.  
Councillor M Black felt that he should meet with Councillor Blaney as there appears to be an underlining problem.
Councillor McIlroy agreed with Councillor Blaney’s comments.

The HTLS stated that Ballycastle United Youth Team and Moyle Football Club currently use the pitch and Dr Laverty’s team Ballycastle Youths Football Club have not been facilitated.  
Councillor Blaney stated that the rules of the IFA are over and above Council’s remit.

After discussion,


Councillor Harding proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That this request should be referred to the Sports Advisory Committee.”

Millennium Park
Councillor M Black stated that she had enquiries regarding the pond in Millennium Park.
The HTLS stated that he had noticed that the pond is overgrown with weeds, however, it is an environmental pond and there is a lot of wildlife therefore the area cannot be cut back.
Councillor M Black suggested that information signs should be put up to explain to people that the pond is an environmental area.
After further discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,


“That Tourism and Leisure Service’s Report be adopted.”

07/10:07
INTERIM REPORT ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT
Self Catering Certification
The HEE stated that following Council’s decision at a previous meeting the Northern Ireland Tourist Board (NITB) where informed that the Environmental Health Department would no longer carry out inspections of self catering accommodation.

Following this a meeting was held with NITB and it was agreed that Council would continue to provide certification letters for accommodation premises in which there is an enforcement role in B&B and Guest Houses.

The HEE explained that for self catering premises which are available for rental less than 20 weeks per year and where Council have no enforcement remit, no inspection will be carried out.  However, for premises which are available for rental more than 20 weeks per year where Council has a health and safety role, the use of an alternative enforcement strategy is proposed to enable an approval letter to be issued for the purposes of NITB approval.
The HEE stated they had developed an alternative enforcement strategy using a self assessment questionnaire which would enable the Department to check compliance with health and safety legal requirements without the need for a time consuming visit to the premises.  This completed questionnaire along with certificates for checks on electrical systems and gas appliances would have to be submitted prior to a letter of approval being issued.

After discussion, it was agreed to approve the use of self assessment questionnaires to enable certification letters to be issued to owners of self-catering accommodation.
Smoking (NI) Order 2006
The HEE stated that a copy of the draft Smoking (NI) Order 2006 Enforcement Policy was attached for members information.
After discussion, it was agreed to adopt the Smoking (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 Enforcement Policy.

After further discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report be adopted.”

07/10:08
INTERIM REPORT DEVELOPMENT
Update on the Cushendall Marina Project
The Clerk stated that as Councillors are aware Scott Wilson had been carrying out the necessary surveys and preparing the drawings for the layout of the proposed marina on behalf of McFall Construction.
He explained that drawings and photomontages had been on display in the Glens Hotel in Cushendall from the 19th March until the 4th April.  The exhibition was widely advertised and comments were invited from the general public, the Consultants were also available for discussion on the 4th of April from 2pm until 8pm.  The Clerk explained that the display will remain at reception in the Council offices from 11th April to the end of the month.

The Clerk stated that John Wilson of RPS Consulting was asked to examine the drawings, on behalf of the Council, and to give any advice on issues, technical or otherwise which may be of concern.
The Clerk stated that officers would arrange to meet with Scott Wilson at the end of April.  

The Clerk stated that McFall Construction would be attending the Council meeting on 14th May 2007, which will provide an opportunity for Councillors to go through the detail of the final configuration of the Marina and receive information on issues such as the timescales, the likely disruption to the caravan site and any other issues pertinent to the scheme.

07/10:09
REVIEW OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARIES – REVISED RECOMMENDATIONS
The Clerk stated that the suggestion for the naming of the area was not accepted, however the name Lurigethan was accepted for the Cushendall ward.
After discussion, it was agreed that the Review of Local Government Boundaries – Revised Recommendations would be noted.
07/10:10
POLICY FOR CONDOLENCES (Deferred from previous meeting)
Councillor McIlroy stated that whilst he was not against individual families being mentioned for condolences, he felt that a lot of other families in the area had lost loved ones that are not mentioned.

Councillor Harding agreed with these comments and stated that our condolences should be offered to everyone in the area who had lost anyone.
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would introduce a Policy whereby individual names would not be mentioned when offering condolences.

07/10:11
REQUEST FOR ROAD SIGNAGE AT KNOCKNACARRY ROAD


(Requested by Councillor McKeegan)

It was agreed that in the absence of Councillor McKeegan this item be deferred to the next Council meeting.

07/10:12
CONFERENCES, COURSES
Equality Commission for Northern Ireland – Embedding Good Relations in Local Government under the RPA.  To be held on 23rd April 2007 at the Equality House, 7-9 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast.

There were no nominations for this conference.

Confederation of European Councillors.  To be held on 27th April 2007 at the Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.  

After discussion,

Councillor Blaney proposed, 



Councillor M Black 


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy

It was agreed that Councillor M Black would be nominated to attend the Confederation of European Councillors on 27th April 2007 at the Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.  (Provisional – check for confirmation)

Building Capacity for Change: A Major Conference examining the Capacity Building Implications of the Review of Public Administration.  To be held on 22nd May 2007 at the Hilton Hotel, Belfast.

There were no nominations for this conference.

The National Association of Councillors Northern Ireland Region.  To be held on 25th May 2007 at the Glenavon House Hotel, Cookstown.  

After discussion,


Councillor Harding proposed,



Councillor Blaney


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy


Councillor Blaney proposed,



Councillor McConaghy


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy


Councillor Harding proposed



Councillor McIlroy


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy

It was agreed that Councillor Blaney, McConaghy and McIlroy would be nominated to attend the National Association of Councillors Northern Ireland Region on 25th May 2007 at the Glenavon House Hotel, Cookstown.
07/10:13
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985.

There were no Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985.


07/10:14
SEALING OF DOCUMENTS
There were no documents for signing and sealing.

07/10:15
CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 21st March 2007 from Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety regarding level of ambulance service cover in the Moyle Area.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Letter dated 22nd March 2007 from Northern Health and Social Services Board regarding Medical Cover on Rathlin Island.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Letter dated 23rd March 2007 from the Department for Regional Development regarding the re-tendering of the Ballycastle to Rathlin Island Ferry Service.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Letter dated 23rd March 2007 from Northern Ireland Policing Board regarding a review of the PSNI Code of Ethics.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Letter dated 30th March 2007 from Ards Borough Council regarding a recent meeting of the Council’s External Affairs & Planning Committee on the DTI’s proposed closure of around 2,500 sub Post Offices and rationalisation of the Crown Post Office Network in the UK.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Letter dated 30th March 2007 from Animal Aid 30 Years campaigning for a Cruelty-Free World regarding the Ruddy Duck Slaughter.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Letter date 2nd April 2007 from Northern Ireland Office Criminal Law Branch regarding Tightening the Law on the Possession of Non Photographic Visual Depictions of Child Sexual Abuse – A Public Consultation.

Councillor Harding stated that she felt that this Council should support this consultation.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to NIO Criminal Law Branch regarding Council’s support for the creation of a new free standing offence on the “Law on the Possession of Non Photographic Visual Depictions of Child Sexual Abuse.”
Other Correspondence/Reports circulated

Northern Drugs and Alcohol Co-Ordination Team March 2007.  Issue 4.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Letter dated 29th March 2007 to Councillor Harding from Alan Hanna, BT regarding BT’s plans to introduce charges to customers who do not pay by direct debit or monthly plan.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Correspondence/Reports not circulated

Committee on Standards in Public Life.  Annual report of the Committee on Standards in Public Life 2006.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Environment & Heritage Service.  Designation of Garron Plateau as a special area of conservation.  Inclusion of Garron Plateau as a Special Area of Conservation in the Register of European Sites.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Law Reform Advisory Committee.  The Law Reform Advisory Committee for Northern Ireland Final Report 2007

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Law Reform Advisory Committee.  The Law Reform Advisory Committee for Northern Ireland Final Report No 14 Attestation of Wills.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

The Northern Ireland Policing Board and the Police Service of Northern Ireland Policing Plan 2007-2010.

It was agreed that this letter would be marked as read.

Letter dated 29th March 2007 from The Planning Service regarding proposed Golf Resort including 18 hole Championship Golf Course, clubhouse, Golf Academy, 120 Bedroom Hotel known as Runkerry Development.  Location at junction of Whitepark Road & Causeway Road.  Townlands of Ballytaylor, Dooey, Ballylinney, Bushmills.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter of support would be sent to the Planning Department for the application E/2007/0075/F proposed Golf Resort.
07/10:16
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY OF NECESSITY ARISE
There was no other business.
The meeting concluded at 12.00 noon
……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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