MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY  19 DECEMBER  2005 AT 7.00 PM


In the Chair:
Councillor O McMullan

Members Present:
Councillors M Black, O Black, S Blaney, W J Graham, H A Harding, G Hartin, D M McAllister, C McCambridge, A P McConaghy, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, M McKeegan, C McShane, C Newcombe. 


Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive





         Mr P Mawdsley, Director of District Services


Mrs M Quinn, Director of Administration and Finance


Mr D Kelly, Chief District Building Control Officer
Ms J McMath, Senior Planning Officer
Mrs L McAreavey, Member Services/Clerical Officer

05/28:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Apologies

As all members were present there were no apologies.

Chairman’s Business

Tour of the Council Offices 7th December 2005

Councillor McMullan stated that a tour of the Council offices had taken place for local primary school children.  He informed members that there had been seventy-two children from St Patricks and St Brigids who had taken part in the tour and stated that a letter of thanks had been received from the school.  
In reply to Councillor McConaghy, Councillor McMullan informed members that all schools in the Moyle area had been invited but that only St Patricks and St Brigids had replied.

Scaffolding Bridge Street 
Councillor McMullan stated that there was currently work ongoing to resolve the problems caused by the erection of scaffolding at Bridge Street, Cushendall.
Expression of Sympathy

Councillor McMullan offered his sympathies to the McGee family of Cushendun on the tragic death of their daughter.  He informed members that this was very sad and that this young girl had been cut down in her prime.
Councillor McCambridge supported these remarks and informed members that Christine McGee was a real character and always the life and soul of any gathering.  She stated that she had been a valuable volunteer for the Marie Curie organisation on many occasions.
Councillor McMullan agreed and stated that she had been involved in a lot of good work with the youth of the area and that she would be sadly missed.

Congratulations

Councillors Blaney and McMullan congratulated Councillor McShane on graduating from University.
Playing Fields Development 
Councillor Blaney referred to a recent article in a newspaper and clarified that the synthetic pitch was for all sports and pointed out that there was a pitch for football only, one for all Gaelic Sports and another pitch for all sports.
Tribute to Mr Frank McBride
Councillor McShane stated that she wished to pay tribute to the great service provided by Mr Frank McBride in his work as Acting Housing Manager in the Northern Ireland Housing Executive office in Ballycastle.  She informed members that he was due to leave this post in January 2006.
All members agreed with these comments.

After further discussion, it was agreed that the Chairman would send a letter to the NIHE to pay tribute to the work done by Frank McBride as acting housing manager for the Ballycastle office.
05/28:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28 NOVEMBER 2005 
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 28 November 2005, having been circulated, were taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 28 November 2005                  be adopted.”

05/28:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

There were no matters arising. 
05/28:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

Councillor McMullan welcomed Ms McMath from the Planning Service to the 
meeting.


E/2004/0268/F Mr D O’Neill, 69 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle.  Location, 230m SW of 
74 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed new farm dwelling and garage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being 
contrary to policy DES6 of the Department’s Planning Strategy for Rural Northern.


After discussion,



Councillor Hartin proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McCambridge and reolved



“That Council accept the decision of refusal by the Planning Service.”


E/2004/0322/F McHenry Brothers Ireland, c/o Halliday Ramsay, Alexander House, 
17A Ormeau Avenue, Belfast, BT2 8HD.  Location, land adjacent to Dunamallaght 
Road (approx 160m SW of 37 Dunamallaght Road), Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of 

12 No. Holiday Houses, associated parking and landscaping.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to no 
exceptional benefit to the Tourist Industry, contrary to Policies SP6 and DES6, Sp19 
and DES 5.  Unacceptable access arrangements and potential impact on amenity from 
nearby telecommunications mast.


In reply to Councillor McCambridge, Ms McMath stated that there had been a previous 
application for a hotel but that this was on a larger site.  She informed members that 

this had included a facilities area and front landscaping and car parking.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Ms McMath stated that the potential impact of a 
telecommunications mast had to be considered in any application and that information 
had to be gathered on the output of such a structure.

After further discussion, it was agreed that this application would be referred to the Planning Appeals Commission.


E/2005/0257/F Mr & Mrs G McGowan, 5 Rathlin Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6DD.  Location, 150m SE of junction of Lagge Road and Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Proposed dwelling and garage.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she did not understand this as the application was in the vicinity of the Round Tower and Lagge Church and asked if the EHS had been consulted on archaeological grounds.  

She informed members that an application had been submitted a few months ago for a retirement bungalow in this area and this had been turned down due to archaeological impact.
Councillor Harding agreed with these comments.
In reply to Councillor McCambridge, Ms McMath stated that EHS had not been consulted in this application.


E/2005/0382/O Mrs A Hamill, c/o Diamond Design Studio, 2d The Diamond, 
Ballycastle, BT54 6AW.  Location, 31 Drumavoley Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed 
housing development (approx 10 dwellings).


Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being 
contrary to the Joint Ministerial Statement of 31 January 2005 on the grounds of 
prematurity.  Potential impact on nearby Monuments, contrary to policy QD1 of PPS7 

and unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor Harding enquired about the impact on monuments.


In reply, Ms McMath stated that EHS had held archaeological records on the area and 

that there were concerns regarding the effect on underground remains.


After further discussion, it was agreed that this applicant would be allowed two weeks 
to withdraw.


In reply to Councillor Harding, Ms McMath stated that if Councillor Harding contacted 
her she would give her details regarding the monument in question.

E/2005/0403/O Mrs B Jennings, Plumfall, 7 Fairhill Street, Ballycastle, BT54 6AY.  
Location, 7a and 7b Fairhill Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for 2 No. detached 
dwellings with detached garages.

Councillor M Black requested that an office meeting be held for this application under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.

This was agreed.
E/2005/0405/F Mr Kerr, 22 Alworthy Avenue, Belfast, BT14 6BU.  Location, 193 Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Proposed extension.

E/2005/0456/F Mr & Mrs McCarley, 17 The Park, Armoy, Co Antrim, BT53 8TB.  Location, 17 The Park, Armoy.  Proposed extension to the rear of the dwelling.
E/2005/0470/F Mr Spratt, 5 The Ferns, Armoy, BT53 8SW.  Location, adjacent to 13 Carrowreagh Road, Armoy, on Market Street.  Proposed two bedroom apartment.

There were no objections to the above three applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2005/0490/F Mr & Mrs A Thompson, c/o Bell Architects Ltd, 76 Main Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6AL.  Location, Lisnagat Road (approx 200m north west of 96) Liscolman.  Proposed retention of dwelling as constructed.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being contrary to policies SP6/SP19/HOU8 and DES5.

Councillor McConaghy stated that he was unclear as to what was to be done as this house was already in existence.

In reply, Ms McMath stated that the history of the site was that the original plan was refused and that following discussions it was agreed that the dwelling would be set back into the site.  She stated however that this had been pulled forward and that as it stood the building was unacceptable.  She informed members that the building had been moved approximately 50m forward.
Councillor McConaghy stated that he was concerned now as to how this matter could be resolved.  He informed members that the house was now occupied and had been for a considerable time now.  He enquired if there was any action which could be used to advise applicants in order to prevent circumstances like these from arising.

In reply, Ms McMath stated that enforcement action was currently pending but that the applicant had the right to appeal.
Councillor McDonnell stated that this should have been stopped but that it had been left to drift on and that this could be considered as a case of Maladministration by the Planning Service.  He informed members that the applicant should appeal.

After further discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That Council support any action which the applicant may take.”

E/2005/0503/F Mr Hanna, 62 Dunboe Road, Castlerock Road, BT51 4JR.  Location, land to rear of 18 – 26 Mill Farm, Mosside.  Proposed developing six No. sites approved within planning applications E/97/0142, E/2000/0110 and E/2004/0479.  Dwellings to be 1 ½ storey semi-detached with detached garage.  (Retrospective permission to amend finishes only to previous approval E/2004/0479/F)
E/2005/0517/F NEELB, County Hall, 182 Galgorm Road, Ballycastle.  Location, Ballycastle Branch Library.  Proposed DDA Works & Extension to provide disabled WC and ramped access to site.
E/2005/0518/F Mr Huggins, 19 Grotter Park, Ballycastle, BT54 6PE.  Location, 111 Cushendall Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed renovation and extension to the above property.

There were no objections to the above three applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2005/0519/F Mr Kerr, c/o GM Design, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine.  Location, land adjacent to 70 Moycraig Road, Bushmills.  Proposed retrospective amendment to planning approval E/2003/0280.  Amendment to dormer details and window details on front elevation.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to unacceptable design.

Councillor Harding requested that an office meeting be held for this application under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she had never seen a retrospective application refused before.

In reply to Councillor McConaghy, the CDBCO stated that before a property would be sold property certificates would be issued to ask various questions and that this matter would be flagged up.  He stated that he wouldn’t have thought that a sale would be possible with this outstanding.

E/2005/0523/F Mr Kinney, 32 Layde Road, Cushendall.  Location, 32 Layde Road, Cushendall.  Proposed erection of single storey replacement dwelling (amended house type)

E/2005/0525/F Moyle District Council, Sheskburn House, 7 Mary Street, Ballycastle, BT54 6QH.  Location, Giant’s Causeway Visitor Centre, 44 Causeway Road, Bushmills.  Proposed retention of temporary building on site of former visitor centre partially destroyed by fire (renewal of original temporary permission E/2001/0372/F, for a further 4 years)

E/2005/0530/F Mr Scanlan, c/o Norman Perry, 2D The Diamond, Ballycastle.  Location, 12 Whitepark Court, Ballycastle.  Proposed rear extension to dwelling.

E/2005/0539/F Dept of Culture Arts & Leisure, River Bush, 21 Church Street, Bushmills.  Location, River Bush Salmon Station, 21 Church Street, Bushmills.  Proposed extension to existing industrial employees accommodation, extension to store providing workshop, extension to admin building.
E/2005/0545/F Mrs I McMullan, 19 Islandarragh Road, Cape Castle, Ballycastle.  Location, 19 Islandarragh Road, Cape Castle, Ballycastle.  Proposed alterations and extension to semi detached dwelling.
E/2005/0546/F Telereal House, May Street, Belfast.  Location, Armoy Telephone Exchange, Station Road, Armoy.  Proposed rear lean to type extension to existing building to house generator.

There were no objections to the above six applications, they were recommended for approval.
Applications Deferred from Previous Meeting
E/2004/0260/O Mrs B Graham, Lenamore Lodge, Cairns Road, Cushendall.  Location, land opposite 195 Torr Road, Cushendall.  Proposed site for replacement of 3 No. dwellings.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to over development of the site, contrary to policy BG/CPA3 abs HOU13 – unacceptable visual impact, impact on Local Landscape Policy Area, unacceptable access arrangements and flooding.  She informed members however that information had been received to state that this development had been reduced to one dwelling and on this basis the Planning Service were willing to offer a deferral.

This was agreed.

E/2005/0240/O Mr Harvey, 27 Main Street, Waterfoot.  Location, land opposite 18 Glenariff Road, Glenariff.  Proposed site for single storey dwelling.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to insufficient case of need, ribbon development and erosion of rural character.
Councillor O Black asked if Councillors had been informed of the Office meeting held on 18 November 2005.  

In reply, Ms McMath stated that originally this meeting had been scheduled for 3 November 2005 and then the agent had asked this to be moved to the 18 November 2005.

Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

Councillor McMullan stated that a case against ribbon development had been given at the Office Meeting.
In reply, Ms McMath stated that this was still a viable reason for refusal as the site was intervisible and the existing gaps were being used.

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting.

After further discussion, it was agreed that this application would be referred to the Planning Appeals Commission.

E/2005/0404/F Mr Murray, 14 Cairnshill Road, Belfast, BT8 6GG.  Location, 55 Glenshesk Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed alterations and 4 bedroom extension.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

After discussion, it was agreed that the date for the Office meetings would be 5th January 2006.

Tesco Store, Ballycastle

In reply to Councillor Blaney, the Clerk stated that he had been contacted by representatives from Tescos and informed members that they would be writing to Council soon.  He also stated that there would be an open day regarding this issue next month.
Planning Schedules

Councillor McDonnell stated that it had been requested that details of Planning Applications be given two weeks in advance.
The Clerk stated that this had been raised at a previous planning meeting to allow those involved to visit the site before the office meeting.

Councillor McAllister stated that the Planning Service had moved group meetings forward to allow for this to be developed.

Ms McMath confirmed that this had been the case.

DOE Road Signs
Councillor McMullan enquired if DOE road signs had to have planning permission.
Councillors McIlroy and McAllister left the meeting at this point.

In reply, Ms McMath stated that  it would depend upon the type of sign in question if it was anything other than the normal standard signs.

Councillor McMullan confirmed that the signs he referred to were six ft tall and four ft wide.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she was disappointed in these signs in a conservation area and pointed out that she also had concerns over the signs erected by Sustrans in the Moyle area.

After further discussion, it was agreed that Ms McMath would look into the new signage at Cushendall to see if it was a Roads Service sign which would have required planning.

Councillor McMullan thanked Ms McMath and wished her a merry Christmas and stated that Council would look forward to her presence in the new year.
05/28:05
CHIEF DISTRICT BUILDING CONTROL OFFICER’S REPORT


The Chief District Building Control Officer’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
Street Naming
The CDBCO stated that Members would recall that a request was made from a resident of Altananam Park, Ballycastle, to have an additional street name plate erected in the Irish language adjacent to the English language name plate.  

He informed members that letters had been sent to Residents of Altananam Park, aged 18 or over, together with a questionnaire asking them to tick whether or not they would be in favour of the erection of a dual name plate and that from a total of 171 questionnaires sent out, 47 were returned, with the following results; 42 residents were in favour, 89.4% and  5 residents were against,10.6%.
The CDBCO stated that since more than two thirds of those who had responded were in favour of the proposal, it was now recommended that Council proceed with the erection of an additional name plate in the Irish language, to be placed immediately adjacent to that of the existing name plate in the English language, in accordance with the provisions of the above Order and Council’s Policy for Street Naming and Numbering.
After discussion, it was agreed that an additional street name plate in Irish would be erected at Altananam Park, Ballycastle.
Councillors McIlroy and McAllister returned to the meeting at this point.

Councillor McIlroy stated that this was only taking the view of 2/3 of the residents and enquired if a visit to all houses should not have been carried out.

In reply, Councillor McMullan stated that letters were sent to all residents and that only 2/3 of them replied.  He informed members that Building Control were only able to look at those returned.
Scaffolding at Bridge Street/Shore Street, Cushendall

The CDBCO stated that a further letter had been sent to Mr A Hunter, Section Engineer for the DOE Roads Service, as requested by Council at its previous meeting on 28th November 2005, to which he had replied stating that he had given the applicant 14 days to make provision for pedestrians.  He informed members that another letter had since been received advising that he hoped to issue a reply by 21st December 2005.  

The CDBCO stated that a letter was also sent to the Health and Safety Executive in respect of this problem, requesting any assistance or advice they could give in order to resolve this matter.  
Councillor McKeegan left the meeting at this point.

Councillor McDonnell stated that the Planning Service should make a pedestrian walkway a precondition.
In reply, Councillor McMullan stated that this provision was made in the permit.



After discussion,




Councillor M Black proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,




“That the Chief District Building Control Officer’s Report be adopted.”

05/28:06
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT’S REPORT


The Environmental Health Department’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Mains Water Samples


In reply to Councillor McAllister, it was agreed that the DDS would get back to Councillor McAllister with the details of an unsatisfactory Water Sample taken at Bushmills.


Health and Safety Exhibition


In reply to Councillor Harding it was agreed that the DDS would look into the possibility of hosting the Health and Safety Exhibition at Sheskburn House.


Caravan Site, Rathlin

In reply to Councillor McCambridge, the DDS stated that there had been no reply regarding the Caravan Site, Rathlin.
Councillor Blaney stated that the owner had told him that the items in question were legally his and were in use for artists.
   After discussion,


Councillor  McConaghy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health Department’s Report be adopted.”




05/28:07
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S REPORT

The Development Manager’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

The Clerk stated that the meeting of the Ballycastle Town Partnership was arranged for the 13th January and not the 13th December as stated in the report.
He informed members that all other items on the report were for information only.

After discussion,

Councillor O Black proposed,

Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the Development Manager’s report be adopted.”
Moyle Life Magazine
Councillor McDonnell enquired if the Moyle Life Magazine was to be continued.

The Clerk asked how Council felt about further issues as this was the first.

In reply, Councillor M Black stated that she thought it was of a very high standard and was well distributed.

Councillor McCambridge stated that the costs would have to be considered due to the reduced budget.

Councillor McMullan stated that maybe local businesses would take more advertising space in any subsequent issues.
05/28:08

SIGNAGE IN THE GLENS
(Requested by Councillor McMullan)
Councillor McMullan stated that directional signs had been erected in Cushendall and that the whole of the village were against these.  He informed members that these were unsightly and unwanted and that there had been no consultation in the matter.

Councillor McKeegan returned to the meeting at this point.

Councillor McMullan stated that these signs were taking away from the ambiance of the tower and that they should be removed and placed somewhere more suitable  he informed members that words had also been mis-spelled, such as Layd instead of Layde.

Councillors McCambridge and O Black agreed with these comments.

Councillor McIlroy agreed also and stated that as Cushendall was a Conservation area special signs should be used in keeping with this.

Councillor McMullan informed members that young children had been swinging on the signs on Sunday evening and stated that they were a hazard also as they blocked the view from High Street.  He asked that Council send a letter to Roads Service to ask that the new directional signs in Cushendall be removed and re-sited.

This was agreed.

At the request of Councillor McCambridge it was agreed that a letter be sent to Sustrans also, regarding the placement and frequency of the signs in the Moyle area for the cycle route.  
05/28:09
CONFERENCES, COURSES
Nilga - Northern Ireland Local Government – Engaging with the European Union

After discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That Councillors Blaney, McIlroy, Newcombe, McAllister and O Black plus one 
officer be nominated to attend the Nilga Northern Ireland Local Government – 
Engaging with the European Union conference.” 
05/28:10 
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

Councillor McMullan declared an interest in this topic.

The Clerk stated that applications had been received under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 for the following:

Application for Transfer of Licence of Central Bar Cushendall to Paul McBride and Gerard O’Neill.


There were no objections to the above applications.
05/28:11
Sealing of Documents

There were no documents for signing and sealing.
05/28:12
Correspondence
Letter dated 1 December 2005 from R Robinson & Sons regarding the development in Bushmills for Mr Ron Faia.
After discussion, it was agreed that permission would be given for Mr Ron Faia to attend a Council meeting to describe his development vision for recently acquired properties in Bushmills.

Letter dated 2 December 2005 from the Roads Service regarding SRTP Pre-Consultation with Council.
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would receive the emerging plans for the Draft Sub-regional Transport Plan as and when they are produced.
Letter dated 5 December 2005 from the Northern Ireland Housing Executive  regarding Traveller Sites
After discussion, it was agreed that Councillors would contact the Clerk with any suggestions for Traveller Sites and to give comments on the new Post-Primary Arrangements and Proposal for a Draft Education (Northern Ireland) Order.

Letter dated 6 December 2005 from the Department of Education regarding New Post-Primary Arrangements and Proposal for a Draft Education (Northern Ireland) Order
After discussion, it was agreed that Councillors would contact the Clerk with any comments which would then be forwarded on their behalf.
Letter dated 6 December 2005 from the Planning Service regarding Management Board Referral – Site for dwelling 70m SE of 42 Fairhill Street, Ballycastle for Mr D Nicholl

Councillor Harding stated that this was very disappointing.
Correspondence/Reports not circulated
Letter dated 12 December 2005 from the Divisional Planning Manager, Planning Service regarding the application at 34 Ballyvennaght Road, Ballycastle

Councillor McCambridge stated that this was the first letter which had been sent to the Divisional Planning Manager and that she wished to express her disappointment and frustration in the fact that it seemed that nothing further could be done in this case.

The Clerk stated that the decision would be issued shortly in this case.

Councillor McMullan stated that this had been discussed at length and that he sympathised with the sense of frustration felt.

Chairman’s Drinks Reception
Councillor McMullan informed members that he was holding a drink’s reception on Wednesday 21st December in the Mayor’s Parlour and that all were welcome to attend.  He wished all members and staff a very merry and peaceful Christmas and a happy new year.
The meeting concluded at 8:25pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………….…………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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