MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 20TH AUGUST 2012
In the Chair:
Councillor S Hunter
Members Present:
Councillors J Baird, S Blaney, D F Cunningham, W Graham, D M McAllister, C McCambridge, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, M A McKillop, S McKillop, C McShane, P McShane, C C Thompson. 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Director of Corporate Services
Mr A McPeake, Director of Environmental Services

Mrs E Mulholland, Director of Development Services

Mr G Walker, Planning Service

Mr Paul Carson, Simple Power

Mr Ryan McBirney, Strategic Planning

Mr Nick Bell, Simple Power

Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
12/19:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor N McAllister.
Chairman’s Business
Community Sports Weekend

Reference was made to the Ballycastle Community Development Group football match in which the Councillors played against the development group and won.  Congratulations were given to all who took part.

Wedding of staff member

Best wishes were offered to Charlotte Barr on her upcoming wedding.

Good Morning Ballycastle

Reference was made to Good Morning Ballycastle’s fundraising day at Ballycastle Golf Club on Saturday 26th August and also the Comedian Kevin McAleer who was appearing at the marquee at the Seafront that evening.

Councillor McCambridge entered the meeting at this point.

Wayne Soutter’s Kintyre to Torr Head swim

After discussion, it was agreed that Community Rescue Service would be given the use of Portnagree House on Sunday 26th August to chart progress of Wayne Soutter’s swim from Kintyre to Torr Head and that a reception would be arranged.

Councillor D McAllister entered the meeting at this point.

Energy Efficiency Officer
Reference was made to the fact that the energy efficiency officer was leaving her post and her work was commended.
12/19:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23RD JULY 2012
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23rd July 2012 having been circulated, were taken as read.
Reference was made to the section of the minutes relating to the Good Relations Grant for the East Antrim Republican Historical Group.
Councillor S McKillop asked that it be noted that she felt that the minute was unreflective of her comments.

Councillor C McShane stated that she would like it to be recorded that, the minutes should not be perceived by members of the public to be dominated by any one Councillor, she confirmed that these were not a verbatim report and that there had been no issue with the minutes prior to May last year.

After discussion, 



Councillor P McShane proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Thompson and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23rd July 2012 be adopted as read.”
Councillor S McKillop stated that she would like it to be recorded that she disagreed with Council’s decision.
12/19:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23RD JULY 2012 

Removal of Bollards blocking access to Runkerry Beach along the Sandy Rodden

(Requested by Councillor McIlroy)


Reference was made to the last paragraph in the minutes referring to the bollard remaining unlocked until the Health and Safety report was returned to Council and that the railway would be informed of this decision.


Councillor McIlroy stated that it was his understanding that no action would be taken until the Health and Safety report was returned to Council.


After discussion, it was confirmed that the agreement had been to leave the bollard unlocked until the Health and Safety report was returned to Council. 

That Council arrange a multi agency meeting involving Roads Service, NI Water and Rivers Agency to discuss the reoccurring problem of flooding in the Glens
(Requested by Councillor Thompson)

In relation to progress, it was agreed that Councillors would be informed of the date for the multi-agency meeting re flooding in the Glens.

Dunseverick Harbour

(Requested by Councillor S McKillop)

Reference was made to Dunseverick Harbour and the agreement to forward details to the Community Group.


After discussion, it was agreed that the information already held on Dunseverick Harbour in relation to the caravans there would be forwarded to Dunseverick Community Group, and that any subsequent information would also be sent. It was also agreed that an attempt would be made to push the National Trust for a reply.

12/19:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

The Planning Schedule which had been circulated was taken as read.

E/2011/0121/F  Mr & Mrs G Maskey, 33 Elmfield Crecent, Glengormley.  Location, 4 Gaults Road, Cushendall.  Proposed replacement dwelling. (Recommended for approval)
This application was approved.

E/2011/0150/F  Mr S Mooney, 18 Tamlaght Road, Rasharkin, Ballymena.  Location, 170m SW of 9a Ballinlea Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed 250kw wind turbine at 32m hub height for farm and grid. (Recommended for refusal)
This application was removed from the schedule for further consideration.

E/2011/0154/A  Mr P Laverty, c/o Hunter Associates, 8 Charlotte Street, Ballymoney.  Location, 22 – 24 Main Street, Ballintoy.  Proposed existing signage to hotel. (Recommeded for consent)
E/2011/0210/F  Mr G Graham, c/o The Boys Partnership, River’s Edge, 13 Ravenhill Road, Belfast.  Location, 64 Castlenagree Road, Bushmills.  Proposed, extension to existing tourism accommodation on a farm to include tent and wigwam campsite with BBQ and children’s play areas, conversion of existing barn and out buildings to camping barn with facilities, including single and two storey extensions, served by car parking in existing yard and barn, together with associated landscaping and site works with necessary replacement of structures. (Recommended for approval)
The above two applications were approved.

E/2011/0238/O  Mr A Laverty, c/o 2020 Architects, 9a Linenhall Street, Ballymoney.

Location, site 50m SE of 7 Causeway Road, Bushmills.  Proposed dwelling and detached garage under ‘Dwelling on a Farm’ planning policy CTY10.  (Recommended for refusal)
This application was recommended for refusal due to being premature in relation to the Draft Northern Area Plan, prominence, lack of integration and detrimental change to erode the rural character of the countryside.

E/2012/0066/O  Mr and Mrs C Smyth, c/o Bailey Architecture, 9 Glenview Road, Glenshesk, Ballycastle.  Location, 40 metres E of 15 Ballynagard Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed dwelling on the farm and detached garage.  (Recommended for refusal)
This application was recommended for refusal due to new building not being visually linked or sited to cluster with an established group of buildings on the farm, prominence, lack of integration and detrimental change to erode the rural character of the countryside.
E/2012/0086F  Mr I McConaghy, c/o Pro-Design 43, Kilmandil Road, Cloughmills, Ballymena.  Location, N of and adjacent to No 20 Toberkeigh Road, Bushmills.  Proposed conversion and re-use of existing barn as a single dwelling. (Recommended for refusal)

This application was recommended for refusal due to the adverse effect on the character or appearance of the locality and unsatisfactory access arrangements.
E/2012/0096/O  Mr and Mrs D McQuillan, c/o Gary McNeill, 14 Cave Road, Cushendun.  Location, immediately adjoining No 32 Glendun Road.  Proposed site for farm dwelling and detached garage.  (Recommended for refusal)
That this application was recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, suburban style build up and detrimental change to erode the rural character of the countryside.

Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

E/2012/099/O  Mr Alex Hamilton, c/o Gary McNeill, 14 Cave Road, Cushendun.  Location, 20 Knocknacarry Avenue, Cushendun.  Proposed demolition of existing dilapidated dwelling and erection of 2 no self-contained domestic dwellings.  (Recommended for refusal)
This application was recommended for refusal due to inappropriate scale, non integration into the surrounding landscape, suburban style build up, detrimental change to the rural character of the countryside, failure to provide a quality residential environment and no possible sight visibility splays.
The above four applications were deferred for an Office Meeting for further information.

Deferred Items
E/2010/0003/A  Hunters Bar, 106 Cushendall Road, Ballyvoy, Ballycastle. Location, land opposite the junction of Ballynagard Road/Cushendall Road, Ballyvoy.  Proposed free standing sign (sign has been erected for 17 years)  (Recommended for refusal)
This application was recommended for refusal in that it would affect the visual amenity of the rural area in its dominant nature.
Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.

This application was held for three weeks for further information.

E/2011/0074/F  Irene Leslie, GM Design Associates Ltd, 22-34 Lodge Road, Coleraine.  Location, approx. 250m W of 18 Craigalappan Road, High Carn, Ballintoy.  Proposed single wind turbine, associated plant and temporary site compound.  (Recommended for refusal)

This application was recommended for refusal due to the affect on the visual amenity of the rural area and nearby residential properties and adversely affect to the World Heritage Site.
This application was deferred for three weeks for further information.

E/2012/0002/O  Mr T Cassley, 55 Cromaghs Road, Armoy.  Location, site to the rear of 57 Cromaghs Road.  Proposed, one dwelling. (Recommended for refusal)
It was recored that there had been an change of opinion to an approval.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Planning Office Meetings would be held on Thursday 6th September.
12/19:05
PRESENTATION BY SIMPLE POWER


A comprehensive presentation was delivered by Paul Carson and Ryan McBirney of Simple Power on leading the way in renewable energy.



During discussion, Councillors Thompson and S McKillop left the meeting and returned again.


Following discussion in which issues raised included planning permission for wind turbines, landscape issues, compensation for farmers, wave energy, manufacture of equipment used and Ministerial input, the work of Simple Power was commended by members and they were thanked for making their presentation to Council.


Councillor P McShane left the meeting

12/19:06
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT

The Environmental Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Proposed naming of new development, Apex Housing Association Rathlin

After discussion,



Councillor C McShane proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Cunningham and resolved,



“That the Apex Housing development at Rathlin would be named Gort Beag.”
Applications for Occasional Entertainments Licences
After discussion, it was agreed that Occasional Entertainments Licences for;

Mrs E Gaston for a marquee at the Seafront Ballycastle on 26th August

Mr F T Mullin for an event in Thyme & Co Café on Wednesday 22nd August

 would be approved subject to NI Fire & Rescue Service and Police Service of NI consultations.

Tender for Waterfoot Beach Entrance RPD Project
After discussion, it was agreed that AG Wilson would be awarded the contract for Waterfoot Beach entrances for the sum of £38,819 subject to QS assessment.

Security Fencing at Ballycastle Harbour
Reference was made to the report for a consultation exercise which had been conducted into issues relating to the provision of security fencing at the Harbour in Ballycastle, which had been circulated.

After discussion,


Councillor Hunter proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,

“That this report would be reviewed by Councillors over the next few weeks and brought back to the Council Meeting on 24th September.”

Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.

Sailing Event at Rathlin Island
Reference was made to a request received from Cushendall Sailing and Boating Club. 

After discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M A McKillop and resolved,

“That Council agree to a reduction in overnight berthing fees on Rathlin during a proposed sailing competition during a weekend in mid-September.”
It was also agreed that spaces could be used in Ballycastle at this rate.

Councillor Cunningham left the meeting at this point.

Review of Ballycastle Regatta
Following a report on the success of the Ballycastle Regatta, it was agreed that the this would be an annual event.

Biodiversity Update
It was agreed that the Biodiversity Officer would be invited to Council to give an update on her Action Plan.

Request to construct a Water Flume ride in the Ferry Terminal Car Park over the Lammas Fair
After discussion, it was agreed that Cullens would be given permission to use the car park at the Ferry Terminal for a Flume Water ride during the Lammas Fair, and that the DES would negotiate a fee for this.
Councillor Cunningham returned to the meeting at this point.

In reply to queries regarding disabled parking during the fair, it was confirmed that additional disabled parking would be provided on Market Street and the Seafront.
After further discussion,


Councillor P McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That the Environmental Services Report be adopted.”
Councillor Cunningham left the meeting at this point.


12/19:06a
INTERIM DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Ballintoy Play Park / Kickabout area
Reference was made to information circulated with regard to the proposed Ballintoy play park/kickabout area.

Councillor Cunningham returned to the meeting.

After discussion,


Councillor Hunter proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S McKillop,

“That Council would agree to take the lead in an application to North East RDP Village Renewal for a new Community Recreation Area project in Ballintoy on the site of the existing play park; to provide the £20,800 match funding that was previously agreed in principle towards the project; and to add the budget of £24,000 agreed for soft surfacing Ballintoy existing play park to the new project. It was also agreed that the existing play equipment and furniture with the exception of the teddy bear bin could be sold off and the funds used for a possible upgrade of surfacing for the MUGA.”

Seeding Grant Application – North Antrim Bands Forum
It was agreed that item 8 on the agenda would be brought forward at this point.
The Development Officer confirmed at Council Meeting of 13th August that North Antrim Bands Forum met the criteria for Moyle Council Seeding Grant, furthermore it was the Officer’s recommendation that the Seeding Grant for this group be approved by this Council.  I propose that we accept the Officer’s recommendation to approve this funding application.

(Requested by Councillor S McKillop)
After discussion, in which issues raised included, where the forum was based, if the application met the criteria, setting a precedent, previous refusals for seeding grants, traditions and the improvement of facilities for young people, problems with the grant criteria.

Councillor Hunter proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That the application, meeting criteria, be approved.”

After further discussion,


Councillor P McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,

“That the criteria for this fund be examined by the working group.”
After discussion,

Councillor Baird proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the Interim Development Services report be adopted.”
12/19:07
I PROPOSE COUNCIL APPOINT AN ARMED FORCES COMMUNITY ADVOCATE TO REPRESENT THE NORTHERN IRELAND VETERANS ADVISORY & PENSIONS COMMITTEE (NIVA & PC) TO CARRY OUT THE ROLE AS LAID OUT BY NIVA & PC AT THEIR PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL ON 13TH AUGUST

(Requested by Councillor S McKillop)

After discussion,


Councillor S McKillop proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Graham,



“That Council appoint an Armed Forces Community Advocate to represent the 

Northern Ireland Veterans Advisory & Pensions Committee to carry out the role 

as laid out by NIVA and PC.”

Following discussion during which issues raised included, no direct finance from NI Government, awareness of the issue, endorsing war, charity work to fulfil this post, war in the Middle East, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and Ireland, role of the Territorial Auxiliary and Volunteer Force representative and Somme representative, freedom of speech and movement and motives for war;
Councillor Cunningham proposed an amendment,

Seconded by Councillor  Hunter,

“That the representative for the Territorial Auxiliary and Volunteer Reserve Association take on the role of advocate to represent The Northern Ireland Veterans Advisory & Pensions Committee.”
Councillor Baird called for a recorded vote on the amendment.

On a recorded vote being taken, Councillors Baird, Blaney, Cunningham, Graham, Hunter, D McAllister, McCambridge, McDonnell, McIlroy, McKillop voted in favour of and Councillors M A McKillop, C McShane, P McShane and Thompson voted against the amendment, which was carried.
12/19:08 
THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICER CONFIRMED AT COUNCIL MEETING OF 13 AUGUST THAT NORTH ANTRIM BANDS FORUM MET THE CRITERIA FOR MOYLE COUNCIL SEEDING GRANT FURTHERMORE IT WAS THE OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION THAT THE SEEDING GRANT FOR THE GROUP BE APPROVED BY THIS COUNCIL.  I PROPOSE THAT WE ACCEPT THE OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE THIS FUNDING APPLICATION

(Requested by Councillor S McKillop)

This item had been dealt with earlier in the meeting.


Councillor Graham left the meeting at this point.

12/19:09
THAT THIS COUNCIL; ACKNOWLEDGES THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TOURISM INDUSTRY TO THE ECONOMY OF THE COAST ROAD AND GLENS REGION; IS COMMITTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALL ASPECTS OF TOURISM IN THIS AREA; WILL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ANY AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES, AGENCIES AND STAKEHOLDERS TO ENCOURAGE, PROMOTE AND DEVELOP TOURISM AS A MAJOR, SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRY IN COUNTY ANTRIM, AND; THEREFORE, COMMITS TO ORGANISE A CONFERENCE/SEMINAR, BEFORE THE END OF THIS CALENDAR YEAR, WHICH WILL INVOLVE ALL INTERESTED PARTIES (INCLUDING LARNE, CARRICKFERGUS AND NEWTOWNABBEY COUNCIL) AND WILL FOCUS SPECIFICALLY ON TOURISM ALONG THE COAST ROAD AND IN THE GLENS OF ANTRIM.

(Requested by Councillor Thompson)

Councillors D McAllister and McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

After discussion, it was agreed that officers would meet with Causeway Coast and Glens Regional Tourism Partnership representatives to discuss a way forward. 
12/19:10
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE HORSE FAIR AT FAIRHILL STREET


(Requested by Councillor Blaney)


Reference was made to a meeting taking place the following day at 3:00pm and that all Councillors were invited to attend.


It was agreed to bring forward item 14 on the agenda at this point.


That Moyle District Council takes absolutely nothing to do with the facilitation of the horse trading events at the Lammas Fair.  That it only fulfils its statutory requirements and does not take on the organisation of the horse trading therefore saving the ratepayer over £20,000

(Requested by Councillor P McShane)


Councillors Graham, D McAllister and McIlroy returned to the meeting at this point.


After discussion,


Councillor P McShane proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Thompson,

“That Council Moyle District Council takes absolutely nothing to do with the facilitation of the horse trading events at the Lammas Fair.  That it only fulfils its statutory requirements and does not take on the organisation of the horse trading and that the Council seal up their property and let the horse trading proceed.”

During discussion the following issues were raised; the need for security either way, accurate costings, estimate of costs, legislation, animal welfare responsibilities, Health and Safety on Council land, tradition, residents in the vicinity and betterment of Council land. 

On a recorded vote being taken; Councillors M A McKillop, C McShane, P McShane and Thompson voted in favour of and Councillors Baird, Blaney, Cunningham, Graham, Hunter, D McAllister, McCambridge, McIlroy, S McKillop voted against the proposal which was lost.  Councillor McDonnell abstained.
12/19:11
that council PROVIDE A COUPLE OF PARK BENCHES AT MARCONI’S COTTAGE

(Requested by Councillor P McShane)

Reference was made to the fact that this land was owned by Road Service.

After discussion, it was agreed that Roads Service would be contacted to discuss the possibility of Council placing two benches and a bin at Marconi’s Cottage.

Councillor D McAllister left the meeting at this point.
12/19:12
that cOUNCIL CONSIDER PLACING A DOGGY BAG DISPENSER AT THE COTTAGE WOOD SITE

(Requested by Councillor M A McKillop)

After discussion, 


Councillor M A Mckillop proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Thompson and resolved,


“That a doggy bag dispenser would be placed at the Cottage Wood site.”

It was also agreed that all black spots would be targeted to alleviate offenses.
12/19:13
UPDATE ON TOILET FACILITIES AT GIANT’S CAUSEWAY AND BUSHMILLS RAILWAY STATION


(Requested by Councillor P McShane)

During discussion, issues raised included, opening times for the public toilets, the terms of the lease, details of carrying figures, information not forthcoming, value of the land leased, legal advice on the lease and previous debts.

After discussion, Council agreed to only seek details of opening hours of toilet facilities at the Giant’s Causeway Railway Company and that Councillor P McShane would put his further requests on the agenda.

12/19:14
THAT MOYLE DISTRICT COUNCIL TAKES ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO DO WITH THE FACILITATION OF THE HORSE TRADING EVENTS AT THE LAMMAS FAIR.  THAT IT ONLY FULFILLS IT’S STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS AND DOES NOT TAKE ON THE ORGANISATION OF THE HORSE TRADING THEREFORE SAVING THE RATEPAYER OVER £20,000


(Requested by Councillor P McShane)


This item was dealt with earlier in the meeting.
12/19:15
CONFERENCES, COURSES

There were no Conferences for discussion.

12/19:16
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 

and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

Renewal of liquor licences for;

Sportsman Bar, Bushmills, Harold and Malcolm Chambers

Harbour Bar, Ballycastle, Niall McKeague

Halo Bar & Nightclub, Ballycastle, Paul McAuley

Boyd Arms, Ballycastle, Paul McAuley

Anglers Arms, Ballycastle, Terrence Bakewell

Mary McBride’s Bar, Cushendun, Fiona McKeegan

Saffron Bar, Waterfoot, Christine Mulholland

Hunter’s Bar, Ballycastle, Edward Hunter

Central Bar, Cushendall, Oliver McMullan

Hillside Tavern, Ballycastle, Owen McKeague

Carrick-a-rede, Ballintoy, Sean McGinn

House of McDonnell, Ballycastle, Tom O’Neill

Diamond Bar, Ballycastle, Charles McVeigh

McBride’s Bar, Lisnagunogue, Noel Kirkpatrick

Glenmore House, Ballycastle, John Brown

McCollam’s Bar, Cushendall, Joseph Blaney

Central Bar, Ballycastle, Philip McHenry

The Manor House, Rathlin, Damien McFaul and Ksenia Zywozuk

There were no objections to the above applications.
12/19:17
Sealing of Documents
There were no documents for signing and sealing.

12/19:18
CorrespondencE
There was no correspondence for circulation.

Correspondence/Reports not circulated
Reference was made to a request by Cairns Resident’s Group to approve an application for allotments under the Building Sustainable Communities Fund.
After discussion,

Councillor M A McKillop proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Thompson and resolved,

“That Council agree to approve the request from Cairns Residents Group regarding allotments to allow the group to apply for funding to the public health authorities new scheme which allows communities to apply for funding under the Building Sustainable Communities.”
The meeting concluded at 22:40pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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