

23 January 2006


MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23 JANUARY 2006 AT 7.00PM

In the Chair:

Councillor O McMullan

Members Present:
Councillors M Black, S Blaney, W J Graham, H A Harding, G Hartin, D M McAllister, C McCambridge, A P McConaghy, R D McDonnell, M McKeegan, C McShane and C Newcombe.


Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive


Mrs M Quinn, Director of Administration and Finance


Mr D Kelly, Chief District Building Control Officer


Ms J McMath, Senior Planning Officer


Mrs L McAreavey, Member Services/Clerical Officer

06/03:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Apologies

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors O Black and R A McIlroy.

Chairman’s Business

Councillor McMullan welcomed Councillor Graham back following his recent accident, and wished him a full recovery.

Members agreed with these comments.
Councillor Graham expressed his gratitude to members for all their kind wishes and to those who visited him in hospital.
06/03:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 19 DECEMBER 2005

The minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 19 December 2005, having been circulated were taken as read.

Amendments to Minutes

Page 2, that the phrasing be changed to read all Gaelic Sports instead of Gaelic Football only and Page 6, that the Councillor requesting the office meeting for Mr Kerr’s application be listed as Councillor Harding and not Councillor McMullan.

After discussion,



Councillor McConaghy proposed



Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 19 December 2005 be adopted subject to the above amendments”.

06/03:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Signage In The Glens

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Forestry Service requesting that a sign be erected near 59 Drumavoley Road, Ballycastle to direct people to the forest.  It was also agreed that a letter would be sent to the Roads Service requesting a site meeting to discuss the replacement of the directional sings at the Tower in Cushendall and also to enquire about finishing the entrance features at Tully.
06/03:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

Councillor McMullan welcomed Ms McMath from the Planning Service to the meeting.

APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

E/2004/0331/O Mr Elliot, 139 Ballinlea Road, Armoy.  Location, 300m SW of 139 Ballinlea Road, Armoy.  Proposed site for dwelling and garage.
There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval. 

E/2004/0452/F Mr J McCurry, 43 Gaults Road, Cushendall.  Location, 43 Gaults Road, Tavnaharry, Cushendall.  Proposed extension to dwelling to provide retirement annex.  

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to there being no case of need within A.O.N.B. and inappropriate scale.
After discussion, it was agreed that an office meeting would be held to discuss the reasons for this refusal under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.

E/2004.0567/O Mr D Mc Alister, 21 Cushendall Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6QR.  Location, 40m NW of 38 Dunamallaght Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for retirement farm dwelling and garage. 

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to lack of integration/prominence, Urban sprawl and unacceptable visual impact of proposed access.

Councillor Harding stated that she was disappointed with this refusal as following the office meeting held she was of the opinion that if the applicant made alterations to the application this would be approved.

After discussion, it was agreed that an office meeting would be held to discuss the reasons for the refusal under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
E/2005/0121/O Mr Butler, 71 Blackpark Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6QZ.  Location, 350m South of 30 Glanmakeeran Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for farm retirement dwelling and garage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to insufficient case of need.

Councillor McAllister requested that an office meeting be held for this application under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.

This was agreed.

E/2005/0193/F Mr Campbell, 23 Islandranny Road, Bushmills, BT57 8YE.  Location, 23 Islandranny Road, Bushmills, Co. Antrim.  Proposed Dairy Unit Extension.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2005/0218/O Mr Connolly, 1 Dalriada Crescent, Cushendall, Co. Antrim.  Location South of 8a Dalriada Gardens, Cushendall.  Proposed 1no. semi-detached block of private dwellings.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being contrary to PPS7, DCAN8 and creating places failure to provide a quality residential amenity, and failure to proved satisfactory access arrangements to public road.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Ms McMath stated that this application had been previously approved, but that this had been an error as there were outstanding roads issues to be resolved.

After further discussion, it was agreed that an office meeting would be held to discuss the reasons for refusal under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
E/2005/0245/O Mr A Linnegan, C/0 Agent. Location, 143 Causeway Road, Bushmills.  Proposed Site 1 Clachan replacement dwelling.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to unacceptable access arrangements.

In reply to Councillor McConaghy, Ms McMath stated that this was the only reason for refusal.

E/2005/0248/O Mr A Linnegan, C/O.  Bell Architects Ltd, 76 Main Street, Ballymoney, Co. Antrim, BT53 6AL.  Location, land approx.  50m to the South of 143 Causeway Road, Carrowreagh Upper, Bushmills.  Proposed site for holiday cottage (tourism use) (Re-advertisement – amended proposal).         

E/2005/0250/O Mr A Linnegan, C/O.  Bell Architects, 76 Main Street, Ballymoney, Co.  Antrim, BT53 6AL.  Location, land approx.  40m SE of 143 Causeway Road, Carrowreagh Upper, Bushmills.  Proposed site for holiday cottage (tourism use) (Re-advertisement – amended proposal).         

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to nos case of need within A.O.N.B. contrary to policy TOU 3, impact on intrinsic character and quality of World Heritage Site (Policy TOU2 of Planning Strategy for Rural N.I. and BH5 of PPS6, Erosion of rural character, unacceptable access arrangements and contrary to Joint Ministerial Statement/Draft Northern Area Plan, Ribbon Development and Lack of Integration.
Councillor McConaghy requested that an office meeting be held for to discuss the reasons for refusal, in relation to the above three applications under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
This was agreed.

E/2005/0270/F Mrs J Mc Kinley, Gortaclee Road, Cushendall.  Location, opposite 59 Middlepark Road, Cushendall.  Proposed dwelling and garage.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2005/0359/F Armoy Homes, 78 Ballykenver Road, Ballymoney, BT53 8RP.  Location, adjacent to Calhame Bridge, Gracehill Golf Club, Ballinlea Road, Stranocum.  Proposed erection of one and a half storey dwelling and detached garage.  

Councillor Harding requested that an office meeting be held in relation to this application under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
This was agreed.

E/2005/0369/O Mr S Mc Keeman, 17 Cabragh Road, Bushmills.  Location, adjacent to no.  17 Cabragh Road, Bushmills.  Proposed site for dwelling and garage.
Councillor Graham requested that an office meeting be held in relation to this application under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
This was agreed.

E/2005/0378/O Mr B Gray, 182 Templepatrick Road, Doagh, Ballyclare, BT39 0RA.  Location, 15 Carnlelis Road, Bushmills.  Proposed site for dwelling and garage.   

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2005/0392/O Mr Taggart, C/O Bell Architects.  Location, site 170m West of 81A Hillside Road, Armoy.  Proposed site for dwelling and garage.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being contrary to Policy BH1 of PPS6 – inpact on setting of protected monument, impact on visual amenity regarding provision of access and unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor McAllister requested an office meeting be held in relation to this application under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
This was agreed.

E/2005/0393/F Mr Mcilroy, c/o Agent.  Location, 72 Moyle Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of 1 No.  semi detached block with single garages.    

There were no objections to this application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2005/0397/O Mr B Mc Loughlin, 18 Glasmullen Road, Glenariff. Co. Antrim, BT44 0Q2.  Location, 100m NW of 10 Glasmullen Road Glenariff.  Proposed replacement of existing gatehouse with new domestic bungalow to be located 70m NW of the gatehouse.  

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being contrary to HOU13 of PSRNI – unacceptable off site replacement-not replacement category and unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor McMullan requested that an office meeting be held in relation to this application under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
This was agreed.

E/2005/0416/F Mr S Mc Afee, C/O Agent.  Location, land approx 485m West of 89 Magheramore Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of one-and-a-half storey dwelling and detached domestic garage.   

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2005/0449/F Mr P Mitchell, C/O Agent.  Location, adjacent to 24 Warren Park, Waterfoot.  Proposed erection of pair of semi-detached houses adjacent to No.  24 and provision of 2 parking spaces in-front of No.  24 (re-advertisement; amended proposal).

Councillor McCambridge requested that an office meeting be held in relation to this application under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
This was agreed.

E/2005/0452/RM E Moore, C/O Agent.  Location, 200m NW of 27 Kilmahamogue Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed single storey dwelling and garage.

E/2005/0485/F Mr P Mc Kenna, 41 Whitehall Avenue, Ballycastle, BT54 6WB.  Location, 41 Whitehall Avenue, Ballycastle.  Proposed extension to dwelling.  

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2005/0486/F Mr Mc Gowan, 5 Rathlin Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6DD.  Location, no. 17 North Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed 1 semi-detached holiday unit.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being contrary to PPS7, DCAN8, crating places, failure to provide a quality residential environment by reason of overdevelopment.
After discussion, it was agreed that an office meeting would be held to discuss the reasons for refusal under criteria five; this is where the Council considered that all material planning considerations had not been assessed or where the opinion had been made contrary to, or departed from, prevailing planning policy.
E/2005/0516/F 1 The Diamond, Ballycastle, BT54 6AW.  Location, Ballycastle Credit Union Ltd, 1 The Diamond, Ballycastle, BT54 1AW.  Proposed site for internal refurbishment of existing offices and provisions of a lift.   

E/2005/0537/F County Hall, 182 Galgorm Road, Ballymena.  Location, Bushmills Branch Library, 44 Main Street, Bushmills.  Proposed change of use from Branch Library to Commercial Shop.
E/2005/0538/RM Mr B Mc Bride, 41 Carrowreagh Road, Armoy.  Location, opposite no.41 Carrowreagh Road, Armoy.  Proposal replacement dwelling and domestic garage.

E/2005/0549/F Mrs Connolly, 8 Fermount Park, Armoy.  Location, 8 Fernmount Park, Armoy.  Proposed conservatory. 

E/2005/0553/F Mr O’Connor, 1 Seaview Terrace, Waterfoot, Glenariffe, Ballymena.  Location, 1 Seaview Terrace, Waterfoot, Glenariffe.  Proposed extension to rear of dwelling.

E/2005/0565/F Mr & Mrs McNaughton, 4 Gortaclea Terrace, Cushendall, BT44 OTD.  Location, 4 Gortaclea Terrace, Cushendall.  Proposed extension to dwelling.

E/2005/0572/F Mrs Donaghy, 25 Middlepark Road, Cushendall.  Location, 25 Middlepark Road, Cushendall.  Proposed extension to dwelling. 

E/2005/0577/F Mr A Kerrins, c/o agent.  Location, 43 Mill Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed alterations to dwelling and two storey rear extension. 

E/2005/0597 Mr Graham, 26 Castlecat Road, Bushmills.  Location, site between No 26 – 28 Castlecat Road Bushmills.  Proposed alterations of house type already approved (E/2004/0347/F)

There were no objections to the above nine applications, they were recommended for approval.
Applications Deferred from Previous Meeting
E/2004/0407/O Mr T Brown, 8 Moycraig Road, Bushmills.  Location, 230m South of 56 Straid Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for dwelling and garage.

E/2004/0583/O Mrs M Mc Fetridge, 116 Tromra Road, Castlegreen, Cushendun.  Location, adjacent to 116 Tromra Road, Cushendun.  Proposed site For Single Storey Dwelling.   

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were now recommended for approval.

E/2005/0049/O Mr B Gillan, 7 Drones Road, Armoy.  Location, 40m South of 7 Drones Road, Armoy.  Proposed site of Dwelling and Garage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal, due to Prematurity and Substandard Visibility Splays.

Councillor McCambridge stated that the applicant wished to withdraw this application.

E/2005/0283/F Mr and Mrs G Mc Gowan, 5 Rathlin Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6DD.  Location, land approx.  30m SE of 5 Coolkeeran Road, Armoy.  Proposed erection of dwelling.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

Appeals Dates Notified
E/2005/0032/F Mrs S McDonnell. Location Land approx. 30m north of 20 Torr Road, Ballycastle. Proposed to remove condition 14 from planning permission E/2000/0450/O & Condition 2 from planning permission E/2003/0532/RM – Occupancy conditions.
Written Representations
E/2004/0502/O Mr & Mrs K McKay. Location Lands opposite to No’s 24-30 Glendun Road, Cushendun. Proposed site for farm labourers dwelling.
Written Representations
 E/2005/0537/F – After discussion, it was agreed that this application would be held for one month to allow Council to make representation to the NEELB on keeping the building in public domain.

06/03:05        
CHIEF DISTRICT BUILDING CONTROL OFFICER’S REPORT


The Chief District Building Control Officer’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Councillor McAllister left the meeting at this point.

Altananam Park

The CDBCO stated that an Irish language translation of Altananam Park had been obtained from Queens University, School of Irish Studies, and was as follows, Páirc Allt an Anama.
Councillor McDonnell enquired about the possibility of obtaining composite signage.  He stated that granting this would also set a precedent for other signage for example in Ulster Scots.
In reply, Councillor McShane pointed out that the policy regarding this signage had been agreed and therefore this would have to be granted.

Councillor McConaghy stated that he had nothing against the concept but stated that he had concerns that this may snowball.  He also stated that the costs of this should be considered.
After further discussion, it was agreed that the erection of an Irish name plate for Altananum Park Ballycastle, reading Pairc Allt an Anama would be erected.
Requests for Additional Nameplates in the Irish Language

The CDBCO stated that letters had been received from residents of Tully Crescent, Cushendall; Glenville Crescent, Cushendall; Cairns Road, Cushendall and Cairn View, Cushendall requesting the erection of additional street nameplates in the Irish language adjacent to the existing nameplates in English.

He informed members that in keeping with policy procedures, it was now recommended that a survey be conducted with residents of the above streets requesting their views on the erection of an additional nameplate in their streets.
After discussion, It was agreed that in keeping with the policy, a survey be conducted with residents of Tully Crescent, Glenville Crescent, Carins Road and Cairn View, in Cushendall to request their views on the erection of an additional nameplate in their street.
Application for Transfer of Entertainments Licence
Councillor McMullan declared an interest in the following topic.
The CDBCO stated that an application had been received by Mr G O’Neill, 22 Warren Park, Glenariffe for the transfer of an Entertainments Licence for The Central Bar, 7 Bridge Street, Cushendall.
He stated that days and times were as existing, i.e. Monday to Saturday 11.30am to 1.30am and Sunday12.30pm to 12 Midnight.

After discussion, it was agreed that the application for the transfer of Entertainments Licence for the Central Bar, Cushendall to Mr G O’Neill would be agreed
After discussion,

Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the Chief District Building Control Officer’s Report be adopted.”
06/03:06
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT’S REPORT


The Environmental Health Department’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.  In the absence of the DDS the Clerk read the report.
Authorisation of Officers
The Clerk referred to the report and stated that authorisations to exercise the powers, functions and duties of an Environmental Health Officer and Group Officers were now required under Health and Safety and Consumer Safety legislation as listed; 
Miss Amber Holmes

Lead Environmental Health Officer 

Mr Trevor Purce

Principal Environmental Health Officer (NGS)

Mrs Olive McWilliams
Senior Environmental Health Officer (NGS)

Mrs Helena Quinn

Lead Environmental Health Officer (NGS)
After discussion,

Councillor McConaghy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,

“That the Authorisation of Officers in respect of the new lead Environmental Health Officer and Group Officers would be approved.”

Fish Waste
The Clerk stated that further to a complaint from a member of the public regarding fish waste being stored in tanks on a farm in the Ballyvoy area, and the spreading of the fish waste on adjoining lands. He stated that Environmental Health Officers contacted the farm owner, monitored the situation and liaised with the Environment Heritage Service (EHS) which were the enforcement authority for the transfer and storage of unlicensed waste material.

He informed members that the fish waste was removed and repatriation to its original site of origin and the tanks cleaned.  He stated that EHS investigation was ongoing. 

In reply to Councillor McShane the Clerk stated that there was no further information at present and that it was being dealt with by EHS.

Dog Statistics
Councillor Harding referred to the table of dog statistics within the report and stated that she would like to express her disgust at the recent news of puppy farming and stated that she hoped that nothing like this would ever occur in the Moyle area.
Beach Safety Strategy
The Clerk stated that as previously discussed at a Council Meeting last August ROSPA had now carried out risk assessments of Runkerry, Ballycastle, Cushendall and Waterfoot beaches.
He informed members that at a Beach Safety Review Group meeting earlier this month, Peter Cornall of ROSPA, met with representatives from Moyle, Coleraine and Limavady Councils to discuss the risk assessments and how the Councils would work together to implement a uniform approach to the actions required.

He informed members that meetings were to be held to develop the action plan required to mange the beaches on the north coast.

Councillor McShane left the meeting at this point.
In reply to Councillor McCambridge, the Clerk stated that if a beach was designated as a swimming beach the onus would be on Council to provide all of the necessary safety arrangements.

Councillor McDonnell stated that guidance would be required on this topic as strangers to the Ballycastle Beach would not be aware of possible dangers and pointed out that people had drowned at this beach in the past.

The Clerk agreed that there would be issues to investigate.

After discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Newcombe and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health Department’s Report be adopted.”

06/03:07
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S REPORT
The Development Manager’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
Asda 

The DM stated that the Supermarket chain Asda had been in contact and are keen to address the fact that they do not currently have a store in the Moyle area.  

She stated that Council were asked to consider whether or not they wished to further pursue this.  

After discussion, 

Councillor McMullan proposed,

Seconded by Councillor McShane and resolved,

“That the issue of a possible Asda Store in the Moyle area would be referred to the Retail Environment Working Group.”
Councillor McAllister returned to the meeting at this point.

Councillor Blaney stated that this should be guided by what the rate payers in the area wanted.
Councillor McCambridge agreed but stated that the possible benefits would have to be weighed up against any possible loss of trading for local businesses.

North Antrim Leader + (NAL +)
The DM stated that NAL + Board had now finalised the review of their programme and Business Plan. She informed members that there had been several changes to the scheme.  She stated that two of the biggest changes which occurred were the establishment of a Farm Diversification Programme and the acceptance of Tourist Accommodation. 

She informed members that the Tourist Accommodation was only for those providers who had an existing B&B or had planning permission granted for conversion of new build works.  She stated that this would be for additional bedrooms or new facilities which improved standards and would enable the business to offer itself to a wider clientele.  

Councillor Blaney stated that an application for tourist accommodation of this kind of project had previously been turned down.
In reply, the DM stated that planning was a concern and that there was an ongoing study of old planning schedules to note the number of refusals for tourist and farm diversification applications.
Councillor McCambridge stated that she would like to support the comments made by Councillor Blaney regarding the refusal of a similar project.  She informed members that she was concerned that the leader plus was only targeting existing B&Bs or applications for which planning permission had been granted.  

The DM stated that this was regrettable but that the funding restraints had forced the situation. 

Councillor McMullan referred to the North Antrim Leader + Business Development Support and stated that it would be impossible to meet a deadline of 2/3 months due to the length of time it was currently taking to get a planning application processed.

In reply the DM stated that they did appreciate the situation but that all that the way forward at present would be to give the money to applications currently waiting rather than hand the money back.  She informed members that the leader board would be asking for a meeting with the Senior Planning Officers to get this point across.
Microtrade

The DM stated that a Networking Event in Cork was planned for January, and currently 4 Moyle businesses had enquired. She stated that the aim of the programme was to help 35 businesses from Northern Ireland meet potential customers, partners or suppliers in the Cork area. 

The DM stated that another event, called the Main Event, was scheduled for Dublin on 6th April at the City West Hotel and at this event businesses from Moyle would be paired with businesses from the Republic of Ireland. She stated that the businesses then engage in a series of speed networking sessions. The DM stated that currently 8 businesses had expressed an interest in the event which costs £65 and that discounts for accommodation in the hotel were also available for participating businesses. 
Councillor McKeegan suggested that Councillor McMullan be involved in this process to promote the area.
Councillor McShane returned to the meeting at this point.

Councillor McShane suggested that a steering group be set up for this purpose with the Chairman and representatives from Council.

After further discussion, it was agreed that the DM would make enquiries with the EDO with reference to setting up a possible steering group for Microtrade.
Ballycastle Town Partnership

The DM stated that a meeting with those interested in establishing a town Partnership for Ballycastle took place on Tuesday 13th December 2005. She informed members that discussions centred on the structure of the group and how to write a vision or strategy for the town. 

The DM stated that the group would meet again on 17th January to discuss writing a constitution, and drawing up terms of reference to employ the services of a facilitator to help them set up the partnership and write a strategy and action plan for the town.

She suggested that now the Partnership was being established the council may wish to formally nominate elected members to this body.

After discussion,

Councillor Graham proposed,

Seconded by Councillor McMullan,

“That the five Ballycastle Councillors be nominated sit on this group.”
Councillor McCambridge stated that she did not agree with this and informed members that she would like to stay on this committee.

In reply to Councillor Newcombe the Clerk stated that attendance at these meetings would be paid if deemed to be an approved duty.

Councillor McShane stated that she was in agreement with Councillor Newcombe that Councillors should not be paid for attendance.  She informed members that the aim of having Councillors on this group was to help with initiation but that members were to step back from this when the group was fully established.  She stated that this group was designed to bring money back into the town.
After further discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed an amendment,


Seconded by Councillor M Black,


“That the six Councillors currently sitting on the Town Partnership remain.”
On a vote being taken on the amendment, there were seven votes in favour and one against the amendment which was carried.
Councillor McShane left the meeting at this point.
After further discussion, it was agreed that the Councillors sitting on the Ballycastle Town Partnership would be paid for this and that they would be eligible to claim for any prior meetings attended.

Councillor McShane returned to the meeting.

NAL+ Business Awards 

The DM stated that the North Antrim Leader+ were holding business awards for rural micro businesses in North Antrim. 10 categories were to be sponsored, and the EDO had preliminarily booked the Innovation Category. She informed members that this would cost £1,000, and the awards were expected to be in early Spring. 

The DM stated that the awards would receive large amounts of publicity throughout Moyle, North Antrim and NI, and the EDO felt that the Innovation Category would best reflect Moyle District Council and their LED strategic aims. She pointed out that the award would receive 50% (£500) match funding from DETI. 
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would approve sponsorship of NAL+ Business Awards.
E-Commerce III Programme

The DM stated that the initial E-Business Support Initiative delivered by Western Connect helped 75 local businesses comprehend and exploit the internet and that the E-Commerce II programme helped 10 businesses develop e-commerce sites, and also developed a lifestyle website for Moyle. 

The DM stated that the proposed e-Commerce III Programme would help 15 local businesses develop their computer and e-business skills to an intermediate/advanced level. On the programme beneficiary businesses would be given one-to-one and group training. 

She informed members that each business would also be given one-to-one support to help them implement what they had learnt into their business. This would mean that businesses would be able to develop interventions that were tailored for their business, for example, tailored spreadsheets, business letters and business presentations. 

She stated that the cost of the programme would be £7,500 and would receive 50% (£3,750) match funding from DETI. 
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would approve the E-Commerce III Programme.
Ballycastle Film Club

The DM stated that the Film Club had requested that Council consider the following requests;

The use of the first floor in the museum building on Wednesday evenings from 6.30 to 10.00pm.  She stated that the accommodation was required to establish a regular programming facility for the use of the young people currently being trained to undertake this activity on behalf of the Club.  The DM stated that this activity required the use of viewing equipment and to date it had been difficult to schedule regular meetings as suitable venues and transportation of equipment had presented problems.  She informed members that the creative programmer had discussed the possibility of the use of this space with the museum staff and the proposed dates and activity had their support.

The DM stated that in preparation for the summer season the Film Club would like Councils permission to use the ferry terminal for a mid week screening throughout June, July and August, as well as the scheduled Friday evening activity.  She informed members that the Club would agree all dates in advance with the Terminal management staff and Calmac to ensure the availability of the space for this purpose.  She stated that it was envisaged that the additional screenings would provide a recreational activity for residents and visitors to the area over this period and could have a positive influence in how young people spent their leisure time over the holiday period.

Councillor Blaney stated that the Youth Club had requested use of these premises in the past and had been informed that these were unsafe.  
After discussion, it was agreed that the DM would look into the safety and insurance of the premises.

In reply to Councillor McCambridge the DM stated that she was aware of the lack of disabled access to this building but that presently no disabled children were involved in the club.  She stated that this could be reconsidered if the need arose.
After further discussion, it was agreed that the Ballycastle Film Club would be permitted to use the Ferry Terminal for a mid week screening throughout June, July and August as well as the scheduled Friday evening activity.

Community Relations Grants Scheme 

The DM stated that Ballycastle Youth Group were embarking on a trip to French Guyana, South America. She stated that this would be a good opportunity for the group of young people to explore their own culture and identity and that of others.
She informed members that the group was made up of pupils from Ballycastle High School and Cross and Passion School.  She stated that the visit was part of a broader exchange programme and would see the return visit of young people from French Guyana in April. 

After discussion, it was agreed that a Community Relations Grant of £250 would be granted to the Ballycastle Youth Group.

2006 / 2007 Good Relations Action Plan and Budget 
The DM stated that the proposed Good Relations Action Plan was attached for members  for the next financial year 2006 / 2007.

She informed members that the Action Plan was based on the three year Good Relations Strategy (2006-2009) approved by Council and had also taken into consideration the views of members of the public who attended community consultation workshops held throughout the district in October. 

She stated that it should be noted that at a previous meeting, Council had asked the CRO to investigate the possibility of supporting the Moyle Youth Council and carry out an audit of ethnic minority groups within the district and pointed out that these had been included in the Action Plan.
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the proposed Good Relations Action Plan and Budget.

Good Relations and Equality Training
Councillor Harding referred to the Good Relations and Equality Training and pointed out that only three members had attended the training.
In reply Councillor McMullan suggested that another date be organized for this training.
In reply to Councillor McShane, it was agreed that the DM would bring back a dates for Equality training.
Seeding Grant

The DM stated that there had been an application from The Ballycastle Ulster Scots, Cultural & Heritage Society for a seeding grant from the Council. She stated that the aim of the group was to promote and educate in the Ulster Scots tradition and cultures and other indigenous cultures and also to establish a Community Development Initiative and to co-operate with other relevant organisations in promotion of activities by the society.
She stated that the group had included all the necessary information in their application and had been formed since 24th September 2005. She informed members that they had applied for the funding to help with postage and advertising costs.

After discussion it was agreed to approve the proposed Good Relations Action Plan and Budget and that this group would be invited to a give Council a presentation on their work.
Breastfeeding Welcome Here

The DM stated that the Health Promotion Agency had approached the Council with the request that it join the Breastfeeding Welcome Here Scheme.  She informed members that the scheme aimed to make it easier for mums to recognise places where they could breastfeed their baby.
She stated that they had asked that Council promote it within its own buildings and also promote it throughout the wider community through the Trade Development Officer and the Community Services Officer and informed members that the membership criteria was that Breastfeeding was acceptable in all areas open to the public, a mother who was breastfeeding would not be asked to stop or move to another area, all staff members were made aware of the scheme and therefore supportive of the needs of breastfeeding mums and that non-smoking areas were provided.
She stated that it was hoped that this scheme would help the health of both mother and baby and improve breastfeeding numbers in Northern Ireland were breastfeeding rates were one of the lowest in Europe. 
Councillors McCambridge and McKeegan stated that this was to be encouraged and that it was a healthy option for both Mother and Baby.
After discussion, It was agreed that Council would approve becoming a member of the Breastfeeding Welcome Here Scheme.
Celtic European Festival of the Sea 
The DM stated that the replacement TEO was continuing to attend the steering group meetings for the Celtic European Festival of the Sea 2006 on behalf of the Moyle Area.

She informed members that the TEO had submitted a funding application on behalf of Moyle Council and a number of community groups from the area in June 2005 and that a letter of offer had now been received with a total of £18,340 allocated to fund a number of Moyle Council and Community Group organised events between 22nd May and 4th June 2006 as part of the overall Celtic European Festival of the Sea.

She stated that, Happening P.R., had been appointed to oversee marketing and PR for the overall Festival and would be working with each council area on their local event launch.

With the Festival events straddling council areas stretching from Donegal to Larne, it had been decided that a local steering group be set-up to oversee the planning, co-ordination and promotion of events in the Moyle area.  She pointed out that the first meeting of this Steering Group was planned for the end of January.

Cushendall Sailing and Boating Club
The DM stated that Cushendall Sailing and Boating Club had written requesting that Council fund 5 visitor moorings which could be put in place in time for the Celtic Maritime Festival.  She informed members that this would enable Cushendall and the wider Glens Area to benefit from the tourism generated through the Festival and in future years.
In reply to Councillor McCambridge, the DM stated that the proposed visitor moorings would be anchored with mooring buoys and that these could prove to be expensive in terms of maintenance.
After discussion, it was agreed that the DM would investigate the different ways in which the request for visitor moorings at Cushendall Sailing and Boating Club could be accommodated.
In reply to Councillor McShane, it was agreed that the DM would bring back information on the names of members on the steering group for the Celtic European Festival of the Sea.

It was also agreed that it would be appropriate for the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to be involved in the Steering Group for the Celtic European Festival of the Sea.
ADDENDUM TO THE DEVELOPMENT REPORT
Cushendall Marina Proposal

The DM stated that following the presentation to Council some time ago from a developer proposing to build a marina facility at Cushendall, the Local Government Auditor was contacted for advice regarding the disposal of land and therefore the requirement for some form of public competition. 

She informed members that the recommended way forward was that the Council would publicly invite proposals from developers interested in developing a marina.

She stated that the best proposal would be chosen and then the developer would proceed with engineering plans which would identify the location and extent of any public land to be disposed of.   This would then be independently valued and sold at that price. 

She informed members that a specification would be drawn up in the next few weeks and an advertisement placed in the local press and that Council would be kept informed of progress.
After discussion,


Councillor McCambridge proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McShane and resolved,

“That the plans for the proposed Cushendall Marina should proceed.”
Rural Life Week
The DM stated that the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development were supporting a ‘Rural Life Week’ which aimed to promote the achievements of the current Rural Development Programme and the Peace 11 measures for farmers and farm families. 

She stated that this would take place 20 – 26th of March and would highlight stories on Community, Farming, Environment, Business and Tourism.

She informed members that the Department required the Council’s endorsement of this initiative and any comments and suggestions would also be welcome.

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would endorse Dard’s Rural Life Week initiative.
New Businesses in the Moyle area
In reply to Councillor McCambridge the DM stated that new businesses in the area had increased dramatically but that the weakness was in following due to limited resources.  She stated that the failure rate could possibly be lessened if there were more resources available.  She informed members that it was hoped to develop a business programme.
New Ballycastle Town Service Bus
Councillor Blaney referred to the new Ballycastle town service bus route.  He stated that he thought that this was a great idea for the town but that he had received complaints about the fact that it did not commence until 9:30 and also that it only seemed to service some of the sites in the town.  He informed members that it appeared to be a selective route.
In reply to Councillor Blaney, Councillor McCambridge stated that there would be issues around collecting school children to be discussed.
After discussion, it was agreed that the Chairman would write to Translink to raise these issues.
After discussion,


Councillor McAllister proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,


“That the Development Manager’s report be adopted.”
06/03:08

“LIQUOR LICENSING – THE WAY FORWARD” CONSULTATION DOCUMENT (CORRESPONDENCE FROM FRLT AND NILGA ENCLOSED)



Councillor Graham left the meeting at this point.




Councillor McMullan stated that a decision had to be made as to Council’s stance on the proposed new liquor licensing laws.




Councillor McDonnell stated that the correspondence from the FRLT did not include all of the relevant information.



Councillor McConaghy was agreement with these comments.



After discussion,





Councillor McShane proposed,





Seconded by Councillor Newcombe,




“That Council support the FRLT on the issue of the proposed new Liquor Licensing and that a letter would be sent to NILGA to inform them of this decision.”


Councillor McConaghy called for a recorded vote.



Councillor Graham returned to the meeting at this point.




On a recorded vote being taken, Councillors M Black, Blaney, McCambridge, McKeegan, McShane, McMullan and Newcombe voted in favour, Councillors McConaghy and McDonnell voted against the proposal which was carried and Councillors Hartin, McAllister, Graham and Harding abstained from the vote.
06/03:09
SEX OFFENDERS IN SCHOOLS – TO WRITE TO THE MINISTER EXPRESSING CONCERN AND ENQUIRING WHETHER THIS COULD HAPPEN IN NORTHERN IRELAND
(Requested by Councillor Harding)
Councillor Harding requested that Council write to the Minsiter and the NEELB to express concerns on the issue of Sex Offenders in Schools.  She stated that she would like the members on the board also to raise this topic.
In reply Councillor McConaghy stated that the problems experienced in England would not be the same in Northern Ireland due to much more rigorous checks in place.  He stated that the response from the minister would be much the same as the recent press release on the issue.

Councillor Harding stated that she was glad to hear these comments but was still of the opinion that a letter should be sent.

After further discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Minister for education, the NEELB and the Board for Catholic maintained schools to express concerns with the possibility of sex offenders working in schools and to ask that this matter be investigated.
06/03:10
CLASSIFICATION OF CANNABIS
(Requested by Councillor McCambridge)
Councillor McCambridge asked that a letter be sent to the Health Minister expressing Council’s concerns regarding the classification of Cannabis and requesting that this classification be restored to Class B.  She informed members that there were serious mental health and physical effects associated with the use of this drug.
After discussion, Councillor McMullan stated that this was a complex and highly emotive issue and informed members that he felt that more time was required to gain information on the topic.
Councillor McCambridge stated that she would attempt to gain further information on the topic.

It was therefore agreed to defer this topic for discussion at a later date.
06/03:11

Safety on school buses

(Requested by Councillor O Black)
In the absence of Councillor O Black, Councillor McCambridge suggested that this item be deferred.

Councillor McMullan stated that there was new information and new guidelines available which could be given to members in order to bring Council up to date in this issue.  He informed members that he would bring this information to the next Council meeting.

06/03:12
update on the greener glens project (report)
(Requested by Councillor McCambridge)

It was agreed that the meeting would continue in committee.

Lengthy discussions were held on the question of Council funding of the Greener Glens Project.
After discussion, 

Councillor McCambridge proposed,

Seconded by Councillor M Black,

“That members would re-look at the support agreed for the Greener Glens Project subject to the Local Government Auditor permitting operations during the first year.”
After further discussion,


Councillor McAllister proposed an amendment,


Seconded by Councillor Graham,

“That the original funding agreement be adhered to.”

On a recorded vote being taken, Councillors Graham, Harding, Hartin and McAllister voted in favour and Councillors M Black, Blaney, McCambridge, McDonnell, McKeegan, McMullan, McShane and Newcombe voted against the amendment which was lost.
On a recorded vote being taken on the proposal, Councillors M Black, Blaney, McCambridge, McDonnell, McKeegan, McMullan, McShane and Newcombe voted in favour  and Councillors Graham, Hartin, and McAllister voted against the proposal which was carried.  Councillor Harding abstained.
06/03:13 
conferences, courses etc



Dundalk Chamber of Commerce, Ireland’s National Environment Conference, Enviro Business 06. To be held on Wednesday 8th March and Thursday 9th March 2006 at RDS Dublin


After discussion,




Councillor McShane proposed,




Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,



“That Councillor Newcombe would be nominated to attend the Dundalk Chamber of Commerce, Ireland’s National Environment Conference, Enviro Business 06.”
06/03:14
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985
There were no Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1966 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985 received.

06/03:15
Sealing of Documents


After discussion,




Councillor McDonnell proposed,




Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,



“That the licence to enable NEELB to use the Seafront Centre, Ballycastle would be Signed and Sealed.”
06/03:16
Correspondence

Letter dated 9th November 2005 from the Planning Service regarding Management Board Referral for application E/2005/0292
It was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Planning Management Board regarding application E/2005/0292 asking for the applicant to be given the opportunity to withdraw the application due to the treatment received by the Management Board.
The meeting concluded at 10.30 pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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