MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 23RD JULY 2012
In the Chair:
Councillor S Hunter
Members Present:
Councillors S Blaney, D F Cunningham, W Graham, S Hunter, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, S McKillop, C McShane, P McShane, C C Thompson. 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mr A McPeake, Director of Environmental Services

Mrs E Mulholland, Director of Development Services

Ms J McMath, Planning Service

Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
12/17:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Baird, M A McKillop, N McAllister and McCambridge.
Chairman’s Business
The Chair made reference to the sad and tragic death of Beth Cousins and informed members that she had attended the funeral and passed on her condolences and those of the people of Moyle and the staff and Councillors.

Councillor D McAllister entered the meeting at this point.

All members wished to be associated with these comments.

12:03:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25TH JUNE 2012
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25th June 2012 having been circulated, were taken as read.
Amendment to the minutes
Cllr S McKillop asked for when she left the meeting to be moved to before item 12/17:12.

After discussion, 



Councillor Graham proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25th June 2012 be adopted.”
12/17:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25TH JUNE 2012 

Dunseverick Harbour

(Councillor McIlroy)

After discussion, it was agreed that information on Dunseverick Harbour regarding land ownership and caravans would be forwarded to the Dunseverick Community Association.


Building Regulations

(Councillor McIlroy)


After discussion, it was agreed that clarity would be sought regarding the issue of Building Regulations and the proposed meeting with Anthony Tohill.


Mechanical Sweeper

(Councillor McIlroy)

The DES confirmed that the price allocated for hire of the Mechanical Sweeper including a driver and fuel would be £35 per hour.

Puck Fair

(Councillor Hunter)

After discussion,


Councillor P McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Thompson,


“That one representative would suffice in these times of austerity.”

Councillor S McKillop proposed an amendment,

Seconded by Councillor Hunter,

“That Councillor Graham would replace Councillor Hunter for the Puck Fair.” 
On a recorded vote being taken, Councillors Blaney, Graham, Hunter, D McAllister, McDonnell, McIlroy and S McKillop voted in favour of and Councillors C McShane, P McShane and Thompson voted against the amendment which was carried.  Councillor Cunningham abstained.
12/17:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
E/2011/0059/LBC  Mr P Laverty, C/O Agent, Hunter Associates, 8 Charlotte Street, Ballymoney.  Location, 22 – 24 Main Street, Ballintoy.  Proposed renovation and extension to existing property.

E/2011/0076/F  Mr P Laverty,  C/O Agent, Hunter Associates, 8 Charlotte Street, Ballymoney.  Location, 22 – 24 Main Street, Ballintoy.  Proposed retrospective application for renovation and extension to existing property.

E/2011/0181/F  Mr S McBride, C/O Agent, Moore Design, Market Court, 63 New Row, Coleraine, BT52 1EJ.  Location, off Fairhead Road, Ballycastle, Co Antrim, BT54 6RD.  Proposed Farm Diversification Project to convert and adapt existing outbuildings to bunkhouse, toilet and drying facilities.

E/2012/0047/O  Mr & Mrs J Higgins, C/O Agent, Lee walker 30, Toberdoney Road, Liscolman, Ballymoney, BT53 8DR.  Location, at the rear of No 1 Rathlin Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for dwelling.

The above four applications were approved.

E/2012/0059/F  Ms Avril Ross, C/O Agent, GM Design Associates Ltd, 22 -24 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, Glacanacre, Ballygill South Townland, Rathlin Island, BT54 6RT.  Proposed conversion of existing traditional stone built threashing barn for use as a single dwelling.

E/2012/0095/O  Miss M Black, C/O Agent, FMK Architecture Unit 1 8a Mount Davys Road, Ballymena, BT42 1HE.  Location, approximately 70m west of 99a Glen Road, Glenariff, Ballymena, Co Antrim, BT44 0RG.  Proposed replacement of café to dwelling.
The above two applications were deferred for an Office Meeting for further information.

E/2012/0097/O  Evelyn & Anne Brady & Davis, C/O Agent, Paddy Byrne, Architect 108, Appleton Park, Belfast, BT11 9JF.  Location, to the rear of 33 & 35 Glenaan Road, Tirkilly, Cushendall, BT44 0TP.  Proposed dwelling located between 2 dwellings on Glenaan Road and 3 cottages behind the site to form a cluster or clachan.
The above application was deferred for one month for further information.
Deferred Items
E/2010/0287/O  Mr A O Boyle, 26 Carneill Park, Waterfoot.  Location, 320m SE of 10 Glasmullan Road, Glenariff.  Proposed site for a house on a farm.

E/2011/0043/O  Mrs M Dunlop, 108 Causeway Road, Bushmills, Co Antrim, BT57 8SX.  Proposed small replacement dwelling.

The above two applications were approved. 
It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Planning Appeals Commission in support of Planning Appeal ref E/2010/0205/F.

Office Meetings to be held on Thursday 3rd November. 
12/17:05
NORTHERN IRELAND HOUSING EXECUTIVE – DISTRICT HOUSING 

PLAN 2012/13


A comprehensive presentation was delivered by Mr Frank O’Connor, Mr Stewart Cuddy and Mr Gerry McCloskey from the NIHE on the District Housing Plan 2012/13.  


Following discussion in which issues such as new build projects, homelessness, Welfare Reform, Review of the NIHE, schemes, housing need, sewerage upgrade and fuel poverty were raised the representatives from NIHE were thanked for their presentation.
12/17:06
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES INTERIM REPORT

The Development Services Interim Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Councillor C McShane left the meeting at this point.



Bushmills PSNI Station
After discussion,

Councillor Hunter proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S McKillop and resolved,

“That Council would express an interest in acquiring the Bushmills PSNI Station to allow time for the Bushmills Forum to work up ideas and apply for funding in order to carry out all necessary needs analysis and economic appraisals.”
Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

After discussion,


Councillor S McKillop proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham,


“That the Riverside Walk project and Community Campus project be included in 

Corporate Plan.”

Councillors C McShane and McIlroy returned to the meeting.

Following discussion regarding this proposal in which the aims and objectives of the Corporate Plan with regard to local communities and regeneration were confirmed Councillor S McKillop withdrew her proposal.
After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to Bushmills Forum to explain that the Riverside Walk project and Community Campus Project would be supported by Council as outlined in the existing statements within the Corporate Plan and this support would not be diminished by projects not being mentioned by name in the plan

Good Relations Grant

East Antrim Republican Historical Group – 1981 play

The above application met the criteria and was recommended for approval.

Councillor S McKillop stated that she did not agree as she could not see a benefit for Community Relations as there was no evidence of engagement with the other community.
The HDS stated that this application was recommended under criteria B as single identity work but that there was ensured interaction with the audience.

After discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,


“That the application be approved.”

Tourism Events Fund

After discussion,



Councillor P McShane proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,

“That Council approve the recommendation of the Tourism Events Fund panel to approve the applications for the Giant’s Causeway Sportive and award a £5000 grant.”

After discussion, it was agreed that a breakdown of costings would be included in the next report.
Armoy Road Races
Reference was made to Corporate Hospitality  and Club Hospitality passes available for the Armoy Road Races taking place on the 27th and 28th July.  Councillor Hunter had already received a Corporate Hospitality Pass as Chairperson.
Corporate Hospitality Passes

After discussion, 

Councillor P McShane proposed

Seconded by Councillor Blaney

Councillor Cunningham

Councillor Blaney proposed

Seconded by Councillor Hunter

Councillor P McShane

Councillor McIlroy proposed

Seconded by Councillor Graham

Councillor D McAllister

Councillor McIlroy proposed

Seconded by Councillor Hunter

Councillor S McKillop

Councillor P McShane proposed

Seconded by Councillor Hunter

Director of Environmental Services
Club Hospitality Passes
Councillor D McAllister proposed
Seconded by Councillor McDonnell
Councillor McIlroy

Councillor Thompson proposed

Seconded by Councillor Blaney 

Councillor C McShane

It was agreed that the remaining four Club passes would be distributed among staff.

Liscolman Annual Fun Day
After discussion, it was agreed that the request from Liscolman Community Association for their Annual Fun Day on 4th August would be approved.
Agreed

After discussion,



Councillor D McAllister proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,



“That the Development Services Interim Report be adopted.”
12/17:07
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Mobile Street Trading Licences


Mr Harry Douthart, Ice Cream and Confectionary, various areas as listed


Mr Adrian Patrick O’Neill, Ice Cream, various areas as listed


After discussion, it was agreed that the Mobile Street Trading Licences as listed in the report would be approved subject to no objections being raised by PSNI or Road Service.


Temporary Street Trading Licences

Mr Harry Douthart, Ice Cream & Confectionary, area and dates listed

Mr Mark Wilmont, Hot food, area and dates listed


After discussion, it was agreed that the Temporary Street Trading Licences as listed in the report would be approved subject to no objections being raised by PSNI or Road Service.


Applications for Occasional Entertainments Licences


Mr Patrick Kane, Marquee in the grounds of Cushendall Hurling Club.

Mr D McClafferty, Shed and Yard at 136 Hillside Road.

Ms B Anderson, Marquee in the grounds of Cushendall Sailing and Boating Club

After discussion, it was agreed that the Applications for Occasional Entertainments Licences as listed in the report would be approved subject to NI Fire & Rescue Service and PSNI consultations.

Request from Ballintoy Archaeological & Historical Society 
After discussion, it was agreed that the Templastragh Site would be included in the application for Heritage Lottery Fund for grant aid under their “All Our Stories Strand” from Ballintoy Archaeological and Historical Society.

Upgrade of Ardclinis Church
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would approve the request from NIEA to recommence maintenance of grounds inside and out of Ardclinis Church.  They agreed they would also remove some earth and vegetation left on site and provide a layer of pea gravel and manpower necessary to lay the gravel in the interior of the Church to address the overgrowth.
Ballintoy Harbour Block
It was agreed that JS Dunlop Ltd would be awarded the contract for upgrade of Ballintoy Toilets for a sum of £15,968 plus VAT.

Game of Thrones
After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,


“That the meeting continue in committee.”

After discussion, it was agreed to approve a request from Game of Thrones film crew to change the date of filming at the Sandy Port to 7th September 2012.

The meeting continued out of committee.

Standardised Packaging of Tobacco Products

With regard to Council’s response to the consultation on standardised packaging of Tobacco Products, it was agreed that a query would be made to see if it would still be possible for our own products to be identified in Northern Ireland.
After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor D McAllister and resolved,


“That the Environmental Services Report be adopted.”
12/17:08
that council arrange a multi agency meeting involving roads service, NI water and rivers agency to discuss the reoccuring problem of flooding in the Glens


(Requested by Councillor Thompson)

After discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,

“That Council arrange a multi-agency meeting involving Roads Service, NI Water and Rivers Agency to discuss the reoccurring problem of flooding in the Glens.”
Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.
12/17:09 
MOTION: THAT THIS COUNCIL SUPPORTS THE SAME RIGHTS AND ENTITLEMENTS OF CIVIL MARRIAGE FOR ALL CITIZENS REGARDLESS OF RACE, RELIGION OR SEXUALITY

(Requested by Councillor N McAllister)

After discussion, it was agreed that this motion be placed on the agenda for the next Council meeting.


Councillor Graham left the meeting.

12/17:10
SHOWING HORSES AT THE LAMMAS FAIR

(Requested by Councillor Blaney)

Councillors McIlroy and Graham returned to the meeting.

Following discussion, in which issues such as not having a follow up meeting with the Horse Men, history of Horse Trading at the Lammas Fair, Health and Safety Regulations, horses being shown in fields as opposed to hard ground, time scale for ideas and implementation, Heavy Horses being shown, the ban at Fairhill Street, the Pony Show, Ramoan Road field, the effect on other fairs, animal cruelty, residents in the area, vet presence at the fair and bye-laws were raised;



Councillor D McAllister proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,



“That Council would facilitate horse trading at the Lammas Fair this year by permitting the use of the field at Ramoan Road, subject to Insurance, if the horse traders would agree to organise and adhere to Health and Safety and provide feed and water.  It was agreed that the Ban on Horse Trading at Fairhill Street would remain.”
It was agreed that Cllr D McAllister’s laptop would be left for Martin to look at as it keeps crashing.

Councillor D McAllister left the meeting at this point.


Councillor C McShane left the meeting.

12/17:11
REMOVAL OF BOLLARD BLOCKING ACCESS TO RUNKERRY BEACH ALONG THE SANDY RODDEN.

(requested by Councillor P McShane)


After discussion,



Councillor P McShane proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Hunter,



“That the bollard be removed immediately and that Council look at all access 

points for emergency services along the coastline.”


Discussion was held on the possible removal of the Bollard and the following issues were raised, not being able to open the gate with the bollard in place, who held keys for the bollard, access points along the coastline, the naming of the area which was referred to by ordinance survey as Bushfoot Strand, Health and Safety issues with regard to the railway, anti-social behaviour, pedestrian access to the railway, farmers rights to access to the beach, (Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting), Health and Safety report, implications of any action on the removal of the bollard, signage at the beach, and surfing at the beach, the bollard being unlocked at present.

After discussion,



Councillor McIlroy proposed an amendment,



Seconded by Councillor Graham,



“That Council await a full Health and Safety  report.”


After further discussion, it was agreed that the bollard at Bushfoot Strand would remain unlocked until the Health and Safety report on the recent accident was returned to Council.  It was also agreed that the Railway would be informed of this decision.
12/17:12
CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP OF OUTSIDE BODIES

a) Drainage Council NI
It was agreed that Councillor S McKillop had withdrawn from this committee and that clarity would be sought on if a member would be appointed or invited to the Drainage Council NI.
b) Forum for Local Government and the Arts

It was agreed that Councillor S McKillop would leave this committee.

After discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,


“That Councillor M A McKillop be nominated.”

c) Moyle Arts Development Forum

It was agreed that Councillor S McKillop would leave this committee.

After discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,


“That Councillor M A McKillop be nominated.”

d) Moyle Sports Advisory Committee

It was agreed that Councillor S McKillop would leave this committee.

After discussion,


Councillor Hunter proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Thompson and resolved,


“That Councillor Blaney be nominated.”

e) Audit and Governance Working Group

It was agreed that Councillor Thompson would remain on the group as the Sinn Fein representative and that Councillor N McAllister would leave the group.

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That Councillor Blaney be nominated.”

f) Ballycastle Community Development Group

It was clarified that the five Ballycastle Councillors had been nominated onto the Ballycastle Community Development Group.
g) Causeway Coast and Glens Regional Tourism Partnership

After discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane,


“That Councillor M A McKillop be nominated.”


Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham,


“That Councillor McIlroy be nominated.”

After discussion, it was noted that there were already two representatives on this group, Councillors P McShane and Thompson and that the nominations would be noted as an expression of interest.

h) Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust

It was noted that there was only one seat so no other nominations could be considered.

i) Causeway Coast Domestic Violence Forum

It was noted that there was only one seat so no other nominations could be considered.

j) Causeway Coast Arts Committee

It was agreed that Councillor M A McKillop’s request to be nominated onto the Causeway Coast Arts Committee would be brought to the next meeting.
k) Causeway Citizens Advice

It was agreed that Councillor Thompson would leave this committee.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy,


“That Councillor S McKillop be nominated.”


Councillor C McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor P McShane,


“That Councillor Cunningham be nominated.”

Councillor S McKillop withdrew her nomination.

l) ICE

Councillor C McShane expressed an interest in sitting on this committee.

It was agreed that Councillor C McShane’s request to sit on the ICE committee would be followed up re Councillor Baird’s continued attendance.
m) North East Partnership Interreg IVA

It was agreed that Councillor N McAllister would replace Councillor C McShane on the North East Partnership Interreg IVA.
12/17:13
CONFERENCES, COURSES
a) National Association of Councillors AGM.  To be held on 21st September 2012 at Clandeboye Lodge Hotel, Bangor
It was agreed that members of the National Association of Councillors attend the AGM if they wished to do so.
b) NI Annual Economic Conference.  To be held on 19th September 2012 at Titanic Belfast.

After discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,


“That Councillor S McKillop attend.”

12/17:14
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 

and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

Application for the Transfer and Renewal of a Licence premises at the Mariners Bar, Waterfoot Glenariff, Mary Delargy

Application for the Transfer and Renewal of liquor licence, Causeway Hotel, The Mount Charles Group Limited.

Application for renewal of liquor licences at The Old Bushmills Distillery.

Application for renewal of liquor licences at The Cushendun and 14 Strandview Park, Cushendun, Randal McDonnell.

Occasional Licence – 4th August 2012 for a Wedding at Corrymeela, Paul McAuley.

Occasional Licence – 3rd – 5th August 2012 for functions at Ruairi Og Cushendall Hurling Club, Conor Connolly.

Occasional Licence – 27th and 28th July 2012, Armoy Motor Cycle Road Race, Damien McClafferty.

Occasional Licence – 28th July 2012, Robert Emmets GAC, Cushendun Parish Hall, McBride’s Bar, Cushendun

Occasional Licence – 28th July 2012, Edward Hunter, Culfeightrin Parish Hall, Ballyvoy

Occasional Licence – 18th August 2012, Robert Gray, Ballinlea Orange Hall, Ballycastle.
Occasional Licence – 21st – 22nd September 2012, Stanley and James McFarland, Ballintoy Masonic Lodge, Ballintoy.
There were no objections to the above applications.
12/17:15
Sealing of Documents
There were no documents for signing and sealing.

12/17:16
CorrespondencE
(a) Letter dated 22nd June 2012 from the Department of the Environment regarding an appeal by Mr Frank McCaughan at 20m SW of 143 Causeway Road, Bushmills 

This letter was noted.

(b) Letter dated 22nd June 2012 from Northern Ireland Water regarding the sewerage system Ballycastle

This letter was noted.
(c) Letter dated 26th June 2012 from the Northern Ireland Office in response to Councils letter regarding their motion calling for the immediate release of Marian McGlinchey (nee Price) due to the deterioration of her health. 

This letter was noted.

(d) Letter dated 28th June 2012 from the Dunseverick & District Community Association regarding a sub group to deal with all issues regarding the well being of the rowing boat ‘The Arrow’ 

This letter was noted.
Discussion was held on ownership of the boat.

The Clerk stated that there was no clear ownership of the boat, that it was raised by public subscription.  The Clerk stated that he had written to the group to inform them that he would advise Councillors of the new group.

(e) Letter dated 29th June 2012 from the Department of Finance and Personnel in response to Council’s letter regarding devolution of fuel duty powers 

This letter was noted.

(f) Letter dated 3rd July 2012 from Rural Development Programme, North East Region in response to Council’s letter regarding Bushmills TIC 

This letter was noted.

(g) Letter dated 9th July 2012 from the Northern Ireland Assembly inviting a written submission regarding the Business Improvement Districts Bill 

This letter was noted.

(h) Letter dated 9th July 2012 from the Minister for Employment and Learning in response to Council’s letter regarding the decision to withdraw the additional £10 per week financial incentive payment to unemployed adults undertaking essential skills courses 

This letter was noted.
(i) Letter dated 10th July 2012 from the Department of the Environment inviting Council’s views on their public consultation on the Road Traffic (Drink Driving) (Amendment) Bill and Additional Measures to tackle Drink and Drug Driving in Northern Ireland 

This letter was noted.

(j) Letter dated 10th July from the Minister of the Environment in response to Council’s letter regarding derelict buildings within the towns and villages in all areas of the Moyle District 

This letter was noted.

(k) Letter dated 11th July 2012 from the Northern Ireland Assembly inviting Council’s views on the Criminal Justice Bill 

This letter was noted.

(l) Letter dated 16th July 2012 from the Minister of the Environment in response to Council’s letter regarding RPA 

This letter was noted.

(m) Letter dated 17th July 2012 from Northern Health and Social Care Trust regarding feedback on ‘Transforming Your Care – A review of Health and Social Care’ 

This letter was noted.
The meeting concluded at 23:00pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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