MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 24th MAY 2010
In the Chair:
Councillor C McShane
Members Present:
Councillors M Black, O Black, S Blaney, H A Harding, W Graham, G Hartin, D M McAllister, A P McConaghy MBE, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan, P McShane, C Newcombe. 

Also Present:
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services
Mr P Mawdsley, Head of Environmental Health and Enforcement
Mr D Kelly, Head of Building Control
Mrs E Mulholland, Head of Development
Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
Mr T Fulton, Roads Service

Mr J McKinley, Roads Service

10/02:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
An apology was received on behalf of Councillor McCambridge.
Chairman’s Business
May Ball
Councillor C McShane thanked members who had attended the May Ball. She stated that it had been a great success and that there had been over 300 people in attendance.

Expression of Sympathy
Councillor C McShane offered her sympathy on the passing of former Councillor Jim Rodgers, she stated that her thoughts were with the family.

Councillors McConaghy Graham and McIlroy wished to be associated with these comments.

Councillor Blaney wished to be associated with these comments and also offered his sympathies on the death of Mrs Matthews and to the McAuley family of Ballycastle.

Attacks on Community Safety Warden
Councillor C McShane condemned recent attacks on one of the Community Safety Wardens.  She stated that his car and home had been vandalised.  She stated that Council Officers and members had offered their support at this time.  She informed members that the wardens were pillars of the community and that this was a service that other towns in the north would be happy to avail of.  She stated that she would also like to condemn the attack on the Youth Links building.

Councillor M Black stated that she was in agreement with these comments and informed members that she had received great feedback for this service.

Audit Committee Training
Councillor C McShane reminded members that there was Audit Committee training on Wednesday 26th.  She stated that this was expensive to run and that she felt that members on the Audit Committee should attend.  She asked members to confirm this as soon as possible.
Councillor McMullan confirmed that this should take priority over the Joint Committee meeting for the members of the Audit Committee.

Councillors M Black, McIlroy and C McShane gave their apologies for the training.

Liscolman Community Association Fun Day

Councillor C McShane stated that there had been a request from Liscolman Community Association for use of the Playing Fields at Liscolman for a Fun Day on 14th June.
After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That Council would give permission for the use of the Playing Fields at 


Liscolman.”

Natasha McShane fundraising

Councillor C McShane stated that there had been fundraising events in Ballyvoy and Ballycastle and that there was a quiz night being held in the Carrick a rede in Ballintoy on Friday at 8:30.

Annual General Meeting
After discussion, it was agreed that the AGM would be held on 21st June at 7:00pm.

Planning Advice Service, Rathlin

Councillor C McShane asked that a letter be sent to the Minister to ask that funding be restored for the Planning Advice Service on Rathlin Island.

This was agreed.

Clock Tower Bushmills

At the request of Councillors McIlroy and McConaghy, it was agreed that clarity would be sought as to the ownership of the old Northern Bank building in order that a request could be made for the reinstatement of power to the clock in Bushmills.
Museum Trust Meetings

Councillor McConaghy requested that a letter be sent to Helen Perry of the Causeway Museum Serviceto communicate Moyle Councillors dissatisfaction at changes being made to times and venues for meetings which had rendered them unable to attend.  

This was agreed as was a request for an advanced timetable of meetings and that Ms Perry would be contacted first by phone in advance of the letter.

Party affiliation of Councillor P McShane
Councillor M Black stated that she had been approached to find out if Councillor P McShane was now an Independent Councillor or a member of Sinn Fein.

Councillor P McShane stated that he was not discussing this issue. He informed members that that he had been elected under a Sinn Fein vote but would now be an independent Councillor.

10/02:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 26th APRIL 2010
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26th April 2010 having been circulated, was taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26th April 2010 be adopted.”

10/02:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  26th APRIL 2010

There were no matters arising.
10/02:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Councillor C McShane welcomed Ms Julie McMath, Planning Officer to the meeting.
E/2007/0284/RM  Emerson Construction 45, Middlepark Road, Cushendall.  Location, land to rear of 45 Middlepark Road, Cushendall.  Proposed 19 dwellings comprising 6 no. 1.5 storey detached, 4 no. 1.5 storey semi-detached, 4 no. 2 storey semi-detached and 1 no. 2 storey detached, 4 no. 2 storey terrace together with associated roads and landscaping works.

E/2008/0142/RM  E Hamilton, C/O Park Design Associates, Parkmore House, Parkmore Heights, Ballymena, BT43 5DB.  Location, land between 150 Glenshesk Road and Gaelic Football Ground, Cromaghs, Armoy, Ballymoney.  Proposed six detached dwellings with garages.

Ms McMath stated that there had been seven letters of objection.

There were no objections from members to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.
E/2009/0118/CA  Mr N McGowan, 1d Strandview Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6DU.  Location, 16 North Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed total demolition and new development including adjacent derelict site – 3 retail units, 8 apartments and 3 townhouses.

Ms McMath stated that there had been one letter of objection.

She stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to no suitable replacement had been demonstrated and the demolition of this building without a suitable replacement would harm the character of the conservation area.

E/2009/0121/F  Mr N McGowan, 1d Strandview Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6DU.  Location, derelict site (& 16 North Street) on corner of Strandview Road and North Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed 3 retail units, 8 apartments and 3 townhouses (Demolition of derelict house 16 North Street)

Ms McMath stated that there had been one letter of objection.

She stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to the development if permitted being out of scale and unsympathetic with the street scene, failure to provide a quality residential environment, adverse affect on the listed buildings by reason of being out of keeping with the scale, mass, height and alignment and lack of respect for the adjoining buildings and the streetscape of the conservation area in this locality.

Councillor P McShane asked that this application be deferred for one month for additional information.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0198/F  Old Bushmills Distillery Co. Ltd, 2 Distillery Road, Bushmills, BT57 8XH.  Location Old Bushmills Distillery, 2 Distillery Road, Bushmills.  Proposed the construction of new warehouse for the storage of full barrels of whiskey.
Ms McMath stated that there were 3 letters of objection.

E/2009/0361/F  Mr R Donnelly, 52 Fairhill Street, Ballycastle, BT54 6AY.  Location, 52 Fairhill Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of building for office & storage for business.
E/2009/0404/F  Mr McCurdy C/O Alan Thompson Partnership Ltd, 34A Kingsgate Street, Coleraine, BT52 1LE.  Location, 258 Whitepark Road, Dunseverick, Bushmills.  Proposed extension to side of existing residential property to provide additional 5 star NITB approved unit to compliment existing established self-catering rural business.

E/2009/0413/F  Mr & Mrs J White C/O GM Design Associates, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, between 122 and 124 Whitepark Road, Ballintoy.  Proposed new dwelling with integrated garage on infill site between 122 and 124 Whitepark Road, Ballintoy and new access to serve No. 122.

There were no objections from members to the above four applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2009/0415/F  Mr A McIntosh C/O The Boyd Partnership, 1 Rivers Edge, 13 Ravenhill Road, Belfast, BT6 8DN.  Location, 9.5m NW of 7 Glenariff Road, Glenariff.  Proposed two bedroom self catering cottage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to no case of need being demonstrated, no reason for this rural location or why this development could not be located within a settlement and no possibility of provision of sight visibility splays.
Councillor Graham requested that an Office Meeting be held for the provision of further information.

Councillors McDonnell and P McShane agreed with this request.

This was agreed.  

E/2009/0418/F  Mr L & V Forsythe, C/O Bailey Architecture, 9 Glenview Road, Glenshesk, Ballycastle, BT54 6QE.  Location, 15 Main Street, Armoy.  Proposed change of use of existing dwelling to ground floor retail unit and first floor apartment.
E/2010/0004/F  Mr A Fraser, C/O GM Design Associates Ltd, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location approximately 70m SW of 72 Torr Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement one and half storey dwelling.

E/2010/0005/F  Mr Fraser C/O GM Design Associates Ltd, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, 72 Torr Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement dwelling and part retention of original ancillary storage area.
There were no objections to the above three applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2010/0081/F  Mr G Laverty, 65 Churchfield Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6PX.  Location, to the rear of 65 Churchfield Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed retention of mobile home.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to no reason for this rural location or why this development could not be located within a settlement, the proposal was not for the provision of a temporary residential accommodation pending the development of a permanent dwelling nor was this a necessary response to the particular circumstances of the case and that genuine hardship would be caused is planning permission were refused and that this would be an inappropriate form of development in an AONB.

Councillor P McShane requested an Office Meeting to provide additional information.
This was agreed.

Deferred Items
E/2007/0104/O  Moyle District Council, Sheskburn House, 7 Mary Street, Ballycastle, BT54 6QH.  Location, adjacent to no. 12 Fairhill Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for 3 no. 1 ½ storey dwellings with associated landscaping.
There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2009/0190/O  Miss Scally, C/O Planning & Design, 93 Magheramore Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6JG.  Location, approx 60m NE of 185 Torr Road, Cushendun.  Proposed replacement of holiday caravan with new holiday cottage.

Ms McMath stated that this recommendation was recommended for refusal due to no reason for this rural location or why this development could not be located within a settlement, no positive need for this type of tourist accommodation had been demonstrated, adverse impact on the countryside, prominence and failure to integrate, build up causing a detrimental change to the rural character of the countryside, unacceptable tree removal, unsatisfactory access and sight visibility splays.

Councillor McMullan stated that Council should not accept this.  He stated that the case of need should not be there as a reason. He informed members that there was no consistency with the planning service for applications of this nature.  He asked that the planners look again at this application as the applicant had been in the Tourism business for years.

Ms McMath stated that the applicant wished to take this to appeal.
Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

Councillor McDonnell stated that he did not agree with refusal reasons in this application.  He stated that the development could not be placed within a settlement as obviously the business would need to be located where the farm house was.  He agreed with Councillor McMullan that the applicant would be best placed to comment on need for this development.  He informed members that there were other dwellings in the farm based area but that these were not in a straight line and could not be viewed as such.  He stated that the trees in question were not trees of character rather former garden trees.  He informed members that there was no reason why the problems with the access could not be overcome.  He stated that the planning department were being unreasonable.

Councillor C McShane stated that it was the view of Council that they objected to the refusal and were in support of the applicant in their appeal.
This was agreed.

Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.

Appeal Dates Notified
E/2007/0421/F  Mr T Gage, 92 Castlecatt Road, Bushmills.  Proposed change of use of existing garage and store area to self catering cottage.  Written Representations.

Application for the new Fire Station at Ramoan Road, Ballycastle

Councillor P McShane stated that he wished to clarify issues regarding the letter from the Planning Service regarding the withdrawal of the planning application for the new Fire Station at Ramoan Road Ballycastle.
He informed members that the withdrawal of this application was only to make way for a second application.
Arts and Crafts Business, Bushmills
Councillor McIlroy stated that a new Arts and Crafts Business had opened up in the Diamond area of Bushmills.  He informed members that they had been given permission for their shop and signage and that an environmental group had now told them that this must be removed.  He asked for clarification on this issue.

Ms McMath stated that an application would have had to be made for permanent change of use of the building and also for advertising consent.

Councillor McIlroy stated that he would look into this further.

Councillor M Black stated that she was leaving the meeting at this point due to the manner in which she had been addressed by another member at the start of the meeting.
10/02:05
PRESENTATION – ROADS PROGRAMME – SPRING CONSULTATION AND ANSWERING QUESTIONS FROM THE AUTUMN CONSULTATION

Councillor C McShane welcomed Mr Fulton and Mr McKinley from Roads Service.
Mr Fulton thanked members and referred to page 9 of the report regarding Resurfacing 

completed in 09/10. He informed members that in addition to works listed there had been additional schemes of 2.5 km resurfacing on Rathlin Island.  He stated that on page 10 it gave the total of resurfacing at 11.6km and informed members that had doubled what they had intended to complete and that this was a good programme of delivery.
He stated that it was proposed to deliver 4.87km in the 2010/11 period.


Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

Mr Fulton referred to page 12 of the report and outlined the completed footway resurfacing for 09/10.  He informed members that they would note that the 30m which had been promised for Chapel Road, Cushendall had been delivered.  He informed members that 1.34km of footway had been completed and that 0.95km was proposed for 2010/11.

Mr Fulton stated that on page 14 of the report the completed surface dressing was listed.  He informed members that14.1kn had been completed and that in 2010/11 45.4km was planned including more work in Rathlin.
He stated that additional surface treatments completed were listed at page 16 and that in total this amounted to 1.59km.

Mr Fulton stated that Drainage Works for 09/10 amounted to £53,000 and that it was proposed to spend £44,000 in the incoming year.

Minor Works were outlined on page 18 of the report.
Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting.

The Scheme at Ballyemon Road was noted as was works at Novally Road.  The Glenshesk Road/Lagge Road Footway provision was also highlighted.  Mr Fulton stated that minor works planned for the incoming year were the realignment and footway provision at Kilns Road, Ballycastle at a cost of £220,000.

Mr Fulton referred members to page 21 of the report outlining traffic schemes completed.  He discussed schemes at Liscolman and St Patrick’s and St Brigid’s Schools and works at the Moyarget Road.

Proposed traffic schemes were listed at page 23 of the report and Mr Fulton stated that due to the financial climate these would be completed if the budget was available.  Completed and proposed works for traffic management were noted.

Mr Fulton informed members that completed and proposed new schemes for street lighting were outlined at page 27 of the report and on pages 28 and 29 major works schemes were  briefly outlined. 

Mr Fulton stated that this conclude his report and invited member’s questions.

Councillor C McShane stated that she welcomed the progress at the Bunscoil at Kilns’ Road and stated that this was a very important Health and Safety issue.

She stated that she had received correspondence regarding anti-dazzle fencing at Kilcreg Park, Ballycastle.  She informed members that residents stated that fencing had got into a state of disrepair and that this was a health and safety issue.  She stated that there had been one fatal accident in this area and that residents were fearful of more.  She asked if this came under the remit of Roads Service for the safety of motorists.
Councillor Blaney stated that the fence had been erected by the developer and that it was now being left to Roads Service or Council to rectify.  He informed members that the grass verge was also not being maintained.  He stated that a similar situation developed in Leyland Farm where it took six years for the road to be completed and brought up to standard following development.

Mr McKinley stated that he had been involved in discussions over the past few months regarding the fencing at Kilcreg.  He informed members that this was the responsibility of the developer and was so as a condition of his planning approval.  He stated that he was willing to try to accommodate residents as a goodwill gesture and without prejudice but informed members that the developer was definitely relinquishing his responsibilities.

Councillor McIlroy stated that it was good to see the gateways and zebra crossing in for Bushmills, he informed members that he hoped that there would not be any delay to these works as there had already been a long wait.  He enquired about the works for the proposed waiting restriction and asked that this be completed before moving into the busy season once more.  He requested that Roads Service also look at the possibility of lights at Dunseverick Primary School.

Mr Fulton stated that Roads Service certainly did not wish for delays but that the required legislation had to be in place before works commenced.

Councillor P McShane thanked Roads Service for their work in ensuring that the Road leading into Leyland Farm was completed and brought up to standard by the developer.

Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

Councillor P McShane enquired about the possibility as requested before of traffic calming on the road into Ballyvoy towards Barnish Primary School.  He informed members that the PSNI were speed checking all the time in this area and that there was potential there for a serious accident.

Mr Fulton stated that the traffic had been measured in this area and that there was a low score in comparison with other areas and therefore a lower priority at present.

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting.

Councillor Blaney stated that it had been requested for ten – fifteen years that a set down area be provided for loading bays for the shops in Ballycastle.  He informed members that every other town had this facility.

Mr Fulton stated that he did not know why there was not this facility in Ballycastle and informed members that he would ask Mr Young to write to Council regarding this issue.

Councillor C McShane left the meeting at this point.

Councillor McMullan stated that there seemed to be a problem with surface water at Shore Road in Cushendall at the bottom of Layde Road.  He asked if this could be investigated.
He enquired if the back of Dalriada Gardens in Cushendall could be looked at as it was in an atrocious condition.  He stated that the estate had been built in 1951 but that the road had not been adopted.

Mr Fulton stated that it was up to the NIHE to submit it for adoption if it was up to standard.

Councillor McMullan requested that when surface dressing at Kilnadore park the disabled access to the community garden be considered.

Councillor Blaney returned to the meeting.

Councillor McMullan enquired where work during winter was tendered for treating and clearing roads.

Mr McKinley stated that the past winter a private contractor had been used in addition to Road Service resources.  He informed members that the contract was renewable every five years and was well advertised in the press and online.  He informed members that he could let them know when the contract would be up for renewal.  He stated that there was criteria which must be met including equipment required and liability cover.

Councillor McMullan stated that there were grants available for diversification.

In reply to Councillor McMullan and queries from Councillors Graham and Newcombe on the same topic, Mr McKinley stated that he would inform Council well in advance of re-tendering for this contract.

Councillor Newcombe stated that the last four street lights after the 30mph speed limit in Drumavoley Road were constantly on.

He stated that a corner of masonry was missing from the Margy Bridge on the Ballycastle side and enquired if this could be replaced.

These issues were noted.

In reply to Councillor McDonnell, Mr McKinley stated that they were aware of the problem with the gully in front of Bushmills Police station and that this would be investigated.

Councillor McAllister stated that there was a problem with flooding at the Castlecatt road.  He informed members that there had also been problems with outbuilds on the roads.  He stated that these were causing accidents and that in one weekend three cars hit the same outbuild.  He informed members that local residents wished these to be removed.
Mr McKinley stated that these issues would be investigated.

In reply to Councillor McAllister, Mr Fulton stated that the parking restriction at Bushmills Post Office applied to everyone apart from those with a blue badge.  He stated that unloading by traders should be carried out on a single line not a double.

Councillor McAllister stated that in one case there was a businessperson with three businesses and only one person to manage this, he informed members that this individual needed to have a concession.

In reply to Councillor P McShane, Mr McKinley stated that he would investigate ownership of the development at Bleach Green in Ballycastle and the Public Right of Way there.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Mr Fulton stated that any decision to move the bus stop at Waterfoot would ultimately be one for Translink and Roads Service only function would be to give approval for a new site.  He stated that he would ask the manager of the Coleraine depot to contact Council regarding this issue.

Councillors Hartin and P McShane left the meeting at this point.

Councillor C McShane thanked Mr Fulton and Mr McKinley for their attendance.
10/02:06
BUILDING CONTROL REPORT


The Building Control Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Bilingual Street Nameplates

With reference to the listed Bilingual Street Nameplate requests, it was agreed that 

the areas which had been surveyed would be added to the list for the erection of

bilingual street nameplates and that relevant translations would also be sought.
Application for Occasional Entertainments Licence
The HBC stated that an application for an Occasional Entertainments Licence had

been received from Glenariff Hurling Club for the 9th, 10th and 11th July for a

Marquee in the grounds of Glenariff Hurling Club.

After discussion, this was agreed.

Application for Transfer of Entertainments Licence

The HBC stated that an application had been received for the transfer of Entertainments Licence for the National Trust, C/O Mr A Walker for the premises at the Giants Causeway Visitor Centre.

After discussion, this was agreed.

After discussion,


Councillor McMullan proposed,

Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,


“That Building Control Report be adopted.”

10/02:06
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Health and Enforcement Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
The HEE stated that an application had been received from Declan McKillop for a Mobile Street Trading Licence.

After discussion, this was approved.

In reply to Councillor McConaghy, the HEE stated that he would investigate reports of pollution in the River Bush.

After discussion,


Councillor O Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report be adopted.”

10/02:08
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Community Safety Action Plan 2010/11
Councillor C McShane welcomed the Community Safety Manager (CSM) to the meeting.
The CSM thanked members and stated that she would be presenting her Action Plan for 2010 – 2011.  She stated that this was the final year of committed funding.
She referred members to statistics and informed them that overall all crime being considered the statistics were up by 20% in the 09/10 year as compared to the previous year.

The CSM stated that themes budgeted for were Anti-Social Behaviour, Violent Crime and Fear of Crime with a total budget of £104,195.  Funders were listed for member’s attention.

She listed out projects carried out and which theme these related to, these included CS Wardens, Brighter Nights, Summer Splash Coastal Challenge, Festival Fever, Life in Focus, Club Q, Just for Girls, Film Club, Off Limits and Woman’s Aid.  The CSM gave members some objectives and further details for each project.

In terms of additional activities the CSM stated that for RPA there had been a strategic Review of CS in Cluster area, consultations and in response to local issues she stated that it was hoped that a suicide awareness/prevention course could be run based in the community.

Councillor McIlroy thanked the CSM, he informed members that it was a very comprehensive presentation.

In reply to Councillor Blaney, the CSM stated that funding was secure until April next year but after that she could not confirm.

Councillor Newcombe congratulated the CSA on the proposed Suicide Prevention programme and wished her all the best with this.

Councillor P McShane stated that he wished to support all that had been said and informed members that there were high levels of suicide in the North Antrim area.  He congratulated the officer and stated that she had produced an excellent report.

Councillor McMullan stated that she hoped that this service would not be cut and he appealed to the community to work with the Community Safety Wardens.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Community Safety Action Plan for 2010/2011 would be approved.

Ballycastle Town Partnership
The HDS stated that as Council were aware Ballycastle Town Partnership received support from Council in order to assist them in achieving their objectives. She informed members this commitment was in line with what Council agreed as a key objective of the Corporate Plan 2009-2011. 

She stated that in order that both parties were clear about what that support actually was, a draft Service Agreement was attached at appendix 2 of the report.    The HDS stated that if Council were in agreement then this document would be forwarded to BTP for their agreement.  

The HDS stated that at their last meeting the Partnership also requested the following to be considered;

That Council consider giving a financial commitment to Partnership projects over the next 3 years. This matter should be considered at a set time each year and the Partnership would be given the opportunity to meet with Council to discuss proposed projects and to allow Council to consider committing match funding when striking the rates.  

Councillor Blaney stated that the Clerk had previously stated that the BTP were to be a stand alone venture not propped up by Council.  He stated that he would seek clarification on this issue as there had been no provision in the rates estimates for financial assistance.

The HDS stated that she appreciated the fact that there was no money set aside for this financial year.  She stated that the partnership wished to present to Council in coming years.  She stated that Council had incorporated this body into their corporate plan and that this was not just a community group and was the only means for accessing urban regeneration monies.

After further discussion,


Councillor O Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor P McShane and resolved,
“That BTP would be permitted to present to Council once per year to outline any project ideas which could possibly be match funded by Council and that they could make requests following this at the time of the Rates Estimates.”
The HDS stated that the sculptures at the entrances to the town was the first completed project undertaken by the partnership and that it was good to see this completed and to acknowledge this project.
After discussion, it was also agreed that in future the minutes from the BTP and Bushmills THI would be attached to the Development Services Report and circulated to Council.

Development Services Annual Service Plan 2010 – 2011
The HDS stated that the Service Plan for Development Services was attached at appendix 3 of the report for approval.
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the Development Services Service Plan 2010 – 2011.

Community Small Grants Scheme Applications
Ballycastle and District Ploughing Association
The HDS stated that an application had been received for a Community Small grant from Ballycastle & District Tractor Ploughing Society.  He informed members that the aim of the Society was to promote the ploughing within the farming community and to others through friendly competition.  She stated that Ballycastle & District Ploughing Society hold their annual competition on New Year’s Day with several classes for all ages, both male and female competitors including an ‘Under 25’ section.  She informed members that they were requesting a Community Small Grant to assist them with the cost of this.
Moyle Vision Club

The HDS stated that an application for a Community Small Grant had been received from Moyle Vision who organise social outings, meals, board games and music for visually impaired people in the Moyle District, who often suffer from isolation.  She informed members that the group were requesting a Community Small Grant to assist them with the cost of their Summer Outing in August 2010 – which included a coach trip to Portrush and Portstewart and a meal together.  
North Antrim Dalriada Group

The HDS stated that the North Antrim Dalriada Group had submitted an application for a Community Small Grant to assist them with the cost of running their annual historical lecture ‘The Dalriada Lecture’ to be held in Ballycastle on 4th June 2010.  She informed members that the group aimed to commemorate the links between North Antrim and Scotland and this annual lecture usually attracts approximately 50 people from throughout the Moyle Area.

After discussion,


Councillor McMullan proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Newcombe and resolved,


“To approve the listed Small Grants Scheme applications.”
Christmas Lights
The HDS stated that at the meeting of 25th January 2010 Council agreed that £10,000 would be approved under capital schemes for Christmas lights for Ballycastle seafront, town centre, Bushmills and Cushendall.

She informed members that the specifics of this capital expenditure had yet to be agreed. 

She stated that the estimated cost of erection, dismantling, storing and insuring at 3 locations was estimated at £3,500 which would be a recurring annual cost. She stated that this expenditure could not be attributed to the capital budget and no provision had been made in the revenue estimates. 

The HDS stated that in the past Council had bought Christmas lights and loaned them to Community organisations in the target areas. She stated that the groups had untaken the responsibility for the erection, dismantling, insurance while in situ and safe storage. This scheme however was fraught with difficulty both for Council and Groups. 

She stated that the equipment was purchased through capital funding therefore it remained the property of the Council. She informed members that Council then must put in place bureaucratic procedures in order to ensure that the group were storing it in a suitable, safe and insured location also that it was erected and dismantled by a properly qualified and insured electrician. She informed members that this work was carried out at the expense of the group who also must provide all the appropriate paper work, including their insurance documentation, well in advance of being granted approval to proceed each year. 
The HDS stated that the Council’s insurance covered the equipment while in situ. 

The Groups would have to commit to this arrangement for five years as this was the period over which the Council’s asset would be depreciated. 

She informed members that Council now needed to decide how they wish to proceed on this matter.
In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the HDS stated that the figure provided of £3,500 was a rough estimate.  She stated that this was to cover all three areas and was not a figure per area. 

After discussion, it was agreed that the HDS would look into the possibility of Council undertaking the responsibility for the erection, dismantling, insurance in situ and safe storage of Christmas lights for Ballycastle Seafront, town centre, Bushmills and Cushendall.  It was also agreed that accurate costings would be brought back to Council and that the Chamber of Commerce would be approached to see what assistance they could offer.


After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the Development Services report be adopted.”
10/02:09
HOSPITAL SERVICES IN THE GLENS
(Requested by Councillor McMullan)

Councillor McMullan requested that a letter be sent to the Minister to outline Council’s concern at the increasing pressure being put on Antrim Hospital as a result of ambulance cuts and the recent closure of Whiteabbey A & E and the domino effect that this would have in Moyle.  He also asked that a request would be made for the reinstatement of the Larne Station Ambulance which had been cut.

This was agreed.

10/02:10
FLOODING AT LAYDE PATH

(Requested by Councillor McMullan)

This item was withdrawn.
10/02:11
CUSHENDALL MARINA

(Requested by Councillor P McShane)

Councillor P McShane requested that a letter be sent to NITB confirming Council’s support of the Cushendall Marina project to ensure that monies would be set aside for another year to allow this to proceed.
This was agreed in principle, following clarification if this was the way this should be approached.

Councillor McConaghy left the meeting at this point.

10/02:12
VIOLENCE IN THE DIAMOND, BALLYCASTLE

(Requested by Councillor P McShane)


This item was withdrawn.

10/02:13
CONFERENCES, COURSES

NILGA - Urban Regeneration & Community Development Policy Framework Seminar.  To be held on Friday 28th May 2010 at the Strule Arts Centre,Omagh

It was agreed that the full members of Nilga would be Nominated for the Urban Regeneration & Community Development Policy Framework Seminar.

NILGA – Road Safety Strategy for Northern Ireland, Consultation Event.  To be held on Wednesday 2nd June 2010 in Craigavon Civic Centre

After discussion,



Councillor Graham proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,



“That Councillor Blaney be nominated to attend.”



Councillor Blaney proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McAllister and resolved,



“That Councillor McIlroy be nominated to attend.”
10/02:14 
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 
and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

There were no Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985.
10/02:15
Sealing of Documents
It was agreed to Sign and Seal the following;

Deed of Release, Variation and Confirmation between the MacNaghten Estate and Moyle District Council.

Memorandum of Sale for Carrowreagh Road, Armoy.
10/02:16
Correspondence
Letter from the County Antrim Milk Cup Organising Committee requesting that Council consider some form of sponsorship for the event
It was agreed that this letter would be re-circulated.
Letter dated 4th May 2010 from Roads Service in reply to Council’s letter of 14th April 2010 regarding various issues
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 5th May 2010 from the Planning Service regarding the playing fields at Ramoan Road, the proposal for a new two storey appliance fire station with training yard and tower

This letter was noted.

Letter dated 10th May 2010 from Tina Browne regarding a Kids Fun Park at Ballycastle Shorefront.
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 10th May 2010 from the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety regarding the Appointment of 4 District Councillors to the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service Board
This letter was noted.
Letter dated 11th May 2010 from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment regarding Health & Safety Executive for Northern Ireland – Appointment of Chairperson
This letter was noted.
Letter dated 12th May 2010 from Northern Regional College Ballymena regarding new strategic development and upgrade and giving details of Consultation.
This letter was noted.
Letter dated 12th May 2010 from Public Health Agency regarding an invitation to attend EPODE workshop at Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
It was agreed that Councillor Blaney would attend.

Letter dated 12th May 2010 from Strabane District Council regarding Community Benefit Clauses in Council Contracts
It was agreed that this letter would be re-circulated.
The meeting concluded at 21:55pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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