MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 24th OCTOBER 2011
In the Chair:
Councillor P McShane
Members Present:
Councillors J Baird, S Blaney, D F Cunningham, W Graham, S Hunter, D M McAllister, N McAllister, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, M A McKillop, S McKillop, C McShane, C C Thompson. 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services
Mr P Mawdsley, Head of Environmental Health and Enforcement
Mr D Kelly, Head of Building Control
Mrs D Kinney, Good Relations Officer

Ms H Noble, Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust

Ms J McMath, Planning Service

Mr G Walker, Planning Service

Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
11/18:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor C McCambridge.
Flooding in Cushendun
It was agreed that the HEE would look into the effects of the flooding in the Glens and in Craigagh View, Cushendun in particular.  It was agreed that members would let the HEE know of all houses which had been damaged by flooding.

Councillor D McAllister entered the meeting.

It was agreed that item 18 on the Agenda would be brought forward.

10:02:18
PROPOSE THAT COUNCIL WRITE TO ROADS SERVICE TO HIGHLIGHT THE DRAINAGE PROBLEMS ON THE ROAD BETWEEN TAVNAGHAN TERRACE AND TROMRA TERRACE CUSHENDALL


(Requested by Councillor Thompson)

Councillor Thompson stated that he would like to amend his proposal to arrange a meeting with Roads Service regarding flooding on the road from Cushendun to Cushendall.
It was agreed that Councillor Thompson would arrange the meeting and let Glens Councillors know.
10:02:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 26TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 16TH MAY 2011
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26th September 2011 and Annual General Meeting held on 16th May 2011 having been circulated, were taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor C McShane proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26th September 2011 and Annual General Meeting held on 16th May 2011 be adopted.”
11/18:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 26TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 16TH MAY 2011 

National Hunger Strike Committee (Councillor S McKillop)

Councillor S McKillop stated that she wished it to be recorded that she was completely opposed to the use of Cushendall Car Park by the National Hunger Strike Committee.  
11/18:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

The Planning Schedule which had been circulated was taken as read.

E/2009/0182/O  Mr D McClafferty, Diamond Design Studio, 2d The Diamond, Ballycastle, BT54 6AW.  Location, 160 Hillside Road, Armoy and 203 Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Proposed demolition of shop associated with petrol filling station with all ancillary structures, decontaminate site and replace with new commercial development, supermarket, petrol filling station, forecourt, improve access to site and provide car parking. Recommended for refusal.
The above application was deferred for one month for further information.

E/2010/0158/O  NI Fire and Rescue Service, C/O HLM Architects, 10th Floor, Causeway Tower, 9 James Street South, Belfast, BT2 8DN.  Location, Playing Fields, Ramoan Road, Ramoan, Ballycastle.  Proposed new two storey, two appliance fire station with training yard and tower.  Recommended for approval.
The above application was approved.
E/2010/0270/F  Mr David McCallum, 40 Castlenagree Road, Bushmills, BT57 8XN.  Location, lands to the rear of existing outbuildings/shed at 40 Castlenagree Road, Bushmills.  Proposed two storey dwelling on a farm.  Recommended for refusal.
The above application was withdrawn.

E/2010/0272/F Mr & Mrs Chris Lynch, 19 Causeway Road, Bushmills, BT57 8SU.  Location, 19 Causeway Road, Bushmills.  Proposed extension to existing dwelling, reuse of one redundant farm building to form dwelling and demolition of second redundant farm building with a new dwelling on the farm.  Recommended for refusal
The above application was deferred for one month for further information.

E/2010/0289/F  Mr & Mrs M J Black, 49 Ballyvennaght Road, Ballyvoy, Ballycastle.  Proposed eco holiday cottage with septic tank.  Recommended for refusal.
The above application was deferred for an Office Meeting for further information.

E/2010/0331/F  Dundarave Estates Ltd, Dundarave, Bushmills, BT57 8ST.  Location, Salmon Leap, accessed through Ballyness Park, Bushmills.  Proposed installation of Archimedean screw turbine including construction of powerhouse and headrace. Recommended for approval.

The above application was approved.

E/2011/0063/F  Mr A Dobbin, C/O Strategic Planning, 4 Pavilions Office, Kinnegar Drive, Holywood, BT18 9JQ.  Location, 320m approx NW of 177 Straid Road, Bushmills.  Proposed erection of Wind Turbine.  Recommended for refusal.
Concern was expressed regarding refusals for Wind Turbines and it was agreed to write to the Minister seeking clear guidance as to how these applications are determined.
E/2011/0122/O  Nicola Murray, C/O SCP Love 5, Clarehill, Ballee Road West, Ballymena, BT42 2LE.  Location, land 50 metres south of 39 Warren Park, Waterfoot, BT44 0RL.  Proposed traditional rural dwelling in accordance with policy CTY10 of PPS21.  Recommended for refusal.
The above two applications were deferred for an Office Meeting for further information.

E/2011/0136/F  The National Trust, Rowallane House, Saintfield, BT24 7LH.  Location, Giants Causeway, Causeway Road, Bushmills, Co Antrim, BT57 8SU.  Proposed Causeway Trails Improvement Project to include alterations to upgrade existing paths as referred to by drawings 201, 202, 203 and 210. Recommended for approval.
The above application was approved.

E/2011/0144/F  Mr Gary O’Loughlin, Glenariffe Road, Glenariffe, Ballymena, BT44 0QU.  Location, 73 Glenariffe Road, Glenariffe, Ballymena, BT44 0QU.  Proposed dormers to front and extended loft conversion to rear inc all associated alterations. Recommended for refusal.
E/2011/0166/O  Toberdoney Presbytarian Church, C/O Norman S Rowe, MCIAT 66 Burnside Road, Portstewart, BT55 7LD.  Location, Cabragh Road Junction, Islandrose to Toberdoney Road, Liscolman, Ballymoney, BT53 8DR.  Proposed two storey dwelling to replace old dwelling on site of farmyard.  Recommended for refusal.
The above two applications were deferred for an Office Meeting for further information.

Deferred Items
E/2008/0027/F  Mr Ron Fia, C/O Robinson & Sons Ltd, Albany Villas, 59 High Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6BG.  Location, 75 Main Street, Bushmills.  Proposed refurbishment and repair of listed Courthouse with change of use to retail and office accommodation above.  Development at rear of site of 3 blocks consisting of 5 retail units on ground floor and living accommodation on first and second floors.
E/2008/0028/LB Mr Ron Fia, C/O Robinson & Sons Ltd, Albany Villas, 59 High Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6GB.  Location, 75 Main Street, Bushmills.  Proposed refurbishment and conservation of the listed Old Courthouse with change of use to shop and office.  New development at rear of site consisting of 3 blocks of apartments on first and second floors with 6 no. 1 bedroom units, 6 no 2 bedroom units, 6 no retail display units on ground floor and basement car parking.
E/2009/0270/F  Mr H McCurdy, C/O Brendan McMullan, 93 Inicarn Road, Desertmartin, BT45 5NJ.  Location, adjacent to 164 Whitepark Road, Bushmills.  Proposed replacement of existing Portbradden Service Station with single domestic dwelling & garage.

E/2010/0237/O  ELAM Property Ltd, C/O Elevate Planning Consultancy, Unit 3, 52 York Street, Belfast, BT15 1AS.  Location, approx. 25m NW of No. 67 Moycraig Road, Drumnagee, Bushmills.  Proposed dwelling and garage.

E/2010/0278/F  Mr A Dobbin, C/O McGurk Chartered Architects, 33 King Street, Magherafelt, BT45 6AR.  Location, 92 Straid Road, Ballinlea, Ballycastle.  Proposed retrospective change of house type from application E/2006/0013/F.
The above five applications were approved.

E/2011/0009/F  Mr A Fraser, C/O G M Design, Associates 22, Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, 72 Torr Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed minor design amendments to approved replacement dwelling.  Recommended for approval.
E/2011/0098/F  Mr A Fraser, C/O G M Design, Associates 22, Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location land approximately 70m South West of 72 Torr Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed minor design amendment to approved replacement dwelling.  Recommended for approval.
After discussion,


Councillor C McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor N McAllister,

“That Council disagree with the recommendation to approve E/2011/0009/F and E/2011/0098/F.”

On a vote being taken there were ten votes for and two votes against the proposal which was carried.

Office Meetings to be held on Thursday 3rd November.

Councillor D McAllister left the meeting at this point.

11/18:05
CC&GHT PRESENTATION BY HELEN NOBLE


Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.


A comprehensive presentation was delivered by Helen Noble of CC&GHT on the proposed Landscape Partnership Scheme, Heart of the Glens, followed by questions and answers.



Following discussion, the work on the Landscape Partnership Scheme was commended by members and they thanked Helen Noble for her presentation and hard work as she was leaving the post.
11/18:06
BUILDING CONTROL REPORT


The Building Control Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Bilingual Street Nameplates
Councillor C McShane left the meeting at this point.

Following discussion in which issues regarding signage were raised including cost and the use of townland names, it was agreed that a Bilingual Street sign would be provided for Leyland Heights Ballycastle.

After discussion,



Councillor Blaney proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,



“That the Building Control Report  be adopted.”
Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting.

11/18:07
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Health and Enforcement Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Lammas Fair Meeting
It was agreed that the Lammas Fair meeting would be held on Monday 14th November in the morning.

Councillor N McAllister left the meeting at this point.

Addendum to the Environmental Health Report

Progress Report – Food Hygiene Rating Scheme
The HEE gave a progress report on the Food Hygiene Rating Scheme.

Discussion took place regarding issues such as compulsory display of results on the internet, FOI requests, possible investment required, compliance with current law and standards and business promotion.
N McAllister returned to the meeting.

After further discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S McKillop and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report be adopted.”

11/18:08
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Good Relations Progress Report
A progress report was delivered by the Good Relations Officer on the Good Relations Strategy and Action Plan, followed by questions and answers.

Issues covered included, the four themes of the Action Plan; Leading for a Shared Society, Engaging People in Good Relations, Building & Promoting the use of Shared & Consensual Space and Delivering, Communicating & Evaluating and Effective Programme and various events, training events and projects to deliver these effectively.


Councillor Baird left the meeting at this point.



Community Infrastructure Fund 2011/12 Second call for applications – Recommendations for allocation of funding



It was agreed to approve the recommendation of the Community Grants Assessment Panel re allocation of Community Infrastructure of Community Infrastructure Fund and ring fence the remaining budget of £11,390 for  the 2012-13 grant programme.



Corporate Plan


Members were asked to consider the first draft of the Corporate Plan and forward comments to the HDS within the next 2 weeks.


Rural Development – Village Renewal Project


It was agreed, in relation to the Village Renewal Project, that another application would be submitted to North East Rural Development to enable the programme to continue into the implementation stage.



Councillor Baird returned to the meeting.



Ballycastle Town Partnership


In reply to a previous query, the HDS confirmed that there was no mention of the number of Councillors to be nominated in the Town Partnership constitution.


After discussion,




Councillor Blaney proposed,




Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,




“That Councillor Baird be nominated to Ballycastle Town Partnership.”



Signage in Ballycastle



It was agreed that Council would be opposed to the removal of any signage in Ballycastle as proposed by Ballycastle Town Partnership.



Addendum to the Development Services Report


Request re application from Ballintoy to NE Rural Development Programme Village Renewal


Discussion took place regarding the formation of a Village Forum in Ballintoy with the aim of progressing the proposals identified in the Village Plan, which was funded through stage one of the NE Rural Development Programme Village Renewal Measure.


After discussion, it was agreed that Council would agree in principle to take the lead on a kickabout project for Ballintoy and also provide match funding subject to agreement being reached on the site.


Revision of Industrial Development Act 1982: Consultation


In relation to the Revision of the Industrial Development Act 1982 it was agreed that Council would respond to the Consultation by objecting in the strongest possible terms to the proposal by the Department of Business Innovation and Skills to remove Northern Ireland automatic inclusion as an assisted area after 2014 and to express a broad, if cautious welcome to the other changes proposed to the existing legislation, subject to there being no adverse impact on the ability of businesses in Northern Ireland to access direct financial assistance.
After discussion,


Councillor Cunningham proposed,

Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That the Development Services report be adopted.”
11/18:09
MANAGEMENT REVIEW (CORRESPONDENCE FROM LOCAL GOVERNMENT STAFF COMMISSION ATTACHED) IN COMMITTEE
After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That the meeting continue in committee.”
After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,

“That the Staff Commission recommendation for progressing the Structural Review following a recent ill-health retirement would be approved.”

The meeting continued out of committee.

11/18:10
that council write to the landowner and roads service to ask that they liaise to ensure the continuation of the footpath to the bottom of leyland road


(Requested by Councillor P McShane)

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the landowner and to Roads Service to ask them to liaise to ensure the continuation of the footpath to the bottom of Leyland Road.
11/18:11 
THAT COUNCIL WRITE TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE CALLING FOR AN INDEPENDENT ENQUIRY INTO THE MURDER OF PAT FINUCANE

(Requested by Councillor Thompson)
After discussion, in which issues such as refusal to allow an independent enquiry, agreements made, possible collusion, looking to the future and role of the Council were raised;


Councillor Thompson proposed,



Seconded by Councillor C McShane,



“That a letter be sent to the Secretary of State calling for an Independent Enquiry into the murder of Pat Finucane.”
On a vote being taken, there were six votes in favour of and six against the proposal.  The Chairman used his casting vote in favour of the proposal, which was carried.


Councillors C & P McShane left the meeting at this point.


It was agreed to take Agenda items 12 and 16 together.

11/18:12
THAT MOYLE cOUCNILLORS REQUEST A FULL PRESENTATION AND FRANK DISCUSSION WITH THE COMPANY NOW LICENCED AND PLANNING TO CARRY OUT OIL EXPLORATION IN THE IMPORTANT SENSTIVE ENVIRONMENT OF rATHLIN ISLAND.  THE PRESENTATION SHOULD FULLY EXPLAIN THE LOCATION OF THE EXPLORATION, METHODS USED IN THIS WORK AND WHAT SAFEGUARDS, IF ANY, HAVE BEEN INCLUDED TO PROTECT THE MARINE AND ORNITHOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

(requested by Councillor Baird)

11/18:16
that council oppose the possibility of the use of hydraulic fracturing in any stage of the gas explorations in the rathlin basin


(Requested by Councillor Cunningham)

Following discussion, in which issues surrounding the AONB, ASSI, Marine Environment and the use of hydraulic fracturing were discussed,



Councillor Baird proposed,



Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,



“That a letter be sent to the companies licensed to carry out oil and gas exploration at Rathlin Island and in the Rathlin Basin to state that Council would be opposed to any use of hydraulic fracturing and to invite the companies to present to Council as far as possible the location of the exploration, methods used in this work and what safeguards, if any, would be included to protect the marine and ornithological environment.”
11/18:13
UNFORTUNATELY FLY DUMPING CONTINUES TO PLAGUE THE DUNDARAVE AREA, AS A RESULT OF FLY DUMPING A PREVIOUS CLEAN-UP COST THE TAX PAYER APPROXIMATELY £100,000.  I WOULD THEREFORE PROPOSE THAT THE COUNCIL OFFER A FREE TRAILER-DISPOSAL SERVICE TO ALL PEOPLE AGED OVER 65 AND TO ANYONE IN RECEIPT OF BENEFITS.  I WOULD FURTHER ENCOURAGE COUNCIL TO CONSIDER INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM OF FLY-TIPPING

(Requested by Councillor S McKillop)

Following discussion, in which issues such as the current reduced price provision, the problem of fly-tipping, setting a precedent, a reduction for people on benefits, were raised, it was agreed that the HTS would bring back information and associated costs in relation to the request to provide a free trailer disposal service to all people aged over 65 and anyone in receipt of benefits.
11/18:14
that the council write to the northern ireland housing executive urging them to extend their heating schemes to include the option of ‘dual heating’ open fire / oil systems where possible to those who have medical problems or are over 65


Requested by Councillor S McKillop)


Councillor N McAllister stated that she would ask that an amendment be made to include every housing executive tenant.


After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Northern Ireland Housing Executive urging them to extend their heating schemes to include the option of ‘dual heating’ open fire/oil system to every housing executive tenant.
11/18:15
that council make a submission to the planning appeals commission copied to doe planning and niea (NH) arguing that the proposed “site of local nature conservation interest – moyarget lower” is not to be included in area plan on the grounds that NIea and landowners are currently in dialogue


(Requested by Councillor Cunningham)

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Planning Appeals Commission and the Minister and be copied to DOE Planning and NIEA arguing that the proposed site of Local Nature Conservation Interest – Moyarget Lower is not included in Area Plan, on the grounds that NIEA and landowners are currently in dialogue.
11/18:17
that the chairman of this council must ensure that all opinions and views of this council are heard and must act in an inclusive, democratic and considerate manner at all times to promote good relations in this council and the whole district.  in the performance of his duties the chairman must act in such a way as to reflect the will of the council thus enhancing the reputation of moyle district as an open, pluralist, inclusive and equal society


(Requested by Councillor Baird)


Extensive discussion took place regarding issues including, the role of the Chairman in the official capacity, authorisation from Council, Community Relations, the proposed twinning with Gaza, the opening of Dundarave Changing Rooms, opinions of members, press statements and coverage, acting on behalf of the whole of Moyle and leaving the past behind.

Councillors agreed that they had no difficulty with the wording of the motion brought forward.


After discussion,



Councillor Baird proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Cunningham and resolved,



“That the motion be agreed.”
11/18:19
CONFERENCES, COURSES

There were no Conferences for discussion.

11/18:20 
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 

and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

Provisional Grant of Licence in respect of premises situated at 54 Main Street, Bushmills, Co Antrim.

There were no objections to the above application.
11/18:21
Sealing of Documents
There were no documents for signing and sealing.

11/18:22
CorrespondencE
(a) Letter from Nilga regarding initial draft comments on the ‘White paper on Enabling Legislation for National Parks.

This letter was noted.

(b) Letter dated 6th October 2011 from Roads Service regarding various Roads Matters in Moyle District Council 

This letter was noted.

(c) Letter dated 7th October 2011 from the Somme Association giving an update of the work of the Association 

This letter was noted.

(d) Letter dated 7th October 2011 from the Chairperson of C.O.A.S.T inviting a nomination for an Older People’s Champion 

After discussion,

Councillor Cunningham proposed,

Seconded by Councillor P McShane and resolved,

“That Councillor Baird be nominated as Older People’s Champion for C.O.A.S.T.”

After discussion, it was agreed that the provision of forward facing parking for the fireworks display would be provided for disabled and elderly people.
(e) Letter dated 10th October 2011 from Digital Uk regarding the Digital Switchover 

This letter was noted.

(f) Letter dated 12th October 2011 from the Department of the Environment regarding application E/2009/0335/O 

This letter was noted.

(g) Letter dated 14th October 2011 from the Northern Ireland Courts and Tribunals Service regarding costs in criminal cases (Magistrates’ Court)

This letter was noted.

(h) Letter dated 14th October 2011 from J H Allister MLA, QC regarding a Consultation Document of a proposed Private Members Bill on Special Advisers.

It was agreed that members could respond to this consultation individually.
The meeting concluded at 22:45pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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