MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 25 OCTOBER 2004 AT 6.00 PM


In the Chair:
Councillor G Hartin

Members Present:
Councillors M Black, C Blaney, S Blaney, M Digney, H A Harding, W Graham, T Laverty, C McCambridge, A P McConaghy, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan and Molloy. 


Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive





         Mr P Mawdsley, Director of District Services


Mr D Kelly, Chief District Building Control Officer

Mrs E Mulholland, Development Manager

Miss F McCorry, Member Services/Clerical Officer

Mr R McMinnis, DETI
Mr C Campbell, Campbell McKee Solicitors

04/29:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Apologies

An apology was received on behalf of Councillor D McAllister who was unable to be present.


Chairman’s Business

Moyle Sports Advisory Dinner
Councillor Hartin stated that the Moyle Sports Advisory Dinner would be held on 20 November 2004 and suggested that, as with previous years, Council could take a table for eight at a cost of £200.
After discussion,


Councillor Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That Council would take a table at the Moyle Sports Advisory Annual Awards Dinner on 20 November 2004 at he Marine Hotel, Ballycastle.
After further discussion, it was agreed that Councillor Hartin would invite eight members to attend.

04/29:04
GIANT’S CAUSEWAY VISITORS CENTRE.  TO CONSIDER DRAFT MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH MR MCMINNIS OF DETI AND THE COUNCIL’S SOLICITOR IN ATTENDANCE

It was agreed that Item Four would be discussed at this point in the meeting.


Councillor Hartin welcomed Mr Robin McMinnis of DETI and Mr Ciaran Campbell, Council’s Solicitor to the meeting.


Councillor Hartin suggested that the meeting would continue in committee.


Councillor McMullan expressed his disagreement with this suggestion.

Councillor Graham requested that the meeting would be deferred for two weeks as not all Councillors had been able to attend.

Councillor Molloy stated that it had been made very clear that the decision had to be made tonight.

In reply to Councillor Harding, Mr McMinnis confirmed that he had not expected anything to be signed tonight but pointed out that the reason for the meeting to be held in committee was due to the international competition and stated that details should not be made public.

Councillor McMullan stated that in his opinion, there was nothing in the draft MOU that would damage the international competition, and stated that he disagreed at the document should be confidential and discussed in committee, as members were unable to seek any help from their parties.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S Blaney,


“That the discussion on the draft Memorandum of Understanding be deferred”.

On a vote being taken, there were five votes in favour and six votes against the proposal which was lost.

After further discussion,


Councillor Digney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Molloy,


“That the meeting continue in committee to discuss the draft Memorandum of Understanding”.

On a recorded vote being taken requested by Councillor McMullan, Councillors Black, C Blaney, Graham, Harding, Hartin, Laverty, McDonnell and Molloy voted in favour.  Councillors S Blaney, Digney, McIlroy and Mullan voted against the proposal.
It was therefore agreed that the meeting would continue in committee.

Mr McMinnis stated that he was in attendance at Council’s request and pointed out that he was very keen to seek Council agreement to the land being made available and for Council to sign up to the MOU.

Councillor McCambridge entered the meeting at 6.37pm.

Councillor McConaghy entered the meeting at 6.55pm.

After lengthy discussion,


Councillor McDonnell proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham,

“That Council would agree in principle to provide the land for the new Giant’s Causeway Visitors Centre and to the Memorandum of Understanding subject to a satisfactory resolution to the outstanding issues”.

On a recorded vote being taken requested by Councillor McConaghy, Councillors Black, C Blaney, S Blaney, Graham, Harding, Laverty, McCambridge, McConaghy, McDonnell and Molloy voted in favour and Councillors Digney and McMullan voted against the proposal which was lost.  Councillors Hartin and McIlroy abstained from voting.

The meeting went into recess at 7.41pm.

The meeting reconvened at 7.45pm.

04/29:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27 SEPTEMBER 2004 
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 27 September 2004, having been circulated, were taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27 September 2004 be adopted.”

04/29:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 27 SEPTEMBER 2004 
Campbeltown Ferry
Councillor McMullan referred to page twenty seven of the minutes and in particular to Campbeltown Ferry, and enquired if there had been any further developments with the ferry service.
The Clerk stated that he had been advised that an announcement from the Scottish Executive was imminent.

Good Relations Strategy

In reply to Councillor McMullan, the Clerk stated that the Development Manager would provide further information on the Good Relations Strategy during her report.
04/29:05
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

Councillor Hartin welcomed Mr Paul Duffy of the Planning Service to the meeting.

He also requested that members would only call for action to be taken on each application at this point and that any further discussion would be deferred until the site meeting would take place.

E/2003/0154/F  Full.  Mr McCambridge and Donnelly, 4-6 Main Street, Waterfoot.  Two storey rear extension to existing house. 

Mr Duffy stated that one objection had been received for this application and that it had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient information to determine impact on residential amenity.

Councillor Digney requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0533/F  Full.  Mr P McLister, Opposite 72 Torr Road, Ballycastle.  Conservation and reuse of barn to a single dwelling.

E/2004/0011/RM  Reserved.  Mr R McCaw, 234 Whitepark Road (and adjacent buildings), Lisnagonogue Lower, Dunserverick.  Erection of 6 no dwellings, linking houses and cottages (Re-advertisement – amended plans received).

E/2004/0103/O  Outline.  Mr G McAuley, 320m North of 8 Coolkeeran Road, Armoy, Ballymoney.  Proposed site for new dwelling.  

E/2004/0111/O  Outline.  Miss P McDonnell, Adjacent 155 Glenshesk Road, Ballymoney.  One and a half storey dwelling and garage.

E/2004/0141/F  Full.  Dk1 Developments Ltd, 35-37 Castle Street, Ballycastle.  Demolition of existing 2 no terraced houses to be replaced with a proposed ground floor retail unit and 3 no apartments.

E/2004/0142/RM  Reserved.  Mr S Creith, land opposite no 4 Seneril Road, Castlecatt TD, Bushmills.  12 no Holiday Homes.

There were no objections to the above six applications, they were recommended for approval.

This was agreed.
E/2004/0195/O  Outline.  Mr S McDonnell, Glenariffe Road, (approximately 120m NW of 3 Glassmullen Road) Glenariffe.  Site for farm workers dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case in need, ribboning and erosion of rural character.  He also stated that there was a lack of integration and prominence, unacceptable tree loss, unacceptable access arrangements and impact on archaeological remains.


Councillor McMullan requested that a site meeting be held for this application.


This was agreed.

E/2004/0208/O  Outline.  McMullan, Lands adjacent to and to the rear of St Patrick’s Primary School, 244 Garron Road, Waterfoot.  Site for private housing development.

E/2004/0243/F  Full.  Mr J McAuley, Adjacent to 69 Ballyemon Road, Cushendall.  Erection of one and a half storey farm retirement dwelling.

Councillor Digney expressed her thanks to the planning department for this approval.
E/2004/0257/CA  App Within.  C/O Agent, KJS Architects, 35-37 Castle Street, Ballycastle.  Demolition of existing 2 no terrace houses (to be replaced with ground floor retail unit and 3 no apartments.
E/2004/0273/F  Full.  Mr M Morgan, rear of no 1 Kiln Road, Ballycastle.  New dwelling.

There were no objections to the above four applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2004/0290/F  Full.  Mr M McKillop, Land approximately 60m north of 97 Middlepark Road, Cushendall.  Erection holiday chalets and recreational hall.  
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to no exceptional benefit to Tourist Industry demonstrated, erosion of rural character and ribboning.  He also pointed out that there was unacceptable visual impact of access, lack of integration and unacceptable access arrangements.

He also pointed out that there had been three objections to this application.

Councillor Harding requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0301/F  Full.  Mr & Mrs McAlister, 15 Kilnadore Road, Cushendall.  Single storey rear conservatory.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.
This was agreed.

E/2004/0303/F  Full. Mr B Huey, land approximately 35m NE of 199 Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Housing development (comprising of 4 no townhouses).
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to it being contrary to the Rural Development Strategy, contrary to the Northern Area Plan, contrary to PPS7 and as it had unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor Hartin requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0307/O  Outline.  Mr E McKeegan, 320m S West of 42 Glenann Road, Cushendall.  Site for replacement dwelling.

E/2004/0310/F  Full.  Mr S McNeill, 22 Cedar Avenue, Ballycastle.  Relocation of existing vehicular access.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2004/0317/F  Full.  Mr & Mrs B Craig, no. 8 Priestland Road, Bushmills.  Provision of 13 no terraced dwellings and associated car parking.
Mr Duffy stated that one objection had been received for this application, but pointed out that it had been recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0320/F  Full.  Mr C McAllister, 29 Islandmacallion Road, Armoy.  Replace front and rear flat roofs with pitch slated roofs.

E/2004/0325/F  Full.  Mr R H McKay, 23 Main Street, Mosside, Ballymoney.  First floor and single storey rear extensions.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2004/0327/F  Full.  Mr M McAlister, nos 4 5 & 6 Drumavoley Grange, Ballycastle.  3 no. dwelling houses with carports.

Mr Duffy stated that two objections had been received for the above application, but pointed out that it had been recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0336/O Outline.  Mr J McAlonan, 130 Metres north – east of No 8 Tureagh Terrace, Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Retirement dwelling and detached garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, erosion of rural character and unacceptable hedge removal impacting on visual amenity of the AONB.

Councillor McCambridge requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0337/F  Full.  Miss H Black, land adjacent to 55 Rathlin Road, Ballycastle.  Erection of 2 no semi-detached town houses.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to it being contrary to PPS7, layout and design, and loss of parking area for adjacent dwelling.

Councillor McCambridge requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0344/F  Full.  Mr S Creith, adjacent to 29 Carnbore Road, Bushmills.  Dwelling with detached garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to unacceptable design and it being prominent and having lack of integration.

Councillor Hartin requested that an office meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0347/F  Full.  Mr H Graham, site between no 26 & 28 Castlecat Road, Bushmills.  Proposed chalet bungalow with detached domestic garage.

Mr Duffy stated that one objection had been received for this application and that it had been recommended for refusal due to over-development of the site.

Councillor Graham requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0351/F  Full.  Mr G Kane, 27 Rathlin Road, Ballycastle.  Replacement dwelling.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0370/F  Full.  Mrs J McKinley, opposite 59 Middlepark Road, Cushendall.  Site for dwelling and detached garage.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to over-development of the site, contrary to PPS7 and sub-standard access / parking arrangements.

Councillor McCambridge requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0372/F  Full.  Mr J McAllister, 260 Whitepark Road, Bushmills.  Replacement dwelling.

E/2004/0375/F  Full.  Manor Lodge Restaurant, 120 Glen Road, Glenariffe.  Single storey front extension.

E/2004/0377/F  Full.  Laverty, 33 Caman Park, Ballycastle.  Sun room, side and front extension to bungalow.

There were no objections to the above three applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2004/0379/O  Outline.  Mrs M McFetridge, Adjacent to 118 Tromra Road, Cushendun.  Site for single storey dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case of need, ribbon development and change in rural character.
Councillor McDonnell requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0392/O  Outline.  Mr C Devlin, 160m East of 45 Drumavoley Road, Ballycastle.  Site for Farm workers dwelling and garage.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case of need within AONB, and lack of integration.

Councillor McCambridge requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0394/O  Outline.  Mr & Mrs C Hartin, 93 metres South East of 23 Riverside Road, Bushmills, BT53 7TD.  Proposed new detached dwelling with detached garage.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to prominence and lack of integration.

Councillor Hartin requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0400/O  Outline.  Mrs M McLaughlin, 130 m North West of 30 Lisnagat Road, Ballymoney.  Site for bungalow and detached garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration.

Councillor Graham requested that this a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0401/F  Full.  Ms L Weir, 127 Ballyeamon Road, Cushendall.  Proposed alteration to existing camping barn stores with addition of multi function space and office over.

E/2004/0402/O  Outline.  Mr R McCurry, 30 Fairhill, Cushendall.  Site for replacement dwelling.  

E/2004/0403/F  Full.  NIHE, 14 Glentaisie Drive, Ballycastle.  Ground floor bedroom and shower room.

There were no objections to the above three applications, they were recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0407/O  Outline.  Mr T Brown, 230m South of 56 Straid Road, Ballycastle.  Site for dwelling and garage.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration.

Councillor McConaghy requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0408/O  Outline.  Mr T Brown, 60m North of 78 Moycraig Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling and garage.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to ribboning and erosion of rural character.
This was agreed.

E/2004/0415/O  Outline.  Ms J Faireray, adjacent to no 4 Lagavara Road, Ballintoy.  Proposed  site for dwelling.

E/2004/0416/F  Full.  Integrated Utility Services, Adjacent to 43 Toberdoney Road, Ballymoney.  11kv supply.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0427/O  Outline.  Simpson, 460m West North West of 93 Magheramore Road, Armoy.  Dwelling and garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to erosion of rural character and prominence and lack of integration.

Councillor Hartin requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0442/O  Outline.  Mr B McLoughlin, previous gatehouse to Kilmore House, located 100 metres north west of 10 Glassmullen Road.  Replacement of existing gatehouse with new domestic bungalow to be located 85m north east of gate house.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to it being contrary to HOU 13 off site replacement, prominent and lack of intregration.

Councillor McMullan requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

Applications deferred from the previous meeting
E/2002/0328/O  Outline.  Mr J Reddington, land opposite 27 Glenariff Road, Glenariff.  Site for self-catering cottage.
E/2002/0329/O  Outline.  Mr J Reddington, land opposite 27 Glenariff Road, Glenariff.  Site for self-catering cottage.

Mr Duffy stated that these applications had been recommended for refusal due to them not demonstrating exceptional benefit to the tourist industry policy TOU1 and TOU3, being contrary to policy DES4 of the planning strategy and lack of integration.  He also stated that the recommendation had been due to build up and unacceptable visual impact on AONB.
Councillor Digney expressed her disappointment that the above two applications had not been recommended for approval for renal patients.

Councillor McMullan stated that a letter of support had been received from the Northern Ireland Tourist Board, and pointed out that the first reason for the recommendation should be omitted.  He also suggested that a letter be sent to the NITB requesting details on who would give a higher recommendation for exceptional benefit to the tourist industry for these two applications.
This was agreed.

Councillor Laverty stated that it was a unique idea that should be supported by members.

Councillor C Blaney stated that she supported this remark.

Councillor McMullan requested that these applications be deferred for one month for an office meeting.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0097/O  Outline.  F Spence, land to rear of 6 Old Coastguard Station, Ballycastle.  Site for 2 no one and a half storey detached dwellings and domestic garages (Re-advertisement – amended plans received)

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to over-development and therefore contrary to PPS7.

Councillor Hartin stated that this application was to be referred to the Planning Appeals Commission.

Councillors Black and S Blaney stated that they felt that the recommendation for refusal had been the right decision.
E/2003/0252/O  Outline.  Mr D McAlister, opposite 31 Dun-a-Mallaght Road, Ballycastle.  Site for retirement farm dwelling and garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, urban sprawl, prominence and failure to integrate in an AONB and failure to demonstrate sufficient need.

Councillor Harding stated that an office meeting was to be held during the week for this application.

Mr Duffy confirmed that the office meeting had been arranged after the schedule had been arranged.

E/2003/0417/F  Full.  A Hamilton Construction Ltd, 20 Knocknacarry Avenue, Cushendun.  Erection of 2 no detached dwellings.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to it being contrary to the PPS7 overdevelopment of the site and inadequate visibility splays.

Councillor McDonnell requested that this application be deferred for the agents to progress.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0004/F  Full.  Mr J McMullan, land between 60 & 62 Gaults Road, Cushendall.  Erection of single storey dwelling.
Mr Duffy state that one objection had been received for this application but pointed out that it was the recommendation of the department that this application be approved.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0082/F  Full.  Armoy Homes Ltd, Moycraig Road, Mosside (approximately 160m NE of 150 Moycraig Road).  Erection of 2 no dwellings (one replacement for existing dwelling within site with laneway and access to Moycraig Road).
E/2004/0089/F  Full.  Mr V McCaughan, land approximately 120m SE of 19 Ballynagard Road, Ballyvoy.  Site for farm retirement dwelling.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.
This was agreed.

E/2004/0133/O  Outline.  Mr S Connolly, adjacent to 9 Carrowcrin Road, Armoy.  Proposed site for dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, prominence and unacceptable visual impact of laneway.
Councillor McCambridge requested that an office meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0146/F  Full.  Mrs M Armstrong, 8 Portbradden Road, Bushmills.  Proposed granny flat extension to dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to no case in need for second dwelling and inappropriate scale and design.

Councillor McConaghy requested that this application be deferred for one month to contact the agent.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0151/O  Outline.  Mr D McIntyre, 133 Straid Road, Bushmills.  Land adjacent to 47 Craigalappin Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, ribboning and erosion of rural character.

Councillor McConaghy requested that this application be deferred for one month to contact the agent.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0182/O  Outline.  Mr B Butler, land approximately 75m NW 16 Glenmakeeran Road, Ballycastle.  Site for farm workers dwelling and domestic garage (Re-advertisement – amended address).

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case in need, lack of integration and unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor Digney requested that an office meeting be held for this application.

Councillor Harding and McCambridge requested that this application be deferred for one month.

After discussion, it was agreed that this application would be deferred for one month.
E/2004/0191/O  Outline.  Mr D McNeill, Glendun Road (approximately 100m NE of Kilgarrive Graveyard), Cushendun.  Site for replacement dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to unacceptable off-site replacement and lack of integration and prominence.  He also stated that there would be unacceptable tree loss and unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillors McCambridge and McDonnell requested that this application be deferred for an office meeting.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0237/O  Outline.  Mr B McAuley  Land adjacent to 31a Glasmullen Road, Glenarriffe.  Site for dwelling and domestic garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to no case on need, ribbon development and lack of integration.  He also stated that there would be a change of character and prominence.

Councillor Digney requested that this application be deferred.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0247/O  Outline.  Mr J McCormick, land to rear of 39 Lisnagat Road, Armoy.  Site for dwelling.

E/2004/0275/O  Outline.  Mr D Kane, adjacent to 50 Moycraig Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling and garage.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2004/0305/O  Outline.  Mr G Hunter, Site 2 Rear of 63 Ballykenver Road, Armoy.  Site for dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to failure to integrate and change in rural character.

Councillor McCambridge requested that this application be deferred to contact the agent and the applicant who would contact the planners.
This was agreed.

E/2004/0314/O  Outline.  Mr S Cochrane, adjacent to no 104 Carnbore Road, Liscolman, Ballymoney.  Site for dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to failure to integrate, change in rural character and ribbon development.

Councillor Graham stated that no further action should be taken for this application.
This was agreed.

E/2004/0330/O  Outline.  Mr S Chestnutt, Moycraig Road (330m NE of Moyrcraig Road / Carnbore Road Junction) Liscolman, Ballymoney.  Site for dwelling and garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration.

Councillor Graham requested that this application be deferred for one month.

Councillor McIlroy concurred with this remark, and suggested that it be deferred for the planners to reconsider the application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0362/F  Full.  Mr R Taggart, 41 Lagavara Road, Craigalappin, Ballycastle.  Replacement farm dwelling.
E/2004/0381/O  Outline.  Mr R Chestnutt, adjacent to 70 Lisnagat Road, Mosside Ballymoney.  Proposed site for new dwelling.

Councillor Graham expressed his thanks for this recommendation.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

Site Meetings
After discussion, it was agreed that the Site Meetings for Ballycastle and the Glens would be held on Thursday 4 November 2004, with Ballycastle site meetings to be held first, and that the Causeway site meetings would be held on Friday 5 November 2004.
Councillor McConaghy stated that applications from Mr Tom Brown had been on the schedule and pointed out that one would be in the Ballycastle and one in the Causeway area, and requested that both applications would be held on Friday.

This was agreed.

Councillor Harding stated that applications that had been approved earlier in the year had still not received any confirmation of the approval, and she requested that the planning service would send out the confirmation of approvals as soon as possible.

The Clerk referred to the letter dated 14 October 2004 from the Planning Service explaining the current work pressures of the department, and informed members that the Northern Area Plan would be delayed for a further four months.

It was agreed to work in conjunction with other Councils to object to the delay in the Northern Area Plan by the Planning Service.

After further discussion it was also agreed that a letter would be sent to the Regional Planning Officer to request that a letter of comfort would be sent to the applicants who have not yet received confirmation of approval for their planning applications.  It was also agreed that the other Councils would be requested to support this request.
The Clerk also referred to a letter dated 5 October 2004 from the Planning Service responding to Council’s enquiry with regards to the location of applications.
This letter was noted.

Councillor Hartin thanked Mr Duffy for attending the meeting and he left at this point.
04/29:06
CHIEF DISTRICT BUILDING CONTROL OFFICER’S REPORT


The Chief District Building Control Officer’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

New Application for Entertainments Licence
The Chief District Building Control Officer (CDBCO) stated that an application for an Entertainments Licence had been received for the Ferry Terminal, 18 Bayview Road, Ballycastle for Monday to Sunday 10.00am to 1.30am, and he recommended that it be approved.

This was agreed.

Street Naming and Numbering

The CDBCO stated that a letter had been received from Rockfield Developments proposing either The Mews, Leyland Farm or The Courtyard, Leyland Farm as names for their development off Leyland Road, which consists of fourteen dwellings and the retention of an existing dwelling for Council’s consideration.

After discussion, it was agreed that the name Leyland Courtyard would be suggested to Rockfield Developments for their development off Leyland Road.



After discussion,




Councillor McConaghy proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,




“That the Chief District Building Control Officer’s Report be adopted.”

04/29:07
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT’S REPORT


The Environmental Health Department’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Blue Bins
In reply to Councillor Black, the Director of District Services (DDS) stated that the blue bins would be collected week commencing 22 November 2004 by the Council.

Councillor S Blaney stated that Council had had the offer of two contractors to take away the waste but that the offer had not been taken up.

Councillor Molloy stated that the two contractors would have provided the service that Council would carry out, and informed member that they had been going to run a pilot scheme.  He also stated that one contractor had pulled out and the other had only offered the service on a commercial basis.

Councillor S Blaney stated that one of the contractors had not pulled out and that his interpretation had not been the same as Council’s.
Councillor McCambridge stated that the scheme had already been projected before either of the contractors had contacted Council.

After discussion,


Councillor S Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Digney,
“That the two contractors be allowed to meet with the Waste Management Group”.

After further discussion, it was agreed that a Waste Management Meeting would be arranged to discuss the collection of the blue bins in Ballycastle, and that members would be contacted with the date.

Planning Consultations
The DDS stated that detailed comments on planning consultations would usually be based on reports from Northern Group Systems staff and pointed out that in future, detailed comments would be circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.
Councillor McDonnell stated that in his opinion, it was not necessary to see these comments.
It was therefore agreed that future comments from the Northern Group Systems would not be brought back to Council.
Joint Meeting

Councillor McCambridge requested that a joint meeting be held with the Greener Glens group, the Clerk, DDS, Technical Services Manager and the Recycling Officer in attendance before the Waste Management Group meeting.

This was agreed.

It was also agreed that Orla Black would be informed of the date.

   After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,

Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health Department’s Report be adopted.”




04/29:08
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S REPORT

The Development Manager’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Bushmills Traders Association
The Development Manager (DM) reminded members that it had been agreed at the previous meeting to allow the Bushmills Traders Association the opportunity to address the Council providing their status as bone fide community group had been checked and that they processed a constitution.
She informed members that Mrs Pearl Linnegan would speak as a representative of the Bushmills Traders Association.

Mrs Linnegan stated that as criticism of the Bushmills Trading Association had escalated, she had wanted to set the record straight.
She informed members that on 18 June 2001, the association had been resurrected and pointed out that all traders in the town were welcome to join.  She stated that the meetings were informal and held at short notice but that more members would be welcomed. 
Councillor Graham stated that he was glad to see the association up and running and that he would support it at any time and would like to be put on the mailing list to attend the meetings.

Councillor Digney stated that she commended the traders and wished them well.

Councillor McIlroy stated that all members would encourage the association, but informed members that some shop owners had not been invited to join the association.
Mrs Linnegan stated that during the summer months the association closed to allow business owners to carry on with their work during the busiest time.
Councillor McIlroy stated that there were over eighty businesses in the town and that he did not know how many attended the meeting.  He pointed out that there was still a lot of work to be carried out to include more businesses.
Councillor Laverty congratulated the group for achieving the goals that they had set themselves.

Councillor Hartin thanked Mrs Linnegan for having attended the meeting and answering members’ comments, and she left the meeting at this point.

Consultation on the Draft new EU Rural Development Regulation

The DM stated that the European Commission published its proposals for the new Council Regulation on 14 July 2004 for support for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, and pointed out that its purpose was to reinforce the EU’s rural development policy and to simplify its implementation by increasing its coherence, transparency and visibility.
She stated that if members’ considered that their views on the issues could be sought better through other means apart from the printed document, the Department would be happy to arrange attendance at a Council meeting.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Laverty and resolved,

“That the Department would be contacted with regards to arranging a workshop to discuss the draft New EU Rural Development Regulation, and that those with key interests would be invited”.
Forum for Local Government and the Arts
The DM stated that in August 2003, the Arts Council had commissioned an evaluation report on the Forum for Local Government and the Arts (FLGA), and that a Transition Working Group had been set up to consider how the recommended shape for a new Forum, might most effectively be structured, managed and resourced.

She pointed out that the successor body would be more autonomous with control resting solely with the Forum rather than with the Arts Council.  She stated that this arrangement would make the Forum eligible for funding from the Arts Council under its National Lottery programmes.

She informed members that at an extraordinary meeting of the FLGA held on 23 April 2004, approval had been given in principle to proceed with these changes, and that the Transition Working Group had been tasked with engaging with NILGA to discuss options for housing the secretariat for the newly structured Forum.   She stated that NILGA had agreed to this on a pilot three years basis.

Local Authorities, the DM stated, would not be expected to contribute in year one of the pilot but would provide collective support of £13,500 or thirty percent of annual costs in year two and three.  She stated that each Council’s gross contribution would be apportioned on the basis of the 2004/5 estimated penny product, and that the Art Council of NI would contribute a total of £100,500 over the three years, providing ninety five percent of funding in year one and sixty five percent in the subsequent two years, and that NILA would provide five percent of costs each year of the pilot.

She stated that Moyle District Council’s apportionment of the annual running costs would be £108 for years two and three.  She also stated that the FLGA had been asked by NILGA to write to each local authority in order to secure support for these proposals before proceeding with the changes.

After discussion, it was agreed to approve the proposals for proceeding with changes to the Forum for Local Government and the Arts.  It was also agreed to seek information ensuring that the body would run events in the Moyle area.

Rathlin Boathouse Development Partnership

The DM reminded members of the resolution of the meeting of 9 August that the printing company should not be paid for the printing of the Rathlin Island Calendar until all the calendars had been sold, but pointed out that the Partnership’s most recent meeting of 8 October 2004, it had been decided that Impact Printing should be paid fifty percent of the costs with the remaining fifty percent to be reviewed at the end of the year, and recommended that members approve the decision of the Partnership.
Councillor McIlroy stated that he would strongly object to the recommendation to pay the Printing Company.

Councillor McCambridge stated that the only reason that the Partnership had agreed to the payment was because they had been coerced into it.  She enquired why the printer had not been informed of the decision that had been taken at the meeting of 9 August 2004.

The DM stated that she had passed on the message to the Partnership, and that the printer has requested payment in the interest of a local small business.
Councillor Harding stated that she had been at the meeting and that she had not got the impression that the Partnership had been coerced.

Councillor S Blaney concurred with this remark and stated that no one had stated that they felt under duress.

After discussion,


Councillor S Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Digney,

“That fifty percent of the total cost of the Rathlin Island Calendar be paid to the Printing Company”.

Councillor Molloy recalled the meeting of 9 August 2004, and stated that the printer had agreed to wait until January or February to realise the full cost of the calendars and then settle the cost.  He stated that he would like to defer the decision until then to enable all parties involved to take equal part in the costs.
Councillor McCambridge stated that in her opinion, it was time that officers faced up to people, and told them that the decision had been made not to make payment until January or February.
Councillor S Blaney reminded members that the Chairman of the Partnership  had made a proposal and that it had been seconded.

The Clerk stated that there would be no cost to the ratepayers as it was purely an administrative process as Council would pay on behalf of the Partnership and then be reimbursed.
On a vote being taken, there were eight votes in favour and three votes against the proposal which was carried.

Ballycastle Town Partnership

The DM stated that the Trade Development Officer, in association with the Tourism and Recreation Manager and Department of Social Development, wished to hold a meeting to discuss developing a Ballycastle Town Partnership, and that a senior officer of the DSD had agreed to attend a meeting to briefly outline what the Department had planned for the future.  She also pointed out that Town Centre Managers with existing town partnerships would be invited to the meeting to give real examples of how partnerships had worked towards the regeneration and transformation of their towns.

She therefore requested that Council nominate elected representatives to join the Ballycastle Town Partnership and attend the initial meeting proposed for Thursday 11 November 2004 at the Council Offices.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S Blaney,

“That the Ballycastle Councillors be nominated to attend the Ballycastle Town Partnership meeting”.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she was opposed to all the Councillors being nominated out of one area, and stated that it should be mixed.
After discussion,


Councillor McCambridge proposed an amendment,


Seconded by Councillor Black,


“That Councillors be represented from all wards within the District”.

On a vote being taken, there were seven votes in favour and no votes against the amendment which was carried.

After further discussion, it was agreed that Councillors Black, S Blaney, Harding, Laverty, McCambridge and McMullan would be nominated to attend the initial meeting of the proposed Ballycastle Town Partnership on 11 November 2004.
Maritime Festival 2006
The DM informed members that the Maritime Festival would be a European wide boating festival celebrating the maritime heritage of the region and pointed out that a Festival Co-ordinator and Administrator for the festival are currently being recruited.  
The Tourist Events Officer (TEO), the DM pointed out, had already discussed the event with the Antrim Glens Tourism, Ballintoy Community Development Association and Ballycastle Community Development Association, and had requested that Council would agree to send a letter of support to the organisers of the festival to say that Council would hope to make a contribution in kind to the festival at a later date.
This was agreed.

Children In Need – Outside Broadcast

The DM stated that a local business in Ballycastle had agreed to help organise the only outside collection point in County Antrim outside of Belfast to help the BBC film events happening in the area in the lead up to the broadcast.  She pointed out that Council’s refuse collectors had been in discussions with the organisers to fund raise but that they would ensure that anything they would do would not effect their work or health and safety regulations at work.
She therefore requested that Council would agree in principle to allow the refuse collectors to take part in fundraising as long as it would not interfere with their work.

This was agreed.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


That the Development Manager’s report be adopted.”
04/29:09

TEMPLASTRAGH GRAVEYARD
(Requested by Councillor McConaghy)
Councillor McConaghy referred to the access of Templastragh Graveyard, and stated that in his opinion, Council had fallen down on its duty to provide access to the graveyard.
He also suggested that Council should seek legal advice on what responsibilities Council has and what remedies Council could take to solve the issue.

Councillor Graham stated that approximately a year ago the issue had been resolved, but pointed out that there had been objections to the fence, and that Council had not been to blame.

Councillor McConaghy stated that hundreds of tonnes of stones had been put on the lane but pointed out that that had not been a lasting solution.

After discussion, it was agreed that a report would be brought back to Council on legal advice sought on Council’s responsibilities to, and the remedies that could be used to provide access to Templastragh Graveyard.

04/29:10
MOBILE PHONES – SOLUTION TO POOR RECEPTION
(Requested by Councillor McCambridge)

Councillor McCambridge stated that a local business man who had been aware of members’ complaints with regards to the mobile phones, had contacted her with a possible solution.  She stated that he had spoken to the Clerk and other officers but had had no further contact.  

The Clerk stated that the Human Resources Manager had spoken to the business man, and that he had stated that he could buy the contract out and come back to Council with a proposal, and he informed members that the issue was currently being addressed.

04/29:11
TRANSPORTATION OF WASTE
(Requested by Councillor McMullan)
Councillor McMullan requested that Council would call for an immediate ban on the transportation of waste on passenger carrying ships as there is currently no control and no one knows what is being carried, and requested that Council would back the motion and write to the Minister.

Councillor McCambridge requested that members would air caution until the situation with the waste from Rathlin Island would be addressed.

Councillors C Blaney and Molloy left the meeting at 10.25pm.

After discussion,


Councillor McMullan proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Digney and resolved,


“That this Council calls for the immediate ban on the transportation of waste on passenger carrying ships as is the practice at the moment.  The reason for the ban is one of public health and public safety.  The ban would have two major effects:  that all waste be ferried on commercial ships thus having no contact with the travelling public;  that any such waste transported must show documentation such as a Public Health Certificate and also proof of contents of cargo.  This will go some way in controlling the present illegal transportation of waste.  The transportation of food products is rigidly controlled across thirty two countries so therefore it only follows that any products of food be rigidly controlled”.
Councillor McIlroy enquired if it would not be better to enquire what attitude Environmental Health would have on the issue before introducing a ban.

Councillor McCambridge stated that there should be tighter enforcement for these vehicles.

After further discussion, it was agreed that the above resolution would be forwarded to the Minister and to NILGA.
04/29:12
NEW RATING SYSTEM

(Requested by Councillor McMullan)
Councillor McMullan stated that Council should be seen to do something to protest against the new water rates and the rating system.

He therefore suggested that a book of protest against water charges and the rating system be made available to the public in each District Electoral Area, and that it would be publicised for ratepayers’ information.

This was agreed.

Councillors McCambridge and Black left the meeting at 10.25pm.

04/29:13
CONFERENCES, COURSES
Equality Commission for Northern Ireland – Conference to explore the issues raised by the book Fair Employment in Northern Ireland:  A Generation On, to be held in the Hilton Hotel, Belfast on Tuesday 9 November 2004.  (Cost - £75 plus travel)

There were no nominations for this conference.

RICS Northern Ireland Annual Conference – Rural Housing:  Encourage, Curtail and Condemn, to held in the Canal Court Hotel, Newry on Wednesday 10 November 2004 from 9.00am to 1.00pm.  (Cost – 95 plus travel).

There were no nominations for this conference.

Green Procurement in Northern Ireland – Enabling Local Government’s Role, A Local Government Seminar to be held in Island Civic Centre in Lisburn on Thursday 11 November 2004 from 10.00am to 3.30pm.  (Cost - £85 plus travel)

There were no nominations for this seminar.
AOIFE Annual Conference 2004 – Cultural Tourism:  Making The Magic to be held in Mill Park Hotel, Donegal Town on 12 – 14 November 2004.  (Cost - €165 for Friday only plus travel or €480 to include single room accommodation plus travel)

There were no nominations for this conference.
Working for Health – The Inaugural Working for Health Conference to be held in Stormont Hotel on Wednesday 17 November 2004.  (No cost plus travel)

After discussion,

Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S Blaney and resolved,

“That Councillor Digney be nominated to attend the Working for Health – The Inaugural Working for Health Conference to be held in Stormont Hotel on Wednesday 17 November 2004”.
Chartered Institute of Housing in Northern Ireland – Annual Conference & Exhibition 2004, Accommodating Diversity, Delivering Sustainability, to be held in the Hilton Hotel, Templepatrick on 23 & 24 November 2004. (Cost - £195 for day delegate plus travel, £295 for both days plus travel and £65 for accommodation) 

There were no nominations for this conference.
Confederation of European Councillors – North South Political Relations in the 21st Century to be held in the Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen commencing with registration at 12.00 noon on Thursday 2 and closing at 1.00pm on Friday 3 December 2004.  (Cost - £120 plus accommodation and travel).


There were no nominations for the above conference.


National Association Of Councillors (NI) Region – Review of Public Administration Conference on 24 November 2004 to be held at the Seagoe Hotel, Portadown.


After discussion,



Councillor Harding proposed,



Seconded by Councillor S Blaney and resolved,



“That Councillor McIlroy would be nominated to attend the National Association Of Councillors (NI) Region – Review of Public Administration Conference on 24 November 2004 to be held at the Seagoe Hotel, Portadown”.


After further discussion,



Councillor McMullan proposed,



Seconded by Councillor S Blaney and resolved,



“That Councillor Digney would be nominated to attend the National Association Of Councillors (NI) Region – Review of Public Administration Conference on 24 November 2004 to be held at the Seagoe Hotel, Portadown”.

04/29:14 
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985


The Clerk stated that no applications had been received under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996. 
04/29:16
Sealing of Documents



The Clerk stated that there were no documents to be signed and sealed.

04/29:17
Correspondence
Consultation Document

Consultation Document - DOE, The Local Government (Northern Ireland) Order 2005, and Explanatory Memorandum. 

It was agreed that the Consultation Document for the DOE The Local Government (Northern Ireland) Order 2005 and Explanatory Memorandum would be raised for discussion on a future agenda.

Draft Priorities and Budget
Consultation Document – Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Draft Priorities and Budget 2005-08 and Draft Economic Vision.  

This consultation document was noted.
Site Locations

Letter dated 5 October 2004 from the Planning Service responding to Council’s letter of 21 September 2004 regarding site locations for planning applications.  

This letter was noted during Item Four of the Agenda.
Executive Summary

Executive Summary dated 6 October 2004 of the NILGA Meeting with Ministers Ian Pearson and Angela Smith.  

This executive summary was noted.
Victims of Asbestos

Letter dated 8 October 2004 from Carrickfergus Borough Council requesting that Council support their resolution regarding victims of Asbestos.  

It was agreed that Council would support Carrickfergus Borough Council’s resolution regarding the victims of Asbestos.
Northern Ireland Access to Heathrow

Letter dated 8 October 2004 from the General Consumer Council seeking members’ support on resolutions from the Seminar on The Importance of Northern Ireland Access to Heathrow held on 22 June 2004. 

It was agreed that Council would support the General Consumer Council’s resolution from the Seminar on the Importance of Northern Ireland Access to Heathrow held on 22 June 2004.
Licence to Search for Petroleum

Letter dated 12 October 2004 from the DETI seeking members’ comments regarding an application for a licence to search for petroleum in County Antrim and County Londonderry.  

This letter was noted.
Planning Service Workload Pressure

Letter dated 14 October 2004 from the Planning Service informing members of workload pressure and what they are doing to alleviate the problem.  

This letter was raised for discussion under Item Four of the Agenda.
Closure of Causeway Institute Existing Sites
Letter dated 19 October 2004 from Ballymoney Borough Council seeking Council’s support in opposing the plans put forward by the Causeway Institute to close it’s existing sites in Coleraine and Ballymoney and construct a new building on a new site in Coleraine.  

It was agreed that Council would support Ballymoney Borough Council in opposing the plans put forward by the Causeway Institute to close its existing sites in Coleraine and Ballymoney and construct a new building on a new site in Coleraine.
Correspondence/Reports not circulated

(i) Proposal for Draft Order in Council under Paragraph 1(1) of the Schedule to the Northern Ireland Act 2000 and Explanatory Memorandum. 

(ii) Fisheries Conservancy Board for Northern Ireland – Annual Report Financial Statements.

(iii) NIHE – A Report from the Board of the Housing Executive held on Wednesday 29 September 2004.

The meeting concluded at 10.35 pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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