
MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 25TH MARCH 2013

In the Chair:
Councillor S Hunter
Members Present:
Councillors J Baird, S Blaney, C McCambridge, 
D F Cunningham, W Graham, N McAllister,
R D McDonnell, R McIlroy, M A McKillop, C McShane, 
P McShane, C C Thompson 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mr A McPeake, Director of Environmental Services

Mrs E Mulholland, Director of Development Services

Mr D McAfee, Sports Development Manager

Mr R Semple. Project Accountant

Mr P Caldwell, Environmental Health Manager 
Mr P Duffy, Planning Service
Ms D Bader, Member Services Clerical Officer
13/08:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

No apologies were received. 

Severe Weather Conditions

Reference was made to the severe snow conditions over the last few days and sympathy was offered to all those who were suffering and frustrated with the on-going situation and to those farmers who had lost livestock in the snow drifts, or through roofs falling in.


The work of Road Services and NIE was commended along with Rescue Services and those contractors who had been working flat out in blizzard conditions.  Thanks were also given to all farmers who freely gave their assistance to help open roads. 




Emergency Plan

Over the past couple of days MDC had been trying to ascertain those people who were vulnerable in the severe weather conditions and had been able to contact a number of individuals who had needed assistance.  The worst hit area was Torr Road which was unlikely to be opened until Wednesday 27th March.  MDC had ascertained a number of names of properties in Torr Road and would hopefully be able to contact the residents.  The PSNI had been asked to arrange a fly over to drop essential supplies to those people affected.

It was stated that if Councillors had any other names of those people who still needed help to leave them with the Chair so that these people could be contacted.

Councillor McCambridge arrived at the meeting.

It was suggested that in recognising the need for a number of urgent issues to be dealt with that the meeting be made a one item agenda and that the Council Meeting be deferred until Wednesday 27th March 2013.  The Chair stated that the Chief Executive was on a conference call and that the decision to defer the meeting would be made upon further information becoming available.

In response to concern raised by some members at the delay in MDC failing to open their offices on Friday 22nd March and Saturday 23rd March and the apparent delay by DRD and DARD in their response, it was stated that Moyle had been liaising with the Multi-Agency Team based in Larne and at midday Sunday 23rd March information filtered through that some residents and farmers in Moyle were in difficulty at which point the offices in MDC were opened.

After discussion,


Councillor Baird proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,

“That Council would write to DSD and DFP and ask them if they could make 
severe hardship funds available to help village dwellers and farmers who 
have been badly affected by the recent adverse weather conditions.”

13/08:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25TH FEBRUARY 2013

The minutes of the Council Meeting on 25th February 2013 having been circulated, were taken as read.
After discussion,



Councillor Blaney proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,


“That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25th February 2013 be adopted.”

13/08:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25TH FEBRUARY 2013

There were no matters arising.

13/08:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

The Planning Schedule which had been circulated was taken as read. 
 
D/2009/0142/F Gaelectric Developments Ltd.  Location: land to the east and north east of No.122 Castlecat Road, Cloonty Townland, Derrykeighan, Ballymoney, 
Co Antrim, BT53 8AP (just off the B66 linking Bushmills and Dervock. Proposed site for Wind Farm to include amended layout of four turbines with a maximum overall height of 110m (hub height not exceeding 70m, wind turbine blade diameter not exceeding 80m) with site tracks and other associated developments including an electrical substation and control building, one equipment cabin and associated compound, one meteorological pole (max 80 m high), construction, extension and upgrading of internal site tracks and associated works. (Recommended for approval).


After discussion, in which points discussed were noise levels, distance from dwellings, the visual impact on wildlife and that Ballymoney Council had already endorsed this, the above application was approved.

Councillor Baird wished it to be noted that she strongly disapproved of this approval.

E/2011/0239/F  Mr James Delargy, c/o Hoy Dorman Ltd, 66 Lurgan Road, Moira. Location: 35 Glenville Road, Cushendall. Proposed site for retrospective retention/regularisation of relocated access and retention of erected boundary wall.  (Recommended for approval).

E/2012/0038/F  Mr John McAlonan, c/o S1 Energy Ltd, Davies Road, Newtownstewart.  Location: 152m SE of 140 Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Proposed erection of a 31m hub height vestas V27 225kw Wind Turbine to serve farm and export surplus to the grid.  (Recommended for approval).

E/2012/0043/F  Mr James Campbell, c/o S1 Energy Ltd, Davies Road, Newtownstewart.  Location: 120m South of 23 Islandranny Road, Bushmills.  Proposed erection of a 31m hub height vestas V27 225kw Wind Turbine to serve farm and export surplus to the grid.  (Recommended for approval).

E/2012/0157/F  Aircore Carrowreagh Road Ltd, c/o Breen Architects & Consultants, 100 Lisburn Road, Belfast.  Location: 343m West 58 Carrowreagh Road, Armoy.  Proposed erection of a wind turbine with 30m hub height and 30m rotor diameter with a maximum output not exceeding 250kw.  (Recommended for approval).

The above four applications were approved.

E/2012/0196/O  Mr Patrick McNaughton, c/o Bailey Architecture, 9 Glenview Road, Glenshesk, Ballycastle.  Location: 25m SE of 74 Glenariffe Road, Glenariffe.  Proposed dwelling on a farm. (Recommend for refusal).

The above application was deferred for an Office Meeting for further information.


E/2012/0199/F  Northern Ireland Water Ltd, 34 College Street, Belfast.  Location: Rathlin Island WwTW, Demesne, Ballycastle.  Proposed RBC plant to be constructed on a proposed site 200m SE from the existing works to meet future requirements.  No new buildings/access are proposed and no structure will exceed 15m in height.  (Recommended for approval).

E/2013/0001/F  Mr William Nicholl, c/o Dennis R Tosh, 40 Nursery Avenue, Coleraine.  Location: 4a Rockfield Gardens, Mosside, Ballymoney.  Proposed disabled bedroom, en-suite, lobby/kitchen.  (Recommended for approval).

E/2013/0008/F  British Telecommunications PLC, Telephone House, (TH05.09), 45-75 May Street, Belfast.  Location: set at front left corner of BT Telephone Exchange site, Church Quarter, Rathlin Island, Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of 2 new BT street cabinets to facilitate provision of new fibre optic infrastructure across BT network.  Cabinet dimensions approx. 1300mm high, 800mm wide and 450mm deep and 1200mm high, 1200mm wide and 315mm deep. (Recommended for approval). 

E/2013/0009/F  Everything Everywhere and H3G Ltd, c/o Harlequin Group, First Floor, 25 Talbot Street, Cathedral Quarter, Belfast.  Location: existing telecoms site at lay-by approx. 150m North East of 57 Magheramore Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed existing 1 no 300mm diameter transmission dish to be removed and replace by 1 no 600mm diameter transmission dish at the same height and position.  (Recommended for approval).

E/2103/0010/F  Everything Everywhere and H3G Ltd, c/o Harlequin Group, First Floor, 25 Talbot Street, Cathedral Quarter, Belfast.  Location: existing telecoms site at McConaghy Farm on private road off Red Road, approx. 1km South East of 28 Moycraig Road, Ballintoy.  Proposed 1 no 1200mm diameter transmission dish and 1 no 600mm diameter transmission dish to be installed onto frame of existing telecoms mast.  (Recommended for approval).

The above 6 applications were approved.

Deferred Applications

E/2011/0007/F  Mr Alex Brown, c/o G M Design, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine.  Location: land at 106 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed retention of 2 partially constructed block farm buildings and completion of their construction and retention of existing access.  (Recommended for approval).

The above application was approved.



E/2012/0121/F  Mr A McKillop, c/o W M McNeill, 30 Knowhead Road, Broughshane, Ballymena.  Location: 180m west of 19b Clough Road.  Proposed new single storey farm workers dwelling with rear return and garage. (Recommended for refusal).

The above application was held for a meeting with MLA.

It was agreed that the Office Meeting would be held on Thursday 11th April 2013.


Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.
13/08:06
INTERIM DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT



It was agreed that this item would be brought forward.

The Interim Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting at this point.


Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.
 


The Leisure Services Manager delivered a presentation updating the Council on the work that had been carried out over the last year plus the plans for the incoming 6 month period, followed by questions and answers.

Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting at this point.

Following discussion, members thanked the Leisure Services Manager on his comprehensive presentation and for the wide range of services and programmes that were currently being provided.

The Project Accountant delivered a presentation on the Moyle Leisure and Tourism project and how it might be progressed as Moyle approaches RPA.  Reference was made to the previous study in 2009 and stated that there had been extensive market research carried out and that the key challenge from the study would be that of funding.

After discussion, in which points raised included the current lack of facilities in Moyle for residents and visitors, issues with the merging of Councils, cost to rate payers, funding and financial viability, sites, inclusion in the Corporate Plan and lobbying in Central Government,


Councillor P McShane proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,

“That Council resolves that the provision of a local quality Leisure/Visitor 
Attraction is a front line service priority”.

Councillor Thompson left the meeting at this point.


Councillor Baird wished it to be recorded that she had not had an opportunity to review the document.

Councillor Thompson returned to the meeting at this point.

Request for Extension to the Community Infrastructure Fund grant completion date – Rathlin Development & Community Association

After discussion, it was agreed to approve the extension to the Community Infrastructure Fund grant awarded to Rathlin Development & Community Association until 30th September 2013.

Community Small Grant Application – Mother Goose Community Playgroup, Ballycastle
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the Community Small Grant of £100 to Mother Goose Playgroup for their “New Life Project”.

Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

Community Small Grant Application – Jack Horner Community Playgroup, Ballycastle

After discussion, it was agreed that Council approve the Community Small Grant of £100 top Jack Horner Playgroup for their “New Life Project”.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor P McShane and resolved,


“That the Interim Development Services Report be adopted.”

At this point the Chief Executive issued an update on the situation of the roads affected by the extreme weather conditions.  He stated that the Torr Road was still not fully open and requested that if any Councillor had contacts for those residents on Torrr Road to let him know.

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting at this point.


13/08:05
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT

The Environmental Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.









Biodiversity Funding

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,

“That Council, in principle, would continue to support the extension of the Biodiversity Officer post for a further 3 years subject to available finance.”

Approval for Environmental Health Officer’s to act as Agents of the Public Health Agency

After discussion, 

Councillor Hunter proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M A McKillop and resolved,

“That Council approves for Roisin Healy, Environmental Health Officer, to be permitted to be authorised by the Public Health Agency to act as its agent acting under the Director of Public Health.”
Dunseverick Harbour

Reference was made to the bollards put in place adjacent to the fishermen’s huts and at the slip way at Dunseverick Harbour on 12th March 2013 in order to prevent a recurrence of long term parking. 

Councillor P McShane left the meeting.

After discussion, in which members stated that the bollards were an eyesore and causing great distress to many people,

Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,

“That Council would write to the National Trust requesting if there were any other alternatives to the concrete bollards that could be put in place at Dunseverick Harbour.”
Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting. 

Diving Event Day

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would approve the request from Aquaholics for the use of the harbour facilities to host their promotional diving event on Saturday 6th April and Sunday 7th April 2013.

Rathlin Sound Maritime Festival

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would support the First Rathlin Sound Maritime Festival 2013 and approve the use of Council land and reduced berthing fees by 50%.

Seafront Automatic Public Convenience

With the introduction of the Automatic Public Convenience at Ballycastle Harbour, and the opening of the TIC at Portnagree House several cost saving options were put forward.   
After discussion, in which accessibility for disabled people was raised,


Councillor P McShane proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Hunter,

“That Council close The Harbour toilet and to only open this on certain times 
throughout the year and that the remainder of the toilets to be kept open all 
year round.”


Councillor McDonnell proposed an amendment,

Seconded by Councillor Blaney,

“That all toilets to be remained open all year round”.

On a vote being taken on the amendment there were 4 votes for and 7 votes against, therefore the amendment was lost.

It was therefore agreed, that Council would close The Harbour Toilet and only open this on certain times throughout the year and that the remainder of the toilets would be kept open all year round.

Trade Waste Collections from Schools

Reference was made to the proposed charges to schools for collection of trade waste.

Councillor Baird wished it to be recorded that she felt Council were behaving in an inequitable manner as other organisations such as churches and charities were not charged for this service.  Members felt that it would have an impact on education.

After discussion, 


Councillor Thompson proposed,

Seconded by Councillor N McAllister, and resolved,
 
“That Council would not charge schools in the district for trade waste as long 
as Moyle District Council exists.”

Lammas Fair – Provision of Funfair

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would approve the draft tender document for the provision of the funfair at the Lammas Fair and that the tender date would be changed from 8th April 2013 to a later date. 

Councillors McDonnell and McCambridge left the meeting at this point.



Krazy Kids Amusements

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would approve the request from Krazy Kids Amusements to lift the height restriction which currently applies to the Children’s Amusements at the seafront, Ballycastle, in order that a set of bungee trampolines can be erected in the sand pit area. 
 
Councillor McDonnell returned to the meeting at this point.

Autism NI ‘Light It Up Blue’ Campaign 

Reference was made to the invitation received from Autism NI for Council to get involved in the ‘Light it up Blue’ campaign.

After discussion,


Councillor W Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,


“That the Council reception area would be decorated with blue LED lights on 
11th or 12th April 2013 in recognition of World Autism Awareness Day.”


Translink Ulster in Bloom 2013

Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

After discussion, it was agreed that Armoy, Ballintoy, Ballycastle, Bushmills, Cushendun, Cushendall, Mosside and Waterfoot be put forward for the NILGA Translink Ulster in Bloom competition 2013.

The meeting continued in committee.

Tender for Flowers and Hanging Baskets

Reference was made to the two tenders received for the supply and planting of flowers and hanging baskets in Ballycastle and it was recommended that the lowest tender, the Garden Company, be appointed.
Councillor C McShane wished it to be recorded that she was disappointed that there was no social clause in the tendering procedure.

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would appoint the Garden Company for the supply and planting of flowers and hanging baskets in Ballycastle for the sum of £7,049.


The meeting continued out of committee.





Position of Two Storage Containers at Dundarave for Dixons Contractors 

After discussion,


Councillor Hunter proposed,

Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved, 

“That Council would approve the request received from Dixons requesting 
permission to position two storage containers at the rear of the NIHE 
Houses on Dundarave Road for approximately six months.”


After discussion,


Councillor W Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Hunter and resolved,


“That the Environmental Services Report be adopted.” 
13/08:07

INTERIM CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
The Interim Corporate Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

The meeting continued in Committee.

Councillors M A McKillop, McDonnell, Thompson, and N McAllister left the meeting at this point.

Corporate Health and Safety and Wellbeing Officer
With reference to the Corporate Health and Safety Wellbeing Officer, after discussion, it was agreed that Moyle District Council would share this resource with Ballymoney Borough Council for one year from April 2013, with a review to be carried out at the end of the year.

Project Accountant

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would extend the Project Accountant’s contract to June 2013 to complete the Tourism Leisure Strategy, with a monthly progress report to be presented to Council.
The meeting continued out of committee.
Millennium Park Bushmills
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would approve the request from Pastor Taylor to use the Millennium Park in Bushmills for a Marquee to carry out outreach work during Christian week from 5th-11th August 2013.




Members Area within the Moyle District Council Website

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillors would use the Council Hub to access all electronic council correspondence with effect from April 2013.

After discussion, 

Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,

“That the Interim Corporate Services Report be adopted.”




13/08:08

THAT THIS COUNCIL NOTES WITH CONCERN THE CURRENT LEVELS OF STIGMA, DISCRIMINATION AND NEGATIVE ATTITUDES TOWARDS PEOPLE WITH EXPERIENCE OF MENTAL ILL-HEALTH AND ENDORSES THE NIAMH’S (NORTHERN IRELAND ASSOCIATION FOR MENTAL HEALTH) CHANGE YOUR MIND – STAMP OUT STIGMA CAMPAIGN TO ADDRESS THESE ATTITUDES
(Requested by Councillor Cunningham)

After discussion, it was agreed that Council notes concerns over the current levels of stigma, discrimination and negative attitudes towards people with experience of mental ill-health and endorses the NIAMH’s (Northern Ireland Association for Mental Health) Change your Mind – Stamp Out Stigma campaign to address these attitudes.

13/08:09
THAT COUNCIL WRITE TO THE MINISTER OF HEALTH, EDWIN POOTS ASKING HIM TO VISIT CUSHENDALL FIRE STATION 
(Requested by Councillor Thompson)
This item was withdrawn from the meeting.


13/08:10

THAT THIS COUNCIL EXPRESSES ITS DEEP CONCERN THAT ASSEMBLY MEMBERS REJECTED A LEGAL MEASURE THAT WOULD RESTRICT ABORTION AVAILABILITY IN THE NORTH.  THAT AN AMENDMENT TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE BILL WAS DEFEATED BY A PETITION OF CONCERN! AND THAT THIS COUNCIL BELIEVES THAT IT IS WRONG TO PRIVATISE ABORTIONS AND THAT IT WILL EVENTUALLY LEAD TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE UNBORN CHILD AT WILL.

THAT THIS COUNCIL ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE ONLY PLACE WHERE MEDICAL ADVICE, BOTH COMPREHENSIVE AND COMPASSIONATE, CAN BE DELIVERED FOR THE BEST OUTCOMES FOR THE MOTHER AND CHILD, IS WITHIN THE NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE.  THAT THE PETITION OF CONCERN INSTIGATED IN THE ASSEMBLY IS A STEPPING STONE TO THE 1967 BRITISH ABORTION ACT AND 24 WEEK TERMINATIONS AT WILL.
(Requested by Councillor P McShane)

This item was withdrawn from the meeting. 

13/08:11

CONFERENCES AND COURSES
After discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“To approve retrospective travel mileage allowance for Councillor Baird for 
attendance at the PEACE III Meeting in Donegal on 22nd and 

23rd March 2013.”

13/08:12
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985
· Application for the transfer of a licence from Maplemanor Properties Ltd, 242 Lisnevenagh Road, Antrim to premises at The Antrim Arms, 
75 Castle Street, Ballycastle.
There were no objections to the above application.

13/08:13
SEALING OF DOCUMENTS

There were no documents for signing and sealing


13/08:14
CORRESPONDENCE
(a) Letter dated 28th February 2013 from the Minister for Health Social Services and Public Safety in response to Council’s letter regarding the Fire Station at Cushendall.

(b) Letter dated 29th February 2013 from GM Design Associates regarding Planning Application E/2011/0257/F.

(c) Letter dated 12th March 2013 from AA Veterans Support regarding Patron’s Dinner on 25th May 2013.

(d) Letter dated 4th March 2013 from Translink regarding the Derry-Londonderry line. 

(e) Letter dated 5th March 2013 from NI Policing Board regarding recruitment of Independent Members to Larne CSP.

(f) Letter dated 7th March 2013 from RES UK & Ireland Limited regarding proposed Altaveedan Wind Farm – Submission of Further Environmental Information.

(g) Letter dated 8th March 2013 from Translink in response to Council’s letter regarding roadworks between Knocknacarry and Cushendun.

(h) Email dated 12th March 2013 from John Kelly, Northern Ireland Water, regarding roadworks between Knocknacarry and Cushendun.


It was agreed that correspondence (a) to (h) would be marked as read.


(i) Email dated 13th March 2013 from Karen Wallace regarding a meeting of the Northern Corridor Railways Group on Tuesday 26th March 2013 in Coleraine Borough Council commencing at 3:15pm.

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillor McIlroy and Councillor Blaney would be nominated to attend the meeting of the Northern Corridor Railways Group to be held on 26th March 2013 in Coleraine Borough Council.

It was also agreed that Councillors McIlroy and Blaney would continue to attend these meetings in the future.


(j) News Release dated 13th March 2013 from Department of the Environment regarding an announcement of half a million pounds funding boost for Coastal Communities.


(k) Letter dated 13th March 2013 from Minister Attwood in response to Council’s letter regarding the planning application for upgrading/extension to Ballycastle Waste Water Treatment Works.


(l) Letter dated 14th March 2013 from the Department for Employment and Learning regarding Youth Employment Scheme.


It was agreed that correspondence (j) to (l) would be marked as read.


(m) Letter dated 14th March 2013 from the Minister for Regional Development in response to Council’s letter regarding a meeting at the Giant’s Causeway to discuss the Prohibition of Traffic (Giant’s Causeway Road) Order (NI) 2013. 

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would meet with DRD officials regarding access at the Giant’s Causeway to discuss The Prohibition of Traffic (Giant’s Causeway Road) Order (Northern Ireland) 2013.

(n) Letter dated 15th March 2013 from Planning Appeals Commission regarding Tesco Stores Ltd.
It was agreed, that Council would take no further part in the appeal but any Councillor wishing to participate further then could do so on an individual basis. 

The meeting concluded at 22:15 pm
……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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