MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 26th OCTOBER 2009 AT 7.00 PM

In the Chair:
Councillor C McShane
Members Present:
Councillors M Black, S Blaney, H A Harding, W Graham, G Hartin, D M McAllister, C McCambridge, A P McConaghy MBE, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan, P McShane, 

Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services
Mr P Mawdsley, Head of Environmental Health and Enforcement
Mr D Kelly, Head of Building Control
Mrs E Mulholland, Head of Development
Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
09/21:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors O Black and C Newcombe. 
Chairman’s Business
Cross and Passion College Hurling Success

Councillor C McShane congratulated Cross and Passion College, Ballycastle on their 
winning the Magean Cup and McNamee Cup.

Democracy Week
Councillor C McShane stated that as part of democracy week a couple of hundred 

Primary Seven children had been in to visit the Council offices.  She informed members that the there had been positive feedback of this event and that some of the pupils had shown an interest in sending in letters with some of their views and issues.  She thanked staff and Councillors who had participated in the event.
Citizen’s Advice Bureau

Councillor C McShane stated that she wished to highlight the fact that the Citizen’s Advice service being offered in Cushendall was not being utilised to its full capacity.  She informed members that the service was available on the first Tuesday of each month in the old school house from 10:00 – 11:30 and 12:30 – 15:45.  She stated that she would like to see more people avail of this service.
Rescue Boat for Ballycastle

Councillor P McShane stated that as Council would be aware he was sitting on a working group with the aim to establish a lifeboat for Ballycastle.  He informed members that the group wished Council to write to the Community Rescue Service to ask if they could provide a lifeboat.

Councillor M Black stated that she would like to hear what the RNLI and MCA would have to say also about the provision of a lifeboat.  She stated that these groups should also be consulted.

Councillor C McShane stated that she appreciated hearing the views of the groups and informed members that Council would write to all concerned.

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would write to RNLI, MCA and Community Rescue Service to make enquiries about attaining a lifeboat for Ballycastle.

Twinning Event in Pourrieres, France
Councillor Blaney stated that he had attended the twinning event in Pourrieres, France and that they sent their thanks to Council for the gift sent.  He presented Council with a gift he had brought back to mark the 10 year anniversary of the connection.

Councillor C McShane thanked Councillor Blaney.

Armoy Motorcycle Road Racing Club (AMRRC)
Councillor C McShane stated that Mr Bill Kennedy had requested permission to make a presentation to Council in preparation for 2010.
After discussion, it was agreed that the AMRRC would be invited to present to Council on 14th December 2009.

Giants Causeway Visitor’s Centre
The meeting continued in committee.

The Clerk referred to a document that had been circulated regarding a draft agreement with the National Trust regarding the Giants Causeway Visitor Centre.  He informed members that these were of a confidential nature and asked members to read the document before Rowan White would be in attendance at the next Council meeting.  He stated that the full set of legal documents were available for inspection.
The Clerk outlined outstanding issues to be resolved, including pension issues.

Councillor Graham stated that he felt that there should be a special meeting to discuss any issues which Councillors may have and to gain further information.

After further discussion, it was agreed that a Special Council Meeting would be held on 11th November 2009 regarding the Giant’s Causeway Visitor’s Centre.

The meeting continued out of committee.

CIE Tours Awards
Councillor C McShane congratulated staff on the awards of best visitor facility and best attraction for the Giant’s Causeway.

Councillors M Black, McCambridge and McConaghy wished to be associated with these comments.
09/21:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28th SEPTEMBER 2009
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28th September 2009 having been circulated, was taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McCambridge and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28th September 2009 be adopted.”

09/21:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28th SEPTEMBER 2009

Councillor McMullan asked that the minutes be amended with reference to planning application E/2008/0049 to read that the date on the gable wall had been defaced.

This was agreed.
09/21:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Councillor C McShane welcomed Ms Julie McMath, Planning Officer to the meeting.
E/2007/0072/F  Rockfield Developments, C/O Studiorogers, The Egg Store, 1 Mountsandel Road, Coleraine, BT52 1JB.  Location, lands to the rear of 2 Main Street, Ballintoy.  Proposed Housing development including 6 no. apartments, 4 no. terrace houses, 6 no. semi-detached and 1 no. detached dwellings with associated landscaping and car parking.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.
E/2008/0055/F  Castle Orchard Developments, C/O McGurk Architects, 33 King Street, Magherafelt, BT45 6AR.  Location, lands including and surrounding  16 – 40 Fairhill Street and to the rear and north of 12 and 14 Fairhill Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed demolition of 13 no. houses and sheds and the erection of 22 no. townhouses and 31 apartments and associated amenity space.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to failure to provide a quality residential environment, failure to take full account of local character, environmental quality, landscape features and amenity, failure to make a positive contribution to the townscape of Ballycastle Conservation Area, unacceptable tree loss, prejudice to the safety and convenience of road users, a substantial part of the development would be liable to flood and that no Flood Risk Assessment had been provided.
The Clerk made reference to Council’s own application for which planning permission would be sought.

Councillor M Black requested that this application be deferred for one month to allow for further information.

This was agreed.

E/2008/0098/LB  Moyle District Council, 7 Mary Street, Ballycastle.  Location, Antrim Arms, 75 Castle Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed mounting of a cctv camera for the purpose of recording/monitoring cctv images in the interest of public safety and crime prevention.

E/2008/0099/F  Moyle District Council, 7 Mary Street, Ballycastle.  Location, development consists of 2 cctv cameras mounted on the Antrim Arms, Donnelly’s Bakery.  Development includes a pole mounted arial on Quay Road.  Proposed development   Proposed development consisted of the erection of 2 cctv cameras mounted on the properties listed above and an arial mounted on a pole situated on Quay Road.  The cctv system would be used in the interests of public safety and crime prevention.
There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2008/0134/F  Mr R McCaw, C/O MI Architects, 7 – 9 Stone Row, Coleraine, BT52 1DE.  Location, 243 Whitepark Road, Lisnagunogue.  Proposed development of 5 houses comprising 3 detached and semi-detached dwellings.

Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to failure to provide a quality residential environment, harm to the living conditions of future residents by reason of overlooking and consequent lack of privacy and unacceptable loss of trees.

Councillor McConaghy requested an Office Meeting on the basis of correspondence provided by the agent.

This was agreed.

E/2008/0315/F Mr K Wilkinson, 85 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6LP.  Location, land to the east of 85 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed change of use, alterations amd extensions to three existing outbuildings to form three new self catering holiday accommodation units.
E/2009/0014/F  D Kane, 108 Middlepark Road, Cushendall, BT44 0SH.  Location, 78b Layde Road, Cushendall.  Proposed farm dwelling.

E/2009/0066/F  The Trustees, C/O Rev. Father Henry, Parochial House, Moyle Road, Ballycastle.  Location, 80m west of Church of the Immaculate Conception, Church Quarter, Rathlin Island.

E/2009/0071/O  Mr M McHenry, C/O GM Design Associates Ltd, 22/24 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, land adjacent to 134 Whitepark Road, Ballintoy.  Proposed site for farm dwelling.

E/2009/0153/O  Mrs P Monaghan, Broadfield, Co Kildare, Republic of Ireland.  Location, approximately 40m SE of 57 Drumavoley Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed farm dwelling with garage.
There were no objections to the above five applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2009/0209/O  Mr E Sayers, C/O Hunter Associates, 8 Charlotte Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6AY.  Location, site 88m SE of 85 Red Road, Bushmills.  Proposed site for new dwelling and detached garage 88m SE of 85 Red Road, Bushmills.

Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to the farm business not having been established for at least six years.

Councillor McAllister requested an Office Meeting for further information.
This was agreed.

E/2009/0211/F  G Graham, 80 Carnbore Road, Dervock, BT53 8EE.  Location, 64 Castlenagree Road, Bushmills.  Proposed change of use and alterations to former dwelling (now used as agricultural store) to form holiday accommodation.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2009/0221/O  Mr L Halliday, C/O 20/20 Chartered Architects Ltd, 9A Linenhall Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6DP.  Location, lands to rear of 206 Straid Road, Bushmills.  Proposed 10 self catering holiday retreat cottages and associated facilities.

Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to no reason for this development in this rural location, failure to demonstrate the tourist accommodation is farm based or that it meets a clearly identified tourist need, lack of integration, detrimental change to the rural character of the countryside, adverse affect to the setting of the Giant’s Causeway World Heritage Site and insufficient information being submitted to enable determination of the planning application as the archaeological  evaluation requested by the Department had not been made available. 
Councillor McConaghy requested an Office meeting to provide additional information.  He stated that he had sympathy with the developer and was in support of this application.
Councillors McIlroy, Graham and McAllister supported these comments.

This was agreed.
E/2009/0243/F  Mr A Graham, 35 Isle Road, Bushmills, BT57 8XR.  Location, land to the east north east of 35 Isle Road Bushmills.  Proposed change of use of former agricultural store to self-catering holiday accommodation on a farm DARD Ref: 601056.
E/2009/0248/O  Mr P Leech, C/O J E McKernan & Son, 25 Market Road, Ballymena, BT43 6EL.  Location, 60m NW of 21 Glen Road, Glenariff.  Proposed dwelling and garage.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2009/0253/F  Mr I McCaughan, C/O Jonathan Todd, 50 Ballymullan Road, Lisburn.  Location, adjacent to 193 Causeway Road, Bushmills.  Proposed replacement dwelling.  

Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to the existing building not being eligible for replacement, visual impact, detrimental change to rural character, adverse affect to the setting of the Giants Causeway World Heritage Site, prejudice to the safety and convenience of road users and insufficient information to determine the application in that a bat survey was required.
Councillor McAllister requested an Office Meeting to allow for further information.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0254/F  Mr I McCaughan, C/O Jonathan Todd, 50 Ballymullan Road, Lisburn.  Location, 18m east of 193 Causeway Road, Bushmills.  Proposed restoration/re-use of redundant buildings to reinstate as a single storey dwelling.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to the building not being capable of restoration due to its present physical condition, failure to demonstrate satisfactory access arrangements and insufficient information to determine application as a bat survey was required.
Councillor McAllister requested an Office Meeting to allow for further information.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0257/O  A Heggarty, 9 Dalriada Park, Cushendall.  Location, to the rear of 12 Dalriada Avenue fronting to Dalriada Gardens.  Proposed site for dwelling and associated parking.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to failure to provide a quality residential environment and failure to take account of local character, environment and amenity, as the form, scale and mass of the proposed development did not respect that of adjacent housing and would result in unacceptable town cramming.

Councillor McMullan requested an Office Meeting for further information.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0260/F  Mr D McDonnell, C/O Bailey Architecture, 9 Glenview Road, Glenshesk, Ballycastle.  Location, 180 NW of 115 Maghermore Road, Armoy.  Proposed replacement of an existing dwelling with self-cat6ering holiday cottage as part of a farm diversification project.
Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to an adverse impact on the countryside as it was not farm based, all the external structural walls not being substantially intact, prejudicing the free flow of traffic and conditions of general safety and the proposed accommodation was not integrated with an existing group of buildings.
Councillor McCambridge requested an Office Meeting to provide further information.

This was agreed.

Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

E/2009/0262/O  Mr L Halliday, C/O 20/20 Architects Ltd, 9a Linenhall Street, Ballymoney.  Location, 35m south west of 22 Haw Road, Bushmills.  Proposed single dwelling and detached garage.

Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to the proposed new building not being visually linked or sited to a cluster with an established group of buildings on the farm, prominence and failure to integrate, detrimental change to the rural character, adversely affect the setting of the Giants Causeway World Heritage Site and insufficient information to determine the application as the archaeological evaluation requested by the Department had not been made available.

Councillor McConaghy requested an Office Meeting to provide further information.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0275/O  Mr & Mrs R & J Miskelly, 2 Middlepark Crescent, Cushendall.  Location 2 Middlepark Crescent, Cushendall.  Proposed pair of semi detached houses in side garden.

Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to failure to provide a quality residential environment, failure to take account of local character, environmental quality and amenity, as the form, scale and mass  of the proposed development did not respect that of adjacent housing and would result in unacceptable town cramming, harm to the living conditions of the residents in 2 Middlepark Crescent by reason of reduced privacy and result in unsatisfactory access to the new dwellings and prejudice the safety and convenience of road users.
Councillor McMullan requested an Office Meeting for additional information.
This was agreed.

E/2009/0277/F  Mrs Delargy, C/O A-Three Architecture Design Pla, 43/45 Church Street, Portadown.  Location, 12m north of 72 Ballyeamon Road, Cushendall.  Proposed infill dwelling.

Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to ribbon development, lack of integration, a detrimental change to the rural character and failure to demonstrate satisfactory access arrangements.

This was agreed.

Deferred Items
E/2008/0268/RM  Mr S Conway, 9 Shore Street, Cushendall.  Location, to NE of 118 Glen Road, Glenariff.  Proposed erection of 1 ½ storey dwelling, domestic garage, new access and associated works.

E/2009/0242/O  Mr G Kane, 27 Rathlin Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6AG.  Location, 155 Cushendall Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement of existing office, canteen and wc buildings with 1 no. detached dwelling.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

Appeal Decisions Notified
E/2005/0343/F  Mr J Black. Location, land adjacent to 54 Glenshesk Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement of derelict dwelling and outhouses with 3 no. self-catering holiday cottages and 1 no. cottage to facilitate the proposed business.
Dismissed.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Ms McMath stated that a case of positive need had to be demonstrated for new build and that the case made had not overcome the objections.

E/2005/0447/O  Mrs H McNeill, Location, land approximately 80m NE of Cushleake Road, Cushendun.  Proposed site for 1 no. single storey holiday cottage.

Upheld.

Councillor McDonnell stated that he would like to have a copy of the decision details for this application.

This was agreed.

Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.

Councillor C McShane referred to item (e) under correspondence and enquired as to how this outcome had come about.
Ms McMath stated that this case was an enforcement appeal and that she was not therefore directly involved.
Councillor McDonnell stated that he felt that this was maladministration as time was running in favour of the applicant.  He stated that the enforcement department needed to get their act together as if this was not completed within four years they would be out of time to act.

Councillor M Black supported these comments and stated that enforcement was required in this case.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Office Meetings would be held on 5th November 2009.

09/21:05
TO MEET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF NORTHERN IRELAND WATER

The Clerk stated that correspondence had been circulated regarding this matter.

Councillor C McShane welcomed Mr Tim Gillespie to the meeting.


Mr Gillespie thanked members for inviting him.


He outlined figures for population trends in Ballycastle and related this to the type of storm tank required for the town. He informed members that the current level of treatment was unsatisfactory.

Mr Gillespie outlined works carried out to date including an investment of 1.2 million in drainage, 3 million investment in the sea outfall including a model of tidal patterns.

With regard to the Waste Water Treatment Works a site needed to be decided upon for the Storm Water tank required.  He stated that there were many considerations including the ASSI, Conservation Area, discharge and impacts on the Northern Area Plan.

Mr Gillespie informed members that when the number of sites had been narrowed down, considerations such as pumping distances and finances needed to be thought of.  He stated that they needed more land adjacent to the existing works.

He informed members that they had been in negotiations with a land owner adjacent to the existing site but there had been a gap between what NIW had been able to offer and what the land owner wished to achieve.  He informed members that if vesting was a requirement this could take between 6 months and 4 years and that once there was a site available it could take up to two years to design and construct. He informed members that the worst case scenario would be 6 years away.
Mr Gillespie stated that a possible alternative would be to ask Council to sell some of their land adjacent to the works.  He stated that as a public body they were tied by the Land and Property Services as to what they could pay.  He informed members that the new works could be ready in two years if they could acquire land by agreement.
He informed members that the proposed Storm tank would be underground and that Council could still have full use of the land above.  He stated that this would be the preferred option and the most viable solution.
Councillor C McShane thanked Mr Gillespie for his presentation.  She stated that she felt that Council was being put under pressure due to the timescale involved to sell land.  She stated that she did not understand why Council were being faced with this now as this project had been a long time in the pipeline.  
Councillor McCambridge stated that she was against land vesting and informed members that if it was in the interest of ratepayers that the decision to sell land should be considered.

Councillor P McShane stated that the land owner in question had been made an offer that seemed to have been withdrawn.  He informed members that he did not understand why NIW did not go ahead and purchase the land they had given agreement upon.

Mr Gillespie stated that the deal was not exactly as was stipulated.  He stated that they were under the control of DRD with regards what they could pay for land.  He informed members that they valued the land at significantly less than what the land owner wished to achieve.  He stated that the lands were classified under categories such as agricultural, development and high development land.  He informed members that land on this side of the river was high development and on the other side agricultural.  He informed members that the information and survey had taken a long time to complete and this was why it had taken this length of time to identify land required.  He stated that if Council decided not to sell it’s land the only other available option would be to vest the other land.
Councillor McIlroy enquired why this issue of land had not been investigated before the scheme had been allowed to advance to this stage.
Mr Gillespie stated that the flooding issues in the town needed to be resolved and that they could not wait.  

In reply to Councillor McIlroy, he informed members that they did not expect to get the land from Council but were rather present to ask Councils opinion.  He stated that before they started the vesting process they were asking Council if they wished to sell the land to speed the process up.
Councillor McMullan stated that this decision could not be made until members discussed this issue further themselves.

Councillor McDonnell stated that he was surprised that the option was given to buy land as the cheapest option would be to vest.
Mr Gillespie stated that the issue with the land on the other side of the river meant that vesting would be the only alternative but that NIW were trying to avoid this and to see if Council could work with them.  He stated that the Council land would be subject to Land and Property valuation also.
In reply to Councillor McCambridge, Mr Gillespie stated that mitigation works would be the only option until the proposed Storm tank was in place.

Councillor McMullan raised the question of the de-valuation of land if the Storm tank was to be placed where it was proposed.

Mr Gillespie stated that the site above the tank could be utilised for car parking and he informed members that it should not de-value the land.  He stated that the footprint may change but not the value.

Councillor Blaney enquired why building and development had been allowed to continue if the sewerage system was not up to it.

Mr Gillespie informed members that they made comment to the Planning Service in their role but final decisions were up to them.  He stated that some developers had their own systems in place.
After discussion,


Councillor McDonnell proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McCambridge,


“That Council sell the land at the VLA valuation.”

After further discussion,


Councillor Harding proposed and amendment,


Seconded by Councillor P McShane and resolved,


“That this decision be deferred until the next Council meeting.”

After further discussion, it was agreed to defer the decision on this issue until the next Council Meeting when it would be placed on the Agenda for discussion.
09/21:06
BUILDING CONTROL REPORT


The Building Control Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Building Regulations Fees for Insulation of Roof Spaces
The HBC stated that a letter had been received from Mr Noel Williams, Head of Energy Saving Trust, regarding changes for Energy Efficiency Improvements and requesting Council to consider adopting a policy to waive the respective Building Regulations fees for loft insulation for the period from April 2010 until March 2015 in respect of those that will qualify under the proposed scheme.

He informed members that discussion was currently ongoing with the Department of Finance and Personnel about new financial incentives for householders to install or upgrade cavity wall and loft insulation which it was hoped many householders would take advantage of.  He stated that the installation of cavity wall and loft insulation was subject to control under the Building Regulations and whilst there was no charge in respect of the insulation of existing cavity walls, a minimum fee of £60.00 was chargeable for that of lofts.

The HBC stated that Mr White, Chief Building Control Officer for the Northern Group of Councils had taken legal advice with regard to the legality of a decision to grant exemption, which concluded that it was legally possible for Council, in the exercise of its statutory discretion in the administration of the Building (Prescribed Fees) Regulations 1997, to exempt this work from fees.

He stated however, that it would still be necessary to make application to Building Control for approval, in order that a Completion Certificate can be issued following the satisfactory completion of work in order to recoup the financial incentive.

After discussion, 


Councillor McAllister proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That Council would waive the Building Regulations fees for loft insulation or upgrading of loft insulation in roof spaces in respect of those who would qualify under the proposed scheme from April 2010 until March 2015.”

Change of Applicant for Existing Entertainments Licence

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would approve a change of applicant, to Mrs C Mulholland, for the existing Entertainments Licence for the Saffron Bar, Glenariff.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,


“That Building Control Report be adopted.”

09/21:07
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Health and Enforcement Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Councillor C McShane left the meeting at this point.

Antiviral Distribution Points

The HEE stated that a request had been received from the HSCB for District Councils to provide assistance with the distribution of antiviral to the public in the unlikely situation that community pharmacies were unable to cope.
After discussion, this was agreed.

Councillor M Black enquired about Japanese Knotweed in Council grounds in Ballycastle.

Councillor McMullan also enquired about the presence of this at Cushendall Beach.

After discussion, it was agreed that the HEE and HTS would look into the Japanese Knotweed at Quay Road Ballycastle and the beach, Cushendall.
After further discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report be adopted.”
09/21:08
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
Village Renewal

The HDS stated that an application was being prepared for submission to North East Rural Development for Moyle District Council to administer measure 3.4 Village Renewal for the whole of the North East rural region. She stated that this would include employing a full-time Facilitator for a two year period, who would work with the communities of the villages to assist them to develop their village plans, to make applications for funding and to implement the projects which their plans have identified. 

The HDS stated that the level of funding was 75% and 20% of costs can be made up from associated costs for Moyle accommodating the officer while the remaining 5% would be invoiced to the other Councils in the Rural Development cluster. 

She stated that a similar approach was being taken by the other Councils to run a number of strategic programmes from which Moyle would also benefit.
Councillors C & P McShane returned to the meeting at this point.

In reply to Councillor McAllister, the HDS stated that villages involved had been named and that there were four in each area.  She stated that there would also be basic services available for those who did not benefit from the village renewal.
In reply to Councillor McIlroy the HDS stated that within Village Renewal there would be assistance and budget available for specific services such as research or architect services etc.

In reply to Councillor M Black, the HDS stated that village plans required a lot of work and that some villages had smaller needs where other areas of funding could be identified.
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would agree to meet the costs associated with providing accommodation for a facilitator to run the Village Renewal programme for the North East Rural Development Cluster.

Bushmills Library 

The meeting continued in committee.

The HDS outlined the current position regarding proposals for the former Bushmills Library, including correspondence received from interested parties.
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would continue on their own with their plans for the development of the Bushmills Library site.  It was also agreed that letters would be sent to the two prospective developers to inform them of this decision.

The meeting continued out of committee.

Trading at Ballycastle Seafront on Halloween Night

The HDS stated that a request had been received from the owner of a chip van, who wished to trade on Council property at Ballycastle seafront, during the Council’s Halloween activities on the evening of Saturday 31st October 2009.

She informed members that in previous years such trading had not been permitted unless it was felt that it contributed to the positive family friendly atmosphere of the event, and so the only trading was of small glow sticks.

The HDS stated that the purpose of the Council’s Halloween activities was to provide a free family event for the public, where parents were not pressurised to purchase items.  
After discussion, it was agreed to limit trading at Ballycastle seafront during Council’s Halloween activities to the minimum and only those items which were judged to enhance family entertainment.

Seeding Grant Application – Bushmills Village Forum

The HDS stated that the Bushmills Village Forum was set up in October 2008 with the aim to promote the benefit of the inhabitants of Bushmills and district by associating the statutory bodies, voluntary organisations and the inhabitants in a common effort.  She informed members that the group had applied for a Seeding Grant which would contribute towards set up costs, including printing and stationery for promotional materials relating to activities of the Village Forum and promotion of the Community Plan. 
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the seeding grant application for Bushmills Village Forum.

Community Grants Assessment Panel 2008/09

The HDS stated that at the Council meeting of 25th February 2008 it was agreed that the Community Grants Assessment Panel would be made up of one Councillor from each of the electoral areas plus the Chair and Vice Chairperson (during their terms).  She informed members that this gave a total of five councillors and two officers making up the panel to assess applications and make recommendations to Council.

She stated that following decisions taken at the Annual General Meeting of 23rd June 2009 and Council Meeting of 27th July 2009 the Community Grants Assessment now included a total of seven councillors.  She outlined current members.
After discussion, Councillors M Black and Harding agreed to come off the Community Grants Assessment Panel.

Councillor McIlroy stated that he no longer wished to sit on the panel as he had found it to be unfair last year.

Councillor P McShane stated that criteria had been laid down and had been followed.

The HDS stated that the panel reviewed the criteria and therefore members should take their places.

Councillors M Black and McIlroy left the meeting at this point.
The Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure

The HDS stated that the Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure (NIMDM) 2005, also known as the ‘Noble’ measures was the current measure of spatial distribution of deprivation in Northern Ireland.  She informed members that the 2005 measures of deprivation provide information on seven types or ‘domains’ of deprivation (income; employment; health deprivation and disability; education, skills and training; proximity to services; crime and disorder; and living environment) and an overall measure of multiple deprivation comprising a weighted combination of the 7 domains.  She stated that the Government departments had recommended that the NIMDM 2005 which was based mostly on data relating to 2003 was now updated.  

The HDS stated that the NISRA (The Northern Ireland Statistics & Research Agency) had commenced this work, however the update was limited to temporal updating of the indicators and domains used in the NI Multiple Deprivation Measure (NIMDM) research in 2005.  She stated that any significant revisions outside this framework would not be considered as part of this update, instead a fuller methodological review of the measures would follow after publication of the small area results from the 2011 Census.

The HDS stated that a consultation document setting out how the measures were being updated was available from the Development Office should any member wish to view this.  She informed members that if members have any comments to make on this document please forward these to the Development Office before the consultation deadline of 6 November 2009.
Councillor P McShane stated that there were pockets of deprivation and that these were not defined properly and the figures were skewed due to this.  He stated that the system was discriminatory against rural dwellers.  He stated that the pockets were a problem.
Councillor McMullan agreed with these comments and stated that the PPS21 criteria for planning also needed to be considered for deprivation and rural communities.  He stated that Council were to have planning issues in the future under their control and that deprivation levels would have a big impact.
Councillor C McShane stated that there would be bigger wards under RPA and therefore the figures would be more skewed.  She stated that this should be carried out on townlands instead of wards.

The HDS stated that comments should be in before the 6th and that these could then be considered.
After discussion, it was agreed that comments would be given to the HDS regarding the Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure and that this would be reported back to Council at the next meeting.
Lammas Fair Terms of Reference

The HDS stated that the Lammas Fair was identified in the Ballycastle Town Partnership’s Plan as an opportunity and partners were identified as the BTP, DSD, MDC and NITB.

The HDS stated that the Ballycastle Town Partnership had been developing a Draft Terms of Reference for the Lammas Fair; she stated that the aim of this document was to undertake a comprehensive review of all aspects of the Fair. 

She informed members that the Partnership were now seeking comments from other partners to help develop this document further. She stated that a copy of the Draft Terms of Reference was attached for members.

Councillor Harding stated that she was under the understanding that there was to be a meeting following the Lammas Fair or a report from the HEE.

Councillor McIlroy stated that he had been awaiting a report.

After discussion, it was agreed that the HEE would be asked to report to members on the 2009 Lammas Fair.
Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting.

Councillor McIlroy referred to point 3.8 and enquired about the prices for the committee rooms and main halls.

After discussion, it was agreed that the HDS would bring back information on the prices of the main hall and committees rooms for Bushmills and Mosside community centres.

Councillor McDonnell left the meeting at this point.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,


“That the Development Services report be adopted.”
09/21:09
INTERIM REPORT FOR THE TECHNICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

The HTS stated that at the meeting of 10th August 2009, the Planning Service NI had asked for a Land Contamination Report to be completed on the above site before a decision on the development could be made. He informed members that Council agreed to complete this report at a cost of £7,520. The HTS stated that the Planning Service had subsequently indicated that this element could be put through the process as a negative condition on the outline application therefore not requiring the report until full planning permission would be sought.

He stated that further correspondence from the Planning Service had now stated that a Flood Risk Assessment was required and was a necessary requirement for outline planning permission. He stated that two quotations had been received from RPS and McCloy Consulting to undertake this assessment at a cost of £6,350 + VAT and £4,800 + VAT respectively.
He stated that an extended deadline of 21st November 2009 had been agreed to submit this information.

He informed members that it was recommended to proceed with the Flood Risk Assessment report and then awaiting the Planning Services decision. He stated that without Planning Permission the land was worth considerably less money.

After discussion, it was agreed that McCloy Consulting be appointed to complete the Flood Risk Assessment Report for the price of £4,800 plus VAT.

09/21:10
REPORT ON PLOUGHING MATCH


(Requested by Councillor Graham)


Councillor Graham stated that the Council had agreed not to change the buffet lunch to a donation towards a dinner.  He informed members that this was the first time in 66 years that Council had let the association down to such an extent.  He stated that Council should feel disgraced.  He stated that they had not been asking for one extra penny just a change of menu.

Councillor C McShane stated that she had spoken to Councillor William King and explained that if this change had been made that it would no longer be a Council reception but rather a financial contribution.  She stated that Council had taken away the Voluntary Contribution function and that they never gave out financial contributions rather they sanctioned civic receptions.  She informed members that Councillor King had been appreciative of Council’s hospitality.  She stated that any Council should now move on.


Councillor Graham stated that he still felt that this was a disgrace.


Councillor McMullan stated that Council had been right to make this decision.  He informed members that Community Festivals were being run on a shoestring.  He stated that he felt that it was not entirely correct to ask Council to change the civic reception.

Councillors McConaghy and Harding left the meeting at this point.


Councillor McCambridge offered her condolences on the death of Councillor Liz Johnston who was buried last week.  She stated that she had been a very hard working and enthusiastic individual and that her work would have a long lasting effect.
09/21:11
CONFERENCES, COURSES
Northern Ireland Policing Board, Partnership Working, Together making a difference.  To be held on 17th November in the Slieve Donard Hotel, Newcastle. 

There were no nominations for the above Conference.
09/21:12 
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 

and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985


There were no Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985.
09/21:13
Sealing of Documents
There were no documents for signing and sealing.

09/21:14
Correspondence
Letter dated 7th October 2009 from Northern Ireland Water regarding sewage infrastructure in Ballycastle
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 7th October 2009 from the Department for Regional Development regarding the contract for the Rathlin Island Ballycastle Ferry Service

This letter was noted.

Letter dated 11th October 2009 from the Department for Social Development regarding State Pension Charges: Six Month Countdown
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 13th October 2009 from Nenagh Town Council inviting members to visit Nenagh in the near future
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would accept the invitation from Nenagh Town Council and that a suitable date would be agreed upon and brought back to Council.
Tiny Life
Councillor C McShane congratulated Mr Chris McAuley on his completion of the Dublin Marathon for the charity Tiny Life.  She informed members that this was the third marathon he had completed this year.

Remembrance Sunday
Councillor McIlroy stated in relation to Remembrance Sunday the normal wreaths would be laid at Ballycastle and Bushmills.

This was agreed.
The meeting concluded at 22:05pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE

PAGE  
6


26th October 2009

