MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 27TH APRIL 2009 AT 7.00 PM

In the Chair:
Councillor W Graham
Members Present:
Councillors M Black, O Black, S Blaney, G Hartin, C McCambridge, A P McConaghy, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan, C McShane, P McShane, C Newcombe. 

Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services
Mr P Mawdsley, Head of Environmental Health and Enforcement
Mr D Kelly, Head of Building Control
Mrs E Mulholland, Head of Development
Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
Mr D Wilmont, CC&T Ltd

Ms J McMath, Planning Office

09/10:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Harding and McAllister.
Chairman’s Business
Councillor Graham referred to the disturbance at the previous meeting and he informed members that before he proceeded he wished the Councillor concerned to make a public apology to the Councillors and staff.
Councillor P McShane stated that he had made notification that he wished to say something.  He informed members that two weeks ago he had used a poor selection of vocabulary and he wished to apologise to his Council colleagues, Staff, visitors present and press.

In reply to Councillor Graham, Councillor P McShane stated that he considered the Chair one of his Council colleagues.  He informed members that he had also made a phone call to the Chairman to make apologies.  He stated that this was all he had to say on the matter.

Councillor M Black stated that if language such as this had been used in the workplace there would be a dismissal on the grounds of gross misconduct.  She informed members that it had been a disgrace.

Councillor McIlroy agreed with these comments and stated that this kind of language should never be used again.  He informed members that if this was a genuine apology it should be accepted.

Councillor McConaghy stated that this display had brought the Council into great disrepute with the other 25 district councils and that if this was not dealt with our reputation would be damaged.  He stated that there should be some kind of sanction taken.
Councillor McMullan stated that Council should move on now due to what had been said and informed members that he felt that other Councils had no right to hold Moyle District Council in disrepute.

Councillor Graham stated that he had been at the Guild Hall in Derry following this and was disappointed to hear that this news had travelled so far in so short a time as he had been approached by the Mayor of Coleraine regarding the matter.  He informed members that the Councillors in past years had had their troubles and differences but as a Council had always been a model of working together.  He stated that there had never been any sectarianism or bigotry and that lessons could be learned from this.
Councillor C McShane entered the meeting at this point.

Councillor P McShane stated that he knew his conduct had not been positive but informed members that it had been an important issue and reflected on the Chair that he had not been allowed to speak.
Councillor Graham stated that the agenda was his responsibility and informed members that he never wished to hear language like this ever again.

Councillor McMullan stated that the meeting should now move on.  He informed members that he appreciated what was being said but stated that there was no sense in going on any further.
Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

Councillor Graham stated that with caution he would accept Councillor P McShane’s apology and move the meeting on.

Armoy Road Racing Club
The HTLS stated that at the Audit and Governance Working Group a request had been made for a meeting to be held with Mr Bill Kennedy regarding the Armoy Road Race.  He informed members that having contacted Mr Kennedy he was happy to come along.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Chair and Vice Chair would agree a suitable meeting with the Armoy Road Racing Club.
09/10:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23rd MARCH 2009
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23rd March 2009 having been circulated, was taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23rd March 2009 be adopted.”

09/10:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24 NOVEMBER 2008

Dumping at Cairns, Cushendall

Councillor McMullan stated that Council had been asked to investigate illegal dumping at Cairns, Cushendall.  He informed members that he had been approached by the local resident’s group who had been surprised to hear of dumping in the area.  He stated that having walked the ground with the officer there was no sign of dumping, just remnants of a fire from the previous year. 

Councillor O Black stated that she had reported dumping at the site as requested by residents facing the site.  She informed members that the site was to be cleared up as it was unsightly.
09/10:04
TO MEET WITH DON WILMONT FROM CAUSEWAY COAST AND GLENS 

TOURISM LTD
Mr Wilmont thanked members for the opportunity to speak about the role and work of the Partnership.
He informed members that the RTP had been established in 2006 and covered 8 local authorities; Moyle, Larne, Coleraine, Limavady, Ballymena, Carrickfergus, Ballymoney and Newtownabbey.  He stated that there were 12 public sector and 12 private sector board members.  He outlined the Board membership.

He stated that engagement and partnership with the private sector was one of the key successes of the RTP.  He outlined regular engagements such as Hotel Sector Meetings, B&B Sector Meetings, Self Catering Sector Meetings, E-Marketing Workshops, Tidinet training, Welcome Host training, Business Advice and Members Newsletters.
Mr Wilmont outlined the key areas of activities for the RTP which included product development, visitor screening, industry engagement, marketing communications and research.

He also outlined current product development including Biker Tourism, Food Tourism - Menu of Moyle, Myths and Legends Trail, mixed pairs golf competition, Lower Bann development programme, Causeway Coastal Route technical study, Interreg IV – 1.5 million Euro Tourism Initiative partnering Donegal County Council and Solway Firth.
Councillor P McShane entered the meeting at this point.

Mr Wilmont discussed the core publications with members.  These included the main guide distributed worldwide; a pocket guide distributed worldwide, ROI and domestic TIC network.  Four language guides were also produced, cycling guides, golf guides, Causeway Coastal Route Maps and an angling guide.  He stated that it was policy to always have the Giant’s Causeway on the front cover.  Mr Wilmont informed members that there were additional publications which were funded.

Mr Wilmont outlined the Causeway Coast & Glens Representation and discussed with members the World Heritage Site Management Group, Northern Workforce Development Forum and DEL Skills Action Group.  He discussed the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust and informed members that 60% of visitors stated that the reason for their visit to the area was the landscape.  He informed members that there was a balance to be achieved of protecting the environment and promoting the area.  He stated that there were three AONB groups, an NITB Brand Advisory Group, NITB, Causeway Coast and Glens Tourism Masterplan Review Group, CANN Activity Network and outdoor recreation forum.
Mr Wilmont stated that within the Marketing Communication department there were 20 – 25 trade and consumer platforms across the world.  He informed members that in terms of advertising there would be joint campaigns with P&O European Ferries (GB), Tourism Ireland and Republic of Ireland campaigns tied in with NITB.  He showed members examples of advertising campaigns and online advertising.
Mr Wilmont referred to the website and stated that this was a way of reaching a larger market.  He informed members that all Causeway Coast and Glens members had their individual website page and that this site had 145,000 unique visitors per year.  He stated that the accommodation section had 119 properties within the Moyle area and that camping and caravans also featured in the top ten popular pages.  Mr Wilmont stated that there was a dedicated page on the website for the Moyle District highlighting key attractions and Events.

PR and Familiarisation visits were discussed with Mr Wilmont informing members that there had been 80 of these visits from April 08 to January 09 and that over 90% visited the Moyle area.  He informed members that there had been a six page spread in the Dutch press featuring the Moyle area.
Mr Wilmont discussed with members sources of funding for the Causeway Coast and Glens, followed by the importance of Tourism to the region and Moyle District Council.  He informed members that in Moyle for the year 2007-08 there were 2.9 million visitors, with 3.2 million visitor days with a spend of £108 million.

The benefits of RTP membership were laid out including membership of Board and Management Committee, input into direction of RTP and marketing strategy for the region, 50% financial support for local authority advertising campaigns outside Northern Ireland. An opportunity for all local authorities to partner Causeway Coast and Glens to provide bespoke local authority research.  Access to 50% match funding for advertising for Private Sector outside Northern Ireland.  Inclusion in familiarisation trips for journalists and tour operators.  Access to training workshops, access to the photographic library and business advice including research findings.
Mr Wilmont outlined the future work programme for the coming twelve months, including continued development of food tourism within the region incorporating Menu of Moyle.  Continued development of the Causeway Coastal Route Infrastructure.  Further development of the website, increased package development to bring additional product to the market place.  Development of biker tourism including the Armoy Armada.  Bid to DARD Rural Tourism Programme and to lead on the tourism element of Interreg IV programme.

Councillor Graham thanked Mr Wilmont for his presentation.
Councillor M Black stated that the publications were excellent and congratulated Mr Wilmont on the advertising.  She enquired about B&B sector meetings and informed members that it was felt that there was not enough communication with the B&Bs.  She stated that they would like meetings and forums set up.
Mr Wilmont stated that this had been set up in the last 6 months.  He informed members that in the last 3 – 4 weeks the NITB had set up sessions on IT skills.

Councillor M Black stated that Council should be supporting this kind of initiative and informed members that there was a sense of isolation between seasons for the B&B owners.
The HTLS stated that the failing within Council had been that there was no dedicated Tourist Officer but informed members that this would change with the appointment next month.
Councillor McMullan enquired if Mr Wilmont felt that there was enough tourist accommodation in the Moyle area.
Mr Wilmont stated that he felt that that there was not sufficient bed space for tourists but that there were factors which had slowed growth including seasonality and the peripheral location.  He informed members that there was need for the 25% growth before 2013.  He stated that the demand was not as high for self catering or single unit accommodation.
Councillors C & P McShane left the meeting at this point.

Councillor McIlroy stated that the funding from NITB had been cut by 34%.  He stated that this was a disappointment as there were nine Councils on the Causeway Coast and Glens and this would provide only £8,000 each.  He informed members that hopefully the recession would kick start tourism closer to home.

In reply to Councillor O Black, Mr Wilmont stated that advice could be sought from RTP and that they were happy to point people in the direction of individuals who could help.

Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.
Councillor M Black stated that the lack of bed space in Moyle was a major problem as events could not be encouraged due to having no bed space.  She stated that this was a big issue within planning.
Councillor Newcombe stated that this was also the case on Rathlin, he stated that growth was not allowed to continue.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Mr Wilmont stated that Causeway Coast and Glens did lend support to tourist developments in terms of planning applications by sending letters of support.

Councillor Graham thanked Mr Wilmont for attending and he left the meeting at this point.
09/10:05
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Councillor Graham welcomed Ms Julie McMath, Planning Officer to the meeting.
Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting.

E/2007/0151/F  Mr M McVicker, C/O Neu Design Activists, 10a Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, land adjacent to 140 Whitepark Road, Ballintoy.  Proposed new dwelling for retired farmer.

E/2007/0422/F  McFall Construction, 196 Whitepark Road, Dunseverick, Bushmills, BT57 8SR.  Location, lands south of Dalriada Crescent/Dalriada Park, East of St Aloysius High School, North of RNLI station, Coast Road, Cushendall.  Proposed erection of a marina incorporating office, shop and managers accommodation, extension to pier, car parking, breakwater wall, pontoons for 200 boats, relocation of 26 no. caravans and associated site works (Receipt of Addendum to Environmental Statement with amended plans)
E/2008/0204/F  A McHendry, C/O Diamond Design Studio.  Location, 38 Dunamallaght Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed single garage.

E/2008/0211/F  Pollock Developments Ltd, C/O 20/20 Chartered Architects Ltd, 9A Linenhall Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6DP.  Location, 279 Whitepark Road, Bushmills.  Proposed refurbishment, extension to rear and store and garage.

E/2008/0267/A  Millrest Youth Hostel, 49 Main Street, Bushmills, BT57 8QA.  Location, 53 Main Street, Bushmills.  Proposed shop sign.

E/2008/0299/RM  Mr A Patterson, Site 27 Castlewood Park, Dervock, BT53 8DA.  Location, land adjacent to 73 Ballykenver Road, Armoy.  Proposed new dwelling and garage.

E/2008/0301/RM  M Roddy, 40 Strandview Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6AJ.  Location, Ballyvargan House 75m East of Mount Grand, Church Quarter, Rathlin Island.  Proposed demolition of existing abandoned dwelling and removal of 2 existing caravans, construction of replacement 3 bedroom single storey retirement dwelling.

E/2008/0350/F  Mr & Mrs M McLean, 63 Haw Road, Bushmills.  Location, 63 Haw Road, Bushmills.  Proposed replacement dwelling.

There were no objections to the above eight applications, they were recommended for approval.
E/2008/0354/F  Mr G O’Mullan, 139 Moyarget Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6HL.  Location, 139 Moyarget Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement dwelling.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being contrary to policies CTY1 and CTY3 of draft planning policy statement 21, as the dwelling which it was proposed to replace was an important element in the landscape of traditional vernacular style and was capable of being made structurally sound and improved.
Councillor McIlroy requested an Office Meeting for this application for additional information.
This was agreed.

Councillors C & P McShane returned to the meeting

E/2008/0361/F  Mr McNeill, C/O Agent.  Location, 140 metres south west of junction of Clady Road and Loughareema Road, Cushendun.  Proposed self catering holiday cottage.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.
E/2008/0380/LB  Mr K Bolton, Strandmore House, 55 Causeway Street, Portrush, BT56 8AD.  Location Kiln Building at Bonnar Mill, Adjacent to 4 Bridge Street, Bushmills.  Proposed redevelopment and alteration of derelict kiln building to provide 2 no. three bedroom dwellings and reconstruction of Mill Wheel.

E/2008/0381/F  Mr K Bolton, Strandmore House, 55 Causeway Street, Portrush, BT56 8AD.  Location Kiln Building at Bonnar Mill, Adjacent to 4 Bridge Street, Bushmills.  Proposed redevelopment and alteration of derelict kiln building to provide 2 no. three bedroom dwellings and reconstruction of Mill Wheel.

Ms McMath stated that these applications were recommended for refusal due to being contrary to Policy BH 8 of the Department’s Planning Policy Statement 6: Planning, Archaeology and the Built Heritage, in that the building is listed and that the alterations would, if permitted, detract from its appearance/character and result in the loss of its historic integrity by reason of damage to the existing window openings and internal cross walls.  
She stated that it would also prejudice the safety and convenience of road users since it would not be possible to provide adequate sight visibility splays.
Councillor Graham requested an Office Meeting for this application to provide additional information.

This was agreed.

E/2008/0383/F  Corrymeela Centre, 8 Drumaroan Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6QU.  Location, 80m SW of 5 Drumaroan Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed 15kw wind turbine on a 20m tower.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2009/0001/O  Mr & Mrs R W Gordon, 9 Coolderry Lane, Loughran Road, Coleraine, BT52 1UL.  Location, adjacent to 109 Straid Road, Bushmills.  Proposed new dwelling and garage.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to no demonstration of exception to policy, erosion of rural character and no possibility of provision of adequate sight visibility splays where the proposed access joined the Straid Road.

Councillor O McMullan requested an Office Meeting for this application to provide additional information.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0003/F  Rev G Graham, Parish of Dunluce, Dunluce Rectory, 17 Priestland Road, Bushmills, BT57 8QP.  Location, St John The Baptist of Dunluce Priestland Road, Bushmills.  Proposed extension and renovations to existing church.

There were no objections to the above application it was recommended for approval.
E/2009/0005/F  Mr McConaghie, C/O Agent.  Location, site adjacent to 101 Carnbore Road, Liscolman, Bushmills.  Proposed two storey dwelling with special facilities for wheel chair user.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to failure to demonstrate sufficient case of need, lack on integration, detrimental to rural character and unsatisfactory access arrangements.

Councillor Graham requested an Office Meeting for this application to provide additional information.

After discussion, this was agreed.

E/2009/0018/F  Mr C McDonnell, C/O agent.  Location, 94m SE from Glassmullan Road, Glenariff.  Proposed new free range poultry house for 19,000 birds max.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to the Glassmullan Road being unsuitable for the vehicles which would be attracted to the site. 

Councillor O Black requested an Office Meeting with Roads Service in attendance to discuss this matter.  

Councillor McMullan stated that there were lorries using this road at the present time in order to service farms on the road with meal etc.

Councillor McDonnell agreed with these comments.

After discussion an Office Meeting was agreed.

E/2009/0023/O  Mr & Mrs R McAllister, 30 Drumnagee Road, Bushmills.  Proposed site for country style farm dwelling and detached garage.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to the farm business not being established for over six years, lack of integration, detrimental to rural character and no provision for adequate sight visibility splays at Moycraig Road.
Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

Councillor McIlroy requested that an Office Meeting be held to provide additional information.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0033/O  Mr M Quinn, 31 Cushlake Road, Cushendun.  Location 190 m SW of 35 Gaults Road, Cushendun.  Proposed site for single dwelling.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to no demonstration of exception to policy.

Councillor McDonnell requested that this application be deferred for one month to allow for additional information.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0034/O  Mr W Smyth, 5 Drones Road, Armoy, Ballycastle.  Location, adjacent to 3 Drones Road, Armoy.  Proposed site for dwelling and domestic garage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to no demonstration of exception to policy, being detrimental to the setting of settlement, ancillary works would not integrate and detrimental to the rural character, premature to the draft Northern Area Plan, intensification of use of an existing access onto a protected route, failure to provide adequate sight visibility splays on the Drones Road and loss of vegetation.
Councillor Graham stated that this proposed development was in the village of Armoy within the speed limit signs.

Ms McMath stated that this was within the countryside according to planning policy.

Councillor McIlroy requested that an Office Meeting be held to provide additional information.

Ms McMath stated that this application could be deferred but an Office Meeting could not be permitted due to prematurity.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she felt that this development would be infill.

After further discussion, it was agreed that the application would be deferred for one month.

Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.

E/2009/0045/O  Mr & Mrs J McCaughan, 3 Magheramore Road, Ballycastle.  Location, approximately 40m SE of 3 Magheramore Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement dwelling.
There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2009/0048/F  Mr & Mrs R McKeegan, 121 Tromra Road, Cushendun, BT44 0ST.  Location, garage adjoining 121 Tromra Road, Cushendun.  Proposed conversion of existing double garage/storage to self catering chalet for tourists.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to no demonstration of exception to policy and no case of need.

Councillor McMullan stated that the Council had heard this evening about the need for tourist accommodation in the Moyle area.  He informed members that Council had always struggled with what was exception to policy.  He stated that the need had been expressed by the RTP tonight.  He requested an Office Meeting for additional information.
Ms McMath stated that the department had requested additional information which had not been forthcoming regarding the case of need.  She informed members that this building had also not been built according to plans as a garage and had never been used as a garage.  She stated that it had been her understanding that there was no need for single units

Councillor P McShane stated that the gentleman from the RTP had stated that single unit accommodation was not top of the list but that there was still room to grow .
Councillor C McShane stated that the Planning Service were the biggest obstacle to the approval of tourist related developments.  She informed members that in the current economic situation leeway was required to promote employment and boost the construction industry.

Ms McMath stated that each application was examined on its own merits.

Mrs McKeegan present in the public gallery was given permission to speak.

Mrs McKeegan stated that at Easter they had to turn people away from their B&B.  She stated that the garage was never used and they wished to turn this into a dwelling for additional space for their B&B.  She informed members that there had been comments made to her of how people would love to come and stay there and she asked why when there was demand should this application be refused.  She stated that local people should be supported and informed members that they were putting their own money into this business to try to keep a roof over their heads.
Councillor McMullan stated that there was a lack of consistency as a similar application in the same area was approved at item 10 on the agenda.

Ms McMath stated that she would defer the application for one month for additional information.

After discussion this was agreed and it was also agreed that the whole council was in agreement to back this application.

E/2009/0053/O  Mr & Mrs W Snelling, C/O BBA Brian Baird Architect, 10 Fernmoyle Drive, Coleraine.  Location, site opposite No. 20 Cozies Road, Castlecatt, Bushmills.  Proposed replacement private dwelling.
Councillor Graham stated that this location was much safer that the suggested one as it was on a bad bend.  He informed members that the father of the applicant was in the public gallery and would like to speak.
This was agreed.

Mr Snelling thanked members and requested an Office Meeting with the architect to bring forward further information.
This was agreed.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being contrary to CTY1 and CTY3 of DPPS21, sustainable development in the countryside in that the replacement dwelling is not sited within the established cartilage of the existing dwelling and prominence in the landscape.

Applications Deferred from Previous Meeting
E/2006/0297/O  Mr B Hunter, C/O GM Design Associates, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, land adjoining 286 Whitepark Road, Carnkirk, Bushmills.  Proposed site for dwelling.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to prematurity in relation to DNAP as it applies to the distinctive setting of the World Heritage Site.  No demonstration of exception to policy, ribbon development and a detrimental impact in the World Heritage Site.

In reply to Councillor McConaghy, Ms McMath stated that an Office Meeting could not be permitted due to this being the second time this application was returned to Council and that prematurity was an issue.

Councillor McConaghy stated that planning permission had expired and that he felt badly done by.  He informed members that the applicant had not been aware when he went back to Canada that the planning permission would expire.
Councillors C & P McShane left the meeting at this point.

Ms McMath stated that this was only outline permission and not a full application.  She informed members that a refusal notice could be issued or the applicant could withdraw.

After further discussion, it was agreed that Council did not agree with the Planning Office’s decision for this application.

E/2006/0341/F  Carneyhaugh Properties Ltd, Room 23, 2nd floor, Scottish Mutual Building, 16 Donegal Square South, Belfast, BT1 5JS.  Location, 49 Market Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed change of use from car showroom and workshop with minor alterations to building to provide class 1 retail unit.

Councillors C & P McShane returned to the meeting.

E/2006/0398/O  Mr J O’Kane, 115 Layde Road, Cushendall.  Location, 50 m south of 87 Layde Road, Cushendall.  Proposed site for farm retirement dwelling.
E/2007/0007/F  Mr J McCormick, C/O Diamond Design Studio, 2D The Diamond, Ballycastle, BT54 6AW.  Location, approximately 400 meters NNW of 26 Stroan Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement dwelling

There were no objections to the above three applications they were recommended for approval.

Appeal  Decisions Notified
E/2005/0436/F  Mr Archibald, 197 Straid Road, Bushmills.  Location, 197 Straid Road, Bushmills.  Proposed erection of replacement dwelling and domestic garage.

Withdrawn.

E/2005/0506/O  Mr N Cusack, land at Stroan Road, 230m north of 100 Hillside Road, Armoy.  Proposed site for new dwelling and garage.

Dismissed.

E/2006/0135/O  Mr W Smyth, land approximately 600m NE of Knockmore Road, Mosside.  Proposed site for dwelling and domestic garage.  Renewal of approval.

Withdrawn.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Office Meetings would be held on Thursday 7th May 2009.
In reply to Councillor McConaghy, Ms McMath stated that the planning application for Main Street, Bushmills was still being negotiated with EHS.  She stated that she hoped that this would be brought to the next council meeting.

Councillor McMullan enquired about applications which had been previously refused due to PPS14 and asked if these applications would be looked at again or if it was up to the applicant to re-submit.
Ms McMath stated that this would be up to the applicant to re-submit.

Councillor McDonnell left the meeting at this point.
After discussion, it was agreed that the Office Meetings would take place on 7th May 2009 and also that the second meeting in May would be held on 18th May due to the bank holiday.
09/10:06
BUILDING CONTROL REPORT


The Building Control Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

New Street Name

The HBC stated that Golf Club Lane had been officially allocated by Ballymoney Borough Council as a new street name for this laneway which accessed off the Ballinlea Road, within the Ballymoney Borough Council area.  He informed members that it had also been issued with an official postcode.
The HBC stated that the last section of the laneway was within Moyle District Council, currently serving 4 no. dwellings.  He informed members that it was now proposed to re-address and number these properties off Golf Club Lane.
After discussion, it was agreed to re-address and number the four dwellings within Moyle District Council off the Golf Club Lane.

Requests for Bilingual Street Nameplates

The HBC stated that correspondence had now been received from Queens University, School of Irish Studies, confirming the Irish language translations for the first set of streets/roads which had applied for bi-lingual nameplates. He informed members that this information had been passed to Technical Services Department to facilitate the ordering of signage.

The HBC outlined applications which were currently in the process of being surveyed, with the exception of two, which were currently awaiting legal opinion in respect of trilingual signage.
He informed members that further applications had been received and outlined the streets/roads involved.  He stated however, that due to the previous number of applications and the limited amount of budget allocated these may have to be put on hold until additional budgetary funds become available.
Councillor McDonnell stated that he felt that this was a waste of money.

After discussion,


Councillor McDonnell proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy,

“That signs should be clear and contain only information relating to the Northern Ireland Ordinance Survey for directions.”

Councillor McMullan stated that this issue had been discussed for two to three years and that it had now got to the stage whereby it had been agreed and money was in the budget.  He asked for the Clerk’s comments on the matter.

The Clerk stated that Council had adopted this policy and provision for dual language.  He stated that in effect Councillor McDonnell’s proposal was setting this policy aside.  He informed members that the first batch had been agreed by Council and surveyed with a positive result.  He stated that the second set were yet to be surveyed and that the third set would have to be left until the following years budget.
Councillor P McShane stated that this could be open to a legal challenge and informed members that the legislation had been agreed and that the budget was agreed at the rates meeting.
Councillor C McShane stated that the process had been agreed and that there was no need to report on this and that the process should move on.
Councillor McMullan stated that these signs were also across the board with Ulster Scots being applied for.  He informed members that in light of this discussion and the correspondence from the Ulster Scots Network he felt that a representative should be invited to give Council a presentation

Councillor C Newcombe agreed with these comments.

After discussion, this was agreed.

After further discussion, it was agreed that with regard to bi-lingual street nameplates, plates would be ordered for the first set in the report, the second set would be surveyed and legal opinion would be sought in respect of the tri-lingual signs and that the third set would be deferred until the new budget in the next financial year.
Change of Applicants for Entertainments Licences
The HBC outlined change of applicants for Entertainments Licences;
Mr Oliver McMullan

The Central Bar

11 Cloghs Road


7 Bridge Street

Cushendall



Cushendall

Mr Gerard O’Neill


The Mariners Bar

22 Warren Park


7 Main Street

Glenariff



Glenariff

Councillor McMullan declared an interest.

After discussion, it was agreed that the change of applicants for Entertainments Licences in respect of the Central Bar, Cushendall and the Mariners Bar, Glenariff would be agreed.

After discussion,

Councillor McConaghy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That Building Control Report be adopted.”
Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

09/10:07
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Health and Enforcement Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Update on Warm Homes Scheme
The HEE stated that the Minister had announced that for the incoming year changes will be made to the Warm Homes Scheme.  He informed members that the 60 plus age restriction would be removed which would allow heating measures to be made available to all eligible applicants regardless of age.  He stated that this would now include the working fuel poor and young families in receipt of working tax credits.  He informed members that all applicants would also receive a benefit check.

The HEE stated that the Minister was also keen to introduce renewable technologies to the warm homes scheme, particularly in hard-to-heat rural homes.  He informed members that it was not envisaged that this scheme would be up and running before June.

Councillor Graham asked the papers to take note of this development.
Councillor McMullan enquired if an application was made on behalf of a disabled person if their family would be monitored to access their monetary standing.
The HEE stated that he was not 100 percent sure of the new criteria and informed Councillor McMullan that he would inform him of these details at a later stage.

Councillor Graham left the meeting.

Councillor C McShane stated that Moyle had the highest level of fuel poverty and asked if there was anything else that could be done to encourage more of an uptake.
The HEE stated that the warmer homes group were going to publicise this.

Dumping at Glenstaughey Road, Ballintoy
In response to Councillor C McShane, it was agreed that the HEE would look into dumping at the Glenstaughey Road, Ballintoy.
After further discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor O Black and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report be adopted.”
Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting at this point.

09/10:08
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

In the absence of the HDS, the Clerk delivered this report.
Peace 111
The Clerk stated that Councillors had received a copy of the draft ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ for the Peace 111 Programme some time ago and comments had previously been invited. 

He informed members that this document was the formal agreement which established a Joint Committee to implement the Peace 111 Programme under Priority 1 ‘Reconciling Communities’ Theme 1 ‘Building Positive Relations at Local Level’ in the North East Cluster participant Councils of Coleraine, Ballymena, Ballymoney, Larne, Limavady and Moyle Districts and Boroughs. 

He stated that this document now had to be signed and sealed by all the partner Councils to allow the Joint Committee to begin incurring expenditure. 

Councillor Graham returned to the meeting.

Councillor McDonnell voiced concerns regarding the constitution of the sub committee and informed members that decisions reached could be illegal if the group was not properly set up.

In reply to Councillor McDonnell the Clerk stated that he would check with the HDS on his query regarding the make up of the sub-committee.  He stated that he assumed that legal advice would have been taken before this document had been produced for signing and sealing.

Councillor P McShane left the meeting.

After discussion,


 Councillor McMullan proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,


“That the Memorandum of Understanding for Peace III be signed and sealed.”

Good Relations Grant Scheme
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the Good Relations Grant for the Bushmills Peace Group.
Request by Travelling Community for a meeting 

The Clerk stated that a traveller living locally, who co-facilitated recent Traveller Awareness training within Moyle District Council, had approached the Good Relations Officer to request a meeting with Councillors and Environmental Health staff prior to the commencement of the travelling community’s traditional movement annually into this area. He stated that the purpose of the meeting would be primarily in relation to having somewhere arranged for the Travellers to stay when they arrive. He informed members that the Director of An Munia Tober, a support organisation for Travellers, Mr Derek Hanaway, was willing to attend this meeting. 

The Clerk stated that the request came with the assurance that Travellers did not wish to irritate shop owners or local residents by pitching in unauthorised places, and as a follow-up to an informal commitment by some Councillors, who participated in the training, to look into this issue.

The Clerk stated that the Good Relations Officer had also spoken to the District Manager of the Northern Ireland Housing Executive in relation to roles and responsibilities for the provision of sites and services to the Travelling community. He informed members that it had been confirmed with the NIHE Traveller Unit in Belfast that the NIHE still had responsibility for provision of sites and that they were very keen to work in partnership with Councils under their "cooperation policy".

He stated that given that Travellers were a minority ethnic community and that our most recent Good Relations Audit identified that relations with Travellers was an issue that had not been addressed effectively locally and regionally.  It was recommended that Councillors respond positively to this request for a meeting

After discussion, 


Councillor C McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That Council take part in a meeting between Councillors, Environmental Health staff, the Northern Ireland Housing Executive PSNI and representatives of the Travelling Community.”
Community Festivals Fund

The Clerk stated that eleven applications, totalling £16,430, were received under the Community Festivals Fund Grant Programme, which had a total grant budget of £8,000. He informed members that a meeting of the Community Grants Assessment Panel would take place on Tuesday 21st April and the recommendations of the panel were distributed for final approval. He stated that the remaining £800 of the total budget would be used for training for capacity building for Community Festivals

After discussion, it was agreed to approve the recommendations of the Community Grants Assessment Panel re Community Festival Fund applications.

Rural Summer Scheme Grant Programme

The Clerk stated that eleven applications, to a value of £10,887, had been received from groups under the Rural Summer Scheme Grant Programme, which had a total budget of £6,800, and the recommendations of the Assessment Panel were distributed for final approval
It was agreed to approve recommendations of the Community Grants Assessment Panel re Rural Summer Scheme Grant Programme applications.

Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.
In reply to Councillor McDonnell, the Clerk stated that Council had agreed the criteria for this to be measured against.
Councillor McIlroy stated that Bushmills and Mosside had been excluded from the Community Festival Funds grants.

Councillor S Blaney stated that the panel could only go with the information provided on the application form.

Councillor O Black agreed and informed members that there was specific guidance for the completion of these forms and that it was up to each applicant to ensure that the form was fully completed.

Councillor McIlroy stated that the groups had been given a grant last year and asked what the difference was this year.  He informed members that this was a very big event in Bushmills and he felt that it was unfair that the residents had been excluded.
Councillor C McShane stated that she understood where he was coming from but informed members that the festivals involved were compared in terms of duration and content and that this application was up against applications for the Fleadh which was a full week and the Heart of the Glens Festival whereas the Bushmills application only lasted for 5 hours.
Councillor McIlroy stated that this switch on of the Christmas tree lights had grown and developed and now included neighbouring schools and music groups.

Councillor P McShane stated that similar groups lost out last year through the criteria.

The Clerk stated that he thought that the Community Services Officer would be happy to sit down with any groups to discuss the criteria
Councillor McMullan left the meeting at this point.

Draft Arts Events Programme

The Clerk outlined the Draft Arts Events Programme as detailed in the report.

After discussion, it was agreed to approve the draft Arts Events Programme for 2009 – 2010.
Ballintoy Summer Scheme
In reply to Councillor McDonnell, Councillor C McShane stated that the Community Relations Officer had met with members of the committee and a fun week had been arranged. She informed members that this was not under the festival fund.
After discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the Development Services report be adopted.”
09/10:09
NOMINATIONS TO THE GREAT OCTOBER FAIR, BALLINASLOE 2009
The Clerk stated that that there had been some dissatisfaction with the cost of the Shearwater Hotel in Ballinasloe and informed members that there had been opinions expressed that some members may not wish to use this accommodation again.  He informed members that he wished to gather details of which members wished to attend early so that alternative accommodation could be sorted out.
Councillor McCambridge stated that there was great disappointment in Ballinasloe with the way this issue had been highlighted and the fact that it had been in the press.

Councillor Graham stated that this was a matter for Council and informed members that a letter was to be sent to the Mayor of Ballinasloe from Council regarding this matter.

Councillor P McShane stated that this sort of thing happened all the time all over the world when there was an event prices would go up.  He stated that people could then vote with their feet.  He informed members that he had serious concerns about the way this had been handled.

Councillor C McShane left the meeting at this point.

After further discussion,

Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor O Black and resolved,

“That Councillors M Black, Blaney, Graham, McCambridge, McIlroy and McMullan would be nominated to attend the Great October Fair at Ballinasloe.”

Councillor Graham stated that he would only be in attendance if costs were reasonable.

Councillors M Black and McCambridge stated that they would arrange for their own accommodation.
09/10:10
RATHMOYLE
(Requested by Councillor P McShane)

Councillor P McShane stated that he would like to withdraw this item.

Councillor Graham informed members that there was to be a public meeting tomorrow night in the Marine Hotel at 7:30 and it was hoped that a committee could be formed to move this issue forward.
Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting.

09/10:11
NEW LEISURE FACILITY DISCUSSED RECENTLY BY CONSULTANTS
(Requested by Councillor McMullan)
Councillor McMullan stated that he was seeking clarification, he informed members that he had been confused by recent reports that there was a leisure facility planned for the Quay Road, Ballycastle and that Sheskburn would also be used as a leisure facility.  He stated that clarity on this issue was required and asked if there was indeed only one planned facility.

Councillor M Black stated that this issue had been clarified.

Councillor S Blaney agreed and informed members that the plan had been explained already by the HTLS.

The Clerk informed members that Rachel Fowler from Strategic Leisure would be attending the second meeting in May and that the plans would be discussed and signed off then for the Quay Road, Ballycastle. 

09/10:12
SIGNAGE TO CARRICK-A-REDE ROPE BRIDGE

(Requested by Councillor McConaghy)

Councillor McConaghy stated that Road Service were refusing to erect a road sign at the B146 for the Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge when this was supported by the NITB, Causeway Coast and Glens and National Trust.  He stated that this was wrong and could not be allowed to happen and informed members that he felt strongly that this was essential to the Causeway Coastal Route.
After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane and resolved,

“That a letter be sent to Roads Service to ask for their explanation as to why signage had not been erected for directions to Carrick-a-rede Rope Bridge.”

Councillor M Black informed members that she had met with Mr John Young from Roads Service along with the DPP and PSNI regarding Bayview Road, Ballycastle.  She informed members that this had been a very frustrating meeting with the upshot being that Roads Service were going to do a survey of the amount of cars using the road.  She stated that she felt that this was an unacceptable measure and urged Council to do something about the anti-social traffic issues at this location as residents were frightened to cross the road.
Councillor McMullan stated that the Community Safety Partnership would have a role to play.

Councillor C McShane stated that at a recent DPP meeting there was talk of a pressure group being established including DOE, DRD, Councillors and residents which would be led by the residents.

After discussion it was agreed that the HTS would report on anti-social behaviour in terms of car use at Bayview Road, Ballycastle.

Double Yellow Lines at the Giant’s Causeway
Councillor C McShane stated that she had meant to raise this issue under Chairman’s Business.

She requested that a letter be sent to Roads Service to ask for the removal of the double yellow line outside the dwellings on the Causeway Road.  She stated that the residents’ visitors were being ticketed and that they were in fear every time there was a visitor that this would happen.
After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to Roads Service to ask for the removal of the double yellow line outside the dwellings.
09/10:13
CONFERENCES, COURSES
There were no Conferences and Courses.



09/10:14 
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 
and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985
The Clerk stated applications had been received under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985 for the following:

Application for the transfer of the Licence for the Fullerton Arms, Ballintoy.

Application for transfer of an Intoxicating Liquor Licence for the Nook, Bushmills.

Application for grant of a Licence, CB Bars Ltd, Ballycastle.
There were no objections to the above applications
09/10:15
Sealing of Documents
After discussion,


 Councillor McMullan proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,


“That the Memorandum of Understanding for Peace III be signed and sealed.”

09/10:16
Correspondence
Department of the Environment - Local Government Reform Establishment of Transition Committees in Statute – Consultation Document
Department of the Environment - Severance Arrangements for Councillors – Consultation Document
The Clerk stated that these documents were being circulated in advance of being placed on the Agenda for discussion.

Email from John Murray regarding the use of the Ulster Scots Language
It was agreed that John Murray of the Ulster Scots Community Network would be invited to Council to give a presentation on the Ulster Scots language and movement.

Letter dated 8th April 2009 from Argyll & Bute Council regarding the Campbeltown / Ballycastle Ferry
After discussion, in relation to the Campbeltown/Ballycastle Ferry it was agreed to write to the MP and arrange a joint delegation to the Minister.

Letter dated 10th April 2009 from the Planning Service regarding Planning Application E/2003/0443/F
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 10th April 2009 from Northern Ireland Water regarding Sewage Disposal at Ballintoy
Councillor C McShane stated that this was disappointing and unacceptable and that this issue needed to be resolved as a matter of urgency.

Councillor McConaghy agreed and voiced his concern about the scheme for Causeway Road which was right beside the World Heritage Site.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to Northern Ireland Water to ask that the Sewage Disposal at Ballintoy be treated as a matter of urgency.  It was also agreed to enquire about the Causeway Road.

Letter dated 15th April 2009 from the Northern Health and Social Care Trust regarding Draft Placement Policy: Nursing Home & Residential Home Accommodation
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 18th April 2009 from the Armoy Motorcycle Road Racing Club regarding Moyle Council’s sponsorship of a race

This letter was noted.

Email dated 19th April 2009 from Danny Stewart regarding the visit from the Liffre Gaelic Football Squad of the French Federation de Football Gaelique
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 20th April 2009 from the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety in reply to Council’s letter regarding funding for the Hope Centre.
This letter was noted.

Press Release from Nilga regarding the Planning Reform Programme

This letter was noted.

Letter dated 24th April 2009 from NILGA regarding Future Arrangement for Local Partnership on Policing & Community Safety
After discussion, it was agreed to hold the Council response to the NILGA Future Arrangement for Local Partnership working on Policing & Community Safety consultation until further information could be sought following the DPP meeting on the matter.

Letter dated 23rd April 2009 from the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development regarding the All Ireland Farmers Market Competition being held in Enniscorthy, Co Wexford on 27th and 28th June 2009

After discussion, it was agreed that further information would be sought regarding the All Ireland Farmers Market Competition being held in Enniscorthy, Co Wexford on 27th and 28th June 2009.

Parking at the Giant’s Causeway Old School
Councillor McIlroy informed members that over Easter the car park at the Giant’s Causeway Old School had been opened for public parking and that he thought that the NEELB had been charging for this facility.

The Clerk stated that he would ask the HTLS for further information on this issue.

The meeting concluded at 10:15pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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