MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 27th JULY 2009 AT 7:00PM
In the Chair:
Councillor C McShane
Members Present:
Councillors M Black, O Black, S Blaney, H A Harding, W Graham, C McCambridge, A P McConaghy, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan, P McShane, C Newcombe. 

Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services
Mr P Mawdsley, Head of Environmental Health and Enforcement
Mr D Kelly, Head of Building Control
Mrs E Mulholland, Head of Development
Ms Julie McMath, Planning Service

Ms Alana Donaghy, Planning Service

Mr Peter O’Reilly, Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service

Mr Sean Fitzsimmons, Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service

Mr Bill Wilsden, Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service

Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
09/15:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Hartin and McAllister.
Chairman’s Business
Councillor C McShane stated that this was her first meeting as Chair and informed members that there was a hefty agenda with two presentations.  She stated that it had been imperative that the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service (NIFRS) came to the meeting tonight.  
Councillor McShane stated that she wished to pay tribute to the NIFRS, Coastguard and the other Emergency Services for their work in rescuing the young man who had got into difficulties whilst climbing at Fairhead.
After discussion, it was agreed that future meetings with the NIFRS would be held with the Chair, Vice-Chair and officer and that these meetings would be reported back to Council.

Lifeboat for Ballycastle area

Councillor McMullan stated that he wished to call for a lifeboat for the Ballycastle area.  He informed members that the traffic in the area warranted this facility.

Councillor P McShane stated that a lifeboat was a requirement in the Ballycastle area.  He informed members that local boat owners had been involved in rescuing boats which had drifted into the bay.

Councillor Newcombe stated that he agreed with these comments.  He also informed members that the life saving equipment along the shore was non existent.  He stated that beach safety needed to be examined.

After discussion,


Councillor McMullan proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Newcombe and resolved,
“That a request would be made for the provision of an in-shore life boat for Ballycastle.”

Councillor Harding stated that she would also like to pay tribute to the work of the Emergency Services.  She informed members that she also wished to highlight the Citizen’s Advice Bureau AGM which was to be held on 19th August at the Coleraine town hall

Puck Fair Invitation

The ACE stated that she needed to have the invitation to the Puck Fair for Councillors Blaney and McIlroy formalised by Council.
After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That Councillors Blaney and McIlroy would attend the Puck Fair.”
Heavy Horse Show
After discussion, it was agreed that Mr Martin Gillan would be informed that use of the car park at the rear of Sheskburn and the kitchen facilities would be granted on Saturday 22 August.

Heart of the Glens Festival
The ACE stated that a request had been circulated from the Heart of the Glens festival for use of various council land for the duration of the festival.

After discussion, it was agreed that the request for use of Council land for the Heart of the Glens Festival would be granted.
09/15:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 22ND JUNE 2009
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 22nd June 2009 having been circulated, was taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 22nd June 2009 be adopted.”

09/15:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 22ND JUNE 2009
Cushendall Marina

Councillor Blaney stated that the minute was slightly confused for the meeting with the developer for the Cushendall Marina and should read;

“The Clerk was to find out about the meeting with the developer for the Cushendall Marina.”
Weeds at the Seafront
Councillor M Black enquired about progress on dealing with the weeds at the Seafront, Ballycastle.
After discussion, it was agreed that the ACE would chase up progress with the HTS on the weeds at the Sea Front, Ballycastle
Special Olympics

Councillor McMullan stated that the Special Olympics achievement was for two juveniles, a boy and girl and not two ladies as described.
09/15:04
PRESENTATION FROM NICOLA GAULT FROM COMPASS ADVOCACY 

NETWORK REGARDING THE SHADOW COUNCIL PROJECT
Councillor C McShane welcomed Ms Nicola Gault and Ms Ursula Campbell from Compass Advocacy.
Ms Gault thanked members for the opportunity to speak about the Shadow Council project.

She informed members that the Shadow Council would be an elected council for people with learning disabilities in the Causeway area.

She informed members that the Shadow Council Project would help people with learning disabilities be confident, speak up for themselves and play an active role in their communities.

Ms Gault stated that recruitment, training and elections 2009 would commence and that Coleraine Borough Council, Moyle District Council and Ballymoney Borough Council would hopefully be involved in this process.
She informed members that recruitment, training and elections for 2010 would also involve Limavady Borough Council.

Ms Gault stated that the Action Plan was to recruit 38 potential shadow councillors.  Commence training for election process, work on confidence building (speaking in public) and creating a manifesto and campaigning.  She informed members that this would be followed by the election of 19 Shadow Councillors in the Causeway area in September 2009.

Ms Gault stated that training would entail council procedures such as standing orders, council procedures and protocols, the political decision making process.
She informed members that there would be monthly Shadow Council meetings in venues across the Causeway area from October 2009.  She stated that Shadow Councillors would be engaging with external organisations from January 2010, including housing associations, community groups and employment organisations

Ms Gault stated that the Shadow Council outcomes should be; that adults with learning disabilities have the opportunities to raise issues with the Shadow Council, participants promote a positive image of learning disability and good community relations.  She stated that it would enable people with learning disabilities enabled to shape policy, make decisions.

Ms Gault stated that the benefits to the Community would be full social inclusion of people with learning disability in their local communities and enhanced public awareness and visibility of people with learning disability.

Ms Gault invited Ms Campbell to say a few words about why she wished to be involved in the Shadow Project.
Ms Campbell informed members that the reason for her involvement was to help people understand that having a disability did not mean that you were stupid.  She stated that she also aspired to have better prospects and jobs and be able to earn more money.

Ms Gault thanked members for their attention and invited questions.

Councillor C McShane thanked Ms Gault and Ms Campbell for their presentation.  She stated that she looked forward to the Shadow Council being set up and to offering the full support of Moyle District Council.
Councillor M Black congratulated the members of Compass Advocacy and wished them all the best with this project.  She stated that she would love to be involved in the project and informed members that it was vital that there was community ownership.

Councillor McMullan stated that his name could be added and that he was in agreement with full Council support.
Councillor Graham wished Compass Advocacy all the best for the Shadow Council Project and informed the representatives from Compass Advocacy that he did a lot of work with Moyle Gateway and had a handicapped son.  He stated that he felt that this project would be beneficial.
Councillor McIlroy agreed with these comments.

Ms Gault stated that she would liaise with the Member Services Clerical Officer to let Council know when the publicity bus would be travelling around and for the dates of the election.
09/15:05
PRESENTATION FROM NORTHERN IRELAND FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE

Councillor C McShane welcomed representatives from the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service to the meeting.
Mr Peter O ‘Reilly thanked members for allowing them to come to Council to make their presentation. He introduced his colleagues Sean Fitzsimmons and Bill Wilsden.
Mr O’Reilly stated that he would like to thank members for their kind words at the outset of the meeting.  He informed members that Ballycastle Fire Station had been opened in 1961, he stated that in its current state it was land locked and not easily accessible.  He informed members that major repairs or an upgrade would be required.  He stated that for training purposes the current station was also inadequate and had poor parking and poor gender appropriate facilities.  
Mr O’Reilly stated that the proposed site at Ramoan Road met the standard for site size, site suitability being Greenfield, access and being in a neutral community area away from the town centre. He stated that the new proposed station would have a Community room for use by all community groups such as cadets, road accident and community events.  He stated that Moyle District Council had been instrumental in the new fire stations at Rathlin and Cushendall and that he hoped that a new station for Ballycastle would be completed in the near future.

Mr Fitzsimmons outlined the process to date to members including the design of the proposed new station, the appointment of architects and completed surveys which had all been satisfactory.
Mr O’Reilly passed around a photograph of what the proposed new station should look like when completed.  He outlined what the inside would look like and that important elements such as the fireman’s pole would be retained.  He informed members that the building would be DDA compliant.  He stated that the site would be sympathetic with the surrounding area with local planting and the retention of privacy of residents.
He informed members that the next step was to complete an outline business case and then a public consultation and full planning application.  He stated that it was hoped that building would commence mid 2010 with a completion date of 2011.

Councillor P McShane enquired if funds had been secured for Cushendall.

Mr O’Reilly stated that funds were secured for both projects in Ballycastle and Cushendall.

Councillors M Black and McCambridge welcomed these developments and stated that they were long overdue.

Councillor C McShane stated that there had been a depletion of Health and Safety Services in the Moyle area and informed members that she was pleased to see the progression of the plans for the new fire stations.  She thanked representatives of the NIFRS for attending.
09/15:06
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Councillor C McShane welcomed Ms Julie McMath, Planning Officer to the meeting.
Ms McMath introduced Alana Donaghy from Planning Service.

E/2006/0381/O  Mr B McKay, C/O GM Design Associates, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine.  Location, North Antrim Mills, 30 Main Street, Mosside.  Proposed redevelopment of former animal feeds mill with residential development including semi-detached houses and town houses.
E/2008/0194/F  Mr & Mrs A McKillop, 12 Prospect Court, Dalriada Avenue, Cushendall.  Location, 12 Prospect Court, Dalriada Avenue, Cushendall.  Proposed two storey rear extension to existing dwelling.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2008/0206/F  Henderson Group, 9 Hightown Avenue, Newtownabbey, BT36 4RT.  Location, land at 44 Moyle Avenue, Ballycastle.  Proposed amendment of previous approval E/2005/0535/F  to provide hot food outlet plus sub-division of existing supermarket to provide additional retail unit.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to detrimental impact to the residential amenity of the adjoining properties due to noise, nuisance and general disturbance.

Councillor P McShane asked that the application be deferred for one month to allow for the provision of additional information.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she welcomed the decision and stated that this was causing a lot of distress in the residential area.

Councillor M Black agreed and informed members that with 25 objections members should take notice.
Councillor C McShane stated that the applicant had a right to one deferral to exhaust all possibilities.

Councillor P McShane agreed and stated that the applicant should be offered the chance to address the issues.

After discussion, it was agreed that the application would be deferred for one month to allow for additional information.

E/2008/0287/F  Mr M Dallat, 32 Carrickmore Road, Ballycastle.  Location, 165m NE of 32 Carrickmore Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed site to provide temporary/overnight accommodation for motorhome/touring caravans.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2008/0303/F  Mr D McAllister & Son, 15 Gaults Road, Cushendall, BT44 0SR.  Location, adjacent to 11 Coolkeeran Road, Armoy.  Proposed change of use of existing stables, outbuildings, yards & lands to provide livestock market including sales, offices, kitchen, toilets, storage and associated parking.

Ms McMath stated that there had been one objection to this application regarding parking, unloading and road safety.
Councillor McCambridge stated that she welcomed the approval and move and informed members that the sooner it would go ahead the better.

Councillors McMullan and Graham agreed with these comments.

Councillor McDonnell agreed and informed members that it was inappropriate to retain town centre sites and that this move was sensible.

E/2008/0352/F  Mr R McNaughton, C/O Mr F A Wheeler, 201 Garron Road, Glenariff.  Location, 56 Ballyeamon Road, Cushendall.  Proposed replacement dwelling with two storey dwelling, garages and games room.

E/2009/0029/F  Mr D Graham, C/O Agent.  Location, 66a Tromra Road, Cushendall.  Proposed, Replacement dwelling.
There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2009/0032/A  Btni Payphone Ltd, Lisburn Telephone Exchange, Railway Street, Lisburn, BT28 1XP.  Location, Ann Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed 1 no. standing poster panel.

Ms McMath stated that the application was recommended for refusal due to adverse affect on the character and appearance of Ballycastle Conservation Area by reason of its nature and scale.

Councillor M Black stated that one of these signs had been erected at the seafront and she felt that this was ruining the view.
Councillor McCambridge agreed with these comments and stated that this modern poster did not blend in well at the seafront.

Ms McMath stated that all applications were considered on their own merits and that she could look into this application if Council wished.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0039/F  Mr & Mrs G Yates, 22 Upper Toberhewey Lane, Lurgan.  Location, 51 Knockmore Road, Ballymoney.  Proposed demolition of dwelling and shed and erection of new dwelling.
There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2009/0064/O  Mr J Blaney, 9 Cloughs Road, Cushendall, BT44 0SP.  Location, site approximately 60m SW of 21 Cloughs Road.  Proposed erection of a dwelling, garage and septic tank.

Ms McMath stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to not being an exceptional case in that it had not been demonstrated that the proposed new building was visually linked or sited to cluster with an established group of buildings, the site not being suitable due to the lack of natural boundaries to allow the building to integrate, lack of sight visibility splays and restricted width of the existing lane renders it unsuitable for increased use.
Councillor McMullan requested that this application be deferred for one month to allow for additional information.
Councillor McDonnell agreed with this request, he stated that in many applications the same reasons were applied and that there was blanket misinterpretations of the draft policies.  He stated that there should be regard to these and not slavishly adhered to.  He stated that the Planning department were wrong in their decision for applications numbered 10, 17 and 22.

Councillor O Black agreed with these comments.

After discussion, it was agreed that the application would be deferred for one month to allow for additional information.
E/2009/0051/O  Mr & Mrs Scott, C/O Bailey Architecture, 9 Glenview Road, Glenshesk, Ballycastle.  Location, 260 m SE of 155 Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Proposed replacement dwelling & detached garage.

E/2009/0061/O  Mr & Mrs J White, C/O GM Design Associates Ltd, 22/24 Lodge Road, Coleraine.  Location, between 122 & 124 Whitepark Road, Ballintoy.  Proposed new dwelling with detached garage on infill site between 122 & 124 Whitepark Road.

E/2009/0069/O  Mr & Mrs J Hill, 5 Drumnamallaght Park, Ballymoney, BT53 7QZ.  Location, approximately 60m NE of 72 Carrowreagh Road, Armoy.  Proposed single storey farm dwelling.

E/2009/0087/F  Mr G Smyth, Gortconney Farm, 62 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle.  Location, Gortconney Farm, 62 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed closing of existing agricultural entrance and opening of new entrance and opening of new entrance onto public road.
E/2009/0093/O  Mr J & Dr K O’Kane, 93 Layde Road, Cushendall.  Location, on farm at 93 Layde Road, Cushendall.  Proposed new dwelling and garage on farm.

E/2009/0094/O  Mr J McDonnell, 60 Ballybrack Road, Cushendall.  Location, rear of 60 Ballybrack Road, Cushendall.  Proposed new dwelling and garage on farm.

There were no objections to the above six applications, they were recommended for approval.
E/2009/0100/O  Mr C Quinn, 19E Cloughs Road, Cushendall, Co Antrim, BT44 0SP.  Location, lands adjacent to 19E Cloughs Road, Cushendall.  Proposed dwelling and detached garage on a farm.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to not being an exceptional case in that the building is not visually linked or sited to cluster with an established group of buildings and that the site not being suitable due to the lack of natural boundaries to allow the building to integrate.

Councillor O Black requested an Office Meeting for this application to provide additional information.
This was agreed.

E/2009/0103/O  Mrs K O’Kane, 91 Layde Road, Cushendall.  Location, 80m south of 16 Glenmakeeran Road, Ballyvoy, Ballycastle.  Proposed new dwelling and garage on farm.

E/2009/0105/F  Mr & Mrs W Smyth, C/O Bell Architects Ltd, 65 -67 Main Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6AN.  Location, land approximately 600m NE of 45 Knockmore Road, Mosside.  Proposed erection of dwelling and garage in compliance with conditions set out in outline approval E/2003/0008/O.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.
E/2009/0107/F  Messers D & T McHenry, C/O MKA Planning, 15 Harpers Quay, Spencer Road, Londonderry.  Location, opposite Drumawillan House, Whitepark Road, Drumawillan, Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of 100 Bedroom hotel, separate staff accommodation blocks and holiday chalets, new access, ancillary car parking and landscaping (permission already granted for 50 bed hotel, staff accommodation block, 24 chalets E/2007/0335/RM)

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

Councillor P McShane stated that he was delighted to see this and that the impact for Ballycastle and Moyle would be significant in bringing in tourism.  He informed members that he hoped that building work would commence shortly.

Councillor C McShane stated that this was good for the construction industry.

Councillors M Black, McCambridge, Blaney and McDonnell welcomed this approval. 
E/2009/0127/O  Mr P Black, 33 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle.  Location, adjacent to 55 Ballyvennaght Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for three attached cottages for tourism purposes with parking.
Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to failure to demonstrate the tourist accommodation is farm based or that it meets the clearly identified tourist need and failure to demonstrate satisfactory access and parking arrangements.

Councillor McCambridge requested an office meeting for this application to provide further information.

This was agreed.

Councillors P McShane and Newcombe supported this request.

E/2009/0141/O  Mr J Falconer, C/O Elevate Planning, Unit 3, 52 York Street, Belfast.  Location, 185m NW of 87a Carrowreagh Road, Ballymoney.  Proposed dwelling on a farm of land.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to not being visually linked or sited to cluster with an established group of buildings and that the site not being suitable due to the lack of natural boundaries to allow the building to integrate.
Councillor McConaghy requested an office meeting to provide additional information.
This was agreed.

E/2009/0148/F  Moyle District Council, Sheskburn House, 7 Mary Street, Ballycastle.  Location, 35M NE of Telephone Exchange Main Street, Bushmills.  Proposed replacement of changing room facilities. 
E/2009/0154/O  Mr & Mrs A Henry, 8 Coolkeeran Road, Armoy.  Location, site approximately 230m south of 8 Coolkeeran Road, Armoy.  Proposed replacement dwelling.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2009/0171/O  Mr G Huey, C/O Hunter Associates, 8 Charlotte Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6AY.  Location, adjacent to 5 Coolkeeran Road, Ballymoney.  Proposed new dwelling and detached garage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to an exceptional case not being demonstrated that the farm business had been established for at least six years and unsatisfactory access and parking arrangements.

Councillor Harding stated that she was not happy with this refusal.  She stated that the land around this site had been used for farming since 1938 and that this had continued up until a few years ago.  She requested an office meeting for this application to allow for the provision of additional information.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she wished to be associated with these comments.

Councillor Graham supported these comments and stated that a year or two ago the same applicant had a refusal on archaeological grounds.

Councillor Newcombe agreed with these comments and stated that there was a case of need for this application.

After discussion, it was agreed that an office meeting would be permitted to allow for additional information.

E/2009/0185/F  D & T McHenry, C/O MKA Planning, 15 Harpers Quay, Spencer Road, Londonderry, Bt47 6AE.  Location, lands 20m east of Dunamallaght Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of 7 no. three bed holiday cottages immediately adjacent to existing farmyard as part of farm diversification scheme on active farm.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to failure to demonstrate the tourist accommodation is farm based or that it meets a clearly identified tourist need, no reasons why this development is essential in this rural location and could not be located within a settlement, no demonstration that it is to be run in conjunction with the agricultural operations on the farm and the character and scale is not appropriate to its location, the site not being suitable due to the lack of natural boundaries to allow the building to integrate, build up resulting in a detrimental change to the rural character of the countryside and failure to demonstrate satisfactory access and parking arrangements.

Councillor P McShane requested an office meeting to allow the applicant to address the issues raised by the planning service.  He stated that this was indeed a working farm and that the tourist market was crying out for accommodation on a farm.  He informed members that farm diversification was to be encouraged and that there were funds for such projects.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she was in support of this decision.  She informed members that she did not believe that the access road would be able to carry any more traffic.

Councillor P McShane stated that Roads Service had not issued a refusal reason.  He stated that tourist accommodation was required in Ballycastle and that Council should support this application whole heartedly.

Councillor McCambridge stated that there needed to be reasonable protection of the countryside and that this proposed site was on the shoulder of Knocklayde.
Councillor Blaney stated that the whole of Drumavoley was built on the side of the mountain and that the road up through it had been improved by the applicant.

After further discussion, it was agreed that the application would be deferred for one month to allow for additional information.

Councillor P McShane requested an office meeting.

Ms McMath stated that the application would be deferred to consider additional information and that if appropriate an office meeting would then be considered.

Deferred Applications
Councillor P McShane and McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

E/2004/0206/O  Mrs B Graham, Lenamore Lodge, Cairns Road, Cushendall.  Location, land opposite 195 Torr Road, Cushendun.  Proposed replacement of 2 dwellings with single dwelling and new access.

E/2007/0135/O  Mr A & Mr P McCurdy, McCuaig’s Bar, Rathlin Island.  Location, site adjacent to and immediately south of McCuaig’s Bar and between Church Bay and Bayview Road, Rathlin Island.  Proposed site for six semi-detached dwellings.

E/2007/0262/F  M Campbell, 9 Chapel Road, Cushendall.  Location, 9 Chapel Road Cushendall.  Proposed demolition of existing domestic dwelling and outbuildings with proposed two storey replacement dwelling plus loft and detached garage.

E/2007/0263/D  M Campbell, 9 Chapel Road Cushendall.  Location, 9 Chapel Road Cushendall.  Proposed demolition of existing domestic dwelling and outbuildings in poor condition.  Proposed rebuilding with two storied domestic dwelling with loft and detached garage.
E/2007/0479/O  Mr S I McAlister, 142 Whitepark Road, Ballintoy, Ballycastle.  Location, adjacent to 142 Whitepark Road, Ballintoy, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for single storey farm dwelling.

E/2008/0154/F  Mr R McQuillan, 32 Glendun Road, Cushendun.  Location, rear of 71-73 Knocknacarry Road, Knocknacarry.  Proposed 2 no. dwellings.

E/2008/0174/O  Mr R Morrison, 215 Moyarget Road, Armoy, Ballymoney.  Location, 243 Moyarget Road, Dervock, Ballymoney.  Proposed site for replacement two storey house and garage.

There were no objections to the above seven applications, they were recommended for approval.

Appeal decisions notified
E/2002/0065/O  Seaport Investments Ltd.  Location, land to south and east of Causeway Road Bushmills.  Proposed Giant’s Causeway World Heritage Visitor and Study Centre complete with underground and surface parking.

Result of appeal: Withdrawn.

Councillor C McShane thanked Ms McMath and Ms Donaghy for their attendance.
09/15:07
BUILDING CONTROL REPORT


The Building Control Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
Applications for Occasional Entertainments Licences
The HBC stated that applications for Occasional Entertainments Licences had been received from Circus Vegas, C/O Mr Kevin Deaves for a circus tent at Clare Park, Ballycastle and Garron Road, Glenariff.  He stated that this would be retrospective approval.  He informed members that there was also an application from Mr Damien McFaul for the Rathlin Arts and Music Festival to be held on 31st July – 2nd August.

After discussion, it was agreed that Occasional Entertainments Licences would be granted, subject to PSNI and NI Fire Authority confirmation, for Circus Vegas, Mr Damien McFaul – Rathlin Arts and Music Festival.

Change of Applicant for Entertainments Licences
The HBC stated that applications for the change of applicant for Entertainments Licences had been received from Ms Christina Mulholland for the Saffron Bar, Waterfoot and Mr Declan Birt for the Lurig Inn, Cushendall.

After discussion, these were granted.

Proposed increase in Entertainments Licence Fees

The HBC stated that a letter had been received from the Department of Environment Local Government Policy Division advising Councils that following the review carried out and consultation which was completed on 30th January 2009, the decision had been made to implement an increase in the fees for Entertainment Licences which was to take effect from 1st September 2009. He informed members that it was estimated that the new level of fees should enable District Councils to recover, on average, 52% of their costs. He stated that Councils would be required to monitor the total expenditure for the Entertainments Licensing function from 1st September 2009 to 31st August 2010 in order to ascertain the actual recovery achieved at the end of the twelve month period with the aim being to determine the level of fees necessary in the longer term, to meet full cost recovery for the administration of the Entertainments Licensing function. 

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting.

Councillor Blaney stated that this was ridiculous in the times we were in.  He stated that overcharging could potentially put people out of business or lead to the running of establishments or events without a licence.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, the HBC confirmed that charitable or voluntary bodies would pay a much reduced fee.

Councillor C McShane stated that the consultation was closed and the decision had been made and that there was nothing Council could do.

Bilingual Street Nameplates

The HBC stated that confirmation had now been received for the Irish Language and Ulster Scots translations for the respective bilingual street/road nameplates which were approved by Council at their meeting on 22nd June 2009; these were listed in the report.
He informed members that this information had been passed to the Technical Services Department to facilitate ordering of signage.

After discussion,


Councillor O Black proposed,

Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the Building Control Report be adopted.”

09/15:08
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Health and Enforcement Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
Food Safety Report
The HEE directed member’s attention to the Food Safety Report and highlighted some important information.  He informed members that results showed that 48% of over 60s in the Moyle District Council area put their health at risk by not checking the ‘use by’ date on food labels.  He informed members that the survey revealed that 100% of people reported eating perishable foods two days or more past their ‘use by’ date, which he stated could lead to food poisoning.  He stated that the ‘use by’ date is the that food can be used up to, provided it has been stored as described on the label.  He informed members that the ‘use by’ date was not to be confused with the ‘best before’ date which provided an indication of the quality of the food.  He informed members that it was okay to eat food after the ‘best before’ date but never after a ‘use by’ date.
The HEE stated that the report also highlighted that 60% of those surveyed did not know the correct temperature for their fridge.  He informed members that keeping fridges at 5 degrees Celsius or less by using a fridge thermometer could also help with minimising the risk of food poisoning in the home.

Streetwise

The HEE stated that Moyle Streetwise was held on Wednesday and Thursday 10th & 11th June 2009 at Carey Parish Hall.  He informed members that Streetwise was an interactive programme which aimed to stimulate Primary 7 children to learn how to react in an emergency, become more aware of personal safety, avoid becoming victims of crime, learn about danger on the beach and become aware of the danger of fire.

He outlined the schools that took part and stated that a total of 210 children attended over the 2 days.

The HEE stated that nine different safety scenarios were set up around the hall by agencies, Northern Ireland Electricity, PSNI Traffic Branch, Road Safety, Environmental Health, Coastguards, NI Fire and Rescue Service, Health Visitors, PSNI and Heart Start.

He informed members that Moyle HAP group and the planning group wish to thank schools who took part and the pupils from Ballycastle High School who helped make the event very successful. 

Councillor Harding stated that this had been a very good event and that she would like to thank all those involved.  She stated that it was very well attended.

Enforcement

The HEE stated that on 26th March 2009 a dog was observed straying contrary to Article 22 of the Dogs (NI) Order 1983.
He informed members that the opportunity to discharge the above offence by payment of a fixed penalty was offered but this was not paid.

After discussion it was agreed to institute legal proceedings.

Councillor McDonnell objected to this line of action.

Councillor C McShane stated that his objection would be noted.
After discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report be adopted.”

09/15:07
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.
RPA Community Planning

The HDS states that Policy Development Panel A, who were part of the RPA implementation structures were tasked with bringing forward policy proposals to shape the legislation and statutory guidance in regard to Community Planning.

She informed members that they had written requesting Council’s support for an application which they intended to submit to SEUPB for the Peace 111 Measure 2.2 to develop a list of activities related to Community Planning which Transition Councils could then choose from. The HDS stated that this would then enable an evaluation to be undertaken and so inform the guidance. 
After discussion, it was agreed that Council would support the application from Policy Development Panel A to SEUPB for Peace III.
Good Relations Grant Scheme
The HDS outlined Good Relations Grants applications received from Tides Training and the North Antrim Dalriada Group.
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the Good Relations Grants for Tides Training for connecting cultures and the North Antrim Dalriada Group for Cross Community Historical Tour.

Community Support Plan Action Plan 2009-2011

The HDS stated that DSD required an update to Council’s Community Support Plan, which was produced for 2006-09 as part of this year’s letter of offer. She informed members that DSD advised that this should take the form of a brief action plan since there was not a budget available to update the Council plans. She stated that an Action Plan had been prepared for the next 2 years (2009-11) based on the elements of the overall Community Support Plan taken forward by Community Services within Council, ie. advice provision; support to community groups; community centre provision; grants to community groups, capacity building and training and partnership working. 
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the draft Community Support Plan Action Plan for 2009-2011.

Request from Bushmills Residents & Environmental Forum (BREF) re sale of refreshments at weekly car boot sales in Bushmills Community Centre

The HDS stated that a request had been received from BREF to sell tea, coffee, fresh sandwiches and bacon butties from the kitchen in Bushmills Community Centre at the car boot sales that the group were organising on Sunday mornings from 8am – 2pm during July and August. She stated that a copy of the letter of request was attached for member’s attention. She Informed members that it was understood that although permission had not been requested in writing, the sale of such refreshments had been taking place at the last few of the weekly sales.

She informed members that the food which was being served was classified by Environmental Health as ‘high risk’. She stated that the concern regarding this matter was one of liability should there be a food contamination incident resulting and therefore if Council were minded to grant permission then certain safeguards would need to be put in place in order to protect all concerned. 

She informed members that permission should be subject to the group providing the following;

Satisfactory proof of adequate insurance covering the group for the preparation and selling of food for public consumption. 

Each person involved in preparing and serving the food must produce a current certificate for ‘Level 2 Award in Food Safety in Catering’ and these would be the only individuals who have Council’s permission to be involved in this activity with provision of a copy of their ‘Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point Plan’

Food must be prepared fresh on the premises and not brought into the Community Centre for the purpose of selling for consumption by the public. 

Food must be sourced from a reputable supplier and transported hygienically. 
The HDS stated that the staff of the facility were also not contracted to work on a Sunday and that should Council grant permission it would depend upon the staff policing the activity.

After discussion, it was agreed to allow the sale of refreshments at the weekly car boot sales in Bushmills Community Centre subject to restrictions and conditions listed in the Development Services Report.

Request from Mosside Development Group re use of Mosside Community Centre for Fun Day on 22nd August 

The HDS stated that a request had been received from Mosside Development Group Ltd for free use of Mosside Community Centre and playing fields, and use of grounds surrounding the Community Centre for car parking to facilitate Mosside Fun Day on Saturday 22nd August.  She informed members that this was an annual event and Mosside Development Group received permission to use the centre and grounds annually.  The HDS stated that this event had received an offer of funding through Councils Community Festivals Fund and a copy of the groups’ insurance cover was provided with the application. 
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the use of Mosside Community Centre by Mosside Development Group for a Fun Day on Saturday 22nd August.

Moyle Gateway Youth and Friends: Haunted House, Halloween
The HDS stated that Moyle Gateway Youth and Friends were keen to carry on the very successful ‘Haunted House’ as part of the Halloween celebrations. She informed members that this added a lot to the Halloween event and was also an excellent opportunity for them to fund raise.

She stated that they were requesting Council support for this event through; providing the Ballycastle Community Centre premises, waiving the charges for those premises, covering the group’s activities through Council insurance and support in ‘setting up’ finance.
The HDS stated that Council may be minded to provide the premises and to waive the charges however it was not possible to insure the group’s activities through the Council policy. She informed members that this was only possible when we had a full-time employee working on this event through the Spreading Wings project.
She stated that Council did not have a funding mechanism which would allow it to provide ‘setting up’ finance to any community group other than the £150 seeding fund which this group would not be eligible for. 
The HDS stated that there was also an issue of equality and the setting of a precedent as the group used the event for fundraising. She informed members that this in effect meant that if funding and insurance were to be provided then all charities approaching Council in the future who wish to use Council premises for a  fund raising activity must be treated the same. 
Councillor Graham stated that he was on the committee and that the work of Moyle Gateway was dependant so much on money earned through fund raising.  He thanked Councillors for all their support for his planned evening services and informed members that the total amount raised was over £1100.

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That Council approve the use of the premises and waive the charge subject to the Group providing appropriate documentation regarding their insurance and risk assessment.”
Judges for the Lammas Fair Street Entertainers Competition
The HDS informed members that she required members to volunteer to take part in judging the Lammas Fair Street Entertainers Competition.  She stated that she required two judges for Monday 24th August.
After discussion,


Councillor P McShane proposed

Councillor Newcombe


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy


Councillor Graham proposed


Councillor McIlroy


Seconded by Councillor M Black

Addendum to the Development Services Report
Identification of a temporary site for the Travelling Community

After discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the meeting continue in committee.”

The HDS stated that Moyle Councillors had been meeting with representatives of the Travelling Community, PSNI and the NI Housing Executive to engage in discussions in identifying a suitable site in the Ballycastle area for the Travelling community.  She informed members that the initiative had aimed to come to more satisfactory arrangements for the Travelling community and reduce community tension which could occur if caravans were sited in unauthorised locations.  

After discussion, it was agreed that, subject to negotiations with the local land owner of the Clare Road site, that Council agree to provide refuse collection services at the site for the Travelling Community.

It was also agreed that Caravans would be banned from Council land at Fairhill Street for the duration of the Lammas Fair from Monday 17th – Wednesday 26th and that the HEE would look into having land fenced off and would contact the Co-op to discuss arrangements for their land.

The meeting continued out of committee.

Councillor M Black stated that she would like now to reassure the residents in the Ramoan area that the temporary site would not be situated there.
Good Relations Project

Councillor McMullan stated that the Good Relations project had not listed the political parties in their list of consultees.

After discussion, it was agreed that this would be further investigated. 
After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,


“That the Development Services report and Addendum be adopted.”
09/15:10
COUNCIL COMMITEES (DEFERRED FROM THE AGM)
Community Assessment Panel

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That Councillor McAllister would be nominated onto the Community Assessment Panel committee in place of Councillor McIlroy as a representative for Bushmills as Councillor McIlroy would now be on this committee in his office as Vice Chair.”

Cushendall Golf Club Executive Committee

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillor Newcombe would replace Councillor McMullan on the Cushendall Golf Club Executive Committee.

Councillor Newcombe stated that notification of meetings was important.
Home Accident Prevention Committee 

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillors Blaney, McIlroy and C McShane would come off the HAP Committee and that Councillor Graham would be nominated onto this committee.

Moyle Arts Development Forum

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillor Newcombe would replace Councillor Blaney on the Moyle Arts Development Forum Committee.
North Antrim Dalriada Group

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillor M Black would come off the North Antrim Dalriada Group.
Northern Ireland Housing Council

After discussion, 


Councillor P McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That Councillor Blaney would replace Councillor C McShane on the Northern Ireland Housing Council.”
Three Fairs Committee

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillor Graham would be nominated onto the Three Fairs Committee.

09/15:11
PROPOSED CHANGES FOR AMBULANCE SERVICE


(Requested by Councillor McMullan)

Councillor McMullan stated that the Minister had made it clear that he was going to propose the new funding for the Ambulance Service.  He informed members that this would mean definite cuts in A&E Ambulance Services.  He stated that this would affect stations in Larne and Ballymena and that this would have a knock on effect for Moyle.  He stated that the rapid response vehicle was not a solution to the problem especially in rural areas.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Minister for Health and the North Antrim MLAs voicing Council’s discontent at the proposed changes for the Ambulance Service.
09/15:12
DECISION MADE BY COUNICL RE TRAVELLING COMMUNITY

(Requested by Councillor M Black)

It was agreed that this issue had been dealt with earlier in the meeting.

09/15:13
HOME CARE AND HOME HELP SERVICES


(Requested by Councillor C McShane)

Councillor C McShane stated that she wanted to address the issue of home help cuts and the cuts in the Good Morning Ballycastle Service.  She informed members that employee hours had been axed and there had been little or no communication with clients.  She stated that older people were confused and feeling isolated.

Councillor C McShane stated that home help services had been cut from 30 minutes per day to fifteen minutes per day.  She stated that she felt that Moyle was being used as a guinea pig for cutting front line services.  She enquired what protection there was for the older population and informed members that there was no elder abuse legislation.  She called for an emergency meeting with Norma Evans in attendance.
Councillor P McShane stated that he shared all of these concerns.  He stated that the provision of health care in the area was being raped.  He stated that with the closure of Rathmoye older people were promised more care in their homes and yet these services had been stripped. He stated that he supported Councillor C McShane 100%.

Councillor Harding stated that a lot of people were being affected by these cuts.  She informed members that many older people had no central heating and may need coal brought in for them and a fire lit.  She stated that she had been informed by an older person that it may be a case of staying in bed for the winter.  She stated that she was in full support.

Councillor Newcombe stated that the situation for home help on Rathlin Island had also been affected.  He informed members that the time had been cut from one hour to thirty minutes to drive the length and breath of the island.  He stated that it had left a situation where one woman had to be taken into care by her son. He informed members that he was in support and that the Northern Trust needed to be informed that this was not acceptable.  He stated that there was a whole generation of people who were being made to feel worthless.

Councillor M Black stated that she was in support of all that had been said and informed members that the job cuts were definitely a concern.  She stated that there was also a lack of communication from the Northern Trust.
Councillor C McShane stated that the whole issue had been mismanaged.

Councillor Blaney stated that these cuts had been going on progressively for the last few years; he asked how old people were to be helped adequately in fifteen minutes.

Councillor P McShane stated that the Northern Trust had the slickest PR department and that they did not want the press to be talking about this issue.  He informed members that the questions asked by Council were never answered.  He stated that the Northern Trust had lied.

Mrs Kathleen McCaughan, present in the gallery, was permitted to speak on the issue.

She informed members that she agreed with Councillor P McShane.  She stated that the lady in the gallery with her had worked with an 85 year old man for ten years and that his help had now been cut off completely.  She informed members that this man had had open heart surgery and had no family.  She stated that the lady in the gallery with her was his only friend.  She stated that there was no help for him now.

Councillor C McShane stated that it was quite often the case that there were no relatives to help.

Councillor C McCambridge stated that she had heard all that had been said and was an employee of the Northern Trust as well as being a Councillor.  She stated that criteria had been applied in this area and that members may wish to find out more about this criteria also.  She stated that it was a complex issue including domiciliary care and personal care.  She stated that clients were at liberty to apply for a re-assessment.  She informed members that any queries could be addresses also to the Senior Social Worker at Dalriada.
Councillor C McShane stated that one of the criteria was that clients needed to be double incontinent instead of just incontinent.

Councillor McIlroy stated that care should not be cut and if anything needed to be increased in order for proper care.

Councillor McMullan stated that cuts had been made in the Glens 8-9 years ago and informed members that the level of care needed could not be provided in fifteen minutes.  He stated that the Trust was relying on people’s good will to ensure that they stayed longer than they were paid for.  He informed members that on humanitarian grounds it was impossible to do the job in fifteen minutes.  He stated that the onus was also being placed on the family.

After further discussion, it was agreed that an emergency meeting would be scheduled with Norma Evans regarding cuts to Home Care and Home Help Services.
09/15:09
CUT BACKS IN HOUSING GRANTS


(Requested by Councillor Newcombe)

Councillor Newcombe stated that the cuts in housing grants had affected a lot of people especially in rural areas.  He informed members that there had been no warning of these cuts and that they were affecting the elderly, disabled and the building trade.  He stated that it always seemed to be the most vulnerable people who were affected.  He enquired when this decision had been made.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Housing Council and the Minister for Social Housing laying out Council’s opinion regarding cut backs in Housing Grants and stating that this situation was not sustainable and that it was affecting the elderly, disabled and the building trade.
09/15:15
RATHMOYLE ACTION GROUP (MOTION)

After discussion,




Councillor M Black proposed



Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved

“That this council support the Rathmoyle Action Committee (RAC) in their ongoing discussions with the Northern Health Trust to ensure the best possible care facilities are available for the current and future residents of Rathmoyle residential home, in a modernised or new build on the present site provided and run by the Health Trust and we call on the Moyle community to support the RAC in their work.”
Councillor McConaghy left the meeting at this point.

09/15:16
CONFERENCES, COURSES
There were no conferences and courses for consideration.

09/15:17 
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 
and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985
The Clerk stated applications had been received under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985 for the following:

Application for an Occasional Licence for Ballintoy Masonic Lodge No 38 for Barbeque and Social Evening on 21 and 22 August 2009.

Renewal of Bookmaking Office Licence for Toals Bookmakers, 1 Bridge Street, Cushendall.

Renewal of Bookmaking Office Licence for Willstan Limited Bookmakers, 3 Ann Street, Ballycastle.

Renewal of Bookmaking Office Licence for Willstan Limited Bookmakers, 5 North Street, Ballycastle.

Application for an Occasional Liquor Licence under the name of Mr Conor Connolly for Ruairi Og Cushendall GAC for 1 and 2 August 2009.

There were no objections to the above applications.
Councillor Harding left the meeting at this point.

09/15:11
Sealing of Documents

There were no documents for signing and sealing.

09/15:12
Correspondence
Letter dated 17th June from the Northern Ireland Office regarding Public Consultation – Keeping the Right People on the DNA Database.
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 24th June from the Heart of the Glens Community Festival requesting permission for the use of Council land from 1st – 8th August
It was agreed that the request for use of Council land for the Heart of the Glens Festival would be granted.

Letter dated 24th June from Mayor of Reading Borough Council regarding the Gurkhas asking Council to consider supporting the Gurkhas by promotion of a street collection in the area
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 26th June from the Committee for Social Development regarding Housing (Amendment) Bill
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 29th June from the Planning Service regarding application E/2007/0421/F, 92 Castlecatt Road, Bushmills, stating that a refusal notice is to be issued.

This letter was noted.
Letter dated 29th June from the Roads Service regarding Temporary Speed Limits – B147 Carrowreagh Road and B147 Ballinlea Road, Armoy

This letter was noted.

Correspondence regarding, Northern Ireland Assembly, Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill Public Consultation
This letter was noted.

Letter from the Minister for Social Development regarding the outcome of the Equality Impact Assessment consultation on the Social Security Agency’s Strategic Business Review implementation arrangements
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 1st July from the Northern Ireland Assembly regarding consultation on a Private Member’s Bill to end Dual Mandates
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 3rd July from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment regarding consultation on proposed changes to Northern Ireland’s Tourism Legislation
This letter was noted.

Press Release dated 6th July from Nilga regarding Planning Reform

This letter was noted.

Letter dated 7th July from Mrs M Thompson secretary of Moyle Twinning Association enquiring if Council would provide a gift to present to the Mayor of Pourrieres on their upcoming visit in October

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillor C McShane would attend the Twinning Association’s trip to Pourrieres to present a gift from Council and that the secretary of Twinning, Mrs M Thompson, would be contacted to discuss this.
After discussion,



Councillor McMullan proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Newcombe and resolved,



“That Councillor P McShane be nominated to attend the Puck Fair.” 

Letter dated 8th July from the Department of the Environment regarding Consultation on the Drink Driving Limit in Northern Ireland, Penalties and Police Powers to Detect Drink Drivers

This letter was noted.
Letter dated 9th July from the Department of the Environment regarding Draft Pollution Prevention and Control (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 10th July from the Planning Service regarding application D/2009/0142/F, proposed construction of a wind farm inviting Council’s comments
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 14th July from Rev Canon G E Graham regarding the switch-on, community festival, Bushmills 2008
This letter was noted.

The meeting concluded at 10:15pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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