MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 27th JUNE 2011
In the Chair:
Councillor P McShane
Members Present:
Councillors J Baird, S Blaney, D F Cunningham, W Graham, S Hunter, D M McAllister, N McAllister, C McCambridge, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, M A McKillop, S McKillop, C McShane, C C Thompson. 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive

Mr D Kelly, Head of Building Control
Mrs E Mulholland, Head of Development Services

Ms M Craig, Economic Development Officer

Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer

11/12:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

All members were present.
Chairman’s Business

Councillor P McShane offered his sympathy on the sad news of the passing of Peter Mawdsley’s mother.
He offered Price McConaghy his best wishes as he had been through a major scare and was on the road to recovery.

Greenlight Gateway People’s Millions

Councillor P McShane asked that Councillors and Members of the Public give their support to Greenlight Gateway in the People’s Millions competition to win £60,000 of funding.  He informed members that it cost just 10p to call from a landline.

Transplant Games success
Councillor P McShane stated that Lucia Quinny Mee who had herself undergone two Liver Transplants had competed in the Transplant Games and had returned home with a Gold, Silver and Bronze medal.  He stated that this achievement should be acknowledged.

After discussion, it was agreed that discussions would be held with the family of Lucia Quinny Mee to discuss an acknowledgement of her achievements at the Transplant Games.
Annie McNaughton

Councillor M A McKillop stated that following the McKeown Trust’s recognition of Annie McNaughton’s work that she would like Council to acknowledge her achievements in working with the Spread Group for over 20 years.

This was agreed.

Councillor Baird entered the meeting at this point.

Gaza Twinning
Councillor P McShane stated that it was his intention to send an Official invitation for a visit to Moyle to complete the process.

Lammas Fair Dinner

After discussion it was agreed to hold the Lammas Fair Dinner at the Golf Club in Ballycastle.
Councillors D McAllister, Hunter and Graham entered the meeting at this point.
11/12:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23RD MAY 2011
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23rd May 2011 having been circulated, was taken as read.

It was agreed that Councillor S McKillop would be permitted to raise some queries with the minutes.

Game of Thrones 

Councillor S McKillop stated that it had not been agreed that the award from the Game of Thrones production be used in Ballintoy.  She informed members that she had made an amendment that this issue be brought back to Council for discussion.

Councillor P McShane stated that there had been no seconder for her proposal.

Councillor S McKillop stated that this had just been discussed but was not agreed.

Councillor P McShane stated that it had since been identified that the money could be used for the purpose of Village Renewal in the area and that on this basis all interested parties had agreed to co-ooperate to allow the filming to proceed.

Councillor S McKillop stated that the Harbour area would have increased revenue and that the AONB would be used and mentioned in the Motion picture, she stated that perhaps something should be done for the greater benefit of the wider area.

Councillor P McShane stated that the monies received could be turned into £30,000 through Village Renewal and that Councillor S McKillop had not received a seconder for her proposal.

Councillor S McKillop stated that the Minutes did not state that she had proposed an amendment.

Councillor P McShane stated that they were not verbatim and that there was no seconder.

Councillor Baird stated that the minutes should be a true record of the meeting.

The Clerk confirmed that Moyle’s Council minutes contained more detail than most other Councils.  He informed members that the purpose of the minutes was to record the decision made and sufficient information to determine how the decision was arrived at.
Councillor S McKillop stated that the minutes did not include her amendment.

After discussion,


Councillor McDonnell proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That the minutes be amended to include the amendment by Councillor S McKillop.”

Councillor McCambridge stated that it is the responsibility of the Councillor making a proposal to ensure that it is seconded.

Leisure Facilities in the Glens

Councillor S McKillop quoted the fifth paragraph of the minutes and stated that she would like an amendment to read that she commented that “the minority community within the council area often felt neglected too and it was imperative that facilities are in place within the Causeway area as well.  A unionist looking in from the outside would see a proposal for leisure facilities at the nationalist end of the council area and ask what was the council delivering for their community?”
Councillor P McShane reminded Councillor S McKillop that minutes were not verbatim.

Councillor S McKillop stated that the wording in the minutes was different from what she had said on the night as these were notes she was reading from.  She stated that the press had also tweaked what she had said to make it appear worse.

Councillor P McShane stated that he could not agree with Councillor S McKillop.

Councillor S McKillop stated that the last paragraph of the minutes on page 21 from Councillor C McShane should have referred more to the works carried out by Council being publicised to avoid any misunderstanding.

Councillor P McShane stated that the minutes could not include everything word for word and that a lack of communication had been discussed.

Councillor S McKillop stated that she would hand over notes in order that her points be properly recorded.

The Clerk stated that if there was a certain point she wished to be recorded in this way she could ask that she be recorded as saying something.
Hotel Provision in Ballycastle

Councillor Cunningham asked that the minutes be amended to include the five Ballycastle Councillors in the working group regarding Hotel Provision in Ballycastle.

This was agreed.

Councillor P McShane stated that Agenda items were sometimes wishy washy and asked that in future items would only be placed on the Agenda when the action required was outlined clearly for members.  He stated that this would help to clarify issues for members and staff and ensure ease of recording and a smoother running meeting.


This was agreed.

Councillor P McShane stated that the appropriate amendments would be made to the minutes and that they would be re-circulated for approval.
11/12:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23RD MAY 2010

Rathlin Island

Councillor C McShane enquired if a trip to Rathlin had been arranged for the five Ballycastle Councillors as yet.


The Clerk confirmed that they were awaiting a response from Rathlin to arrange a suitable date.

11/12:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Councillor P McShane welcomed Ms Julie McMath, Planning Officer to the meeting.

Councillor Cunningham stated that he wished to declare an interest as an employee of the Department’s Planning Policy division.  He stated that for the duration of the consideration of the departments schedule at this – and at future meetings he proposed to vacate the chamber in order to sit in the Public Gallery.  He informed members that he wished to clarify that he did not consider himself inhibited in anyway in any other participation of any pre-determination activity, consultation, hearing or evidence gathering, site visits, appeal hearings, planning clinics prior to either a departmental decision of an appeal before the planning appeals commission.

E/2009/0082/O  Tesco Stores Ltd, C/O Development Planning Partnership, 16 Donegal Square South, 4th Floor, Scottish Mutual Building, Belfast, BT1 5JG.  Location, lands between Leyland Heights and Ramoan Road, Leyland Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed mixed use retail/residential development and associated site and access works (Re-advertisement: Supplementary Information received)

Ms McMath stated that there had been 39 letters of objection, 1035 letters of support 3 petitions of objection with 3045 signatures and 2 petitions of support with 829 signatures.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to being contrary to the Department’s Planning Policy Statement 5 Retailing and Town Centres in that the development, if permitted, would have an adverse impact on the vitality and viability of Ballycastle town centre, a designated Conservation Area and undermine its convenience shopping function.  She informed members that it was also contrary to the Joint Ministerial Statement of 31st January 2005 on the grounds of prematurity as the Draft Northern Area Plan 2016 had reached an advanced stage of preparation, and the effect of an approval for this proposal for retail use on a zoned Housing (Urban Capacity) site, BEH 13, would be prejudicial to the outcome of the plan process by predetermining decisions about the scale and location of new development which should properly be taken through the development plan process.

After discussion,


Councillor McCambridge proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McDonnell and resolved,

“ That Council accept the refusal reasons to allow the application to proceed to appeal.”
Councillor Blaney stated that the land had originally been zoned for housing but that Council had requested that this be altered to retail use.  He questioned the validity of the objection petition stating that it would appear that a lot of the signatures looked as if they had been done with one pen and in the same handwriting.  He informed members that quite a number of the objectors were also not from the Moyle area.

Councillor Blaney stated that if development was not permitted outside the town centre Ballycastle would not be able to progress in the future.  He stated that this was a backward step.

After discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed an amendment,


Seconded by Councillor Thompson,


“That the application be deferred for one month.”

Ms McMath stated that she needed to record the corporate opinion of the Council.  She informed members that the land would need to be re-zoned as it had been zoned for housing under the Draft Northern Area Plan which was at an advanced stage of preparation.  She stated that the Planning Appeals commission were the only ones who could approve a change to the zoning.
She stated that with reference to the petitions the content, volume, quantity of comments and relevance would all have been considered before coming to the decision before Council.

Councillor Blaney stated that Council had requested that the land be rezoned 6/7 years ago.
Ms McMath stated that the examination in public for the Northern Area Plan were due to commence at the end of the year.  She stated that there were two reasons for refusal for the application and that it could be brought to appeal if the applicant wished.

Councillor P McShane stated that he felt that Ostick and Williams should have declared an interest as they were working for Tesco at the same time as the Council in asking for the land to be re-zoned and that Tesco were mentioned by name.  He informed members that this was not chased up at the time.  He asked members to consider what would be best for Ballycastle and the surrounding area.
Councillor Blaney stated that it was Tesco who had asked for the re-zoning which was probably why they had been named.

On a vote being taken on the amendment, there were five in favour of and nine against the amendment which was lost.

On a vote being taken on the original proposal there were nine votes in favour of and five against the proposal which was carried.

Ms McMath asked if Council was therefore in agreement with the decision of the Planning Service.

Councillor McDonnell stated that he was not in agreement with the decision but that the application needed to be taken to appeal as soon as possible.  He stated that he did not support the refusal.

Councillor D McAllister stated that he felt that Tesco should be afforded an Office Meeting.
A member of the Public from the viewing gallery stated that Council should be consulting the people of Ballycastle.

Councillor Graham stated that a letter had to be in before 4 o’clock in order to gain permission to speak at a Council Meeting.

Councillor P McShane stated that there were people for and against the decision tonight and that there was no permission for members of the public to speak from the gallery.  He stated that the Planning Service had made the decision.

Other members of the public gallery were unsettled and there were several outbursts.
Councillor Blaney left the meeting at this point.

E/2010/0146/F  Mr Bob Richmond, 198 Kilraughts Road, Ballymoney, BT53 8NW.  Location, approximately 468m South East from 142 Hillside Road, Armoy, Co Antrim.  Proposed new 225kw wind turbine and switch room.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2010/0164/F  Mr M McKillop, C/O Pro-Design NI Limited, 43 Kilmandil Road, Cloughmills, Ballymena, BT44 9BH.  Location, adjacent to 85 Ballyemon Road, Cushendall.  Proposed 225kw wind turbine.
Ms McMath stated that the above application was recommended for refusal due to an unaccepted adverse impact to visual amenity and landscape character, not being sensitive to the landscape quality of Antrim Coast and Glens AONB, failure to demonstrate that there would not be a detrimental impact on adjacent properties by reason of noise impact and that there would be no potential impact on bats.

After discussion Councillor McCambridge requested an Office Meeting for additional information, she stated that she could not understand why the previous application had been approved whilst this one was refused.

Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

Councillor McDonnell stated that the Planning Service had to be realistic.  He informed members that there had to be some way to alleviate the rising price of fuel and electricity.
Councillor Graham stated that twenty applications had been turned down in the Moyle area.  He stated that it was important to get these applications passed.  He informed members that farmers were finding it extremely difficult financially and needed assistance.
Councillor D McAllister stated that there had been some misinformation in this regard as some farmers were being paid to put turbines on their land and being paid a retention fee for these.  He stated that there were 800 applications in.  He informed members that if farmers were serious about having their own turbine for personal use they could keep it to under 20m and that this would produce enough electricity.
Councillor P McShane stated that turbines of 20m as opposed to 30m would mean a great reduction in wind speeds and productivity.  He stated that these needed to be looked at and the Green Agenda needed to be promoted.  He informed members that the opportunity for wind energy and tidal energy needed to be developed.
Councillors Blaney and McIlroy returned to the meeting.

Councillor Baird stated that this was a wide range of information and informed members that Council should try if they can to get some sort of unbiased information into the provision of Green Energy.

Councillor P McShane stated that this was noted.

Councillor C McShane left the meeting at this point.

E/2010/0350/F  C Brown, 215m SE of No 40 Straid Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed new agricultural animal shed.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to the farm holding not being active and established.
Councillor Graham requested an Office Meeting for additional information.

This was agreed.

E/2010/0352/O  S McKeegan.  Location, 50m NW of 29 Glenann Road, Cushendall.  Proposed dwelling on the farm with detached double garage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to the proposed new building not being visually linked with an established group of buildings on the farm and access not being obtained from an existing lane, lack of integration, damage to rural character and detrimental change to rural character.

Councillor M McKillop requested an Office Meeting for further information.

This was agreed.


Councillor Baird left the meeting at this point.

E/2011/0022/F  Miss M McAuley.  Location, adjacent to 19 Glenann Road, Cushendall, BT44 0TG.  Proposed dwelling on the farm with detached double garage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to not being visually linked or sited to cluster with an established group of buildings on the farm, lack of integration, detrimental change to rural character, inappropriate rural design and no demonstration of satisfactory access arrangements.
After discussion,


Councillor McDonnell proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McCambridge and resolved,


“That an Office Meeting be held for additional information.”

Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting at this point.

Councillor Thompson left the meeting at this point.

E/2011/0078/F  Gaelectric Developments Ltd, Unit 4, Block 1, Clogheen Business Park, Blarney Road, Cork.  Location, lands between Castlecatt Road and Cloonty Wood, Derrykeighan, Ballymoney, Co Antrim.  Proposed retention of a temporary fifty meter high wind monitoring pole.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

Deferred Applications

E/2009/0185/F  D & T McHenry, C/O MKA Planning, 15 Harpers Quay, Spencer Road, Londonderry, BT47 6AE.  Location, lands 20m east of Dunamallaght Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of 4 No. three bedroom holiday cottages immediately adjacent to existing farmyard.  Farm based on an active holding.  Amended proposal.
Ms McMath stated that there had been 9 letters of objection.

Members had no further objections to the above application and it was recommended for approval.

Councillor Baird returned to the meeting.

Councillor S McKillop left the meeting at this point.

Councillors C and P McShane thanked the Planners for this approval.

Councillor Thompson returned to the meeting.

E/2010/0112/O  Mr J McAuley, 18 Clady Road, Cushendun.  Location, adjacent to 32 Clady Road, Cushendun.  Proposed site for house on a farm.
E/2010/0215/F  Mr & Mrs P Thompson, C/O Fleming McKernan Associates, 1 Upper Abbey Street, Coleraine, BT52 1BF.  Location, 88 Straid Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement dwelling and detached garage.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2010/0224/F  Mr R McCook, C/O Moore Design, Market Court, 63 New Row, Coleraine, BT52 1EJ.  Location, Barn located 30m NE of No. 85 Ballykenver Road, Armoy.  Proposed conversion of existing barn to dwelling incorporating porch, side and rear extensions, detached garage and alterations to existing access.

E/2010/0268/O Mr D J McKinley, C/O Bailey Architecture, 9 Glenview Road, Glenshesk, Ballycastle, BT54 6QE.  Location, 50m north of 16 Glenmakeeran Road, Ballyvoy, Ballycastle.  Proposed dwelling on the farm to supersede previous approval granted under E/2009/0307/O.

Ms McMath stated that the above two applications had been withdrawn.
E/2010/0342/F  Stephen Morrison.  Location, 80 Carrowreagh Road, Armoy, Ballymoney.  Proposed replacement dwelling.
There were no objections to this application, it was recommended for approval.

Councillor Graham thanked the planners for this approval.

Councillor S McKillop returned to the meeting.

E/2011/0066/O  Mr M Cosgrove, 17 Glenariff Road, Glenariff, BT44 0QY.  Location, approximately 65m NW of 17 Glenariff Road.  Proposed replacement dwelling as per policy CTY3 of Planning Policy Statement 21.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to there being no structure that exhibited the essential characteristics of a dwelling and all external structural walls were not substantially intact.

Councillor N McAllister stated that there was evidence that there had been a building on the land and asked that the application be deferred for 4 weeks.

Ms McMath stated that she could not defer the application for a second time but that she would hold issue of the decision for seven days to allow for any additional information to be sent in.

It was noted that Council did not agree with the Planning Service decision.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Office Meetings would be held on 7th July.

Councillor McDonnell stated that he was sorry to see that the Scally appeal had been dismissed.  He informed members that there were AONB tourist policies and strategies but that the AONB could not be used to accommodate tourists.
Councillor N McAllister left the meeting at this point.

Councillor Blaney asked Ms McMath for a map to be supplied of the town centre limits for Ballycastle.

The Clerk stated that a letter had been circulated from Tesco for members attention.

He informed members that there was also a letter from MK Planning Ltd requesting permission to present to Council at the September meeting about a proposed development at Station Road.

This was agreed.

Councillor P McShane thanked representatives of the Planning Service for their attendance at the meeting.
11/12:05
BUILDING CONTROL REPORT


The Building Control Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Proposal to rename section of the Moycraig Road, Bushmills
The HBC stated that following the request to rename a section of the Moycraig Road, Bushmills, a survey had been carried out to enquire if residents would be in favour of renaming a section as Araboy Road.  He informed members that the survey results were 50% in favour and 50% not in favour.  He stated that as legislation required 2/3 consent from the replies received, this result did not meet the necessary percentage.
After discussion, it was agreed that signage would be erected to identify the relevant numbers of the section of the Moycraig Road previously discussed.
Proposed Naming of New Development 

The HBC stated that an application had been received proposing the name Mount Edwards View for a new development at Cushendall.  He informed members that this development was located within the townland of Mount Edwards.

This was agreed.

Licence Applications

The HBC stated that the following applications had been received;  

Occasional Entertainment’s Licence for Mr R Laverty for a Marquee in the grounds of Cushendun GAC from 12th July to 17th July 2011.

After discussion, it was agreed that this would be approved subject to PSNI and NIFRS consultations.

Transfer of Entertainment’s Licence for Mr W Huey for the Rooks Nest, Main Street, Armoy.

This was agreed.

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor S McKillop and resolved,


“That Building Control Report be adopted.”

11/12:06
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Health and Enforcement Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.


In the absence of the HEE the Clerk delivered this report.

Environmental Health Service Plan 2011/12
The Clerk stated that District Councils were required under statute to prepare an annual Environmental Health Service Plan.  He informed members that the Plan set out the services to be provided and the resource implications.  He outlined the main areas of the report including Food Service, Health and Safety, Consumer Protection, Dog Control, Environmental Protection, Fuel Poverty and Future Issues.  He stated that a copy of the full Service Plan was available on the Environmental Health section of the Council website or on request.
After discussion it was agreed to approve the Environmental Health Service Plan for 2011/12.

Councillor Baird stated that she would like some clarification of the measures in place to combat Fuel Poverty.

The Clerk stated that he did not think there was a lot of expertise in this area but that investigation would be carried out to try to find out measures in place to combat Fuel Poverty.

Councillor Cunningham stated that he was hoping for more of an action plan in order to help give more publicity and a fresh approach to help change behaviour.  He stated that he had not meant his previous comments as an attack upon performance.

The Clerk confirmed that there was an ongoing Action Plan and that this was just an outline of dog control.

Councillor McCambridge referred to a case of dog barking keeping people awake at night.

The Clerk stated that the Council could take action under noise pollution legislation.

Councillor Baird stated that she was aware of this case and that the person in question had not accepted the noise equipment.
In reply to Councillor McCambridge, the Clerk stated that every effort would be made by Environmental Health to assist the person in question but informed members that there was a limit to what Council could do.

Councillor Thompson stated that he wished to thank the Dog Warden for work carried out at Waterfoot beach.  He informed members that the sign was still not on the van.

Councillor P McShane stated that this had been noted.

Request for Street Trading Licence for Twelfth

The Clerk stated that a Street Trading Licence for the Diamond had been received from Bethany Kitchen, a charity based in Ballymoney.  He informed members that they traded at the last 12th without a licence and complaints were received from traders in the area.

Councillor P McShane stated that there had been complaints in relation to this as ratepayers offered a similar service in the area.  He stated that this was one of the busiest days of the year and he would be of a mind to refuse the request.

Councillor D McAllister stated that this was a local man from Armoy from the Church of God, he stated that he was there for everyone.

After discussion,


Councillor D McAllister proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S McKillop,


“That the Bethany Kitchen be facilitated.”

Councillor C McShane stated that she was in agreement with Councillor P McShane.  She stated that she had been trying to encourage traders to open up during the 12th.  She stated that there had been complaints after this charity kitchen had operated at the last 12th.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she had been aware of the complaints and objections in 2006 and understood the reasons behind them.

Councillor Baird stated that the Marine Hotel was now closed and not all traders in the town were food traders.  She stated that it was also good to have an option which did not include the sale of alcohol.

Councillor S McKillop agreed with these comments. 

Councillor C McShane stated that she would urge members to consider that the granting of this licence might alienate people who did not want the 12th in Ballycastle.  She stated that she wanted Business as usual and to try to bring the community together and stated that this licence should not be granted.
After discussion,


Councillor P McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor C McShane,

“That Council do not permit the Street Trading Licence as the applicant is not a business ratepayer.”

On a vote being taken, there were seven in favour of and eight against the amendment which was lost.

Addendum to the Environmental Health and Enforcement Service Report

Lammas Fair Fees

The HEE stated that the consultation period regarding the proposed increase in fees closed on Friday 24th.  He informed members that four responses were received from traders; they stated that the proposed rise should be reconsidered in light of the economic situation.  He stated that one requested a reduction because they left no waste.  The Clerk stated that fees for the Lammas Fair were calculated on a cost-neutral basis and the Council had no powers to reduce the charges for economic reasons.  He informed members that waste disposal costs were based on the total costs of the fair which included both stall holders and members of the public.  He stated that the recommendation was the approval of rise from £120 to £135 per stall for the Lammas Fair.

This was agreed.

After discussion,


Councillor McAllister proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report and Addendum be adopted.”

11/12:07
INTERIM REPORT FOR CORPORATE SERVICES
The Interim Report for Corporate Services, having been circulated, was taken as read.


In the absence of the ACE the Clerk delivered the report.

Year End Accounts
The Clerk stated that work was progressing on the Year-End Accounts and there had been a few changes since the Council meeting of 13th June.  He informed members that these totalled £19,207 and that the District Fund Summary had been updated accordingly.
After discussion, it was agreed that the changes would be approved.

Addendum to the Interim Report for Corporate Services

Signing and sealing – former Amusement Arcade, Bayview Road, Ballycastle

The Clerk stated that following approval by Council on 14th March 2011, to lease the former Amusement Arcade, Bayview Road, Ballycastle for use as a Children’s Soft Play Area, a lease had been drawn up by Council’s solicitors and it was now recommended that this be signed and sealed.

After discussion,


Councillor D McAllister proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,


“That this lease be signed and sealed.”

Bushmills Ulster Scots Heritage – Festival Day

The Clerk stated that correspondence had been received from Bushmills Ulster Scots Heritage requesting permission to use the surrounding areas of Dundarave football pitch on Monday 11th July from 10am to 10pm for their Festival Day.

After discussion,

Councillor D McAllister proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That Council approve this request for approval subject to the necessary insurance documents being received prior to the event.”

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That the Interim and Addendum Report for Corporate Services be adopted.”
11/12:08
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT
The Development Services Report having been circulated was taken as read.
Proposed Local Economic Development Plan 2011-2012

         

Councillor P McShane welcomed the Economic Development Officer (EDO) to the meeting and invited her to deliver her report.

The EDO stated that the purpose of Economic Development was to assist local business growth, increase the capacity/skills of the business sector, sustain local jobs, design and deliver targeted business programmes, research and evaluation and seeking new funding/business opportunities in order to build a stronger local economy.

With reference to Local Economic Development the EDO outlined the characteristics of the Moyle Business Community.  She informed members that there were approximately 850 businesses in the Moyle area and that the Moyle Business Survey revealed that 18 of the 73 businesses who responded estimated a turnover of between £500k - £1 million.  She stated that in 2010/11 Moyle companies had contributed £1,237,000 in business rates.

The EDO stated that the framework documents for local Economic Development were the Corporate Plan 2011, the Moyle LED Strategy 2008/13, the LED Collaborative Strategy 2010/13 and the Moyle Tourism Strategy 2010/15.

She informed members that the key themes emerging from the framework documents fell into the areas of Information and Communication Technology, Improving the Business Environment, Emerging Business Sectors and Business Growth and Development.  She outlined the proposed projects which were subject to funding approval from central Government bodies and collaborative working with other Councils and some programmes that would be delivered through the Councils own Economic Development budget.  She stated that details of proposed programmes would be brought to future Council meetings.  

The EDO referred to the project budget for 2011-2012 with a total gross cost of £60,000, an estimated income of £10,000 leaving a net cost of £50,000.

In reply to Councillor Baird the EDO stated that the Economic Development website would be the main way to market the area for new business.  She stated that in terms of marketing the area in general the Tourism Officer under the Tourism Strategy undertook a lot of marketing activities.  She informed members that in terms of promoting Business, her remit was not to promote individual businesses but to promote the area in terms of potential new investment opportunities.  

In terms of Strategic level, the HDS stated that the present Economic Development Plan was flexible to allow that circumstances do change. She stated that a new Corporate Plan was underway with work and a scoping exercise being carried out for next year.

The Clerk stated that work was also ongoing at cluster level in relation to the key themes.  He stated that this was cascading down to the 4 councils and in the meantime the scoping exercise was underway.

Councillor Blaney stated that he felt that tarmacing the Tow Rover Path was a waste of money as flooding would cause slippage.  He informed members that he would prefer money to be spent on the Goats Path.

The Edo stated that this was not in the Ballycastle Town Partnership town strategy.

Councillor Blaney enquired about where the Ballycastle Town Trails would be.

The EDO stated that these would not be created until the tendering process was complete.

Councillor C McShane enquired about the use of wind turbines and tidal energy and stated that these seemed to be restricted in AONBs.  She asked about a follow up to Café Culture, the Bids Workshop and continued lobbying for Broadband access in Ballintoy and Rathlin Island.

The EDO referred to Smart Grid, and stated that it may be worth inviting them to present to Council.  She stated that they could inform council of the work carried out in relation to green technologies.
It was agreed that a presentation would be beneficial.

In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the EDO stated that the only way of obtaining figures on the closure of businesses in the area through NISRA, VAT readings, PAYE and subtracting from the previous years figures.  The only other way to obtained up to date information was to carry out some primary research.

The HDS stated that any collection of figures in this area would be out of date by the time a survey had been completed with regard to business starts and businesses closing.  She stated that NISRA was the best place to obtain this kind of information. 
Councillor C McShane and D McAllister left the meeting at this point.

In reply to Councillor Graham, the EDO stated that she offered the same business development support to all businesses in the Moyle area.  She stated that Ballycastle had a greater number of businesses than Bushmills but that Bushmills were able to avail of all the business services on offer.  She stated that one of the Naturally North Coast winners was a Bushmills business.

The HDS stated that Bushmills THI was also doing a lot of work in the area and helping the appearance of the town hence improving tourism and other developments.

In reply to Councillor S McKillop, the EDO stated that rates figure was obtained from the Councils Finance Department and did not include those rates that were still outstanding therefore unlikely to provide information of the number of businesses that had closed or opened during the year.  

Councillor C McShane returned to the meeting.

After further discussion, it was agreed to approve the Economic Development Plan 2011/12.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Weekend 2 – 5th June 2012
The HDS stated that the Chief Executive recently attended a meeting of County Antrim councils organised by the Lord Lieutenant, Mrs Joan Christie, in order to discuss arrangements for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in June 2012.

She informed members that discussion took place regarding the intentions of the various individual councils, community involvement (eg through the community festivals fund), the possibility of a single County Antrim event and the provision of Beacons to be lit during the weekend in question.

She stated that it was clear that most Councils were at a very early stage and are only beginning to consider how this event is to be marked. It was therefore agreed that each representative would return to their respective Councils in order to ascertain and discuss any specific proposals so that these may be brought back to a later meeting.

Councillor P McShane stated that the Community Festival Fund was available for applications to enable the community to apply for any proposed events.


After discussion,



Councillor P McShane proposed,



Seconded by Councillor C McShane,

“That events be left to communities to organise and that they could avail of the Community Festival Fund for this purpose.”

Councillor Graham stated that he would be in favour of an event or function to be held in the Causeway Ward.

Councillor Baird supported these comments and stated that some kind of mass event would showcase the area and give publicity.  She suggested that this could possibly link in with the Olympic Torch weekend where different areas of the district could be doing different things.

Councillor C McShane stated that she would be opposed to Council as a corporate body doing anything.  She informed members that there were a number of commemorative events coming up over the next few years and that she felt that the communities should organise their own events.
Councillor McKillop stated that each project should be taken on its own merit.

Councillor McIlroy proposed that there be a Council led event around the coastline for all those wishing to participate.
After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed an amendment,


Seconded by Councillor S McKillop,


“That a Council led event be organised such as a beacon at Portcaman.”

On a vote being taken on the amendment, there were 6 in favour and 7 against the amendment which was lost.

On a vote being taken on the original proposal, there were 12 votes in favour of the proposal which was carried.

Community Small Grant Application 

The HDS stated that an application for a Community Small Grant had been received from Liscolman Community Association.

She informed members that the application met criteria and recommended approval.
After discussion, it was agreed to approve a grant of £100.

Seeding Grant

The HDS stated that an application for a Seeding Grant had been received from Altananam, Broombeg, Broombeg View Association.

She informed members that the application met criteria and recommended approval.

After discussion, it was agreed to approve a grant of £225.

Addendum to the Development Services Report

Good Relations Grant Scheme
The HDS stated that an application for a Good Relations Grant had been received from The Corrymeela Community.

She informed members that the application met criteria and recommended approval.

After discussion, it was agreed to approve a grant of £250.

Community Infrastructure Fund 2011/12 – Recommendations for allocation of Funding

The HDS stated that the Community Infrastructure Fund had a total budget of £40,000 for 2011/12.  

She informed members that the organisations could apply for up to 20% of the total cost of a capital project, to a maximum of £10,000.  She stated that organisations making applications for assistance with technical costs (such as professional fees and feasibility studies) to help them move forward with a capital project could apply for up to 50% of the total cost of a project, to a maximum of £2,500.  

The HDS stated that three applications were received under the 2011/12 call for the Community Infrastructure Fund and the Community Grants Assessment Panel met on 22nd June to assess the applications. 

She informed members that the total value of the applications received was £16,560. She stated that since the amount requested did not exceed the total amount available in the fund, the panel proposed that the 3 applicants be awarded the amounts applied for, which were all within the maximum amounts that could be awarded. 

After discussion, 

Councillor P McShane proposed,

Seconded by Councillor D McAllister and resolved,

“That Council approve the Community Infrastructure Fund 2011/12 recommendations for allocation of Funding and put out a second call for applications to the Community Infrastructure Fund with a closing date of Friday 30th September.”
Lammas Fair Street Entertainers’ Competition
The HDS stated that two judges and the Chairman were requested from Council to judge the Street Entertainer’s competition which would be held on Monday 29th August from 2pm to 4pm.

After discussion,


Councillor D McAllister proposed

Councillor McIlroy


Seconded by S McKillop

Councillor C McShane proposed

Councillor M A McKillop


Seconded by Councillor N McAllister

Bushmills Townscape Heritage Initiative

The HDS stated that over the past 5 years the Partnership for the Bushmills Townscape Heritage Initiative had funded the restoration of 4 key buildings in the village and the scheme was now finished apart from some administration work. 

She informed members that this Partnership was originally set up by Moyle District Council’s Development Services following a successful bid by the Council to the Heritage Lottery Fund which secured £440k. 

She stated that the Partnership had now written informing the Council that they had the opportunity to bid for a second round and were therefore asking the Council to again take the lead in bidding to the HLF.  

The HDS stated that this type of application was complex and involved in the first place a lot of technical expertise; this was available last time via NI Housing Executive but is no longer available. She informed members that Match funding of 25% also had to be identified. Last time this was through Council inputting £3,000 per annum plus costing officer’s time over the lifetime of the project which was valued at £10,000 per annum. Also the Housing Executive’s Town Centre Living Initiative was identified, again no longer available, and DOE Planning Service who match funded the actual buildings as they progressed, this budget has now been significantly reduced. 

The HDS stated that consequently the Council would have to consider; firstly commissioning specialist expertise to assist in putting together the application; secondly the matter of match funding would have to be resolved which may pose a particular challenge in today’s economic climate both for the Council and any other potential funders. The HDS stated that specialist help may need to be sought to aid the application process through stage 1.  She stated that neighbouring Councils were putting in £6000 and £7000 to get through the first stage.

Councillor Graham stated that Council should do whatever was necessary to achieve this in order to help with the many existing derelictions.

Councillor Baird stated that Bushmills was important as a gateway for the district.  She stated that dereliction was very poor looking and that this should be fully examined to find a way to complete the application.  She suggested that the NIHE be asked again as they promoted a project called Big Society and that some of the Universities may be able to offer help. She suggested that they be contacted at Vice Chancellor level.

Councillor S McKillop stated that people were interested in the uptake of this in Bushmills.  She informed members that she supported Council sourcing help but that this would be a matter of urgency as the application was due in September.

Councillor McIlroy supported all that had been said and stated that this should be left to the HDS to source what help could be sourced to make the application.

Councillor C McShane commended the officer work in Bushmills in phase 1 and stated that the work of Council needed to be publicised in the area.
Councillor Baird agreed with these comments and stated that considerable effort and money was going into this work and that the people should know it was ongoing.

After further discussion, it was agreed that the HDS would take necessary steps to progress Council’s application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for Bushmills Townscape Heritage Initiative and bring this back to Council.

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,


“That the Development Services Report and Addendum be approved.”

Tourism Strategy – Interim Report

The Clerk stated that this Interim Report was not on the Agenda but tabled on the night.

It was agreed to take this report.

The Clerk delivered this report in the absence of the HTLS.

Tourism and Recreation Masterplan for Forest Parks £8,000 2010/2011 Budget
The Clerk stated that Councillors may recall that £8000 was allocated for the above project in 2010/2011 budget.  He informed members that this project did not materialise.  He stated that the Tourism Officer would like to reallocate this money to implement actions within the tourism action plan relating to activity tourism.  He informed members that it was proposed to retain the services of Sharon Scott of Town Centre Solutions to deliver this activity tourism scoping exercise.

After discussion,


Councillor C McShane proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McCambridge and resolved,

“That £8,000 would be reallocated to implement actions within the Tourism Action Plan relating to activity tourism.”

11/12:09
donated memorial seating

(Requested by Councillor Cunningham)


Councillor Cunningham stated that he wished to commend the prompt action of the HTS in the replacement of the memorial plaques on the donated memorial seating.

11/12:10
belvoir park hospital


(Requested by Councillor McCambridge)


Councillor McCambridge asked that a letter be sent to the Minister for Health to express Councils concern over the breach of confidentiality at the Belvoir Park Hospital site and that to request an investigation to discuss the procedure relating to data protection.

Councillor D McAllister stated that Belfast City Council had already undertaken this process and asked why Moyle Council would get involved outside their area.


Councillor McCambridge stated that this had been a regional facility used by all.


Councillor Cunningham stated that they were only asking for our voice to be added to this.


This was agreed.

11/12:11
tavnaghan lane


(Requested by Councillor M A McKillop)


Councillor M A McKillop asked that a letter be sent to Roads Service to request the adoption of Tavnaghan Lane, Cushendall.  She stated that she had been inundated with complaints regarding surfacing, inadequate drainage and pot holes and informed members that children used this lane to get to school.


Councillor P McShane stated that he endorsed this request.


Councillor McDonnell stated that he thought this lane had never formally been abandoned but that it was supposed to receive minimal maintenance.  He stated that the residents had got together to repair the lane.


Councillor P McShane stated that screenings had been put on the lane but questioned if residents should be responsible for repairs.


Councillor Blaney left the meeting.


After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent.

11/12:12
Conferences, courses etc


Nilga and Equality Commission for Northern Ireland – Promoting Equality of Opportunity and Good Relations in Local Government.  To be held on29th June at Craigavon Borough Council Civic and Conference Centre


After discussion,


Councillor Thompson proposed,



Seconded by Councillor P McShane,



“That Councillors N McAllister and M A McKillop be nominated to attend.”

11/12:13
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 
and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

The Clerk stated applications had been received under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985 for the following;

Occasional Licence for Mr & Mrs McKeegan, McBride’s Bar on behalf of Cushendun GAC for events from Wednesday 13th – Sunday 17th July 2011.
There were no objections to the above application.
11/12:14
Sealing of Documents
After discussion, 

Councillor Councillor D McAllister proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,

“That the lease for the former Amusement Arcade for use as a Children’s Soft Play Area be signed and sealed.”
11/12:15
Correspondence

Letter dated 6th June 2011 from the Local Government Staff Commission for Northern Ireland regarding the appointment of Diversity Champions

After discussion, it was agreed that the appointed Disability Champion would also take on the role of Diversity Champion.
Letter dated 16th June 2011 from the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety regarding the appointment of 2 Local Government Representative Members to Public Health Agency

This letter was noted.

Letter dated 20th June 2011 from the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure regarding the Search for inspirational people from NI to carry the Olympic Flame 

The Clerk confirmed that names were required by 29th June and that details were available on the Council web site or in the press.

Letter from the Department of Justice regarding Justice in the Community Awards 

This letter was noted.
The meeting concluded at 10:00pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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