MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 28 JUNE 2004 AT 4.00 PM


In the Chair:
Councillor G Hartin

Members Present:
Councillors M Black, S Blaney, M Digney, H A Harding, W Graham, T Laverty, C McCambridge, A P McConaghy, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan and M Molloy. 


Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive

Mr D Kelly, Chief District Building Control Officer

Mr A Wilson, Senior Environmental Health Officer

Mrs E Mulholland, Development Manager

Mr M McGerty, Economic Development Officer

Miss F McCorry, Member Services/Clerical Officer

Mr P Duffy, DoE Planning Service

Mr R White, Chief Building Control Officer

04/18:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Apologies

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors C Blaney and McAllister, who were unable to be present.


Chairman’s Business


Councillor Hartin stated that he had no Chairman’s Business.
Camogie All Ireland Champions

Councillor Molloy stated that he wished to congratulate the Ballycastle Under Fourteen Camogie Club who had won the All Ireland Championship in Westmeath at the weekend.  He informed members that they had been the first Ballycastle team ever to have achieved such an award, and requested that a reception be held in their honour.

Councillor Laverty stated that he would like to concur with these remarks, and pointed out that it had been a historic win and a great credit to the team.

Councillor Harding also expressed her congratulations.

Seamus Blaney also stated that he supported these remarks, and pointed out that it should be a civic reception as an All Ireland award had never been brought back to Moyle.

Councillors McMullan and Digney concurred with the remarks and stated that they wished to congratulate the team.

Councillor McConaghy stated that he wished to congratulate the Triples Ladies Bowling team who had represented Ireland and came second place in the British Isles Triples Championships following a play off having tied first place, and stated that they too should be invited to the civic reception.
After discussion,


Councillor Laverty proposed,


Seconded by Councillor S Blaney and resolved,

“That a civic reception be held for the Ballycastle Under Fourteen Camogie Club and for the Triples Ladies Bowling Team”.

04/18:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24 MAY 2004 
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 24 May 2004, having been circulated, were taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24 May 2004 be adopted.”

04/18:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 24 MAY 2004 
Art Exhibition

Councillor Laverty referred to page seventeen of the minutes and in particular the Art Exhibition and stated that great interest had been shown following the article in the press, but pointed out that not enough detail had been given, and enquired if a date had been fixed for the exhibition.

Councillor McCambridge stated that it would be held the week prior to the Lammas Fair.
After discussion, it was agreed that further information, to include the date, would be generated on the Art Exhibition.

Northern Ireland Housing Executive

Councillor Laverty referred to the Northern Ireland Housing Executive which had been detailed on page twenty one of the minutes, and enquired if the letter had been sent to the NIHE expressing members’ concerns on the length of the waiting list for housing in Ballycastle.

The Clerk stated that queries had been e-mailed to the NIHE prior to the presentation to Council and that the issues had been addressed at the presentation.

After discussion,


Councillor Laverty proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Digney and resolved,

 “That a letter would be sent to the NIHE expressing members’ concerns regarding the waiting lists for housing in Ballycastle”.

Community Foundation
Councillor McMullan referred to page eighteen of the minutes, and made enquiries regarding the Community Foundation.

The Clerk requested that the queries be dealt with by the Development Manager during the Development Sector’s report.

This was agreed.

Altananam Park

Councillor S Blaney referred to page twenty three of the minutes and in particular  the extinguishment of the public right of way at Altananam Park in Ballycastle.  He pointed out that the scheme had been started with fences being taken down, but had not been completed.

After discussion,


Councillor S Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Digney,

“That a letter be sent to the NIHE expressing members’ concerns that they have deviated from the original agreements made with the tenants regarding the extinguishment of public right of way at Altananam Park, Ballycastle”.
Councillor McMullan suggested that a site meeting be held with the NIHE and other relevant parties at Altananam Park.

Councillor Laverty stated that it should be also highlighted that the scheme must be completed as soon as possible.

The Clerk advised members that it was not a Council issue but that they could approach the NIHE directly.

Councillor McIlroy stated that as a representative of the Northern Ireland Housing Council, he would arrange an office meeting followed by a site meeting, and would let members know when they would take place.

After discussion, this was agreed.

04/18:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
The Chairman welcomed Mr Paul Duffy of the Planning Office to the meeting.

E/2002/0366/F  Full.  Mr G Ross, Magheramore Quarry, 33 Magheramore Road, Ballycastle.  Installation and operation of mobile crushing and screening plant.

Mr Duffy stated that two letters of objection had been received for this application, but pointed out that it had been recommended for approval.
This was agreed.

E/2003/0521/O  Outline,  Planning Direct Ltd, Land approximately 150m east of 51 Castlecatt Road, Bushmills.  Demolition of agricultural buildings to provide site for dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to erosion of rural character, lack of integration and prominence.

Councillor Graham requested that this application be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0522/O  Outline.  Planning Direct Ltd, Land approximately 100m south of 48 Castlecat Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to erosion of rural character, lack of integration and prominence.

Councillor Graham requested that this application be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0527/O  Outline.  Planning Direct Ltd, Land south of and adjacent to 85 Haw Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration and tendency to ribboning.

Councillor Graham requested that this application be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

In reply to Councillor McCambridge, Mr Duffy stated that the Planning Department could refuse applications if they were of the opinion that there would be a significant erosion of rural character.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Mr Duffy stated that ribboning depended in the characteristics of the site.

After discussion,


Councillor McMullan proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Digney,

“That the opinions for refusal not be accepted, and that the planners reconsider the application.”

After further discussion, it was agreed that the application would be deferred for one month.

E/2004/0059/F  Full.  Mr W Fenton, Land adjacent to nos. 3 & 5 Fernmount Park, Armoy.  Erection of 2 no. detached dwellings and detached domestic garages (re-advertisement – amended plans received).
E/2004/0105/F  Full.  Mr W Falconer, 91 Carrowreagh Road, Mazes, Armoy, BT53 8RS.  Gate and piers being moved 4.000m in a north west direction.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0114/O  Outline.  Miss M McDonnell, Land adjacent to (approx 200m NW of) 155 Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Site for one and a half storey dwelling and domestic garage.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to inadequate visibility splays.

Councillor Harding requested that a site meeting be held for this application.
Councillors McCambridge and Digney concurred with this request.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0133/O  Outline.  Mr S Connolly, adjacent to 9 Carrowcrin Road, Armoy.  Proposed site for dwelling.

Mr Duffty stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, prominence and unacceptable visual impact of laneway.

Councillor Graham requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0137/F  Full.  Mr P Maguire, 14 Whitehall Gardens, Ballycastle.  Extension to dwelling.

E/2004/0143/F  Full.  Mr P McSparran, 30 Ballybrack Road, Cushendall.  Replacement dwelling house and detached garage.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2004/0151/O  Outline.  Mr D McIntyre, Land adjacent to 47 Craigalappin Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, ribboning and erosion of rural character.

Councillor McConaghy requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0159/F  Full.  Mr J McNaughton, land adjacent to 73 Glenariff Road, Glenariff.  Erection of replacement dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to unacceptable off-site replacement and lack of integration and prominence.  He also pointed out that it had unacceptable visual impact of proposed access.

Councillor McDonnell requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

Councillor Digney concurred with this request.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0161/O  Outline.  Mr S Creith, 20m North North West of 31 Haw Road, Bushmills. Site of dwelling.

E/2004/0176/O  Outline,  Mr G Ramage, 200m NW of 32 Cozies Road, Bushmills.  Site of two storey dwelling and garage.

There were no objections to the above applications, they were recommended for approval.
E/2004/0177/O  Outline.  Ms A O’Neill, Land to rear of 40 Clady Road, Cushendun.  Site for single storey dwelling. 
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to there being no case in need in an AONB and erosion of rural character.  He also pointed out that there were substandard visibility splays and unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor McCambridge requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0189/O  Outline.  Mr McGinn, Lands approximately 90m NNW of 33 Churchfield Road, Carey Mill, Ballycastle.  Site for farm dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case in need in AONB, lack of integration and prominence.

Councillor S Blaney stated that the dwelling would integrate and pointed out that there had been a house built above the proposed site.

Councillors Molloy, and McCambridge expressed their agreement with this remark.

Councillor Laverty requested that the application be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0191/O  Outline.  Mr D McNeill, Glendun Road (approximately 100m NE of Kilgarrive Graveyard), Cushendun.  Site for replacement dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to unacceptable off-site replacement and lack of integration and prominence.  He also stated that there would be unacceptable tree loss and unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor McCambridge requested that a site meeting be held for this application.
After discussion, this was agreed.

E/2004/0204/A  Advertisement.  Northern Bank Ltd, 24-26 Ann Street, Ballycastle.  1 no projecting sign and 1 no facia sign.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2004/0211/O  Outline.  Mr P Quinn, land approximately 320m north of 29 Gaults Road and 300m off Cloughs Road, Cushendall.  Site for farm retirement dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case in need in AONB, lack of integration and prominence and unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor McMullan stated that the applicant was the tenth generation of family farming and informed members that he would like to see the report that went to the planners.

After discussion, it was agreed that a site meeting would be held for this application and that the report that had been submitted to the Planners would be made available for members information.

E/2004/0213/O  Outline.  Mr Smith, Land approximately 70m SE of 55 Ballyvennaght Road, Ballyvoy.  Site for two storey dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to no case in need, erosion of rural character and lack of integration and prominence.  He also pointed out that there were unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor McCambridge requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

Councillor Black concurred with this request.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0216/O  Outline,  Miss A Richmond,  Land opposite 41 Castlecatt Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to erosion of rural character and lack of integration.

Councillor Graham requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

Councillor McIlroy expressed his support for this request.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0219/F  Full.  Mr & Mrs S Dunn, 36 Bush Gardens, Bushmills.  Extension and attic conversion.

E/2004/0220/F  Full.  Mr & Mrs Creighton, 161 Cushendall Road, Ballycastle.  Extension to dwelling and new garage.

There were no objections to the above two applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2004/0222/O Outline.  Smith, Stroan Road, 210m N of 104a Hillside Road, Armoy.  Dwelling and garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, erosion of rural character and prominence.

Councillor Hartin requested that this application be deferred for two weeks.
Councillor McMullan stated that this application should be judged as a new site that had no previous application as it had been withdrawn before a formal decision had been taken on it.
After discussion, it was agreed that this application would be deferred for two months.

E/2004/0225/F  Full. Northern Ireland Electricity, approximately 420m west of 93 Magheramore Road, Ballycastle.  11kv supply for dwelling.

E/2004/0229/F  Full.  Mr L McConaghie. 301 Whitepark Road, Bushmills, BT57 8SN.  Retrospective application for an existing garage and playroom.

E/2004/0231/F  Full.  M & A Kane, 14 Lagavar Road, Cloghcorr, Ballycastle.  Proposed Annex, Conservatory and Ensuite.

E/2004/0234/F  Full.  Northern Ireland Housing Executive, 40 Glentaisie Drive, Ballycastle.  Ground floor double bedroom and shower room.

There were no objections to the above four applications, they were recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0240/O  Outline.  Mr D Kearney, Adjacent 60 Ballyeamon Road, Cushendall.  Site for detached dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to there being no case in need.

Councillor Digney expressed her disappointment at the recommendation.

Councillor McCambridge requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0244/F  Full.  Mr & Mrs T McLaughlin, 1 Gortaclee Road, Cushendall. First floor extension to existing rear return.
There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

Applications deferred from previous meeting

E/2002/0328/O  Outline.  Mr J Reddington, land opposite 27 Glenariff Road, Glenariff.  Site for self catering cottage.

E/2002/0329/O  Outline.  Mr J Reddington, land opposite 27 Glenariff Road, Glenariff.  Site for self catering cottage.

Mr Duffy stated that the above two applications had been recommended for refusal due to not having demonstrated exceptional benefit to tourist industry, policies TOU1 and TOU3 and being contrary to policy DES4 of the planning strategy.  He also stated that there was lack of integration, build up and unacceptable visual impact on the AONB.

Councillor McMullan stated that the applicant had forwarded a letter from the Tourist Board to back the plan and prove the exceptional benefit, and pointed out that it was a niche market.
Councillor Laverty stated that there was no coordination of the Masterplan, between the Planners, Northern Ireland Tourist Board and Invest Northern Ireland.
All members expressed their agreement with this remark.

After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McCambridge,

“That a meeting be held with the Minister and a deputation from the Council to discuss the lack of backing.”

Councillor McMullan requested that the planners reconsider their recommendation and bring it back to the next planning meeting.
After further discussion, it was agreed that this application would be deferred for a further month.

E/2003/0252/O  Outline.  Mr D McAlister, opposite 31 Dun-a-Mallaght Road, Ballycastle.  Site for retirement farm dwelling and garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration and urban sprawl.  He also pointed out that there was prominence and that it failed to integrate in the AONB and there was failure to demonstrate sufficient need.

Councillor Harding requested that this application be deferred for one month.

Councillor McCambridge stated that she supported this request.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0362/O  Mr D Kane, land opposite 30 Knocknacarry Road, Cushendun.  Site for farmworkers dwelling and domestic garage.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had shown no case in need, lack of integration and prominence and that there would be detrimental impact on adjacent listed building.

Councillor McDonnell requested that this application be deferred for one month for further medical advice.

Councillors Black and McCambridge expressed their support of this remark.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0367/O  Outline.  Mr J G McArthur, land approximately 90m north of 162 Glenshesk Road, Cromaghs Armoy.  Site for dwelling and detached domestic garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of intregration and unacceptable visual impact on proposed access.

Councillor McCambridge expressed her disappointment at the recommendation and requested that the application be deferred for one month for her to speak to the applicant and go back to the planners.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0432/O  Outline.  Mr R McCaw, Glenstaughey Road, Ballintoy.  Demolition of existing semi-detached dwellings and erection of 2 no cottages.

There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

Councillors Hartin and Harding expressed their thanks to Mr Duffy for the approval.

E/2003/0467/O  Outline.  Mr & Mrs J McAllister, land opposite 4-10 Knocknacarry Crescent, Knocknacarry Avenue, Cushendun.  Site for two storey guesthouse / dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case in need.

Councillor McCambridge requested that this application be deferred for one month.
This was agreed.

E/2003/0486/O  Outline,  Mr & Mrs T McMullan, to the rear of 42 Magheramore Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed retirement dwelling and detached garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration, prominence and sub-standard visibility splays but requested that this application be deferred for consideration as further information had been received.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0513/O  Outline.  Mr & Mrs G Scally.  Adjacent to 185c and d Torr Road, Cushendun.  Building of two semi-detached cottages for renting to tourists.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had recommended for refusal due to no exceptional need demonstrated, build up in the AONB and sub-standard visibility splays.
Councillor McCambridge stated that this application was for an existing family business, and pointed out that as their facilities had been working to full capacity and that exceptional need had been proved, and requested that this application be deferred for one month.
Councillors Laverty and McMullan expressed their agreement with this remark.

Councillor Hartin requested that the Divisional Planning Officer come to a meeting to explain how to prove exceptional need.
Councillor McMullan also requested that a representative of the Tourist Board be in attendance.

After discussion it was agreed that this application be deferred for one month and that the Divisional Planning Officer and a representative of the Tourist Board be in attendance at a planning meeting.

E/2003/0525/O  Outline.  Planning Direct Ltd, land approximately 50m north of 57 Castlecat Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling.

E/2003/0526/O  Outline.  Planning Direct Ltd, 75m north of and opposite 88 Haw Road, Bushmills.  Site for erection of new dwelling,

E/2003/0528/O  Outline.  Planning Direct Ltd, West and adjacent to 85 Haw Road, Bushmills.  Site for erection of new dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that the above three applications had been recommended for refusal due to erosion of rural character and failure to integrate.

Councillor Graham requested that the above three applications be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0531/F  Full.  Mr P McCarry, Ballyucan Primary School, Torr Road, Ballycastle.  Erection of rural cottage (on site of abandoned derelict school house).

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to no need demonstrated and lack of integration in AONB and prominence.

Councillor McCambridge requested that this application be deferred for two months.
Councillors Harding, McConaghy, Laverty and S Blaney expressed their support for this request.

This was agreed.

E/2003/0537/F  Outline.  Mr D McHenry, 88 Torr Road, Ballycastle.  Site for dwelling.
Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case of need and failure to demonstrate satisfactory means of access.  He also pointed out that there was lack of integration and that it was unduly prominent.

Councillor Molloy requested that this application be deferred for the Architects to redesign.


This was agreed.

E/2004/0004/F  Full.  Mr J McMullan, land between 60 and 62 Gaults Road, Cushendall.  Erection of single storey dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that one letter of objection had been received for this application and that it had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case in need, erosion of rural character and ribbon development.
Councillor McMullan requested that a site meeting be held for this application.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0039/O  Outline.  S Craig, land approximately 40m to rear of 5 Islandarragh Road, Ballycastle.  Site for dwelling and domestic garage.  

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to no case on need and unacceptable impact on trees, and that two letters of objection had been received.

Councillor Hartin requested that this application be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0053/O  Outline,  Mr A McIntosh, land to rear of 6 Glenariffe Road, Glenariffe.  Site for caravan manager’s office and dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that one letter of objection had been received for this application and that it had been recommended for refusal due to insufficient case of need, overdevelopment unacceptable impact on residential amenity and site liable to flooding.

Councillor Graham requested that this application be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0056/F  Full.  A McNaughton, 1 Middlepark Avenue, Cushendall.  Extension to dwelling.
There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

E/2004/0073/O  Outline.  Mr D Kane, land approximately 300m north of 31 Isle Road, Bushmills.  Site for bungalow and domestic garage (re-advertisement – amended).

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration and unacceptable impact on wetland habitat.

Councillor McConaghy stated that the field was not a wetland area as there was considerable growth on the site, and pointed out that a bungalow being built would help to solve the problem of dumping.

Councillors McIlroy and Graham supported these remarks.

Councillor McConaghy requested that this application be referred to the Planning Management Board.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0076/F  Full.  Mr C McNaughton, 8 Kilnadore Park, Cushendall.  Erection of single domestic garage with loft.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to prejudice safety and convenience or road users due to loss of communal car parking spaces.

Councillor McMullan requested that this application be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0096/O  Outline.  Mrs RA Adams, no 197 Moyarget Road, Armoy (approximately 300m east of dry arch).  Retirement dwelling for retired farmer.
There were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.

Councillors McCambridge, Harding and Graham thanked the planners for this approval.

E/2004/0106/F  Full,  J Brown, Glenluce House, 42 Quay Road, Ballycastle.  Permission to use guest breakfast room as a public tea/coffee shop.

Mr Duffy stated that one letter of objection had been received but that it had been recommended for approval.

Councillor Harding expressed her thanks to the planners for this approval.
E/2004/0120/O  Outline,  Ms G Lyon, lands adjacent to and north of 93 Ballinlea Road, Ballycastle.  Site for dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration and ribbon development.

Councillor Harding requested that this application be deferred for one month.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0146/F  Full.  Mrs M Armstrong, 8 Portbradden Road, Bushmills.  Proposed granny flat extension to dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to no case in need and inappropriate scale and design.

After discussion, it as agreed that this application would be deferred for one month.

E/2004/0168/O  Outline,  Mr R McAllister, land approximately 120m north of 30 Drumnagee Road, Bushmills.  Site for dwelling.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to unacceptable access arrangements.

Councillor McConaghy requested that this application be referred to the Planning Management Board.

This was agreed.

E/2004/0173/F  Full.  Mr & Mrs R Marshall, 1 Tully Crescent, Cushendall.  Alterations and additions to existing dwelling.
There were no objections for the above application, it was recommended for approval.

This was agreed.

Councillor Digney expressed her thanks to the planners for this approval.

E/2004/0199/O  Outline,  Mr J Morrison, adjacent to 56 Ballykenver Road, Armoy.  Site for dwelling and garage.

Mr Duffy stated that this application had been recommended for refusal due to lack of integration and erosion or rural character.

Councillor Graham expressed his disappointment at the recommendation for this application, and requested that an office meeting be held with the Senior Planner in attendance.
This was agreed.

Best Wishes

It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Mr Jim Cavalleros the former Principal Planning Officer of the Planning Service sending him best wishes on his retirement.

Special Council Meeting

It was agreed that a letter would be set to the Minister of the Environment inviting her and representatives of the Northern Ireland Tourist Board, the Planning Service and Invest Northern Ireland to a Special Council Meeting to discuss ways to co-ordinate a strategic approach to tourism development on the Northern Coast.

Site Meetings
It was agreed that the site meetings would be held on Thursday 8 July 2004.

Councillor McDonnell expressed his concern at the number of applications being approved and deferred by the Planning Service, and pointed out that the Department should be more proactive and remove inflexible procedures and capping.
Councillor Hartin thanked Mr Duffy for attending the meeting, and he left at this point.

04/18:05
CHIEF DISTRICT BUILDING CONTROL OFFICER’S REPORT


The Chief District Building Control Officer’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Northern Group Building Control Committee Chief Building Control Officer’s Annual Report for 2003/2004
Councillor Hartin welcomed Mr R White, Chief Control Officer for the Northern Group of Council’s Building Control Committee to the meeting.

Mr White, thanked members for allowing them to present the report, and stated that the Group Budget for the year 2003/2004 had actually had an underspend of £30,000.
Councillor Graham commended Mr White on running Building Control at £30,000 below budget.

Referring to Business Plans, Mr White stated that the Group Business Plan, as adopted by the Group Committee, covered the period up to 2005, and he informed members that he was continuing to operate the Group Unit in accordance with this Plan and progress reports had been made to the Group Committee.
He stated that he had assisted the Building Control Departments in the Councils in the Group in the preparation of the Business Plans for their own Departments, which he pointed out, were subject to approval and adoption by each Council. 

Mr White stated that during the year, he had been heavily involved in finalising the content of a booklet jointly produced with Environmental Health on a range of safety issues.  He informed members that a great deal of work had been needed to secure funding from sponsors, arranging for the finished design, publication and printing of the booklet.
He stated that after consultation with the Department of Education and the Education and Library Boards, it had been found that eighty five thousand copies of the booklet would be needed to supply a copy for every child and teacher at Key Stage Two level in every Primary School in Northern Ireland.
Councillor McMullan informed members that he had read a copy of the Booklet, and that in his opinion it was excellent and suggested that members should receive a copy of their own.

Mr White stated that he would ensure that each member would receive a copy of the Booklet.

During the year, Mr White stated, he had been part of a small working party set up by SOLACE to negotiate and agree a new Common Property Certificate with the Law Society of Northern Ireland, and informed members that the new certificate had finally been agreed and that nearly all Councils had adopted the Certificate in full and had been in use since 1 January 2004.

In order to indicate that Building Control fully supported the initiative to improve standards of health and safety on building sites, Mr White stated that it had been agreed that all Building Control Officers should undertake the required training and should obtain a Construction Skills Register card, which he pointed out had been carried out during March 2004.
Councillor Hartin thanked Mr White for attending the meeting and presenting the Annual Report 2003/2004, and having answered members’ queries, he left the meeting at this point.

Application for Occasional Entertainments Licence
The Chief District Building Control Officer (CDBCO) stated that an application had been received from Mr A G Kane for an Occasional Entertainments Licence for a Barn Dance at 27 Ballinlea Road, Ballycastle on 9, 12 and 13 July 2004 from 7.00pm to 1.00am and on 10 July 2004 from 7.00pm to midnight, and recommended that this application be approved.
This was agreed.



After discussion,




Councillor McConaghy proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,




‘That the Chief District Building Control Officer’s Report be adopted.”

04/18:06
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT’S REPORT


The Environmental Health Department’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.


No Drinking Areas

The Senior Environmental Health Officer (SEHO) detailed the streets that had been designated by Council as No Drinking Areas.

The Clerk suggested that members should address the areas and bring back comments when a working group could be set up with the PSNI to address the problems.

After discussion,


Councillor Hartin proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McConaghy and resolved,

“That the list of designated No Drinking Areas would be addressed by members and brought back to Council to set up a working group to work along with the PSNI to address the problem.”

After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Harding and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health Department’s Report be adopted.”




04/18:07
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S REPORT

The Development Manager’s Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Community Services Seeding Grant
The Development Manager (DM) stated that an application for a Seeding Grant had been received from the recently established Fairhead Folk Festival Group.

After discussion, it was agreed that Fairhead Folk Festival Group be granted a Seeding Grant.

Economic Development Report

The DM welcomed Mr Marc McGerty, the newly appointed Economic Development Officer for the Moyle District Council to the meeting, and stated that he would update members on programmes currently running within the Local Economic Development Strategy.

Mr McGerty informed members of the various stages of the Start a Business Programme, Bushiness Growth and Development and ICT Development which included the E Business Programme and Globalskillnet.

In reply to Councillor McCambridge, the DM stated that an operational plan was in place at the moment and that a four year Strategic Plan was currently being developed.  She also pointed out that MEC’s plan had been integrated with the MDC Strategic Plan which, she pointed out, had been due for an update.

After discussion, it was agreed that the meeting would continue in committee.

In reply to Councillor Laverty, the DM stated that all programmes being run by the Moyle Enterprise Company (MEC) had agreed targets, and they were all rigorously monitored.

In reply to Councillor McCambridge, the DM stated that for six months there had been no one employed to manage the MEC until the recent recruitment of the Economic Development Officer, but now that there was someone in post there were new developments that would be incorporated into a Strategic Plan.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, the DM stated that they could discuss supported employment initiatives outside the meeting.


After discussion, it was agreed that the meeting would continue out of committee.

Councillor McIlroy welcomed Mr McGerty and stated that the MEC held a very important role for the whole of Moyle.  He stated that there was a three way management operation for Mr McGerty which included addressing filling the units to encourage first time business. He also stated that training, and sourcing revenue were very important too for the MEC, and stated that Mr McGerty should have the full backing of Council.
In reply to Councillor Black, the DM stated that a request for more elected members to be part of the MEC Board of Directors, would have to come from the Board itself.

Councillor Laverty stated that members of the Board of Directors should not only be made up by business people, but of ordinary people too who could provide a mixture of expertise.

Councillor McMullan stated that Council had to show a vote of confidence in the MEC, and pointed out that the impression had been given that confidence had been lacking lately.


Lammas Fair Brochure

The DM stated that a member of the Ballycastle Business Development Association would be privately financing a brochure for sale at this year’s Lammas Fair and that ten thousand copies would aim to be sold at this year’s event.

She stated that the glossy booklet would contain a two minute questionnaire inside with a prize fund of £1,000 to encourage the reader to complete the form, and would also contain a map of the town with useful information such as local bars, places to eat and stay, amenities, first aid, and toilets etc.  

She informed members that one of the objectives of the publication was to encourage a percentage of people who visit Ballycastle during the fair to return to the town at Halloween, and that local businesses would have the opportunity to advertise and offer discounts to purchasers over the Halloween period.
The DM stated that it had been requested for Council to consider supporting the publication through endorsement with Moyle District Council being allowed a full page to welcome people to the town, making the brochure an official Lammas Fair Programme.  She stated that in return, the individual producing the publication would be willing to reinvest sponsorship monies and part fund a Halloween Firework display on 30 October 2004.

Councillor Molloy stated that it was an innovative idea that he would support.

Members’ expressed their agreement with this remark.

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would endorse the Lammas Fair Brochure.

Ballycastle Seafront Enhancement Scheme
The DM stated that concerns had been raised regarding placing a shelter/bandstand in the promenade area particularly in light of the abuse on the former gazebo.  She pointed out that the removal of the gazebo had not seen a marked reduction in the numbers of young people using the area or any significant improvement in the behaviour of the few determined to cause problems, but stated that the area was used by many youth, the vast majority of whom behaved well.
She informed members that the rationale behind the project being led by the Community Safety Forum was based on research which had indicated that providing a space for young people to meet, built with their consent and involvement could lead to a more positive usage of public spaces.

She stated that to date, following the approval for funding from the Community Safety Unit to partner the Council in its plans for enhanced lighting, preliminary consultations had been held with a group of young people who use the seafront area, traders from around the area and members of the Ballycastle Traders group who were all invited to forward their ideas.  She stated that these suggestions had been used to inform the architects to enable them to draw up preliminary impressionistic sketches as a basis for further discussion.

She stated that the next stage of consultation was the meeting to be held by the Moyle Community Forum on 8 July at 7pm in Sheskburn House to develop discussion between Councillors, youth and traders where they could come together and exchange thoughts and ideas and reach a consensus.

The DM stated that following the meeting, the architects would undertake to modify the drawings which would then be displayed in Sheskburn House Foyer where members of the public could attach anonymous comments which would then be collated and further considered.
Replying to various ideas and comments made by members’, the DM stated that the issues should be discussed at the meeting being held on 8 July 2004.  


Community Relations Grant Scheme
The DM stated that an application for a Community Relations Grant Scheme had been received from the North Antrim Dalriada Group for grant aid of £250 for the Dalriada lecture and tour planned for 1 and 2 October 2004 which would examine some of the history of the ancient Kingdom of Dalriada.

After discussion, it was agreed that a Community Relations Grant of £250 would be granted to the North Antrim Dalriada Group for the Dalriada lecture and tour.

CCTV

The Clerk stated that a verbal request had been received from Inspector Tom Crawford, PSNI stating that the PSNI intended to purchase a low light camera and place it on property which had been continually vandalised, and enquired if Council would agree to it being placed on Council property.

This was agreed.

Bushmills Community Centre

The DM stated that the Out Of Schools project, which is funded for three years by the New Opportunities Fund and would employ three staff, would commence in the Bushmills Community Centre at the end of June.  She pointed out that to facilitate the program in the community centre with no additional cost to Council in terms of Council staff in attendance, it had been proposed that the leader in charge of the project would be allocated a set of keys for day time use at the community centre.  She also pointed out that the person would not be responsible for locking up or security of the building at night, as that would be the responsibility of the current caretaker/cleaner.

 After discussion, it was agreed that the Leader in Charge of the Out of Schools project in Bushmills Community Centre would be allocated a set of keys for day time use.

Summer Roadshow

The DM stated that Community Relations in partnership with the NEELB youth programme had been organising a summer roadshow in Bushmills, Ballycastle and Cushendall during the months of July and August to run for two days in each of the locations.  She informed members that it was primarily targeting teenagers not currently involved in other summer schemes.
In reply to Councillor McMullan, the DM stated that she would investigate if special needs would be facilitated during the Summer Roadshows in Bushmills, Ballycastle and Cushendall.
After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Black and resolved,


That the Development Manager’s report be adopted.”
04/18:08
INTERIM REPORT FOR TECHNICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
The Interim Report for the Technical Services Department, having been circulated, were taken as read.

Additional Pontoons for Ballycastle and Rathlin Island Harbours

The Technical Services Manager (TSM) stated that consultation had now taken place with Calmac, the principal user of Ballycastle Harbour to ensure that the positioning of the proposed additional pontoons did not create any operational difficulties to the Rathlin Ferry Operation.
He informed members that Calmac had stated that they foresaw no operational difficulties with the pontoon arrangement as indicated on the harbour plan on display, and the TSM therefore recommended that the configuration would now be ordered to be in place for the first week of August.
This was agreed.

The TSM also informed members that the layout of additional pontoons at Rathlin had only been briefly discussed with Calmac, but pointed out that two options would be proposed to the ferry operator at a future meeting which was yet to be arranged and at which a representative from Varis Engineering would be in attendance.

Ballintoy Harbour

In reply to Councillor McCambridge, the Clerk stated that the Council’s solicitor would be writing out giving the boat owner fourteen days to make arrangements with the Council.  Failure to do so would result in legal proceedings.
This was agreed.

In reply to Councillor Graham, the Clerk stated that five out of the six boats moored in Ballintoy Harbour were known by Council and that an appropriate notice would be placed on the unknown vessel.
In reply to Councillor McIlroy, the Clerk stated that Council was not an enforcing authority for health and safety issues or ensuring that the proper equipment would be used, but pointed out that Council requested adequate insurance cover for the boats and that these issues should be covered under the insurance.
Control of Movement – Ballycastle Harbour

The TSM stated that Captain Dennis Armstrong of Calmac had requested that as an additional safety precaution within Ballycastle Harbour, account should be taken of the current usage of the harbour facility and he stated that the introduction of the two sets of what essentially would be traffic lights would minimise the risk of collision when the Rathlin Ferry would be entering or leaving the facility.
He informed members that there would basically be two red lights on the Coffer Dam at the end of the Campbeltown berth and Rathlin pier which would restrict movement of all vessels to and from and within the harbour except the Rathlin Ferry whilst the lights are showing red.  He stated that the lights would be displayed when the ferry would be entering or leaving the facility and controlled by Calmac staff.  He pointed out that they would not restrict any movements in the harbour whilst the ferry is loading or unloading at the slip.
After discussion, it was agreed that provision would be made to control the current usage of the harbour facility in Ballycastle and that a letter would be sent to Mr Wallace Lawson, DRD Air an Sea Ports Division seeking grant aid to offset the cost associated with such provision.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the Interim Report for the Technical Services Department be adopted”.
04/18:09
GIANT’S CAUSEWAY VISITORS CENTRE DEVELOPMENT
The Clerk stated the draft competition brief had not yet been received, and requested therefore that the item be deferred.

This was agreed.

04/18:10
FOR COUNCIL TO ACCEPT THE d’HONDT SYSTEM FOR MAJOR POSITIONS AND OUTSIDE BODIES


(Requested by Councillor Digney)
Councillor Digney requested that in the interests of equality and to ensure that the voting of the electorate would be truly represented, Council should introduce the d’Hondt system for major positions and outside bodies.
Councillor Hartin suggested that the decision should be left for the next Council to decide.

After discussion,

Councillor Digney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McMullan,

“That Council introduce the d’Hondt system for major positions and outside bodies.”

Councillor McConaghy stated that he supported Councillor Digney’s remarks and pointed out that he could not see why it would not be introduced.

Councillor McIlroy stated that whilst he agreed that it was important to be fair and share power, he was concerned that Sinn Fein wanted to pick and choose when to use it.  

Councillor Digney stated that Councillor McIlroy had introduced politics into the discussion, but pointed out that the system would be fair and everyone would benefit.

On a recorded vote being taken requested by Councillor Digney, Councillors S Blaney, Digney, McConaghy and McMullan voted in favour, and Councillors Graham, Harding, Hartin, McDonnell and McIlroy voted against the proposal which was lost.  Councillors Black, Laverty, McCambridge and Molloy abstained from voting.

Councillor Digney stated that she was very disappointed that fellow Nationalists had not supported the motion.

04/18:11
BALLYCASTLE SEAFRONT SCHEME


(Requested by Councillor McMullan)

Councillor McMullan stated that this item had been discussed during the Development Manager’s Report.

04/18:12
INVESTING IN A HEALTH PROGRAMME FOR THE GLENS


(Requested by Councillor McMullan)
Councillor McMullan stated that two posts for health workers had been made available by the Northern Health and Social Services Board.  He pointed out that one had already been allocated to Coleraine but that the other post may be made available to the Glens area.

He pointed out that the worker would be available for seventeen and a half hours per week for three years.

Councillor McMullan informed members that a letter from Council would help to support the case for the worker to be allocated to the Glens area.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the North Antrim Community Network to support the request for a health worker to be allocated in the Glens area.

04/18:13
CLEAN UP OF WATERFOOT BEACH


(Requested by Councillor McMullan)

Councillor McMullan stated that following the installation of the new sewerage system at Waterfoot Beach, the old system was still visible at low tide and enquired if it could be removed.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Water Service requesting that the old sewerage system be removed from Waterfoot Beach.

04/18:14
CONFERENCE, COURSES
CEC Information / Training Seminar for Councillors at Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone, Co. Westmeath on Saturday 28 August 2004.  (Cost not available)

It was agreed that nominations for the above seminar would be deferred for further information.

CEC Annual conference in Gibraltar on 29 September 2004 to 3 October 2004.  (Cost not available).

It was agreed that nominations for the above seminar would be deferred for further information.

Association of Northern Ireland Education and Library Boards, Annual Conference 2004 – Every Child Matters to be held on 6 & 7 October 2004 at the Slieve Donard Hotel, Newcastle.  (Accommodation and travel costs only)

After discussion,


Councillor McMullan proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,

“That Councillor Digney would be nominated to attend the Association of Northern Ireland Education and Library Boards, Annual Conference 2004 – Every Child Matters to be held on 6 & 7 October 2004 at the Slieve Donard Hotel, Newcastle.
Councillor Digney stated that she would not require accommodation for the conference.


Puck Fair

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillors S Blaney, McIlroy, Digney, McMullan and Laverty would be nominated to attend the Puck Fair to be held on the second week of August 2004.

04/18:15
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985


The Clerk stated that applications had been received under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 for the following:
Application for occasional licence for the Marie Curie Cancer Foundation, Moyle Support Group – 25 June 2004 Kerrsbrook Farm.

Application for occasional licence for Glenrovers GAC (Armoy) – 27 June 2004.

Lisensing Application for Tracey Arlene McFarlane of Finn MacCools (formally The Commerical Bar), Main Street, Bushmills.


There were no objections to the above applications.

04/18:16
Sealing of Documents



The Clerk stated that there were no documents to be signed and sealed.

04/18:17
Correspondence
Bonfire Events

Letter dated 13 May 2004 from The Environment and Heritage Service seeking Council’s support in addressing problems associated with bonfire events.  

This letter was marked read.

MOD Proposals

Letter dated 19 May 2004 from the Warship Support Agency informing members of the report produced by Lancaster University following public consultation on outline proposals that the MOD has received from industry.  (report available if required).

This letter was marked read.

Ballypatrick Tarmac Stages Car Rally

Letter dated 9 June 2004 from the Mid Antrim Motor Club Limited thanking members for allowing them to use Council facilities for their Ballypatrick Tarmac Stages Car Rally.  

This letter was marked read.

Pathways to Change Document

Letter dated 9 June 2004 from NILGA seeking comments on the Summary Report of the Local Government Working with the Voluntary Sector Response to Pathways for Change Document, 25 March 2004.

This letter was marked read.

Turreagh Branch Post Office

Letter dated 9 June 2004 from the Post Office requesting information of any material changes in circumstances within Turreagh which may help them to identify a prospective candidate to enable them to restore the Turreagh Branch Post Office. 
This letter was marked read.

Love for Life

Letter dated 10 June 2004 from the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety thanking members for their support for funding the Love for Life organisation.  

This letter was marked read.

Variable Deferred Fees (Top-Up Fees)

Letter dated 11 June 2004 from BMA Northern Ireland enquiring if Council had either a policy on the introduction of Variable Deferred Fees (Top-Up Fees), had a debate or will be making a response to the consultation.  

Councillor McConaghy informed members that the North Eastern Education and Library Board had made a response on the proposal to introduce variable deferred fees, and requested that Council endorse this response by letter.

This was agreed.

Consultation on Hardship Rate Relief for Business

News Release dated 14 June 2004  from the Department of Finance and Personnel announcing the Consultation on Hardship Rate Relief for Businesses.  (consultation paper available on www.nics.gov.uk/ratingpolicy)

This news release was marked read.
Ulster Farmers’ Union

Letter dated 16 June 2004 from the Ulster Farmers’ Union informing members of the current important consultations and further information to assist in the development of members’ responses.  

This letter was marked read.
Liscolman Post Office

Letter dated 21 June 2004 from the Post Office responding to Council’s letter of 2 June 2004 regarding Liscolman Post Office.  

This letter was marked read.
Audio Visual Tour

Letter dated 26 June 2004 from Awakin Ltd requesting that permission be granted for tickets to be sold both on line and manually for the Giant’s Causeway TIC for their audio-visual tour.

After discussion,


Councillor Harding proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That permission be granted for tickets to be sold both on line and manually for the Giant’s Causeway TIC for the audio-visual tour by Awakin Ltd”.

Proposed Redevelopment of Quay Road Playing Fields
Letter dated 27 May 2004 from Mac Uilin GAC offering additional top soil free of charge for the development of Quay Road Playing Fields.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter of thanks would be sent to Mac Uilin GAC thanking them for the offer of additional top soil free of charge for the development of Quay Road Playing Fields and that Council would take up the offer and be responsible for the loading and transportation to Council premises.

Marconi Radio Group

Letter dated 22 June 2004 from the Marconi Radio Group requesting permission to use Ballycastle Seafront to stage their annual Marconi Festival Day on Sunday 1 August 2004.

This was agreed.

Planning Application

Letter dated 22 June 2004 from the Planning Service Planning Appeals Commission stating that the opinion of the Department is to refuse planning permission for Mr A Ali, 5 & 6 Castle Street for change of use from existing shop to an Indian Take-Away.

Councillor McCambridge expressed her disappointment at the Department’s decision.

Councillor Molloy concurred with this remark.

Membership of Committees

The list of membership of committees, having been circulated was taken as read.

Councillor McConaghy referred to the CORE committees and informed members that he had been nominated as a representative of Council on the CORE Interreg Committee and the CORE Joint Committee, and requested that the list be amended accordingly.

This was agreed.

Councillor Graham stated that he had been nominated as a representative of Council on the Twinning Committee and requested that the list be amended accordingly.

This was agreed.

Correspondence/Reports not circulated

Consultation Paper – Department of Agriculture and Rural Development on the Operation of the National Reserve and Other Entitlement Issues

Consultation Document –Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety, Caring for People Beyond Tomorrow – A Strategic Framework for the development of Primary Health and Social Care for Individuals, Families and Communities in Northern Ireland

Consultation Document – DRD Forest Service, Short Rotation Challenge Fund Consultation

Initial Consultation – DETI, Credit Unions and Industrial and Provident Societies Review 

NIHE – A Report from the Board of the Housing Executive held on Wednesday, 26 May 2004

NIHE – Supporting People in Northern Ireland Draft Strategy 2004 – 2009.

Lay Magistrates Application Pack

LGSC – Corporate Plan 2004-07 and Business Plan 2004-05

Rural Matters, Spring 2004

Letter received 26 May 2004 from Postwatch Northern Ireland informing members that it had succeeded in saving four Post Offices from closure.

University of Ulster – Annual Report 2002-2003

The meeting concluded at 8.12 pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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