MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2010
In the Chair:
Councillor A P McConaghy MBE
Members Present:
Councillors M Black, S Blaney, H A Harding, G Hartin, W Graham, D M McAllister, C McCambridge, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan, P McShane, C Newcombe. 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services
Mr P Mawdsley, Head of Environmental Health and Enforcement
Mr D Kelly, Head of Building Control
Ms L Hodgson, Community Services Officer

Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
11/04:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors O Black and C McShane.
Chairman’s Business
Councillor McConaghy offered sympathies to any families in Moyle who had suffered bereavement since the last meeting.

11/04:02
PRESENTATION BY STEPHEN MCMAW, TRANSITION PROJECT MANAGER


Councillor McConaghy welcomed Mr McMaw to the meeting.


Cluster Collaboration


Mr McMaw delivered the Causeway Coast and Glens Cluster Collaboration report to members. 


He stated that in May 2010, Local Government presented a proposal to Minster Poots as an alternative to the BSO proposed in the PWC report.  He informed members that it was announced in June 2010 that RPA would be stalled given the level of up front funding required and the timeframe for investment return.  He stated that work commenced in June 2010 to further develop the original proposal presented to the Minister.

Mr McMaw outlined the Transition Committee Approach whereby the four Councils worked as a cluster to seek to collectively maximise efficiencies and improvements for ratepayers through working together.


The background to the Collaboration Agenda was discussed with reference to the Transition Committee, Transition Management Team, workshops held and the consideration of a year one efficiency and improvement plan.

Mr McMaw stated that the outcome of the meetings had been a proposed Framework and Business Cycle for collaborative working, draft terms of reference for the Transition Committee, consultation with the four Councils and Year 1 Improvement and Efficiency Plan.

The aspirational efficiencies and savings were discussed with members and Mr McMaw stated that each Council would have the same opportunity to benefit from the improvement opportunities developed within the plan.  He informed members that casahable savings would be fairly apportioned to each Council and incurred costs would be fairly allocated.


Mr McMaw stated that dedicated staff would be required to take forward this new work programme.  He informed members that it must be cost neutral to Councils, the responsibility would be across the four councils and that the concept required a cluster approach and buy-in.


He informed members that the recommendation was that Council approve the Collaboration Framework, Business Cycle, Transition Committee Terms of Reference, Cluster cost/benefit principles and year 1 Efficiency and Improvement Plan.


In reply to Councillor McMullan, Mr McMaw stated that they had not discussed fully what way the process would proceed if not all Councils wished to sign up.  He stated that the engagement of Councils was a way to produce savings.  He informed members that no Council would be excluded if they did not wish to go forward immediately but that with all four councils participating there could be greater savings and efficiencies for the whole area.  He stated that there would always be a seat at the table but that it was hoped that all four Councils would engage.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Mr McMaw stated that the role of the Councillor was a decision making role.  He informed members that there would still be representation on the Transition Committee and also that members would make decisions on any recommendations brought back to Council.


Councillor Graham stated that he was not happy that his party was no longer represented on the Transition Committee.

Councillor McDonnell entered the meeting at this point.
After discussion,


Councillor McMullan proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That Council proceed with the recommendation as outlined.”

Councillor Graham disagreed.

On a vote being taken, there were four in favour of and one against the proposal which was carried.

Elected Member Development Charter
Mr McMaw stated that a letter had been received from Nilga inviting Councils to submit an application for participation in an Elected Member Development Charter Programme.  He informed members that it was intended that the programme would be initially piloted in Four Councils, one large, one small, one urban (or cluster) and one rural.

Mr McMaw outlined the background to the scheme.
He stated that it was recommended that Council approve the Transition Committee proposal to submit a Cluster bid to participate in the Northern Ireland Member Development Charter.

After discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That Council proceed with the recommendation as outlined.”
Councillor Graham disagreed.

On a vote being taken, there were four votes in favour of and one against the proposal, which was carried.

Ice Consultation
Mr McMaw delivered the Improvement Collaboration and Efficiency report to members.  He stated that ICE was originally conceived as a response to the 11 council, Business Services Organisation model as supported by the Minister for the Environment, based upon projected savings of £438m over 25 years.
He informed members that the ICE programme presented an opportunity for local government to rise to the challenge of the financial constraints, increasing ratepayer expectations and the desire to deliver world class local government.  

Mr McMaw outlined areas proposed by the ICE programme including Self Assessment based on EFQM model, Service Review Process, introduction of sector wide Performance Indicators, publication of a 4 year Efficiency Statement, publication of an Annual Improvement Plan, a Project Plan, Publication of a Toolkit to support Councils, Governance arrangements and operating principles.
He outlined areas where savings could potentially be made with total available benefits being in the region of £18.483m to £41.2m per annum, equivalent to £257.6m to £570.4m over 25 years.  He stated that the total estimated cost was not known and that this was a key area.

Mr McMaw stated that a Regional Governance Group would be created with an elected member from each participating Council. He stated that there would be Five members of Nilga as office bearers, a number (not specified) of Chief Executives, 2 support staff proposed initially, Councils to fund the costs of RGG, anticipation of additional costs depending on projects chosen for implementation and that Councils would pay travel and subsistence.

Councillor M Black entered the meeting at this point.

Mr McMaw outlined the role of the Regional Governance Group in supporting the sector in identifying and delivering opportunities for improvement, collaboration and efficiency, agree and maintain a shared vision and strategy for the development of improvement and collaboration, consider opportunities for collaboration and make recommendations as appropriate to councils, co-ordinate the effective scrutiny and monitoring of the specified collaborative projects, ensure progress reports are provided to participating councils at intervals specified by them and provide feedback to and from participant councils.
Mr McMaw outlined the positive aspects of ICE and the risks involved.  He outlined the expected benefits including assurance for citizens (and other stakeholders, including central government) that local government services be delivered in an efficient, effective manner.  Improved joined up services for the customer, improved value for money, long term financial stability, improved staff morale and motivation, improved consistency of internal processes and sharing of good practice across councils and wider sectors.
Mr McMaw went through the sixteen questions of the Nilga consultation in order to gain a Council response.

Councillor McAllister entered the meeting at this point.

Councillor McMullan stated that there was no mention of where the money was to come from.  He stated that his party would make their own submission and that they would not be answering the sixteen questions put forward tonight.  He informed members that much more work and information would be required before any decision could be made.

Councillor P McShane entered the meeting at this point.

Councillor McConaghy stated that Mr McMaw would go through the questions and note responses from members.

Council agreed that the definitions provided in section 3 of the ‘Case for Change’ report for Improvement, Collaboration and Efficiency were appropriate and that these formed a suitable basis on which to develop the ICE programme.

Council agreed that the ICE Framework as outlined in section 11 of the Case for Change report and appendix B was an appropriate mechanism to aid and support improvement, collaboration and efficiency within individual councils.

Council agreed that they would be prepared to incorporate the ICE Framework within its Corporate and Business Planning Cycle.
It was agreed that question four was not relevant and that there would therefore be no reply from Council.

Council agreed that the local government sector should develop a baseline data set and appropriate key performance indicators that could be used to assist co-operation and collaboration in terms of identifying and supporting good practice.
Council agreed that the views expressed on the proposed ICE Work Programme detailed at Section 13 of the Case for Change report was an appropriate starting point as a satisfactory means for moving forward the case for change.

It was agreed that question seven was not appropriate at this stage.

It was agreed that question eight was not relevant at this stage as there was no issue and nothing contentious ton consider at this time in the ICE programme.

Councillors Hartin and McAllister left the meeting at this point.

With regard to Council’s views on submission of a case to DOE for a further extension of existing resources to maintain continuity of the ICE programme Mr McMaw stated that  the Minister had been asked on a number of occasions  about funding.  He stated that support should be sought from local government but that Council’s needed to have their own plan in place in the absence of Central Government funding.
This was agreed.

In reply to question ten, with regard to proposed operational principles for the Regional Governance Group, Councillor Graham stated that he felt that it would not be acceptable for one Councillor only from each party.  He stated that there needed to be cross party representation.

Councillor Harding stated that she felt that this was just like setting up another Nilga.

Councillor McCambridge supported these comments.

Councillor McMullan stated that he felt that this needed to be debated further and that further information needed to be supplied before Council could comment.  He stated that Council did not even know the correct costings.

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting.

Councillor P McShane entered the meeting at this stage.

Councillors McAllister and Hartin returned to the meeting.

Council agreed that questions eleven, twelve and thirteen were not relevant.

Mr McMaw stated that question fourteen was a clear question and that it would be possible to give a clear response.  He informed members however that he felt that question fifteen was an open and dangerous question.  He stated that Council did not know the aspects involved in the reform programme and that they should not respond to this question at the moment.
This was agreed.

Council agreed that question sixteen was not appropriate to respond to.

After further discussion, it was agreed that Mr McMaw would prepare a high level, in principle, reply to the Improvement Collaboration and Efficiency (ICE) Programme Consultation and that this would be approved with the Clerk and circulated for Council approval at the meeting of 14th March.
Councillor McConaghy thanked Mr McMaw for his presentation.

Public Art
After discussion, it was agreed that the date for unveiling the Public Art Sculptures in Ballycastle would be 28th March at 11:00am.
11/04:03
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24TH JANUARY 2011
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24th January 2011 having been circulated, was taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24th January 2011 be adopted.”

11/04:04
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24TH JANUARY 2010

Polling Station Ballintoy

Councillor Harding stated that she had not been aware until recently that it had been decided to have no polling station in Ballintoy.  She enquired if anything could be done about this situation.  She stated that this was a bad decision as 300 people used it and asked that a letter be sent be sent to the Northern Ireland Electoral Office to express concern at the loss of the Ballintoy Polling Station.

This was agreed.


Councillors Graham, McConaghy and P McShane agreed with these comments.


Beach Scheme Cushendall

Councillor McMullan asked that a meeting be arranged with the development group in the village to discuss this scheme.  He stated that the current situation needed to be dealt with.

In reply to Councillor P McShane, Councillor McMullan stated that he was concerned with the height of the lights to be installed at 18ft.  He stated that some concern had also been voiced about the positioning of some of the works.  He stated that this needed to be discussed.


Councillor P McShane stated that the works were a vast improvement to the area and that they were similar to the works at Ballycastle, Ballintoy and Rathlin.  He informed members that this should go ahead as planned.

Councillor McMullan stated that he had raised this issue on behalf of the people of Cushendall.  He informed members that there had been objections to some of the plans before the tender stage but that there had been no consultation. 


After discussion,



Councillor McMullan proposed,



Seconded by Councillor M Black,



“That a meeting be convened as soon as possible to discuss the matter.”


After discussion,



Councillor P McShane proposed an amendment,



Seconded by Councillor Blaney,



“That the scheme proceed as planned.”


Councillor P McShane called for a recorded vote.


On a recorded vote being taken, Councillors Blaney, Harding, Hartin, McAllister, McIlroy and P McShane voted in favour of and Councillors M Black, McCambridge, McDonnell and O McMullan voted against the amendment which was carried.
Councillors Graham and McConaghy abstained.

Ardclinnis Presentation
On request from Councillor M Black, it was agreed that Ann Bowen from Ardclinnis would be permitted to present to Council regarding Softwater sports for Ballycastle and that Councillor M Black would phone to arrange this.

New Playpark at Ballycastle Seafront
Councillor P McShane stated that he was concerned that the protective railings had not been erected before the new park had been opened.  He informed members that children had been running over to the wall and that there was a fear that a child might topple into the harbour.

Councillors Blaney and Harding agreed with these comments.
Councillor M Black stated that the HTS was aware of this and that the work was to be carried out this week.
11/04:05
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Councillor McConaghy welcomed Ms Julie McMath, Planning Officer to the meeting.
E/2009/0263/F  Mr & Mrs B Spence, 2 Coastguard Cottages, Ballycastle.  Location, opposite Coastguard Cottages, off North Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed erection of 2 storey dwelling and detached garage.

Ms McMath stated that there were no objections to the above application, it was recommended for approval.
Ms McMath stated that there had been three letters of objection to the application.

Councillor McAllister stated that this approval was to be welcomed.

Councillor Blaney agreed and stated that the applicants had had to wait a long time on this decision.  He asked how this had been permitted now.

Ms McMath stated that this was in behind in vacant land, she stated that there had been a planning appeal.  She informed members that the original application had been for two dwellings and this had been reduced to one.  She stated that there had also been various amendments in the overall scale and massing.
Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

Councillor M Black stated that she was surprised to see a two storey building with this level of objections.

Ms McMath stated that the levels were different and that the space was adequate to facilitate this.

Councillor McIlroy stated that this was very much appreciated.

Councillor Graham supported these comments.

E/2010/0161/F  Mr & S Delargy, 62 Gaults Road, Cushendall.  Proposed new dwelling on a farm, domestic garage & ancillary works.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to lack of integration and detrimental impact on the environmental quality and character of the area by reason of inappropriate rural design.
Councillor McIlroy requested that this application be deferred for one month to allow for additional information.

This was agreed.

E/2010/0162/F  Henderson Group, 9 Hightown Avenue, Newtownabbey.  Location, 31m North East of 22 – 36 Castle Street, Ballycastle.  Proposed additional car parking to serve previously approved filling station and removal of existing traffic calming island.

Ms McMath stated that this application had been withdrawn.
E/2010/0273/F  Mr W Kane, C/O Martin Kearney, 48 Main Street, Castledawson, BT45 8AB.  Location 550m North of 13 Ballinlea Road, Ballintoy.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to an 
unacceptable adverse impact to visual amenity and landscape character.

Councillor McConaghy stated that this situation annoyed him.  He informed members that three others had been turned down in the last month. He stated that renewable energy was being encouraged but that when plans were being brought forward they were being turned down.  He stated that this was totally wrong.

Councillor Graham asked that an Office Meeting be held for further information.  He stated that he felt that this was outside the scope of the World Heritage Site.
Ms McMath stated that this was close to the supportive landscape setting. She informed members that NIEA had raised concerns regarding the height and location.  She stated that further information may be required if this application was to be considered further.

Councillor McAllister stated that it was ridiculous in this economic climate.  He stated that obviously height was required in order that the turbine would function properly.  He stated that these were already evident dotted all over the countryside.  He stated that this would have no impact on the Giant’s Causeway.

Councillors McIlroy and Harding supported these remarks.

After further discussion, the Office Meeting was agreed.

Councillor McConaghy asked that if possible, all Office Meetings relating to wind turbines be held together.

E/2010/0310/O  David Dunlop, Lands south and adjacent to 42 Castlecat Road, Bushmills, Co Antrim.  Proposed site for dwelling house and garage.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to not being merited as an exceptional case in that it had not been demonstrated that the proposed new building was visually linked or sited to cluster with an established group of buildings on the farm, failure to integrate and build up and detrimental change to further erode the rural character of the countryside.
Councillor McAllister requested that an Office Meeting be held for additional information.

This was agreed.

E/2010/0342/F  Stephen Morrison, C/O Hunter Associates, 8 Charlotte Street, Ballymoney.  Location, 80 Carrowreagh Road, Armoy, Ballymoney.  Proposed new replacement dwelling with the retention of the existing dwelling to be re-used as new domestic garage along with associated wash area to serve farm.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to the replacement dwelling not being sited within the existing cartilage, failure to integrate and build up and detrimental change to further erode the rural character of the countryside.

Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

Councillor Graham requested that an Office Meeting be held for additional information.

This was agreed.

Deferred Applications
E/2006/0377/F  Seaview Developments, 4 Tamlaghtduff Road, Bellaghy, BT45 85Q.  Location, land between 3 & 5 Coast Road, Cushendall.  Proposed erection of 3 no 2 storey apartments in one block together with alterations to existing service road and provision of parking spaces.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to unsatisfactory access arrangements, insufficient information to determine application and failure to provide a quality residential environment.
In reply to Councillor McMullan, Ms McMath stated that she would hold the issue of the decision for seven days.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0127/O  Mr P Black, 33 Whitepark Road, Ballycastle.  Location, adjacent to 55 Ballyvennaghy Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for three attached cottages for tourism purposes with parking facilities.

Ms McMath stated that this application had come to Council as a refusal but since then further information had been submitted and that the department now recommended an approval.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0180/F  Rev D Palmer, the Rectory, 12 Novally Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6HB.  Location, Holy Trinity Church, 3 Station Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement of the existing Trinity Bungalow to be replaced with tow storey ancillary building.  New Main Hall, located outside church boundary wall, on site of previous terrace cottages, additional parking to be created.

E/2009/0181/LB Rev D Palmer, the Rectory, 12 Novally Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6HB.  Location, Holy Trinity Church, 3 Station Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed replacement of the existing Trinity Bungalow to be replaced with tow storey ancillary building.  New Main Hall, located outside church boundary wall, on site of previous terrace cottages, additional parking to be created.

Ms McMath stated that there were 21 letters of objection to the above applications.

She stated that there were no further objections to the above applications, they were recommended for approval.

Councillor Harding stated that this was to be welcomed.

E/2009/0257/O  A Heggarty, 9 Dalriada Park, Cushendall.  Location, to rear of 12 Dalriada Avenue fronting to Dalriada Gardens.  Proposed site for dwelling and associated parking.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to failure to provide a residential environment and unacceptable town cramming.
Councillor P McShane returned to the meeting.

Councillor McMullan asked for a deferral and stated that the applicant worked long hours in care for the elderly. 
Ms McMath stated that the size of the site could not support this dwelling.

Councillor McMullan stated that a house had been permitted next door.

Ms McMath stated that this was a larger site with two gardens.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Ms McMath stated that she would hold issue of the decision for seven days.

This was agreed.

E/2009/0275/O  Mr & Mrs R & J Miskelly, 2 Middlepark Crescent, Cushendall, BT44 0SD.  Location, 2 Middlepark Crescent, Cushendall.  Proposed single dwelling.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to failure to provide a quality residential environment, unacceptable town cramming and reduced privacy and unsatisfactory access to the new dwellings.

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting at this point.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Ms McMath stated that there was never any formal objection but that this was an inappropriate form of dwelling using a rear garden.  She stated that any future relationship between the two properties would have to be considered.

After discussion, it was agreed that the issue of the decision would be held for seven days.

E/2009/0335/O  Messrs J & J Darragh, GM Designs Associates Ltd, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, 50m south of 69 Churchfield Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed site for farm dwelling.

Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to the proposed new building not being visually linked or sited to cluster with an established group of buildings on the farm, no evidence that genuine hardship would be caused if planning permission were refused and/or it had not been demonstrated that there were no alternative solutions to meet the circumstances of this case, detrimental change to further erode the rural character of the countryside and failure to demonstrate satisfactory access arrangements.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Ms McMath stated that how far back they could go on past sites would depend upon the circumstances, she stated that they would always be mindful of all planning history.  She stated that this was an issue of character policy.

E/2009/0393/F  Mr D Kerr, 131 Main Street, Bushmills, BT57 8QB.  Location 112 Causeway Road, Tonduff, Bushmills.  Proposed replacement dwelling.

E/2009/0395/F  Mr C McDonnell, 157 Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Location, 400m north of Tureagh Terrace, Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Proposed erection of single storey replacement dwelling.

E/2010/0035/O  Mr S Graham, C/O Diamond Design Studio, 2d The Diamond, Ballycastle.  Location, opposite 48 Glen Road, Glenariff.  Proposed farm dwelling.

Ms McMath stated that there were no objections to the above three applications, they were recommended for approval.

E/2010/0225/O  Ms N Murray, C/O MKA Planning Ltd, 15 Harpers Quay, Spencer Road, Derry.  Location lands adjacent to no 47 Middlepark Road, Cushendall.  Proposed traditional rural dwelling in accordance with policy CTY10 of PPS21.
Ms McMath stated that this application was recommended for refusal due to not being possible to provide sight visibility splays where the existing access joins Middlepark Road.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, Ms McMath stated that she would hold the issue of the decision for seven days.

This was agreed.

It was agreed that the Planning Office Meetings would be held on Thursday 2nd March.

Councillor McConaghy left the meeting at this point.

11/04:06
BUILDING CONTROL REPORT


The Building Control Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Application for Transfer of Entertainments Licence
The HBC stated that an application had been received for the Transfer of an Entertainments Licence from Mr A Stewart, 21 Hamilton Park, Ballymoney for the Sportsman Bar, 150 Main Street, Bushmills.

After discussion it was agreed to approve the application for Transfer of Entertainments Licence.
After discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That Building Control Report  be adopted.”

11/04:07
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Health and Enforcement Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Consultation on Fly Tipping Protocol

The HEE stated that the draft response to the Consultation on Fly Tipping Protocol was attached for approval.
After discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the draft response be approved.”

Unlicensed Dumping of Waste
The HEE stated that at the last Council meeting a query was raised regarding the use of Article 28 of the Waste and Contaminated Land (NI) Order 1997 - powers to require removal of waste unlawfully deposited.  The HEE outlined these powers.
The HEE stated that to summarise Council may serve a notice requiring land to be cleared of waste or steps taken to reduce the harmful effects of the waste, or both.

He informed members that this notice could be served on; the occupier, if he either made or knowingly permitted the deposit of waste, the owner, if the occupier cannot be traced, or did not comply with the notice or the notice served on the occupier is quashed.

He stated that in both circumstances it was an offence to show that the defendant did not cause or knowingly permit the deposit of waste.

The HEE stated that at present the Council could not prosecute the person fly-tipping, he stated that this would change when the Waste (Amendment) Bill came into force, the only circumstances in which action could be taken was for littering.

He stated that Council may do works in default if the occupier of the land was found guilty of non-compliance with a notice – costs are to be recovered from the occupier, there was a need to remove the risk or prevent pollution or harm to human health – costs to be recovered from the occupier unless he didn’t deposit, cause the deposit or knowingly permit the deposit of waste, no occupier of the land or he could not be found – costs to be recovered from the person who deposited, caused or knowingly permitted the deposit or occupier did not deposit or knowingly permit the deposit of waste – costs to be recovered from the person who deposited, caused or knowingly permitted the deposit.

The HEE stated that in most situations it was unlikely that any person would be made amenable to the costs and therefore any expenses involved in removal and disposal would have to be borne by the ratepayer should the Council decide to remove the waste.

Councillor McAllister left the meeting at this point.

Councillor McConaghy returned to the meeting.

In reply to Councillor Graham, Councillor McMullan stated that this information was in relation to a query brought up by him in relation to an estate in Cushendall.  He informed members that waste was being dumped into a gap between houses.  He stated that children were in and out of this area and that it would need to be fenced off for Health and Safety reasons.  He asked that Council close off this area and recover costs from the owner of the land.
Councillor Blaney stated that there was a similar situation in Leyland Heights in Ballycastle, whereby garden waste was being dumped into the gap.

In reply to Councillor Graham, the HEE stated that he had been asked to report in a general way about dumping throughout the Moyle area.  He informed members that Councillor McMullan had a particular area in mind for this information in Cushendall.

In reply to Councillor McMullan, the HEE stated that he did not believe that Council had the power to close off this area.  He stated that ownership would have to be confirmed and that the owner caused or knowingly permitted the dumping of waste.  He stated that it was a policy decision for Council but that care needed to be taken before this was set in motion as there were a lot of areas where dumping was taking place.

Councillor McMullan stated that he knew that the owner had been contacted before on the same issue.  He informed members that the risk needed to be removed to protect the children in the estate.
After discussion, it was agreed that the HEE would report on dumping at Bellisk Drive Cushendall at the next meeting.

Tattooing Byelaws

The HEE stated that Council previously resolved to adopt Articles 13 - 16 of the Miscellaneous Provisions (NI) Order 1985 (as amended by the Local Government (NI) Order 2005) which was implemented locally through the introduction of byelaws including the Semi-Permanent Skin-Colouring Byelaws 2010.
He informed members that due to their error in the interpretation of semi-permanent skin-colouring, the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety had now advised that said byelaws did not cover the business of tattooing.  He stated that it was therefore proposed that the Miscellaneous Provisions (NI) Order 1985 (as amended by the Local Government (NI) Order 2005) be implemented locally through the introduction of the following byelaws; Moyle District Council Tattooing Byelaws 2011.    
The HEE stated that before applying to the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS) for final confirmation, a public notice would be placed in the local press inviting members of the public to view and forward comments on the proposed byelaws to the DHSSPS.
After discussion, 


Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,

“That Council proceed with the Press Notice with regards to Council Tattooing Byelaws 2011.”
After further discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report be adopted.”

11/04:08
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Good Relations Grant Scheme
The Clerk stated that an application for a Good Relations Grant had been received from Tides.  He informed members that this project would bring together adults and young people from across Northern Ireland for a one week residential event in Corrymeela. He stated that the main aim of this project was to challenge prejudice and build links within and between different communities.
The Clerk stated that this project met the criteria and recommended approval of a grant of £250.

This was agreed.

New Good Relations Strategy and Action Plan 

The Clerk stated that the Causeway Coast and Glens Good Relations Strategy and Action Plan had been drafted after extensive discussion, consultation and input from a wide range of individuals and organisations from across the Limavady, Coleraine, Ballymoney and Moyle areas. He informed members that Councillors were given the documents for perusal at the meeting held on 14th February 2011 and these were recommended for approval.

After discussion it was agreed to approve the new Good Relations Strategy and Action Plan.

Review of Community Grants for 2011-12

The Clerk stated that a number of requests and presentations were made to Council during the past number of months, requesting financial support. He informed members that Council agreed at the Rates Meeting on 31st January to consider setting up a new community fund, incorporating the former Community Infrastructure Fund  (£40,000) and the £10,000 that was previously contributed to Armoy Motorcycle Road Race, and that all requests to Council would be directed to this Fund.  He stated that in addition, the Community Festivals Fund budget was increased from £9,200 - £15,000 (including £4,600 assumed contribution from DCAL; a letter of offer is due mid March). 

The Clerk stated that it was further agreed at the Council meeting on 14th February that the Community Grants Assessment Panel would meet to consider the options and put forward proposals that would then be taken to the Council meeting on 28th February for approval. 

He informed members that a Meeting of the Community Grants Assessment Panel took place on 21st February to discuss the issues and the recommendations of the Panel were attached for members.
The Community Services Officer stated that the Infrastructure Grant would remain unchanged and that £10,000 would be added to the festival fund.
Councillor P McShane stated that they had looked at the groups like the Armoy Road Race and Heart of the Glens and how best to accommodated them.
In reply to Councillors McIlroy and Graham Councillor P McShane stated that there should be grants available for community groups and street parties for the Royal Wedding within the festival fund.

After discussion,

Councillor P McShane proposed,

Seconded by Councillor M Black and resolved,

“That Council approve the recommendations of the Community Grants Assessment Panel with regards to the review of Community Grants for 2011-12.”

Community Infrastructure Fund – Request from Community Rescue Service (Ballycastle Unit)

The Clerk stated that the Community Rescue Service (Ballycastle Unit) was awarded a grant of £8,749.55 through the 2010-11 Community Infrastructure Fund to purchase a quick response Rescue Boat that would be based in Ballycastle Marina.  

He informed members however they had been unable to secure the remainder of the funding required in order to purchase the boat this year.  He stated that a request had been received from Community Rescue Service to change the grant to enable them to purchase a Rescue 4x4 vehicle, to replace their vehicle that was recently damaged. 

The Clerk stated that the matter was discussed at a meeting of the Grants Assessment Panel on 21st February and the Panel were in agreement in their recommendation that since this is a completely new project, it would require a new application to the Community Infrastructure Fund when it opens for 2011-12. It was suggested that the group may wish to apply for an extension to the current grant for the Rescue Boat if they feel the project will realistically go ahead next year. 
Councillor P McShane stated that he had an update for Councillors since this meeting.  He informed members that the group now wished to leave the application as it was and run for another year.  He stated that the project could possibly go ahead in the next twelve months.  He informed members that a previous application had been given an extension of time in which to use funds awarded.

After discussion, it was agreed that on receipt of a letter from the group, the funding awarded from the Community Infrastructure Fund for the purchase of a quick response Rescue Boat, would be held for the next 12 months.
Community Small Grant Application – Ballintoy Women’s Institute

The Clerk stated that an application for a Community Small Grant had been received from Ballintoy Womens Institute. He informed members that the Institute aimed to enable women to take a more active part in life of the rural and urban community, to take part in handicrafts, homeskills, arts, leisure pursuits and other activities. The Clerk stated that the project for which the Institute was applying for a grant was a Patchwork Craft Class, which would benefit approximately 14 women in the Ballintoy area, ages ranging from 50-80 years. He stated that the project would take place in April 2011 and would cost a total of £320;  he informed members that the grant would contribute towards the cost of tutor and hire of the hall. 
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the Community Small Grant to Ballintoy Women’s Institute.

RDP Village Renewal -  Village Plans for Ballintoy, Cushendun and Mosside


The Clerk stated that Community Places had now been appointed to work with Council’s Community Services Officer and community groups in the three villages to develop Village Plans with funding secured through the NE Rural Development Programme Village Renewal Measure.  He informed members that initial meetings were currently taking place with the three local community groups to tailor the consultations to suit each area.  He stated that it was envisaged that the Village Plans will be completed in draft before the summer months. 
In reply to Councillor Harding, the CSO stated that meetings were ongoing to agree the best approach to suit the villages involved.

Bushmills Bonfire
Councillor Graham asked what the current situation was regarding the Bushmills Bonfire.

The Clerk stated that information would be brought back to a future meeting on this issue.

Councillor McCambridge left the meeting at this point.

Addendum to the Development Services Report
Offer of additional funding from DSD towards Community Support Plan
Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting at this point.
The Clerk stated that Council had received a letter of offer for an additional sum of £2,200 towards the Community Support Plan to be spent by 31st March 2011.  He informed members that in the accompanying letter it stated that Minister Attwood was keen for the money to go towards advice provision, however this was not a condition of the Letter of Offer.  The Clerk stated that given the time it would take to set up some sort of extra advice service and the very short time period before the year end, it was suggested that the money should be spent on an alarm system for Bushmills Community Centre and 2 sets of display boards that could be set aside for lending out to community groups.  He stated that this option supported actions within the Community Support Plan.

After discussion, this was agreed.

After discussion,


Councillor M Black proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That the Development Services report and Addendum be adopted.”
11/04:09
CONFERENCES, COURSES
There were no conferences and courses for discussion.
11/04:10 
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 
and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

The Clerk stated applications had been received under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985 for the following;

Occasional Licence for Mr & Mrs McKeegan, McBride’s Bar on behalf of Cushendun GAC for an event on Friday 18th March.

There were no objections to the above application.
11/04:11
Sealing of Documents
There were no documents for signing and sealing.

11/04:12
Correspondence
Letter dated 7th February 2011 from Shirley Lewis (aka Baglady) regarding the ASAP pledge
After discussion, it was agreed that an individual pledge could be taken by members if they wished.

Email dated 8th February 2011 from Mr Alan Clark, Town Clerk, Carrickfergus Borough Council, regarding the Queen’s Accession – 60th Anniversary

After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would report back on what other Councils were doing to celebrate and that an event could then be decided upon.
Letter dated 8th February 2011 from the Minister of Justice regarding the appointment competition for Independent Members of the Northern Ireland Policing Board
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 11th February 2011 from the Director and Chief Executive of North Regional College regarding the possible impact of public expenditure cuts on the Further Education Sector
This letter was noted.

Councillor Hartin left the meeting at this stage.

Letter dated 11th February 2011 from the Minister for Health Social Services and Public Safety regarding Day Care Services in the Glens area of Antrim
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 14th February 2011 from the Minister for Health Social Services and Public Safety regarding the future of the Multiple Sclerosis Respite Centre in Dalriada Community Hospital, Ballycastle
It was agreed that Councillor P McShane would bring back further information to the next Council Meeting.

Letter dated 15th February 2011 from Northern Ireland Electricity Limited regarding proposed system improvements Waterfoot Co Antrim to existing electricity network
After discussion,

Councillor M Black proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,


“That this wayleave be signed and sealed.”

Letter dated 17th February 2011 from Disability Sports NI regarding Launch of Inclusive Sport Facility (ISF) Accreditation Scheme
This letter was noted.
Letter dated 18th February 2011 from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment regarding guidance notes covering the telecommunications market and broadband issues in Northern Ireland
This letter was noted.
Letter dated 18th February 2011 from Alan Clarke, Northern Ireland Tourist Board regarding Local Tourism Areas
This letter was noted.
Email from Nilga regarding tackling inequalities and promoting well being, A Guide for Politicians
This letter was noted.
Local Government Reform Document
The Clerk referred to the Local Government Reform document which had been circulated to members in November.  He stated that there had been a Nilga session last week taking views on the issue.  He enquired if Council wished to make a submission.

Councillor Blaney suggested that this be left to Nilga.

This was agreed.
The meeting concluded at 21:20pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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28th February 2011

