MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD

ON MONDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2011
In the Chair:
Councillor P McShane
Members Present:
Councillors J Baird, S Blaney, D F Cunningham, W Graham, S Hunter, D M McAllister, N McAllister, C McCambridge, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, M A McKillop, S McKillop, C McShane, C C Thompson. 
Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services
Mr P Mawdsley, Head of Environmental Health and Enforcement
Mr D Kelly, Head of Building Control
Mrs E Mulholland, Head of Development Services



Ms E Gaston, Arts Officer

Mr J McKinley, Roads Service
Mr C Hutchinson, Roads Service

Ms J McMath, Planning Service

Mr G Walker, Planning Service

Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
11/20:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
All members were present.
Chairman’s Business
After discussion, it was agreed that the second Council Meeting in December would be brought forward to 19th December.

It was agreed that a party for Council Staff would be held in the Marina Building on the afternoon of 22nd December.
11:20:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24TH OCTOBER 2011
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24th October 2011 having been circulated, were taken as read.


After discussion, 



Councillor Thompson proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24th October 2011 be adopted.”
11/20:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24TH OCTOBER 2011

National Hunger Strike Meeting (Councillor Thompson)

Reference was made to previous discussion relating to this issue and the entitlement of  the people voting in the Glens to be represented.

Discussion was held on the availability of information and whether information should be circulated on the night.
11/20:04
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

The Planning Schedule which had been circulated was taken as read.

E/2010/0107/F  Alastair McHenry Construction Ltd, c/o GM Design Associates Ltd, 22- 24 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, lands opposite Clare Park, Clare Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed housing development with associated roadways, landscape and public footpath along Clare Road (Recommended for Refusal)
The above application was deferred for one month for further information and Council agreed not to complete the consultation process for this application.

E/2011/0081/F  John Hunter, c/o Hunter Associates, 8 Charlotte Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6AY.  Location, 275 Whitepark Road, Ballymoy, Bushmills, Co Antrim.  Proposed replacement dwelling at 275 Whitepark Road, Ballymoy, Bushmills (Recommended for approval)
The above application was approved.

E/2011/0090/F  Mr J McKinley, c/o G M Design Associates, 22 Lodge Road, Coleraine, BT52 1NB.  Location, 135m NNE of the Kelp Store, Ouig Demense, Church Bay, Rathlin Island.  Proposed erection of replacement dwelling, associated store and restoration of former cottage as ancillary accommodation.(Recommended for refusal)
The above application was deferred for one month for an Office Meeting.
E/2011/0100/F North Power Ltd, c/o Canavan Associates Ltd 23 Princes Street, Derry, BT48 7EY.  Location, 740m NW of 56 Moyarget Road, Carneatly, Ballycastle, Co Antrim, BT54 6HL.  Proposed erection of a wind measurement mast up to 65m in height.  The applicant is seeking a 5 year duration period (Recommended for approval)
The above application was approved.
E/2011/0103/F  Breige McAlonan, c/o Diamond Design Studio, 5 Straid Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6HQ.  Location, 58a and 60 Coleraine Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed demolition of existing garage, shop and stores and erection of new portal framed, clad and facaded building to rear of site incorporating garage, store, shop and 2 retail units with all associated parking (Recommended for refusal)
E/2011/0171/O  Mr E Robbin, c/o Bailey Architecture, 9 Glenview Road, Glenshesk, Ballycastle, BT54 6QE.  Location, 150m SE of 44 Glen Road, Glenariffe, Co Antrim.  Proposed replacement of existing dwelling to a site outside of the existing cartilage for access and amenity reasons (Recommended for refusal)
E/2011/0184/F  Mrs C Mullan, c/o Mr A Mullan, 15 Rathlin Road, Ballycastle.  Location, 57 Cushendall Road, Ballycastle, Co Antrim.  Proposed single storey conversion and extension of existing outbuildings to provide fully disabled accommodation (Recommended for refusal)

The above three applications were deferred for one month for further information.

E/2011/0185/F  Arqiva Ltd, c/o Mono Consultants Limited, 48 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 5TS.  Location, television transmission station, Dun-a-mallaght Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed installation of 1 no replacement equipment cabinet, installation of 1 no Meter Cabinet and installation of 1 no overhead cable gantry within existing compound (Recommended for approval)
The above application was approved.

Deferred Items

E/2009/0182/O  Mr D McClafferty, Diamond Design Studio, 2d The Diamond, Ballycastle.  Location, 160 Hillside Road, Armoy and 203 Glenshesk Road, Armoy.  Proposed demolition of shop associated with petrol filling station with all ancillary strutures, decontaminate site and replace with new commercial development, supermarket, petrol station, forecourt, improve access to site and provide carparking (Recommended for approval)
E/2009/0281/F  Causeway & Bushmills Railway Co Ltd, c/o Studiorogers, The Egg Store, 1 Mountsandel Road, Coleraine, BT52 1JB.  Location, Tramway Halt Bushmills Station, Ballaghmore Road, Bushmills.  Proposed extension of railway line southward of existing Bushmills railway halt and proposed railway halt to include commercial facilities and 2 apartments with associated works including car parking and landscaping. (Recommended for approval)

The above applications were approved.

E/2010/0259/O  Mr Vincent McNeill, c/o Bailey Architecture, 9 Glenshesk Road, Glenshesk Road, Glenshesk, Ballycastle.  Location, 30m North of 42 Drumaroan Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed dwelling on the farm & detached garage. (Recommended for Refusal)
It was agreed that the above application was held for one week.

E/2010/0283/F  Mr Henderson, 149 Straid Road, Bushmills.  Location, approximately 290m NE of 149 Straid Road, Bushmills.  Proposed erection of a 225kw wind turbine with tower height of 36m (Recommended for refusal)
It was agreed that the above application be held for 2 weeks to facilitate a meeting with the MLA.

E/2010/0350/F  C Brown, c/o Laverty Architecture, 63a Churchfield Road, Ballycastle, BT54 6PX.  Location, 215m SE of no 40 Straid Road, Ballycastle.  Proposed new agricultural animal shed (Recommended for refusal)
It was agreed to hold for 2 weeks to facilitate meeting with MLA and to write to the Minister.

E/2011/0034/O  Mr & Mrs McAlister, 15 Gaults Road, Cushendall, Proposed site for farm dwelling and detached garage (Recommended for refusal)
It was agreed to allow one week to withdraw.

It was noted that Council did not agree with the decision to refuse.


It was agreed that Office Meetings would be held on Thursday 8th December.
11/20:05
ROADS SERVICE PRESENTATION


The DRD Interim Report 2011/2012, having been circulated, was taken as read.



Councillor P McShane welcomed Mr John McKinley and Mr Colin Hutchinson to the meeting.



Councillors C & P McShane left the meeting at this point.



A comprehensive presentation was delivered by the representatives of Roads Service on their Autumn Roads Programme and this was followed by questions and answers.



Following lengthy discussion, representatives of the Roads Service were thanked for their presentation and members submitted their enquiry forms for consideration.
11/20:06
BUILDING CONTROL REPORT


The Building Control Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Bilingual Street Nameplates
Following discussion regarding the translation provided for Leyland Heights of Arda Leyland, Ballycastle, it was agreed to clarify the correct spelling for the translation given that the Irish language did not have a Y.
After discussion,

Councillor McIlroy proposed,

Seconded by Councillor Baird and resolved,


“That the Building Control report be adopted.”

11/20:07
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT REPORT

The Environmental Health and Enforcement Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Draft Guidance on the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act
After discussion it was agreed to adopt the draft response in relation to the Draft Guidance on the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act.

Draft Removal and Disposal of Vechicles (Prescribed Periods) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 and Guidance on Nuisance Parking and Abandoned Vehicles Legislation
After discussion, it was agreed to approve the draft response in relation to the Draft Removal and Disposal of Vehicles (Prescribed Periods) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 and Guidance on Nuisance Parking and Abandoned Vehicles Legislation.
Trading at Christmas Lights Switch On
Reference was made to an application for a street trading licence for the Christmas Lights Switch on which was recommended for refusal as it was considered that the sale of novelties at this event was inappropriate.
After discussion,


Councillor McCambridge proposed,


Seconded by Councillor P McShane,

“That the officers recommendation be accepted.”
On a vote being taken on the proposal, there were three votes in favour of and eleven voted against the proposal which was lost.
It was therefore agreed that a Street Trading Licence would be granted.

Addendum to the Environmental Health Report
Dogs Order Fixed Penalties

After discussion, it was agreed to approve the time frame and penalties as outlined for the Dogs Order Fixed Penalties.
Framework to address Fly-tipping

 After discussion, it was agreed that Council would write to the department expressing concern and disappointment at the content of the existing ‘Framework to Address Fly Tipping’ and seek a revised framework to the lesser threshold of 6m3 for non-hazardous waste and also that NIEA take full responsibility for hazardous waste.
After further discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor D McAllister and resolved,


“That the Environmental Health and Enforcement Report be adopted.”

11/20:08
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT

The Development Services Report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Arts Programme Progress Report
A progress report was delivered by the Arts Officer on the Arts Business Plan 2011 - 2012, followed by questions and answers.

Issues covered included, a summary of Arts activities from April – October 2011, location of the different projects and groups involved, funding sources and feedback from participants.


Draft Corporate Plan


It was agreed that the HDS would contact members to arrange a meeting regarding the Draft Corporate Plan.



Community Small Grant Application

Glenariffe Improvement Group
Ballintoy & District Community Association
The above applications met the criteria and were recommended for approval and were agreed.
It was agreed that item 10 on the agenda would be discussed at this point.

11/20:10
THAT MOYLE COUNCIL SUBSIDIZE A CHRISTMAS LUNCH FOR THE LISCOLMAN OAP’S WHO HAVE NEVER ATTENDED A COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS FUNCTION SPECIFICALLY FOR THE ELDERLY IN THE PAST


(Requested by Councillor S McKillop)


It was stated that the Liscolman OAP’s application had been too late to be considered for a Christmas grant.


After discussion,



Councillor S McKillop proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Graham,



“That Council subsidize a Christmas Lunch for the Liscolman OAP’s.”
After lengthy discussion, including issues such as the fund being well advertised and subscribed too, deadlines and criteria, exceptional circumstances, setting a precedent and opening the way for other late applications including a Ballycastle group who had missed the deadline and a need for flexibility for circumstances in relation to the elderly,

Councillor Baird proposed an amendment,


Seconded by Councillor Graham,


“That each of the two groups be offered £50.”
Councillor Cunningham declared an interest in this matter.
On a vote being taken, there were four in favour of and nine against the amendment which was lost.

On a vote being taken on the proposal, there were four in favour of and ten against the proposal which was lost.
EU Sustainable Competitiveness Programme : Collaboration Initiative Between Councils and Invest Northern Ireland
Councillors Graham and McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

After discussion, it was agreed that Council would agree in principle to participate in the proposed programme of business projects in collaboration with up to 6 or more other Councils, subject to the Estimates process for 2012-13 and to successful applications being submitted to the Department of Enterprise Trade & Investment through Invest NI. 


2011 Grant Scheme for Older Person’s Christmas Events


After discussion, it was agreed to approve the 2011 awards for the Older Person’s Christmas Events as outlined in the report and also that the Grants Scheme Criteria be reviewed by the Good Relations Officer and brought back to Council at a later date for endorsement.



Lammas Fair – Working Group


After discussion,




Councillor D McAllister proposed,




Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,



“That the National Market Traders Federation showcase at St George’s Market, Belfast on Monday 12th December would be an approved duty and that any member wishing to attend could do so.”

Councillors McIlroy and Graham returned to the meeting.

After discussion,


Councillor D McAllister proposed,

Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That the Development Services report be adopted.”
Ballycastle Town Partnership

In response to a query, it was agreed that the HDS would investigate the extent of the planned Tow River Path under the BTP plans.

It was agreed that items 8 & 9 would be taken together.

11/20:08
TO CONSIDER LEGAL ADVICE REGARDING TWINNING WITH THE MUNICIPALITY OF GAZA (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED)

11/20:09
THAT MOYLE COUNCIL ABANDON PLANS TO TWIN WITH  THE MUNICIPALITY OF GAZA 

(Requested by Councillor S McKillop)

Councillor S McKillop referred to the legal advice, previously circulated and read a prepared statement on the matter.

Reference was made to various aspects including the Terrorist Asset Freezing Act 2010, the Terrorism Act, prosecution, EU regulations, connections with Hamas, cross party political support, Local Government Guidelines, good relations, the effect on tourism, costs to the rate payer, actions of the Chairperson, current standing of Palestine and two state option, correspondence with the Home Office, Foreign Office and NIO and seeking a higher opinion on the issue.


After discussion,



Councillor S McKillop proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Graham,



“That Moyle Council abandon plans to twin with the municipality of Gaza.”
After further discussion,

Councillor McIlroy proposed an amendment,


Seconded by Councillor D McAllister,

“That Council seek opinion from NIO and also advise the Minister of the current situation.”

On a vote being taken on the amendment, there were thirteen votes in favour of and none against the amendment, which was carried.

Councillor P McShane left the meeting at this point.

11/20:11
COUNCIL TOTALLY OPPOSE GOVERNMENT’S PLAN TO RESTRICT HOUSING BENEFITON THE GROUNDS OF UNDEROCCUPATION.  IMPLEMENTING THIS TYPE OF CAP ON HOUSING BENEFIT WILL SEVERLY DISADVANTAGE PEOPLE LIVING IN NORTHERN IRELAND WHO ARE ALREADY IN SEVERE POVERTY, PEOPLE ON BENEFITS AND LOW PAY WILL HAVE TO SPEND MORE OF THEIR MEAGRE INCOMES ON RENT AND THIS WILL IN MOST CASES MEAN SURVIVING ON LOWER LEVELS OF FOOD AND HEATING.  IT WILL MEAN THAT DEBT RISES AND WILL AFFECT THE BORROWING FOR PROVISION OF SOCIAL NEWBUILD HOUSING.  CONSEQUENTLY MOYLE COUNCIL CALL ON THE NI EXECUTIVE TO ABANDON THE PROPOSED CHANGES TO HOUSING BENEFIT
(Requested by Councillor Baird)
After discussion, it was agreed to support the motion and write to the Minister accordingly.

11/20:12
CONFERENCES, COURSES

There were no Conferences for consideration.
11/20:13
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 

and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

Occasional Licence for Robert Gray, 22 Main Street, Ballintoy for an event for Ballintoy LOL on 2nd December 2011.
There were no objections to the above application.
11/20:14
Sealing of Documents
There were no documents for signing and sealing.

11/20:15
CorrespondencE
(a) Letter dated 5th November from Armoy Motorcycle Road Racing Club enclosing a recently produced ‘Race of Legends’ DVD and asking for support in the form of funding to be discussed at Moyle District Council’s upcoming rates meeting  

It was agreed that the Armoy Motorcycle Road Racing Club would be directed to the Infrastructure or Festival Fund.

(b) Letter dated 9th November 2011 from Causeway Coast & Glens Heritage Trust regarding Core Funding for Causeway Coast & Glens Heritage Trust: 2012/2013 

It was agreed that funding would be set aside for Causeway Coast & Glens Heritage Trust for 2012/13.

(c) Letter dated 11th November 2011 from the Department of the Environment regarding the Planning (2011 Act) (Commencement No. 1) Order (Northern Ireland) 2011 (S.R. 2011 No. 386 (C.28)) and the Planning (2011 Act) (Transitional Provisions) Order (Northern Ireland) 2011 (S.R. 2011 No.387) 

This letter was noted.

(d) Letter dated 16th November 2011 from Coleraine Borough Council regarding the Dualling of A26 

It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Coleraine Borough Council stating that they would support the dualling of the A26 but not at the expense of the A5

(e) Letter dated 16th November from the Post Office regarding a decision on the Rathlin Island Post Office 

This letter was noted.

(f) Letter dated 18th November 2011 from the Department of Justice regarding the upper age limit for jury service: a consultation 

This letter was noted.

(g) Email dated 18th November 2011 from the Northern Health and Social Care Trust regarding a meeting with the Chief Executive and Councillors 

It was agreed that a meeting would be organised.

(h) Letter dated 21st November 2011 from the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety regarding Consultation on Proposed Statutory Rule – The Mental Health (Private Hospitals) Regulations 

Circulated on the night

Letter dated 23rd November 2011 from Glenariff Improvement Group regarding the toilet block

After discussion, it was agreed to support in principle the request from the Glenariff Improvement Group regarding the Glenariff toilet block. It was agreed that this had to be in principle due to the fact that the land had been vested and that Council may not be in a position to dispose of it.
The meeting concluded at 23:32pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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28th November 2011

