

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2010
In the Chair:
Councillor C McShane
Members Present:
Councillors O Black, S Blaney, G Hartin, W Graham, D M McAllister, A P McConaghy MBE, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, O McMullan, P McShane, C Newcombe. 

Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mrs M Quinn, Assistant Chief Executive and Head of Corporate Services



Mr A McPeake, Head of Technical Services



Mr R White, Arthur Cox Solicitors




Mr P Smith, Arthur Cox Solicitors




Ms L Mooney, Member Services/Clerical Officer
10/03:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors M Black, Harding and McCambridge.

Chairman’s Business

Meeting regarding horse trading issues at the Lammas Fair

Councillor C McShane confirmed that the meeting regarding issues with horse trading at the Lammas Fair would be held at Stormont on 23rd February with Minister Gildernew from 12:45 – 1:30.  She enquired which members wished to attend.
After discussion, 


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,

“That Councillors C McShane, P McShane, Newcombe, Blaney, McMullan and Graham would attend.”
Older Persons Seminar
Councillor C McShane stated that she was holding three seminars for older persons providing information on home insulation grants and different benefits.  She outlined details for the seminars to be held in Ballycastle, Bushmills and Cushendall.
10/03:02
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11TH JANUARY 2010
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11th January 2010, having been circulated, were taken as read.
After discussion, 

Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11th January 2010 be adopted.”
10/03:03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  11TH JANUARY 2010
Councillor  McIlroy asked that the minutes be amended with regard to the Somme Pilgrimage to read that Councillor McAllister had seconded Councillor McIlroy’s nomination.
This was agreed.

10/03:04
TO CONSIDER LEGAL DOCUMENTATION REGARDING THE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIANT’S CAUSEWAY VISITRO’S CENTRE – REPRESENTATIVES OF ARTHUR COX WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE



Councillor C McShane welcomed Rowan White and Philip Smith to the meeting.



After discussion,




Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor O Black and resolved,



“That the meeting continue in committee.”


Following discussion on the circulated documents regarding the proposed Road Closure, Public Right of Way and Pensions issues;


Councillor McDonnell proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,



“That the matter regarding pensions proceed based on the legal advice given.”


Following further discussion,



Councillor McDonnell proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McConaghy,


“That the agreement for Development and Lease with the National Trust and the Asset Transfer Agreement with the National Trust for the GCVC be signed and sealed.”

Councillor McIlroy requested a recorded vote.
On a recorded vote being taken, Councillors O Black, Blaney, McConaghy, McDonnell, C McShane, P McShane, McMullan and Newcombe voted in favour of and Councillors Hartin, McAllister and McIlroy voted against the proposal which was carried.  Councillor Graham abstained.

The meeting continued out of committee.

10/03:05
REPORT FOR TECHNICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
The Report for Technical Services Department having been circulated, was taken as read.
Collection and Processing of Waste Batteries and Accumulations from Designated Collection Facilities
The HTS stated that a tender was jointly procured through NWRWMG and ARC21 to determine the most beneficial Producer Compliance Scheme (PCS) for Councils to enter into an agreement with, for the collection and processing of waste batteries and accumulators from Designated Collection Facilities (DCF’s) under the control of a Council. 

He informed members that all waste batteries and accumulators collected must be processed in accordance with the requirements of European Council Directive 2006/66/EC on batteries and accumulators (and repealing Directive 91/157/EEC). Provision for the collection and processing of waste batteries and accumulators from DCFs, under the Regulations, lies with the Producers via Producer Compliance Schemes (PCS’s).  He informed members that there were 7 PCS’s registered with the regulatory Authorities in connection with batteries and accumulators. He stated that Councils were entitled to the uplift and processing of waste batteries and accumulators from their DCF’s at no cost with the funding of such originating from the Producers. The HTS stated that it was a matter for the Councils and a PCS or PCS’s to agree arrangements for the collection and processing of waste batteries and accumulators. He stated that the current arrangements expired on the 31st of December 2009.
After discussion,

Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That Council enter into an agreement with ERP/GEODIS for the provision of the collection and processing of waste batteries and accumulators from their designated collection facilities for 26 months from 1st January 2010 to 31st March 2013 with the option of 6 monthly extensions until 31st March 2015.”
Collection and Processing of Weee Material from designated collection facilities
The HTS stated that a tender was jointly procured through NWRWMG and ARC21 to determine the most beneficial Producer Compliance Scheme (PCS) for Councils to enter into an agreement with, for the collection and processing of household WEEE material from Designated Collection Facilities (DCF’s) under the control of a Council. 

He informed members that implementation of the WEEE Directive in the UK was primarily invoked through the provisions of The Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment Regulations 2006. He stated that provision for the collection and processing of household WEEE from DCFs, under the Regulations, lies with the Producers via Producer Compliance Schemes (PCS’s). He informed members that there were 37 PCS’s registered with the regulatory Authorities in connection with household WEEE. The HDS stated that Councils were entitled to the uplift and processing of household WEEE from their DCF at no cost with the funding of such originating from the Producers. He informed members that it was a matter for the Councils and a PCS or PCS’s to agree arrangements for the collection and processing of household WEEE material.  He stated that the current arrangements expired on the 31st of December 2009.

After discussion,

Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Graham and resolved,

“That Council enter into an agreement with ERP/GEODIS for the provision of the collection and processing of household WEEE from their designated collection facilities for 26 months from 1st January 2010 to 31st March 2013 with the option of 6 monthly extensions until 31st March 2015.”
In reply to Councillor P McShane, the HTS stated that with regard to the disposal of tyres, it was up to the supplier to ensure that they were collected and disposed of in the proper manner.
Councillors C & P McShane left the meeting.

Market Street Toilets – Automatic Public Convenience

The HTS stated that an automatic public convenience would be suitable for a replacement for Market Street toilets.  He stated that it had the potential to be accessible 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  He informed members that the toilet would have a sliding door and would automatically wash the bowl and floor after each user.  He stated that the automatic public convenience would not allow the door to close if more than one adult entered at a time and would automatically open the door if it detected vandalism in its interior.  He stated that this system would provide high quality, clean and safe toilets for the public. 

The HTS stated that it was envisaged that this option would allow for a new bus shelter and enable the car parking spaces to be moved to allow a bus stop for passengers to be collected in a safe manner. 
Councillor Newcombe welcomed this and stated that he felt that this was the right way to go.
Councillor Blaney stated that he was happy with the layout and informed members that this would stop the hold ups in the traffic.

In reply to Councillor McDonnell, the HTS stated that he would be hopeful that this scheme could be in place for the summer season.
In reply to Councillor McDonnell, the HTS stated that as far as he was aware water should be disconnected from toilets no longer in use.  He informed members that he would check this.

After discussion, it was agreed to proceed with the proposed automatic public convenience scheme at Market Street, Ballycastle.

Ground at Car Park in North Street – Francis McGinn
The HTS stated that at Council’s meeting of 14th December 2009 it was agreed that more information would be sought regarding the request from Mr Francis McGinn that Council consider selling a portion of land to the south of the car park at North Street

He informed members that investigations had shown that there had been no planning permission applied for on that particular site. He stated that a Land Valuation could now be applied for if Council so wished.

Councillors C and P McShane returned to the meeting.


After discussion,



Councillor McAllister proposed,



Seconded by Councillor McDonnell,



“That Council not sell this land.”


After discussion,



Councillor Blaney proposed an amendment,



Seconded by Councillor C McShane,



“That Council proceed with a valuation.”

On a vote being taken, there were seven votes in favour of and five against the amendment which was carried.

After discussion,


Councillor Blaney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,


“That the report for the Technical Services Department be adopted.”

10/03:06
TOURISM & LEISURE SERVICE’S  REPORT
The Tourism and Leisure Services report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Councillor McIlroy left the meeting at this point.

On Screen Solutions (Plasma Screen advertising)

The HTLS stated that members would be aware of an advertising opportunity that Council had been involved in with a company called On Screen Solutions where we had a 30 second advertisement running every hour during business hours on plasma screens at The City Airport and Europa bus station at a cost of £5,000. 

He informed members that the TDO had negotiated a new contract with Onscreen Solutions for 1 year. He outlined various new locations which the £3000 contract now included.
After discussion, it was agreed that the HTLS would investigate if ‘On Screen Solutions’ had any screens at Larne Harbour or west of the Bann.

Councillor McIlroy returned to the meeting.
Jack Horner & Mother Goose Play Group Fashion Show

The HTLS stated that Jack Horner & Mother Goose Play Group’s had requested the use of the Main Hall to host a Fashion Show 7.30-11.00pm Friday 7th May 2010 to generate funding for the groups. Council supported their application for a similar event on the last two occasions. He informed members that the Group had requested use of the hall for rehearsal and set up purposes from 8.30-9.30pm on the Thursday and 4.30-11.00pm on the day of the event. 
After discussion, this was agreed.

The HTLS confirmed that the group would be paying for use of the facilities.

Pulse Fitness Presentation to Leisure/Tourism Facility Working Group

The HTS stated that at Council’s meeting in August 2009 it was agreed to set up a Working Group to investigate ways forward for the Tourism/Leisure Project. He informed members that the Sports Development Department received correspondence from Chris Johnson, Owner Managing Director of Pulse Total Fitness Solutions. He stated that Mr Johnson had requested an opportunity to deliver a short presentation outlining proposals for the delivery of this project to the Working Group. To this end a meeting was arranged Thursday 28th January 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber. He stated that the presentation looked at various delivery options and included a computer graphic virtual tour of a facility similar to that identified in the feasibility study produced by Strategic Leisure. He informed members that those in attendance were duly impressed with the presentation.  He informed members that Down District Council had received the same presentation some months ago and as result of that presentation their Steering Group visited various Pulse Projects within the Manchester area. He stated that the Group met with the Council Officials operating the centres and with elected representatives who approved the projects.

He informed members that Down Council had now appointed a Project Manager for the development of three new centres, Newcastle, Ballynahinch and Saintfield.  They were now undertaking a market sounding exercise based on similar options to those proposed by PULSE. 
The HTLS stated that officers were planning to meet with the Project Manager Martyn Todd in order to glean information on the process.  He informed members that they should be aware that Coleraine Council recently advertised for a similar feasibility study to our Leisure/Tourism Facility Feasibility Study.
He stated that it was agreed at the meeting of the Working Group 28th January 2010 that it would be useful to undertake a similar visit to the Manchester Centre’s visited by Down Council. She stated that this would give the Group an opportunity to meet with the centre operators, Council officers and elected representatives involved in approving the projects.
Councillor C McShane stated that she had attended the presentation and was impressed, she stated that the sports department had worked hard along with Pulse fitness to extend the gym.  She invited member’s comments.

Councillor Newcombe stated that he had attended and was impressed.  He stated that it had been well explained.  He informed members that this was a great opportunity for the local economy and congratulated all concerned on work carried out so far.
Councillor P McShane stated that he felt that Council should push ahead with their plans.

Councillor McDonnell expressed concerns in the viability of such a centre in Ballycastle.  He stated that it would cost £1000 per day to run such an establishment.

Councillor P McShane stated that the population of Ballycastle was 5000 swelling to 12,000 in the summer months.  He informed members that this figure jumps again to take in the whole of Moyle.  He stated that this would be a tourism facility as well as an indoor activity centre.

Councillor McIlroy agreed and stated that this project should be progressed.

Councillor C McShane stated that money spent per head in Moyle was the lowest in the North.  She stated that forward thinking was required to move this project on.
The Clerk stated that on a note of caution, Council were not working with Pulse for the proposed new centre.  He stated that this was the seed of an idea which needed to be developed.  He stated that Council could not just decide to go forward with one operator and that there was a procurement issue.

After further discussion, with regard to the proposed Leisure/Tourism facility working group, it was agreed that a selected delegation of members undertake a study visit to identified centres in Manchester.

RTP Meeting

In reply to Councillor C McShane, the HTLS stated that there had been a meeting of the RTP last week but the issue of Moyle representatives not being invited to the North East Vision meeting had not been on the agenda.   He informed members that Councillor McConaghy had not been in attendance at the meeting.  He stated that there had been discussion after the meeting where he had made Council’s feelings on the matter clear.  He stated that some members had felt that Moyle was well represented in the private sector representatives.  He stated that members were astounded that Moyle Council had had no representation at the vision meeting.
Councillor McConaghy stated that he had not attended the meeting and would not be attending until Moyle Council had made their decision regards funding.  He stated that he felt strongly that Alan Clarke had made a weak response and asked if he had responded to the letter sent.
The Clerk stated that there had been no response as yet.

Councillor C McShane stated that she was awaiting a response to questions put to Arlene Foster MLA on the issue.

Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust

After discussion,


Councillor McMullan proposed,


Seconded by Councillor P McShane and resolved,

“That Councillor McMullan be replaced by Councillor C Newcombe on the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust.”

After discussion,

Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,


“That the Tourism & Leisure Services Report would be adopted.”

10/03:07
CORPORATE SERVICE’S REPORT
The Corporate Services report, having been circulated, was taken as read.

Consultation – Study for Improving Economy, Efficiency and Effectiveness (Absenteeism in Northern Ireland Councils 2009-10)

The ACE stated that correspondence had been received from the Local Government Auditor indicating that the above would be reviewed again for the year ending 31 March 2010.  She stated that the consultation process would end on 5th March at which stage all comments should be received by the auditor. 
The ACE stated that in terms of the report, the approach would be similar to previous studies, with three yearly average absenteeism figures being used.

She informed members that the HR Manager had concerns about how the main findings were published.  She informed members that in the press release issued by the Audit Office, Moyle District Council was highlighted as having the “largest increase in average annual absenteeism rate.  The rate of 17.65 days recorded for the 2006-2009 period is 3.19 days more than the 2003-2006 rate of 14.46.”  

Yet, she stated that in the main report but not issued in the press release, it stated that “within the 2006-2009 period, however, the Council recorded a year-on-year reduction in absenteeism.  Between 2006-07 and 2008-09 the reduction was 26 per cent.”

The ACE stated that it therefore appeared that the information was conflicting and the HR Manager felt that there was little value in the first comparison, particularly in light of the period of time which had past since 2003.  She stated that much progress had been made in reducing absenteeism in Moyle District Council but this was not accurately reflected in the overall report.

She stated that whilst it was appreciated that working with an annual average working days lost instead of a three year analysis would result in annual fluctuations, it would portray a truer reflection of how Councils were performing.

The ACE stated that the report included “annual absenteeism rates”, “annual staff costs”, “annual productivity” etc but these were one rate (an average of three years) for the period 2006-2009.  She stated that this did not give a true reflection on how Councils were actually performing at the moment.

After discussion, it was agreed that a letter of response be sent highlighting issues outlined in the report regarding the Consultation – Study for Improving Economy, Efficiency and Effectiveness (Absenteeism in Northern Ireland Councils 2009 – 2010).
Bayview Road, Ballycastle

The ACE stated that correspondence had been received requesting Council to consider leasing the former amusement arcade premises at Bayview Road, Ballycastle for a period of 3/5 years.  She stated that the proposal for theses premises would be to run a restaurant with the emphasis being on local produce and to employ local people.  

The Clerk stated that it had been planned to keep this building vacant as a possible decant site for the Marina Office whilst building was ongoing.
The HTS stated that if Council wished to lease the arcade building a mobile office could be brought in for the Marina office decamp.

Councillor C McShane stated that it did seem like a prime location to be sitting empty.  She stated that Council would have to advertise the building for lease.

After discussion, it was agreed that Expressions of Interest would be requested for leasing the former amusement arcade at Bayview Road, Ballycastle.

After further discussion, it was agreed that the HTS would investigate costs for the provision of a temporary office whilst work was ongoing for the renovation of the Marina building.

Woodvale Toilets, Bushmills

The ACE stated that as agreed at the Council meeting on 25 January 2010, the above premises had now been advertised again with a closing date of Monday 8 February 2010 for finalising offers.  She stated that an update would be reported at the meeting.  Due to requirements of the agent the closing time was revised to 2.30.  She stated that all interested parties have been informed.

She informed members that they should also be aware that since the advertisement had been placed in the newspapers a request has been received from Bushmills Community Association, asking Council to consider leasing these premises to them at a peppercorn rent.
Councillors McAllister, Hartin, Graham and McIlroy declared an interest in this topic.

The ACE confirmed that the highest bid was £35,000.
After discussion, it was agreed that the highest bid would be accepted and that the 26th of March would be the completion date.  It was also agreed that if the sale was not completed by that date that the next highest bid would be taken.
Trading Concessions

The ACE stated that Trading Concessions for 2010 were now due for renewal, as agreed by Council these would now go to Public Auction with a reserve value for all sites.  She informed members that if the reserve was not met or no bids received these would then be advertised in the Press with results of this process being discussed at the first meeting in March.  She informed members that all documents would be inspected and payment required by Council prior to any licence being granted and that documents must be available for inspection at auction. 

The ACE stated that Council may wish to consider setting a reserve value at this stage.

After discussion, it was agreed that the same reserves as had been set last year would be applied to the Trading Concessions which were to be let by public auction.  It was also agreed that the sale of photography and pictures at Ballintoy and Dunseverick harbours would be included.

Action Cancer’s Big Bus

The ACE stated that a request had been received from The Glens Vintage Club for the use of the car park at Cushendall Boat Club on 18 & 20 February 2010, for the Action Cancer Big Bus.
After discussion, this was agreed.

Ballycastle Seafront Exhibition Centre

The ACE stated that correspondence had been received from North Eastern Education and Library Board requesting Council to consider renewing the current lease agreement for the above premises, which was due to expire 30 June 2011.  
After discussion, it was agreed that the HTS would report upon the request for the renewal of the lease for the Seafront Exhibition Centre at the next meeting.

Wayleave at Ballinrees – Community Walk Mosside

The ACE stated that following Council approval on 14 December 2009, for a Wayleave at the above lands, correspondence had been received from Land & Property Services stating that compensation for the proposed works to be carried out by NI Water Service had been assessed at £500.
After discussion, it was agreed that the wayleave requested by NIW at Ballinrees, Community Walk Mosside would be approved.

Audit and Governance Working Group (AGWG)
The ACE stated that a date was required for the next Audit and Governance Working Group Meeting. Dates were suggested.
After discussion, it was agreed that the Audit and Governance Working Group would meet on Monday 22nd February at 10:30pm.

Loan Sanctions

The ACE stated that approval for Loan Sanctions for Capital Expenditure 2010/2011 was now requested; she stated that this was for a second hand 26T RCV
at £95,000 a second hand tipper van at £7,000 and work to Council offices (Kitchen/development) at £20,000.

After discussion, it was agreed that Loan Sanctions for Capital Expenditure for 2010/2011 as listed in the report would be approved.

Cinemobile
The ACE stated that the cinemobile would be returning again next week to the same places as usual.

This was agreed.

Dunseverick Community Association
Councillor McIlroy stated that he had received a phone call from Dunseverick Community Association to inform him that they had written to Council regarding a possible kick-about area at Burnbrae and had not received any reply.  He stated that this item had been brought to council but put back as Councillor McConaghy had not been present at that meeting.
After discussion, it was agreed that the HTS would investigate if Dunseverick Community Association received a reply for their request regarding Burnbrae.
After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor O Black and resolved,


“That the Corporate Services report be adopted.”
10/03:08
CONSIDER AN ADDITION ONTO THE SPORTS AWARDS



(Requested by Councillor Graham)



Councillor Graham stated that he would like Armoy Road Race to be considered as part 

of the Moyle Sports Awards.
Councillor Blaney stated that this would need to be considered by the Moyle Sports Advisory Committee.

Councillor C McShane stated that their inclusion would depend upon a suitable category.

The HTLS stated that there was no category for event.  He informed members that a request could be sent in to request a new category for best sporting event.

After discussion, it was agreed that the HTLS would contact Bill Kennedy of the Armoy Road Race to discuss options for a possible additional category for the Sports Awards.
10/03:09
BALLYCASTLE TOWN PARTNERSHIP


(Requested by Councillor Blaney)

In reply to Councillor Blaney’s queries it was agreed that the HDS would report upon the change of procedure for joining the Ballycastle Town Partnership.

Councillors Hartin, McAllister, Graham and McIlroy left the meeting at this point.
10/03:10
CONFERENCES, COURSES

There were no conferences for discussion.
10/03:11
Notices of Applications under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985

The Clerk stated applications had been received under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996 and Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (NI) Order 1985 for the following:

Application for an Occasional Licence for the North Antrim Haiti Fundraisers for 12th to 13th February 2010.
Application for an Occasional Licence for Glen Rovers GAC, Armoy for 6th to 7th February 2010.
There were no objections to the above applications.
10/03:12
SEALING OF DOCUMENTS

After discussion,



Councillor McConaghy proposed,



Seconded by Councillor Blaney and resolved,

“That the Memorandum of sale for the purchase of land at the rear of 83-85 Main Street, Bushmills, NIHE to Moyle District Council be signed and sealed.”
Councillor O Black left the meeting.
10/03:13
CORRESPONDENCE
NILGA News – January 2010
This correspondence was noted.

NILGA press release – Reform of Local Government – 20th January 2010
This correspondence was noted.

Letter dated 22nd January 2010 from the Department for Social Development regarding proposed Housing Bill
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 25th January 2010 from the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety regarding Consultation Document: Northern Ireland Strategy for Nursing and Midwifery 2010 – 2015
This letter was noted.

Letter dated 25th January 2010 from the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service regarding provision of a new fire station in Cushendall
Councillor McMullan enquired as to how progress was going with the building of the new fire station and at what stage things were.

Councillor P McShane stated that they had been led to believe that construction would be commencing after Christmas.

The Clerk confirmed that this project was in the early outline business stages.

Councillor McConaghy left the meeting.

Letter dated 25th January 2010 from the Planning Appeals Commission regarding the Planning (NI) Order 1991 appeal notice against enforcement notice issued on 22nd December 2009 to Mr A Brown
This letter was noted.

Road into Leyland Mews/Farm/Meadows
At the request of Councillors Blaney and P McShane, it was agreed that the Clerk would chase up when Roads Service planned to properly finish the road in the entrance to Leyland Mews/Farm/Meadows, Ballycastle.

Councillors McIlroy and Graham returned to the meeting.
10/03:14
  ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY OF NECESSITY ARISE
Roads Service Depot, Ballycastle
At Councillor McMullan’s request it was agreed that a letter would be sent to Roads Service to ask for a firm commitment on the retention of the Ballycastle Depot and that this would be kept a single issue for the letter.
Re-implementation of the disabled parking bay in Bushmills

At the request of Councillor McIlroy, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to Roads Service to ask for the re-implementation of the disabled parking bay outside the chemist at Bushmills.
Councillor C McShane enquired if Roads Service could be asked to attend Council sooner than their planned presentation for Spring Consultation in June.

This was agreed.
The meeting concluded at 9:40pm
……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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