MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS AT A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 29 MARCH 2004 AT 7.00PM

In the Chair:

Councillor C McCambridge

Members Present:
Councillors M Black, C Blaney, M Digney, H A Harding, G Hartin, T Laverty, D M McAllister, C McCambridge, A P McConaghy, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy, and M Molloy.

Also Present:
Mr R G Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive

Miss F McCorry, Clerical Officer


Mr Bill Morrison, Ostick & Williams


Mr Paul Carson, Ostick & Williams


Mr Martin Kelly, Ostick & Williams

04/10:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors S Blaney and O McMullan, who were unable to be present.

Chairman’s Business
Expression of Sympathy

Councillor McCambridge expressed her sympathy to Councillor McMullan on the recent death of his uncle.

Direct Luxury Coach Service

Councillor McCambridge stated that an e-mail dated 23 March 2004 had been received from Mr Michael McCormack of Belfast Direct Ltd, informing members of a new private coach company based in Ballycastle providing commuters with a service an alternative to driving themselves which would commence on 26 April 2004.

He enquired if Council would issue a letter of support to the DVLNI to support the company’s license application.

After discussion,


Councillor McAllister proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Digney and resolved,

“That a letter be sent to the DVLNI in support of the license application for Belfast Direct Ltd.”

Trading Concession
The Clerk stated that a letter had been received from James Turtle dated 19 March 2004 requesting permission to sell ice cream in the car park adjacent to the Giants Causeway.
Councillors McConaghy and McIlroy expressed their objection to this request.

Councillor McAllister reminded members that Mr Turtle would be willing to pay for the concession, and that it would help to increase competition.
Councillor McCambridge stated that kiosks had been let out for the sale of ice-cream on the assumption that there would be no other retailer.

Councillor McIlroy stated that in neighbouring Councils, people are brought together to discuss prices for the trading concessions and suggested the same policy would be adopted by MDC.

After discussion,


Councillor McConaghy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McIlroy and resolved,

“That an ice cream concession would not be allocated for the Giants’s Causeway Visitors Centre car park.”
On a vote being taken, there were seven votes in favour and four votes against the proposal which was carried.

Sister Cities Conference

The Clerk informed members of the cost of flights directly to Fort Worth, Texas and also the costs incorporating a stop over in Atlanta, and stated that both amounts were over the individual Councillors allowances, but that alternatives were being sought.

He pointed out that anyone who did not want to use their full conference allowance should let Council know.

04/10:02
TO CONSIDER A RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT NORTHERN AREA PLAN 2016
It was agreed that the meeting would continue in committee.
Councillor McCambridge welcomed, Mr Bill Morrison, Mr Paul Carson and Mr Martin Kelly of Ostick & Williams to the meeting.

Mr Carson stated that the draft response to the planning service had been circulated for members’ attention, and pointed out that the final draft would be submitted to the planners by Friday 9 April 2004.

He stated that it had been an opportunity to respond to the planners before their draft plan would be published in September, and pointed out that they would then allow a six week period for objections which they would consider and negotiate.  He suggested that members’ go through the document carefully and stated that amendments could still be made.
In response to Councillor Molloy, Mr Carson stated that not every site had been detailed in the response, but pointed out that they could be if required.

Mr Carson referred to the response, and enquired if members’ had any further queries or comments to make regarding the issues raised in the Ballycastle area.
After discussion, it was agreed that the comments would be adopted into the response.
After discussion,


Councillor McIlroy proposed,


Seconded by Councillor McAllister and resolved,


“That the response detailing planning issues for Bushmills be adopted.”

Councillor McAllister expressed his concern regarding the plan and stated that in his opinion the regional strategy was not right for the Moyle district.
After discussion, it was agreed that the problem regarding housing indicators would be raised as a key issue at the beginning of the submission.
Whilst discussing Cushendall, it was agreed in general that the response would be adopted but it had been suggested that areas for planning should coincide with the Masterplan.
Following discussion regarding Armoy, it was agreed that the proposals would be adopted, but that further land at Fairland and north of Dean Park should be retained for planning.

Referring to Ballintoy, it was agreed that there would be no further recommendations for planning, and that the response for Mosside would also be adopted.
It was agreed that at Waterfoot, the area discussed in point 2.98 would be zoned within the Landscape Policy Area.

Referring to Rathlin Island, Cromaghs, Cushendun and Knocknacarry members agreed that the response should be adopted.

After discussion, it was agreed that five acres to the North of Liscolman would be included for planning in the response.
Councillor McConaghy referred to Lisnagunogue and stated that a bungalow had been omitted from the map, and he stated that he would like it to be included.

This was agreed.

Whilst discussing settlements, Councillor McConaghy highlighted The Aird, near the Giant’s Causeway, Runkerry, Currysheskin and Templastragh, and stated that in his opinion, these should have been included as settlements within the response.
Councillor McCambridge identified Monaclough and Carnduff settlements  and requested that they be included in the response.

Councillor Mc Conaghy left the meeting at 9.10pm.

Councillor McDonnell left the meeting at 9.23pm.

Councillors C Blaney and Digney left the meeting at 9.27pm.

Whilst discussing land for planning in the Ballycastle area again, it was agreed that a site meeting would be held on Friday 2 April from 3.00pm at Clare Road to decide where it should be suggested that the planning boundaries should be extended to.
Mr Carson stated that the Planning Policy Issues had not been discussed, but pointed out that members could forward further comments before the close of business on Tuesday 6 April 2004.

Councillor McCambridge thanked Mr Morrison, Mr Carson and Mr Kelly for attending the meeting and for the effort they had put into the response.

It was agreed that the meeting would continue out of committee.
The meeting concluded at 9.45 pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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