MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS AT A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2004 AT 5.00PM

In the Chair:

Councillor G Hartin
Members Present:
Councillors M Black, C Blaney, M Digney, W Graham, H A Harding,  T Laverty, D M McAllister, C McCambridge, R D McDonnell, R A McIlroy and M Molloy 
Also Present:
Mr RG Lewis, Clerk and Chief Executive
Mr K McGarry, Tourism Development Recreation Manager

Miss F McCorry, Member Services / Clerical Officer


Mr R McMinnis, Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment


Mr C McGarrity, Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment 
   04/24:01
APOLOGIES AND CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Apologies
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors S Blaney, McConaghy and McMullan who were unable to be present.

Chairman’s Business

Domestic Rating System Consultation Paper

The Clerk stated that further to the Council Meeting held on 9 August 2004, Council was required to consider the Domestic Rating System Consultation Paper, and enquired if members required it to be brought back as an agenda item or if they would consider it individually and bring back comments.
After discussion,


Councillor Digney proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Black and resolved,

“That the Consultation Paper on Domestic Rating System would be put on to a future agenda”.

The Clerk reminded members that the Development Manager would be holding a workshop on Wednesday 22 September 2004 to discuss the major implications of the DRD Planning Policy Statement 14, and suggested that the Domestic Rating System be incorporated into this workshop.

This was agreed.
04/24:02
TO MEET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF DETI TO DISCUSS MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS AND MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING THE NEW GIANT’S CAUSEWAY VISITORS CENTRE
Councillor Hartin welcomed Mr Robin McMinnis and Mr Ciaran McGarrity of Department of Enterprise, Trade and Industry (DETI) to the meeting.
After discussion,


Councillor Graham proposed,


Seconded by Councillor Black and resolved,


“That the meeting would continue in committee”.

Mr McMinnis thanked members for allowing Mr McGarrity and himself to attend the meeting, and stated that he wanted to be frank and fair and share as much information as possible.  He also apologised for not having been able to meet with Council sooner.

He reminded members of the background to the concept of the New Visitors Centre at the Giant’s Causeway and informed them of the progress to date.

He stated that a NEWCO Trust would be established which would have charitable status and that it would be a subsidiary company established to manage and operate the centre which would allow Moyle District Council to be represented at all levels.
He also referred to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which he pointed out, was still in the early draft stages, but that it would serve as a framework for agreement.  He stated that it would define the stakeholders’ common desire to achieve the project objectives and also their role and contribution.  He informed members that it aimed to create a balanced, respected partnership which would provide reassurance and promote cooperation.

Mr McMinnis proceeded to inform members of the responsibilities held by the Government, Moyle District Council (MDC), the National Trust and all Stakeholders, and reminded them of the benefits to the Council of having a new visitors centre at the Giant’s Causeway.

He requested that Council would make a response to the MOU before the end of the month, and also that Council would advise and confirm that the land would be made available to allow the competition to commence.  

At this stage, Mr McMinnis invited members to ask questions.

In reply to Councillor Graham, Mr McMinnis confirmed that Council would remain the landlord of the land and that there would be a new lease for the land for discussion.  He also confirmed that Council would be no worse off for income than with the present situation.
In reply to Councillor McIlroy, Mr McMinnis stated that ratepayers would not lose out as it would be unacceptable not to have someone from the Council on the Board to ensure public accountability.  Referring to the return to ratepayers, he stated that as the company would be of charitable status it would not pay rates, but suggested that the increased attractiveness of the area would provide a growth in tourism.
Also in reply to Councillor McIlroy, he stated that an extension of car parking facilities would fall into the remit of the NEWCO Trust.

In reply to Councillor Harding, Mr McMinnis stated that he did not think that development of the new visitors centre could wait until the outcome of the review of Public Administration, but pointed out that the new facility would be testimony to MDC.
In reply to Councillor McAllister, Mr McMinnis stated that a lot of detail had to be worked through but pointed out that the MOU would ensure that MDC got it’s fair share of revenue.

Mr McGarrity concurred with this remark and stated that the MOU was the framework of how to move forward, and pointed out that MDC had an assurance that it would be no worse off than in present circumstances.

Councillor Laverty stated that the project appeared, in his opinion to have environmental conservation rather than tourism development and pointed out that as there was no manufacturing industry within the area, it was important to get the project right to develop tourism.

In reply to the Clerk, Mr McMinnis stated that when replies were received from all interested parties, a revised MOU would be drafted.
In response to Councillor McIlroy, Mr McMinnis reiterated that a number of considerations on a lot of issues had to be discussed before final decisions would be made.

Councillor McDonnell left the meeting at 6.35pm.

Having answered all members’ queries, Mr McMinnis thanked members for listening and for their patience.
It was agreed that Council would consider the Memorandum of Understanding.

Councillor Hartin thanked Mr McMinnis and Mr McGarrity for their attendance and for answering members’ questions.

It was agreed that the meeting would continue out of committee.

The meeting concluded at 6.57 pm

……………………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN

……………………………………………………..

CLERK & CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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